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2018 Black Tie Award WINNERS
The 21st Black Tie Awards and Auction was held Saturday, April 7, 2018 at Brentwood College
School. The Duncan Cowichan Chamber of Commerce welcomed 299 guests – the most ever
to attend the Awards. There were three Finalists in each of the eight categories and all 24
were honoured with framed certificates and glowing tributes from sponsors and judges. The
Winners were announced later in the evening and are listed by category (below).
Said President Julie Scurr, “The 2018 Awards recognized an exceptionally diverse group of
Finalists who demonstrate our values with a special blend of entrepreneurial spirit and passion for their community.
Together they represent the best in business and volunteerism, contributing greatly to the success and vibrancy of the
Cowichan Region.”
The Chamber presented the 2018 Lifetime Achievement Award to Stormin’ Norm Jackson who was honoured for
significant and lasting contributions to Cowichan during for his extensive volunteer work for the Cowichan District
Hospital Foundation, Cowichan Golfers Against Cancer, Cowichan Women Against Violence, Kid Sport and many other
organizations. As the General Manager and Head Pro at the Cowichan Golf and Country Club, Mr. Jackson has earned
multiple industry awards with his team at the club’s Golf Shop, and was twice honoured as the BC PGA Pro of the Year.
As per Chamber tradition, last year’s recipient, Jim Dias, joined Chamber President Julie Scurr in presenting the Lifetime
Achievement Award. “To have my close friend Bruce Williams emceeing was an awesome surprise and to have Jim Dias
present the award was very heart warming as he and Bruce are two individuals I look up to,” said Jackson, reflecting
upon the evening’s celebrations. “The recurring characteristic that kept coming up from the finalists was the theme of
team and passion. Something we stress at Cowichan Golf Club. Great to see all the young business people celebrating
the evening. The future in the Valley looks bright.”
The Masters of Ceremonies for the event were Daphne Goode of Shaw TV and former broadcaster Bruce Williams of
Spark Strategic Group. In an Awards’ first, the entire ceremony was filmed live and will be broadcast on Shaw TV at 7:00
pm on April 16th, 12:00 pm on April 17th and finally, 8:00 pm on April 18th.
~ 30 ~
The Duncan Cowichan Chamber of Commerce has been representing business since 1908. The Chamber provides
professional development, networking, cost savings and advocacy for 520 members. The Chamber runs the Cowichan
Regional Visitor Centre that serves 25,000 visitors annually, providing them with information and referrals to all Cowichan
has to offer.
For more information contact:
Alec Wheeler
Events and Membership Manager
Duncan Cowichan Chamber of Commerce
chamber@duncancc.bc.ca | 250.748.111
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LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Stormin’ Norm Jackson
Norm Jackson makes excellence look easy. With a genuine smile,
athlete’s demeanor, and honest laugh, Jackson has a contained energy
that’s focused entirely on whomever he’s talking to. A familiar MC &
auctioneer, Jackson is the voice of fundraising in Cowichan. As General
Manager & Head Pro at the Cowichan Golf & Country Club, Jackson & his
team have twice earned the PGA Best Golf Shop of the Year in BC.
-From the nominator
CUSTOMER SERVICE AWARD
Elly Ruge, Cowichan Auto Repair
Elly Ruge has created a car repair and detail business where she and her
team deliver a unique and memorable experience to all customers.
-From the nominator
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARD
Anne Balding & Claudia Roland, Meals on the Ground
Meals on the Ground is inspirational in offering food to those who
struggle. They are community advocates for those less fortunate & also
seniors in the Cowichan Region. It is women like these who make our
world a better place.
-From the nominator

GREEN BUSINESS AWARD
John & Katy Ehrlich, Alderlea Farm Café
I can think of no better local example of green business & living practices
than Alderlea Farm. John & Katy are totally committed to ecologically &
socially sustainable farm practices that produce organic/biodynamic
foods, which they sell to the local community & serve to locals & tourists
in their wonderful cafe.
-From the nominator

YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR AWARD
Ian Smith, Victory Barber & Brand North
I have watched Ian & the Victory brand blossom in Downtown. He
started with one chair and now he staffs multiple barbers, and offers a
full list of retail products. He really treats his people well & is a very
important part of Downtown Duncan.
-From the nominator
ART IN BUSINESS AWARD
Lorraine Blake, Steps Ahead Dance
Lorraine has been teaching my kids for 10 years now, & they have
learned so much from her & her staff - more than just dancing! Her
studio has grown year after year & her staff have gone on to promising
careers of their own. Her students have danced at the highest levels
around the world.
-From the nominator
BUSINESS ACHIEVEMENT 1-10 EMPLOYEES AWARD
Morgan Moreira, Aly Tomlin & Ralf Rosenke, Riot Brewing Company
Riot Brewing is a craft brewery that opened just over a year ago & has
stormed Chemainus with its great beer, famous hospitality, community
involvement & charity activities.
-From the nominator

BUSINESS ACHIEVEMENT 11-19 EMPLOYEES AWARD
The Team, Taiji Brand Group
Taiji Brand Group has been responsible for putting Cowichan on the map
& shaping our perceptions of the region. Their bold & innovative
approach to design & communications - & their generous commitment to
community - is reflected in everything they do.
-From the nominator
BUSINESS ACHIEVEMENT 20+ EMPLOYEES AWARD
The Team, Arbutus Farms
Arbutus Farms is committed to diversity in hiring practices – including
Cowichan Tribes & other First Nations. They ship their products across
western Canada.
-From the nominator

