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Duncan Cowichan Chamber of Commerce

PUDGE BAWA TO BE HONOURED WITH CHAMBER’S LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT
AWARD AT BLACK TIE 2020
The Duncan Cowichan Chamber is pleased to announce
that Pudge Bawa will be honoured with the Lifetime
Achievement Award at The Black Tie Awards in April. Born
and raised in Cowichan, Mr. Bawa’s many contributions to
the community – both as a business man and volunteer –
are prolific. His company Marpole Transport Ltd., now
managed by his son Rajin, is the largest Vancouver Island
based trucking and transport operation. With a fleet of
135 trucks and more than 200 employees, the company
has expanded over the years to include terminals in Delta
and Abbotsford, serving the Western United States and
Western Canada, all the way north to the Yukon.
Marpole Transport has not only been an economic driver in the region, but has been a consistent platform
upon which Mr. Bawa has supported numerous local causes including: BC Forest Discovery Museum;
Chesterfield Sportsplex; Cowichan Exhibition; Cobble Hill Fair; Heart and Stroke Foundation (Big Bike Ride);
Heart House in Victoria; BC Summer Games; Cowichan Hospice, and; countless local youth sports teams.
Perhaps most notable of all his volunteer work, is Mr. Bawa’s service as a Director with the Paldi Sikh Temple
and the Cowichan District Hospital Foundation.
“Pudge Bawa has been an integral part of the Cowichan District Hospital Foundation for over 13 years” says
Executive Director, Aimee Sherwood. “During his tenure at the Foundation, Pudge was instrumental in
helping to raise the profile of the Foundation, most notably through the use of a Marpole Transport trailer to
highlight the Foundation’s new hospital campaign, displaying the support the forestry sector has for our local
hospital. The Foundation is delighted to congratulate Pudge on receiving this Lifetime Achievement Award.”
The Lifetime Achievement Award recipient is selected by the Chamber President in consultation with the
Board if Directors and the Lifetime Achievement Honouree from the previous Black Tie Awards year. “Pudge’s
contributions to the business community, as well as the lasting impact he’s created from a lifetime of
philanthropy, exemplify a person who puts every effort forward to make the Cowichan better for everyone”
says Chamber President, Chris Duncan. “Pudge is a true lifetime achiever and I cannot think of a more
deserving recipient for the 2020 Black Tie Awards.”
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In 2018, Stormin’ Norm Jackson received the prestigious award and will introduce Mr. Bawa at the Awards
celebration in 2020. “Pudge is a humble and kind-hearted man, whose integrity, compassion and positive
energy have contributed greatly to the community” says Jackson. “It’s an honour to have a hand in
recognizing this truly deserving Lifetime Achiever.” Awards in nine other categories will also be announced
and presented at the Oscars-style gala, which will take place at the Cowichan Performing Arts Centre, a first in
the event’s 22 year history.
The Black Tie Awards will be held at the Cowichan Performing Arts Centre on the evening of Friday, April 17th.
Tickets will go on sale March 2020. Nominations for the nine Black Tie Award Categories will remain open
until midnight on January 31, 2020. Visit www.duncancc.bc.ca to submit a nomination.
~ 30 ~

The Duncan Cowichan Chamber of Commerce has been representing business since 1908. The Chamber
provides professional development, networking, cost savings and advocacy for over 570 members. The
Chamber also operates the Cowichan Regional Visitor Centre that serves over 25,000 visitors annually,
providing information and referrals for all that Cowichan has to offer.
For more information contact:
Alec Wheeler
Events and Membership Manager
Duncan Cowichan Chamber of Commerce
chamber@duncancc.bc.ca | (250) 748-1111
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A PROFILE OF PUDGE BAWA
BLACK TIE LIFETIME ACHIEVER 2020

WORK AND FAMILY LIFE
Bhajan (Pudge) Bawa was born December 6, 1936 at Kings Daughters Hospital in Duncan BC. The middle child
of a family of five boys, Pudge lived in Paldi where his Dad was the Section Foreman for the Mayo Lumber Co.
Railroad. When Pudge was 11 years old, the family moved to Sherman Road, buying a chicken farm with 500
laying hens. He and his brothers were put to work collecting eggs and cleaning the barns, when they weren’t
running their own paper routes. It was in his youth that Pudge picked up the work ethic that would serve him
later in life.
Pudge started school in Grade 5 at Duncan Elementary
before attending the new Cowichan High School in
Grade 8 where he took up soccer and basketball. In his
senior year, Pudge was the Student Council Sports Rep,
graduating in 1955.
After graduating, Pudge took on several jobs including
driving truck in Nanaimo and the Interior and working
as a logger. In 1956 Pudge went to work for Herb
Doman as a truck driver and after a few months
informed Doman that he intended to go back to school
to learn something else. Doman said “No way! Stay
with me, were going places” and they certainly did,
growing from only a few trucks to a major trucking
company in the forestry sector.

Cowichan High School, Prefect Council 1954. Bhajan
(Pudge) Bawa pictured top row, second from the right.

Pudge took over as Dispatcher as the company continued to expand from the Island to the Mainland, buying
out other trucking companies along the way in order to expand their motor carrier licenses to cover all of
British Columbia. Pudge again found himself climbing the corporate ladder, taking up the role of
Transportation Coordinator, supervising the Island and the Mainland.
In January 1960, Pudge celebrated his marriage to Gurmit Dhut – known by friends and family as Harjeet –
who had made the voyage from the Punjab region of India the year prior. Two years after they wed, the
couple welcomed their first child, daughter Anita Bawa.
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Around the mid 1960s the company rebranded, becoming Doman Marpole Transport. Pudge became General
Manager and was instrumental in acquiring the USA hauling authority from the I.C.C. Simultaneously the
company began to expand further into Western Canada and the Western United States. “It was very difficult
getting the licenses at that time” says Pudge with residual hint of triumph.
With the business booming and Pudge’s career on an upward trajectory, he and his wife Harjeet welcomed
their second child in 1968. They did not know then that their son, Rajin, would eventually take up the legacy
his father was working so hard to build.
Several years later, trucking licenses were deregulated and Doman Marpole Transport was able to expand
further, becoming one of the largest trucking companies in BC and placing in the Top 100 carriers in Canada. “I
was traveling a lot between the Island and the Mainland, sometimes leaving home on Monday, returning to
the Island Thursday night then working Friday and Saturday in the Duncan office” recalls Pudge. “Between
being on-call 24/7 and fulfilling responsibilities as a Director with the BC Trucking Association (BCTA), I was
often working 6 or 7 days a week.”
And so, it should come as no surprise that son, Rajin, was recruited and put to work. “I started in the business
at 14 years old, working around the yard and in the shop” says Rajin. “My father always said ‘Learn as much
as you can at every opportunity, and work hard’. From a young age, my sister and I and all of our cousins,
learned from our parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles, the value of putting in your best efforts.”
Toward the end of 1990, Herb Doman suggested that
Pudge buy out the trucking division of Doman Industries, so
that Doman could focus exclusively on his lumber company
and pulp mills. “I told my two brothers that we were going
to buy the company and they would be my partners”
Pudge recalls with slight grin. “They said ‘With What?!’ and
I told them we’d raise the funds and talk to the banks.”

The Marpole Transport has a fleet of 135 trucks and a
staff of over 200 across its Duncan, Delta and
Abbotsford terminals.

By this time, Pudge’s son, Rajin, was in his final year of
college studying marketing and finance, so Pudge
recruited him to assist in making the deal with Doman.
Pudge’s wife questioned the decision in light of her
husbands recent health challenges - Pudge had undergone
a triple heart bypass only 5 years earlier. Never one to
concede an opportunity or a challenge, Pudge pushed on,
negotiating the terms of the buy-out over Christmas
Holidays and concluding the deal on New Year’s Eve 1991.

The new company, with both its Vancouver Island and Mainland branches, took on two new names; Trans-Isle
Freightways and Marpole Transport, respectively. A few years later the two branches amalgamated under the
Marpole Transport banner.

Connect. Engage. Achieve.

Pudge unofficially retired in 2007, at which point his
son, Rajin, became President. Having grown up in the
family business, working alongside his Dad and
moving up the ladder, Rajin reflects on some of the
values and lessons he carries with him. “One of my
father’s greatest abilities was to have great
relationships with his co-workers and clients. From
purchasing the business from Herb Doman on a
handshake to expanding our operations into the
Western US and Western Canada, Dad always taught
us to manage our cash flow and never get over
extended. These fiscally responsible habits have
allowed to us to grow the business and manage
through some difficult business cycles over the past
29 years.”

Honouree Pudge Bawa and son Rajin in front of Marpole
Transport terminal in Duncan

Marpole Transport is currently one of the largest trucking companies on Vancouver Island. With a fleet of 135
trucks and approximately 200 employees, the company still operates terminals in Duncan, Delta and
Abbotsford, serving the Western United States and Western Canada all the way north to the Yukon.
***

PHILANTHROPY & COMMUNITY
Pudge’s company Marpole Transport has not only been an economic driver in the region, but has been a
consistent platform upon which Mr. Bawa has supported numerous local causes, including: BC Forest
Discovery Museum; Chesterfield Sportsplex; Cowichan Exhibition; Cobble Hill Fair; Heart and Stroke
Foundation (Big Bike Ride); Heart House in Victoria; Cowichan Hospice, BC Summer Games, and; countless
local youth sports teams. It is Pudge’s philanthropic nature and love of his community that make him the
deserving recipient the Black Tie Lifetime Achievement Award in 2020.
“My Father has always loved the Cowichan Valley, from growing up in Paldi and then moving to Duncan with
his parents and 4 brothers. He had plenty of opportunities to advance his career and business by moving to
Vancouver, but he chose to stay” his son, Rajin, recalls. “My sister Anita was in elementary school when she
asked our father why he didn’t live in a bigger city, he responded ‘I live in God’s country why would I live
anywhere else’. Dad’s connection to his community, and making the valley a better place for everyone, has
always been an important part of his life.”
Tara Benham, Partner at Grant Thornton LLP, called on Pudge for assistance while volunteering for the BC
Summer Games, which took place in Cowichan in 2018. “We were struggling to find enough volunteer drivers,
so I called Pudge to see if he could help” recalls Tara. “He got on the phone, called everyone he knew – all his
contacts in the transport industry – and found us an additional 20 drivers!”
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Perhaps, most notable of Pudge’s contributions to the
community, are the several years he served as a
Director with both the Paldi Sikh Temple and the
Cowichan District Hospital Foundation (CDHF).

Paldi Sikh Temple celebrated 100 years in June 2019

Pudge’s son Rajin remembers the family home being a
hub of the Sikh community. “When I was young on
numerous occasions we had family or friends staying
with us who were new to the Country. My Grandmother
would say to my dad ‘We have to help them get
established here. What can we do to find them work?’
My Dad was always able to help them to gain
employment, usually in the forestry and transport

sector through his various connections. I remember him coaching them along and telling them ‘You too can
create a great life in the valley with the same values that carried our family over the years’ and that’s exactly
what many of them went on to do.”
“Pudge Bawa has been an integral part of the Cowichan District Hospital Foundation for over 13 years” says
CDHF Executive Director, Aimee Sherwood. “During his tenure at the Foundation, Pudge was instrumental in
helping to raise the profile of the Foundation, most notably through the use of a Marpole Transport trailer to
highlight the Foundation’s new hospital campaign, displaying the support the forestry sector has for our local
hospital. The Foundation is delighted to congratulate Pudge on receiving this Lifetime Achievement Award.”
Fellow CDHF Director, Denise McKinnlay, was nearly brought to tears.
“I’ve known Pudge since high school and we were on the (CDHF)
Board together. He’s always stayed the same old Pudge – kind,
generous and fair. I’m just so happy about this! People like Pudge
often don’t get recognized because they go about things in their own
quiet way. This is wonderful.”
When Chamber President, Chris Duncan, first contacted Pudge by
phone to inform him of the honour, Pudge was so overwhelmed and
caught off guard he asked for the weekend to mull it over. Thinking
back to that phone call with Chris, Pudge says “I didn’t know what he
was talking about – what had I done to deserve this?!” Pudge says he
had to ask his family - in particular, his son Rajin - for their thoughts
before accepting the honour with their encouragement and
blessings.
If you ask Pudge what has inspired him all these years to support his
community in ways big and small, the ever-humble man simply points
the finger at his parents “They always told me that the greatest gift is
the gift of giving. We live in the best place anywhere - why wouldn’t I?”

Rajin and Pudge in front of the CDHF trailer
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