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SHOP LOCAL FIRST
www.CentralPascoChamber.com

MISSION STATEMENT
To aggressively advocate for the interest of our diverse business community
by promoting business advancement, economic growth and job creation.

Greetings……
……from the President
April 2018 President’s Message
There are two ways of spreading light: to be the candle or the mirror that reflects it.
-Edith Wharton
Being in business often means we must create our own motivation. Sure, financial outcomes are important.
But the strongest, most enduring business models also include the building up of those they interact with, including employees, managers, customers, and those who refer. I see this example demonstrated beautifully in
our own chamber. When we reach out to our fellow members, share a lead or a simple testimonial, we not only
build that business, but we in turn build our chamber, and therefore ultimately ourselves. Personally, a simple
compliment, encouragement, or smile can turn an otherwise tough business day into one I can look back and
appreciate.
In March, our annual Land O Lakes Music Festival provided the opportunity to see this concept in action.
Watching our members and community interact, share, and collaborate reminded me why being a chamber
member is so valuable. Thank you to all who helped make this event the success it was, from our booth/vendor
participants, bands and to those who came to see all that Land O Lakes has to offer. Special thanks to event
chair Terri Dusek, her committee and the chamber staff, who put in countless hours to ensure every detail was
handled!
And now that we are in April, we have many more opportunities to share your light as a chamber member with
the business community! As always, we have our Wednesday Morning Network breakfast the first Wednesday of the month and our General Membership Luncheon on the second Tuesday of the month. There are a
host of ribbons cuttings and mixers, the perfect opportunity to meet and mingle with your fellow chamber
members. Also, our golf committee has geared up and began planning our annual golf tournament to be held
on May 18th. Call the chamber office or go to our website to reserve your foursome now!
On behalf of the Board of Directors and office staff, thank YOU for all you do to share the light that is doing
business in Land O Lakes/Lutz!
Warm regards,
David Gainer
Board of Directors, President
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2017-2018 Board of Directors
President

President Elect

David Gainer

Les Saland

Strategic Consultants
(813) 397-3960

A.L. Saland Insurance
Solutions
(813) 995-0292

Secretary

Rhonda Buckley

Treasurer

American Home Title of LOL
(813) 948-1868

Cindy Caroline

Caroline Contractors
(813) 931-4611

Past President

John Jay Anglada

Terri Dusek

Finest DeeJays
(813) 298-3232

RE/MAX Premier Group
(813) 340-7973

Elayne Bassinger

Rocky Contreras

San Antonio Commissioner
(813) 495-2336

KnowledgePoints Tutoring
(813) 787-1225

Kurt Conover

Regional Medical Center Bayonet Point
(727) 861-5141

Larry Giannone

Christian Brothers Automotive
(813) 949-0100

Elena McCullough

Judi Fisher

AmericanNow
(813) 525-3417

Architectural Signage & Printing
(813) 996-6777

Dr. Jorge Santana

Sandy Graves

1 Source Chiropractic &
Physical Medicine Center
(813) 448-2222

Heritage Park Foundation
(813) 996-3011

Staff
Suzanne Beauchaine
Executive Director
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Charlotte Ortiz
Executive Assistant
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March New Members

GTE Financial Credit Union

Franky D’s Family Kitchen

Pasco County Supervisor of
Elections

Mike Moore
County Commissioner

Comfort Keepers

You Are Beautiful Life Coaching

March Renewals
The Chamber would like to thank the following companies & organizations for their
continued support through the renewal of their membership!

20 + YEARS
Yowell’s Roofing
Spectrum Business
Covanta Pasco

10-19 YEARS
AARP Land O’ Lakes Chapter 4764
American Home & Mold Inspection

1-9 YEARS
Rivas Home Inspection
Nautilus Soap Company
Countryside Montessori Charter School
Harbor Terrace Restaurant at Heritage Harbor
Plantation Palms Golf Club
Optimum Plumbing, LLC
Connerton
Bilirakis for Congress
Karen B. DeHaas, PG, FGA
Christian Brothers Automotive
Lakeside Heating, Cooling & Plumbing, Inc.
Lynn Province
La Yuma
First National Bank of Pasco
My Pediatrics
Special Olympics Pasco
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Mark Your Calendar!
Did you know?...
Your Central Pasco Chamber of
Commerce office has a conference
room to rent for private meetings!


Register early for savings!
Wednesday Morning Networking ~ save $3
General Membership Luncheon~ save $5
Easy registration at
www.centralpascochamber.com

The earlier you join as an event sponsor,
the more time you get noticed...making your
marketing dollars work harder for you!!



Conference Table seating up to 12

Complimentary Wi-Fi available

Complimentary whiteboard
Smart TV available to rent for your
meeting

Ample parking

Discounted rates for Chamber Members!
Contact the Central Pasco Chamber office
for more details or scheduling
813-909-2722
office@centralpascochamber.com

Website
Scan the QR
or visit

Mobile App
Scan the QR code or visit the
website

www.CentralPascoChamber.com

www.central-pasco-chamber.com

April CHAMBER MEETINGS & EVENTS
Wednesday Morning Networking Meeting
Wednesday, April 4th 7:30 am

Ribbon Cutting

Wednesday, April 4th 5:00 pm
Sweet Frog Lutz

General Membership Meeting
Tuesday, April 10th 11:30 am

Hispanic Business Leaders Meetup
Tuesday, April 17th 5:30 pm

Multi Chamber Mixer with West Pasco Chamber of Commerce
Thursday, April 26th 6 pm
Residence Inn Suncoast Parkway

Chamber Website Calendar - APRIL
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NEW LOCATION for General Membership Meeting!

2155 Northpointe Parkway
Lutz, FL 33558

Speakers for 2018
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April: Bill Herrle with the NFIB
May: Adam Thomas with Visit Pasco
June: Joanie Sigel, SJS Associates
July: Brian Corley, Supervisor of Elections
August: Congressman Gus Bilirakis
September: Lourdes Bahr, US Department of Labor
October: David Cooper, CEO Anglicotech LLC & Iviry
November: Kristen Carson, Florida Department of
Transportation
Sponsorship Opportunities are available and will be filled quickly.
$75 Sponsorship includes:
 Your logo displayed at the event
 You may distribute promotional materials on the tables
 You will have up to 5 minutes to speak to the group
 Social media, website, newsletter, and email recognition for being the sponsor
 Your lunch ticket

Register to be a sponsor at www.CentralPascoChamber.com or
call Suzanne or Charlotte at 813-909-2722
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We’re Fighting for Your Business in Tallahassee and Washington, DC
By Bill Herrle
NFIB/Florida Executive Director
As you may have heard, your Central Pasco Chamber of Commerce has joined the ranks of 300,000 business owners in the country by becoming an association member of the National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB).
At NFIB/Florida, our top priority is protecting small business owners’ rights to own, operate and grow their businesses. We fight bad legislation that puts your business at risk, and we pass legislation that gets government out of
your way and helps you run your business.
The Florida Legislature just completed its 2018 session in Tallahassee, and while high-profile circumstances appeared to dictate the tone of the session, NFIB was able to ensure that small business issues remained top-of-mind
for lawmakers. The role of small business owners as economic drivers is even more critical in times of statewide distress, so we were pleased to see that legislators were able to give small business owners the attention they deserve.
As a result, we delivered some big wins for the small business community that will help you continue to create jobs,
invest in your communities, and bolster our economy.
NFIB/Florida’s 2018 legislative victories that will help your business include: direct primary care, which will enable
businesses to provide cost-effective primary care services for their employees, a cut in the tax businesses pay on
their commercial leases, and protections that will help prevent your business from the growing epidemic of identity
theft. Click here for NFIB/Florida’s full post-session small business report.
Through our partnership with the Central Pasco Chamber, you’ll start seeing a glimpse into what is happening in Tallahassee and Washington, DC that may impact your businesses. You’ll also start seeing opportunities to get more
involved. NFIB is able to challenge harmful proposals and enact reforms that open the doors of success to small business owners because we carry with us the clout of our members. I think the strong pro-business membership of the
Central Pasco Chamber of Commerce will be a great ally in the fight to protect the rights of small business owners,
and I look forward to working with each of you in the coming months to grow this partnership and strengthen the voice
of small business in Florida.
Bill Herrle
NFIB/Florida Executive Director
Bill.Herrle@nfib.org
Interested in becoming an NFIB member? Click here and enter promo code PASCO199 to take advantage of an exclusive membership offer for Central Pasco Chamber of Commerce members.
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CPCC’s Honorary Mayor’s Race
Keep your eyes out
for their FUN(D)
raising events!
Click HERE for the Facebook link
to find what fun and exciting
things they’ve got planned.
Introducing this year’s candidates for Honorary Mayor (L to R):
David Cravatta with Wells Fargo Advisors, Judi Fisher with Architectural Signage & Printing, and Russell Bly with RE/MAX
Champions. Congratulations for joining in on this fun campaign!
The best of luck to each of you!

Winner will be announced
at the Annual Installation
Banquet in June!
Chamber Review
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Business of the Month

Architectural Signage & Printing
6812 Land O’ Lakes Blvd.
Land O’Lakes, FL 34638
813-996-6777
Chamber Review
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SAVE
$24

SAVE
$599

SAVE $979!

Make 2018 YOUR year to SHINE!
PREMIUM INVESTMENT
MEMBERS ARE PRE-REGISTERED FOR
EACH EVENT OFFERED IN THEIR LEVEL.
NO ONLINE REGISTRATION
NO WAITING IN LINE TO PAY
EASY EXPRESS CHECK-IN
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Land O’ Lakes 3rd Annual Music Festival
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The Next BIG Event~32nd Annual Golf Tournament
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Your Chamber in Action!
Wednesday Morning Networking
Start your morning the right way by attending the next Wednesday Morning Networking Meetings
Sponsored By:

General Membership Meeting
Happy Birthday
Commissioner Mike Moore!

Sponsored By:

Sponsorship Opportunities are still available for our 2018 meetings & events
Sponsorship includes:
 Your logo displayed at the event
 You may distribute promotional materials on the tables
 You will have up to 5 minutes to speak to a
captive audience
 Social media, website, newsletter, and email recognition for being the sponsor
 Your breakfast/lunch ticket (where applicable)
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School News

Thank Our Teachers During Teacher Appreciation Week
By Kurt S. Browning
Teachers play a key role in the development of our future leaders, and they have an invaluable impact
on our education system and society as a whole. Yet, that value is not reflected in their salaries or the
stress they often experience in their jobs. This is why it is so vital to celebrate our educators during this
Teacher Appreciation Week, May 7 - 11.
We still are unable to compensate teachers at a level they deserve. They often don’t receive adequate
acknowledgement for all of their hard work inside (and outside) the classroom. In Florida, teachers’
salaries fall below the national average, and, although a quick look at National Education Association
data might make it appear that salaries are on the rise, teachers’ salaries nationwide actually are receding when adjusted for inflation.
It is important to remember that a teacher’s day does not begin and end when the first and final class
bells sound: Teachers spend countless hours preparing for the school day and working into the evening
and night, as they grade papers, meet with parents, tutor students, create lesson plans, and prepare to do
it all again the following day. Teachers also volunteer their personal time during school and community
events, and natural disasters, and do whatever they can to keep our students safe. Their compassion and
guiding wisdom serve students throughout their scholastic career and life.
That is why I personally want to thank Pasco County teachers, and all teachers from every school district across the United States, and around the world. The importance of their service cannot be overstated. So, regardless if you have children in school, Pasco County Schools asks you to join our campaign
and personally thank all teachers for their commitment to our mission of preparing all students for success in college, career, and life. We are asking businesses throughout the community to use their marquees, Facebook pages, and other social media accounts to say, “Thank you Pasco County teachers!”
the week of May 7, 2018.

Kurt S. Browning is superintendent of Pasco County Schools.
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First National Bank of Pasco

Rasmussen College

Surgical Technologist Associate’s degree program
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Mettler Toledo

The Groves Golf & Country Club

New Business?
New Member?
Moved location?
Remodeled showroom?
Schedule your Ribbon Cutting or Grand
Opening Celebration with The Central
Pasco Chamber of Commerce today!
As part of your membership, this is a
free service YOUR Chamber provides to
increase traffic to your business!
Join us at these upcoming
Ribbon Cuttings:
Wednesday, April 4th
Sweet Frog
23028 SR 54, Lutz
5-7 pm
Thursday, April 26th
Multi Chamber Ribbon Cutting
with West Pasco Chamber of
Commerce
Residence Inn Suncoast Parkway
6-8 pm
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Ambassador of the Month
Jim Engelmann
Commercial Partners Realty, Inc.
www.cprteam.com
jim@cprteam.com

Please meet our Ambassador of the Month – Jim Engelmann
If Jim’s name sounds familiar, it’s because he attends just about every Ribbon
Cutting, Open House and Chamber event that happens in Pasco County. Jim
is a commercial real estate agent focused on Land, Retail and Office transactions (including the sale of the Central Pasco Chamber office) in the Northern
Hillsborough and Pasco County markets.
“The best opportunity to interact with Buyers and Sellers of commercial real
estate happens at community events hosted by the Central Pasco Chamber.
I find that business owners and those with a stake in the county attend these
events not only because they are fun, but because they want to engage with
people that have influence over the market.”
Currently Jim is in the process of contracting a 165 AC residential/commercial
site on SR 54 and the Suncoast after only 4 months on the market. “I believe
that the appetite for developers in Pasco will remain strong for the remainder of
2018, and with this transaction it appears we are still able to get top dollar for land.”
“I believe that engaging in the business community through the Chamber is the clearest path to
success, and I look forward to engaging with YOU!”

Jim can be reached at jim@cprteam.com
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Member to Member Hot Deals

Pet Supplies Plus
is very excited to be part of the Central Pasco Chamber of Commerce
family, that being said, we would
like to give the Chamber members
10% off every time they come in!
Offer Valid: August 12, 2017 – August

Central Pasco Chamber Members
get 20% OFF- ANY Vacuum
cleaner purchase or service
A+ Discount Vacuums & Janitorial
Supplies
813-949-4994

11, 2018

Nautilus Soap
Company
10% off All Products just by
mentioning that you’re a
member of The Central Pasco
Chamber of Commerce
5/26/2017—6/1/2018

The Laker/Lutz News
Attention NEW and RENEWING
MEMBERS! Take advantage of $500
OFF your 13 week (or more) ad campaign! This offer is good for up to 60
days after you have joined or renewed
your membership.

Architectural Signage &
Printing
10% off your order for ALL
CHAMBER MEMBERS!
813-996-6777
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Welcome to the Central Pasco 500! The race we all win!
Objective: Grow The Central Pasco Chamber of Commerce to 500 MEMBERS by June 2018
Rules of the Game:
There are two teams. The Blue Team is “B” for Board of Directors. The Red Team is “A” for
Ambassadors. To begin, your position in the Chamber determines your team. All members of
our Chamber are asked to participate in this Membership Race. Members (not on a team) that
bring in New Members will draw from a bowl of red and blue chips. Whichever color they
choose, that becomes their team and that team receives the point for the new membership.
As the Race proceeds so will the cars on the track. Top Membership Racers (individuals) will
be recognized on the racetrack board. Quarterly, we will announce Central Pasco 500 Champions with Grand Awards at The Annual Awards & Installation Banquet 2018! Awards will be presented to the winning team and the winning individual racer with the highest number of recruited new members. Lots of recognition on social media and our Chamber newsletter, in addition
to publicly at meetings and events.
Taunting, mocking, bullying, teasing, wagers, competitive threats, and combative challenges
are not only allowed but highly encouraged! There will be a glorious victory celebration for
the winning team that may be equally humiliating for the losing team, so cheer on and encourage your teammates!!!
Your Marketing & Membership Director is available to call, follow up, speak with, visit, email or
stalk any of your leads. You and your team will get points for any new members that are a result of your leads.
Ladies and Gentlemen! START YOUR ENGINES!!!

RED TEAM: 17
BLUE TEAM: 21
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Of interest …. County News
April: Growing pains lead to many gains
My family moved to Pasco County in 1987, courtesy of the leadership at Saddlebrook Resort. When we
were being encouraged to leave Charleston, SC, the leaders at Saddlebrook took us to the beautiful beaches of Pinellas and the sites of attraction in Hillsborough County. When we moved here, I was surprised by
the limited facilities in Pasco. I can say that is not the situation today.
As I address community groups today, they are amazed at the progress of Pasco, although they worry about
infrastructure limitations, including traffic woes. Great efforts have been made to entice corporations to conduct their business in Pasco. Success stories include Welbilt, Meopta USA, Superior Precast, TRU Simulation, Mettler Toledo (no relation to Chris), and Leggett & Platt.
Often, people want to close the doors when they arrive to Florida and prevent future growth, but Florida welcomed many of us from other locations and the weather and natural beauty are hard to compare to anywhere else in the world. The chart shown demonstrates how IRS tracks where personal income migrates. As
you can see, Pasco has gained residents from Hillsborough and Pinellas and many counties in New York.
We have lost residents to surrounding counties, possibly wanting less traffic frustration.
Florida’s current population is almost 21 million and is projected to grow to 26 million by 2030. Pasco’s 2030
projections range from 526,100 to 876,900, but with a current population of 512,368, I believe we will be on
the higher side of that projection. Either way, as Heraclitus (535 BC) said, “there is nothing permanent except change.”

As our county continues to grow, the Pasco
County Clerk & Comptroller is making many
moves to adapt. New systems for court filings
were implemented to allow our teammates to
process an always growing number of court
documents. Our records team is able to handle more volume while providing records to
the public in a timely fashion. Our IT team is
implementing changes to expedite and simplify many processes.
Our vision of “Excellence always” helps us
implement these changes in preparation for
our bright future.
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Of interest …. County News
PASCO SHERIFF’S OFFICE NEWSLETTER
April 2018
Modern-day crooks have evolved to use technology to rip off unsuspecting citizens from their money and
property. You should always remain diligent to prevent you or your loved ones from becoming a victim.
Here is a list of some of the most common scams that we see in Pasco that you need to be aware of.
Identity theft: This crime occurs when someone uses your personal information to open accounts to purchase goods in your name or gains access to your accounts to steal your money. Crooks can gain access to
your personal information, such as your social security number, by stealing your mail, or illegally accessing your information
by hacking online businesses that may have this information. Recent such hacks include Target and Equifax. You should
check your credit report from the three credit bureaus at least once a year to determine if any false accounts have been opened
in your name. Also investigate any strange billings to any of your current accounts.
Phone scams: Unfortunately, criminals still use this method because it still works. We have recently had several citizens report
that they have had calls from people claiming to be members of our agency and unless they sent money to satisfy a warrant
that existed on them, they would be arrested. This scam is also used by crooks claiming to be from the court system, the FBI,
or the IRS. All of them claim that for a fee, your problem will go away or you will face arrest and jail time. Don’t fall for these
false claims.
Bogus emails: Probably everyone has received several different versions of this email, claiming that they have money that
belongs to you or they have money they are trying to move into the United States and they need your help, or that you have
somehow won some obscure lottery that you never ever entered. All they need is your banking information to send you the
money, or you need to pay a fee in order to get the money that is owed to you. Use your common sense. These emails are always an attempt to steal your money.
Counterfeit money: With the advent of home computers and high-resolution printers, crooks can now print very real looking
paper counterfeit money. Although they may look real, these amateurs cannot get down the feel of real money in these bogus
bills. Always be diligent when receiving cash from transactions, especially high denominations, which crooks tend to make the
most.
Tax fraud: This is another side to identity theft, where a criminal will file a false federal income tax return in your name, getting the refund that is meant for you. Although the IRS is making strides in stopping this crime, it is still prevalent and can be
tedious for you to prove that you did not make the false claim.
For more information on these crimes and what to do if you are a victim, please visit the Crime Prevention page of the Pasco
Sheriff’s Office website at https://pascosheriff.com/crime-prevention.
Pasco Sheriff’s Office Facebook: Facebook.com/pascosheriff
Pasco K9 Association: Facebook.com/psok9association
Pasco Sheriff’s Office School Safety: Facebook.com/pascosheriffschoolsafety
Pasco Sheriff’s Office Twitter: Twitter.com/PascoSheriff

@PascoSheriff

During times of emergency, the Pasco Sheriff’s Office website at PascoSheriff.com, and our Facebook and
Twitter social media platforms are here to provide the most up-to-date information to citizens.
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