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www.CentralPascoChamber.com
MISSION STATEMENT
To aggressively advocate for the interest of our diverse business community
by promoting business advancement, economic growth and job creation.

Greetings……
August 2018 President’s Message

Vision: The Central Pasco Chamber of Commerce will be the leading resource for our diverse
business community
Mission: To aggressively advocate for the interest of our diverse business community by promoting business advancement, economic growth and job creation

As President, I often find myself viewing our community in a deeper light. Through the month
of July I have seen many exciting happenings going on.
We would like to extend a huge CONGRATULATIONS to Lonnie & Bobbie with A OK
Trophies on the next journey in their lives! The 30 Years of Membership has been wonderful and you are a true asset as a true community collaborator.
Mr. Jim Willis had his book launch “How On Earth Did I Get Here”. I was truly amazed
with the communities outpouring of love and support for his success. Jim was ROCKING the house while still showing how humble he really is.
Our Executive Assistant had a BIRTHDAY celebration this month.
Many happenings in our Community! Check out the calendar to see what else is going on!
As we are starting wrap up our summer lives let’s all take the time to share a smile, card, email,
coffee with a community member. Tell us what you are up to! Get out there and let’s make
some happenings for ourselves.
This is your chamber. How can the Chamber help you? Let us know .
If you work just for money, you’ll never make it, but if you love what you’re doing
and you always put the customer first, success will be yours. ~ Ray Kroc
I believe it as well.
Sincerely,
Les Saland – President
2018-2019 Board of Directors
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2018-2019 Board of Directors
President

President Elect

Les Saland

A.L. Saland Insurance
Solutions
(813) 995-0292

Elayne Bassinger

City of San Antonio Mayor
Pro Tempore and Parks
Commissioner
(813) 495-2336

Secretary

Treasurer

Heritage Park Foundation
(813) 996-3011

First National Bank of Pasco
(813) 607-2555

Sandy Graves

Kathy Balthazard

Past President

Cindy Caroline

David Gainer

Caroline Contractors
(813) 931-4611

(813) 397-3960

Kurt Conover

Regional Medical Center Bayonet Point
(727) 861-5141

Terri Dusek

RE/MAX Premier Group
(813) 340-7973

Jim Engelmann

Judi Fisher

Commercial Partners Realty
(813) 508-4981

Architectural Signage & Printing
(813) 996-6777

Larry Giannone

Rosie Heim

Christian Brothers Automotive
(813) 949-0100

Lutz-Land O’ Lakes Woman’s Club
(813) 598-6945

Dr. Jorge Santana

1 Source Chiropractic &
Physical Medicine Center
(813) 448-2222

Chamber Office Staff
Suzanne Beauchaine
Executive Director
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Charlotte Ortiz
Executive Assistant
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July New Members
Priority 1 Signs

Badges of Honor, LLC

Suncoast Surface Technology

Rotary Club of Wesley Chapel

Ralph Fisher, Esquire
Social Media Marketing by
Christy Maldonado

Seamless Communications

July Renewals
The Chamber would like to thank the following companies & organizations for their
continued support through the renewal of their membership!

20 + YEARS
Jerry McCarthy-State Farm 33 years!
Schaer Development Of Central FL, Inc. 31 years!
Loyless Funeral Home, Inc. 24 years!
Regional Medical Center at Bayonet Point 21 years!

10-19 YEARS
Two Men And A Truck
Clearwater Gas

1-9 YEARS
Mettler Toledo Safeline & Eagle Product Inspection
Oasis Pregnancy Center
DMG Financial, LLC
Staywell/Wellcare
Famous Tate
Pepin Academies Pasco
Resort at Paradise Lakes
Wesley Chapel Toyota & Honda
Uphill Marketing
G-Man Lawn Care
Independent Financial Services

Chamber Review

3

Mark Your Calendar!
Did you know?...
Your Central Pasco Chamber of
Commerce office has a conference
room to rent for private meetings!


Register early for savings!
Wednesday Morning Networking ~ save $3
General Membership Luncheon~ save $5
Easy registration at
www.centralpascochamber.com

The earlier you join as an
event sponsor,
the more time you get
noticed...making your marketing
dollars work harder for you!!



Conference Table seating up to 12

Complimentary Wi-Fi available

Complimentary whiteboard
Smart TV available to rent for your
meeting

Ample parking

Discounted rates for Chamber Members!
Contact the Central Pasco Chamber office
for more details or scheduling
813-909-2722
office@centralpascochamber.com

AUGUST CHAMBER MEETINGS & EVENTS
Wednesday Morning Networking Meeting

Wednesday, August 1st 7:30 am
The Lake House at Hungry Harry’s Family Bar-B-Que

New Member Orientation

Wednesday, August 22nd 5:15 pm
Central Pasco Chamber Office

Ribbon Cutting

Thursday, August 2nd 5 pm
Orange Blossom Women’s Group

Monthly Mixer

Wednesday, August 22nd 6 pm
Asturia– A Hines Community

Brochure Exchange

Tuesday, August 7th 5 pm
Rasmussen College, Land O’ Lakes Campus

Ribbon Cutting

Thursday, August 23rd 5:30 pm
The Tire Choice

General Membership Meeting
Tuesday, August 14th 11:30 am
Hilton Garden Inn Suncoast Parkway

Ribbon Cutting

Friday, August 24th 12 pm
Belk

Ribbon Cutting

Tuesday, August 14th 5:30 pm
My Pediatrics

Website
Scan the QR
or visit

www.CentralPascoChamber.com
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Chamber Website
Calendar
AUGUST 2018 CLICK HERE

Mobile App
Scan the QR code or visit the
website
www.central-pasco-chamber.com
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2018-2019 Directories are here!
Stop by The Central Pasco Chamber of
Commerce office to pick up your copy or
click here for a digital copy
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IS REAL
LY GOOD
!

NEW LOCATION for General Membership Meeting!

2155 Northpointe Parkway
Lutz, FL 33558

Speakers for 2018
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August
Congressman Gus Bilirakis
September
Lourdes Bahr, US Department of Labor
October
David Cooper, CEO Anglicotech LLC & Iviry
November
Kristen Carson, Florida Department of Transportation

Sponsorship Opportunities are available for 2019 and will be filled quickly.
$75 Sponsorship includes:
 Your logo displayed at the event
 You may distribute promotional materials on the tables
 You will have up to 5 minutes to speak to the group
 Social media, website, newsletter, and email recognition for being the sponsor
 Your lunch ticket

Register to be a sponsor at www.CentralPascoChamber.com or
call Suzanne or Charlotte at 813-909-2722
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Business of the Month

Investing in the Health of Our Community
Regional Medical Center Bayonet Point hit another milestone in late June with the
opening of Pasco County’s first Comprehensive Stroke Center. The Neuro Interventional Surgery program houses the latest imaging and surgical options, giving patients immediate access to the highest level of stroke and neurological care. Tertiary services like this, our Level II Trauma Center and the Heart Institute, along with
our expansion into graduate medical education (GME), support the community’s
economic health as well, attracting highly trained medical professionals, physicians
and their families to the area.
Under the leadership of CEO Sharon Hayes, the hospital is now turning its attention
to the renovation and expansion of surgical services. The 19,000 square foot project primarily includes internal renovation but we will also add a new Post Anesthesia Care Unit (PACU) and Central Sterile service at a projected cost of $14.7 million. The project will not affect existing roads or visitor parking, and will take about
18 months to complete.

New Business? New Member?
Moved location? Remodeled showroom?
Schedule your Ribbon Cutting or Grand Opening Celebration with
The Central Pasco Chamber of Commerce today!
As part of your membership, this is a free service YOUR
Chamber provides to increase traffic to your business!
Chamber Review
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Your Chamber in Action!
Wednesday Morning Networking
Start your morning the right way by attending the next Wednesday Morning Networking Meetings
Sponsored By:

General Membership Meeting
Sponsored By:

Guest Speaker Brian Corley,
Supervisor of Elections

Sponsorship Opportunities are still available for our 2018 meetings & events
Sponsorship includes:
 Your logo displayed at the event
 You may distribute promotional materials on the tables
 You will have up to 5 minutes to speak to a captive audience
 Social media, website, newsletter, and email recognition for being the sponsor
 Your breakfast/lunch ticket (where applicable)
Chamber Review
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The first 100 customers in
each Belk store will receive
a free gift card.
Belk
2111 Collier Parkway
Land O’ Lakes, FL

Saturday, August 25, 2018
4 hours only!
6-10 am
In store only
Private ticketed event*
*pick up your ticket at
the Central Pasco Chamber of Commerce
office or at one of
our networking events!
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Ambassador of the Month

Tony Rivas
Being a member of the Central Pasco Chamber of Commerce has been a very rewarding experience and now it is even better for having been selected as the Ambassador of the month.
My membership is due to my personal business, Rivas Home Inspection. Since October
2017, I am a representative of another member organization PHSC (Pasco-Hernando State
College).
I have lived in Florida for the last 32 years (30 years in Pinellas County and 2 years in Pasco
County) after spending nine years in Texas and two years in Panama.
I received a Bachelor of Building Construction degree from the University of Florida and
earned a Master of Public Administration from Troy University (Florida region).
My wife of 44 years, Nieves, and I are really enjoying our new home in Land O’ Lakes. We
enjoy golfing together, but it never seems to be enough time for playing as often as we
would like! Both of us were born in Cuba and enjoy being bi-lingual and bi-cultural.
Hello to all my friends in the Chamber. I look forward to getting to know the other folks I
have not met.
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#BeElectionReady!
We're ready - are you?
Let's work together for a successful Primary Election on Tuesday, August 28, 2018. The following tips
will help you prepare:
There are Three Ways to Vote!
Vote-by-Mail - convenient, easy, no lines or waiting, no reason required, delivered to your door and
the ability to track your ballot online. Order your ballot at www.pascovotes.com or call 800-851-8754.
Early Voting - Saturday, August 18 - Saturday, August 25 at 11 locations countywide. Saturday and
Sunday 9:00 - 5:00, Monday - Friday 10:00 - 6:00. See www.pascovotes.com for locations and wait
times. We have four new voting locations!
On Election Day - August 28th - Polls are open from 7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Primary Election Fun Facts:
 By law, Florida is a closed primary state. Simply stated, a closed primary means that the candidate
choices on your ballot will be only candidates that are the same party affiliation as your voter registration. In Florida, the parties elect their own candidates which go on to oppose the opposite party in the
General Election.*
 Unlike many states, party changes on Election Day are statutorily prohibited in Florida.
If you are registered without party affiliation, there is still a ballot for you! All voters will vote for the
non-partisan School Board Member races and the judicial races.
*In the General Elections ballots are not party specific. Voters are issued precinct-specific ballots according to state house and senate lines, local contests such as Community Development District races,
and candidates that are elected at large.
Where Do I Vote on Election Day?
Know your polling location in advance. This information was provided to you on your voter information
card, but it is also available at http://www.pascovotes.com/Precincts-Districts/Precinct-Finder or by
calling 800-851-8754.
Due to population growth, it was necessary to make some adjustments to precincts. As a result, some
polling locations changed. All affected voters with up-to-date addresses on file were notified.
What Else Should I know?
 Review your sample ballot before voting and take it with you to the polls.
Take your photo and signature ID, or you will be statutorily required to vote a provisional ballot. Your
FL driver license or FL ID card meet this requirement, but there are other acceptable forms of identification. See www.pascovotes.com for a list of these.
My staff and I are dedicated to providing exemplary public service to the citizens of Pasco County and
we pledge to #BeElectionReady! Will you? As always, we stand ready to assist.
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Fall Golf Classic
Friday, October 12, 2018

Plantation Palms Golf Club
23253 Plantation Palms Blvd, Land O’ Lakes

PRESENTED BY:
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Member to Member Hot Deals
Spring Cleaning Specials
Starting at $75
L&S Piper Cleaning
Services, LLC
(813) 545-4979
Lspipercleaning@gmail.com

Architectural Signage &
Printing
10% off your order for ALL
CHAMBER MEMBERS!
813-996-6777

Affordable Lock & Security
Solutions
10% off all locksmith and
security services including safes
(813) 232-7600
Sales@affordablelock.com

Residence Inn Suncoast Parkway/ Northpointe Village

Book your holiday party with us by November 30,
2018 and enjoy 20% off Food and Beverage!
Call Eileen at 813-749-2822
eileen.crowley@concordhotels.com
Offer Valid: May 1, 2018 – November 30, 2018

Pet Supplies Plus
is very excited to be part of the
Central Pasco Chamber of Commerce
family, that being said, we would like to
give the Chamber members 10% off every time they come in!
Offer Valid: August 12, 2017 – August 11,
2018

Central Pasco Chamber Members
get 20% OFF- ANY Vacuum
cleaner purchase or service
A+ Discount Vacuums & Janitorial
Supplies
813-949-4994

The Laker/Lutz News
Attention NEW and RENEWING MEMBERS! Take advantage of $500 OFF your 13
week (or more) ad campaign! This offer is
good for up to 60 days after you have joined
or renewed your membership.
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Of interest …. County News
By her own account, Michele DeGennaro had the essentials of life covered. Roof over her head.
Check. Food on the table. Check. Job she enjoyed. Check. Family that loved and nurtured her,
come what may. Check.
What she lacked, however, was purpose. Not that you can tell now. Whether it’s resolving complex IT issues or – as of
July 15 – overseeing the 34,000 members of the Florida American Legion Auxiliary as its freshly elected president,
there is no mistaking that Michele Degennaro is someone who moves with vigorous intent.
Nonetheless, Michele is the first to say it was not always so. Once, there was this hole.
Not that she knew it at the time, exactly. It was a nagging without a name. Until, in the company of longtime friend and
future colleague Jackie Booth, she visited the local American Legion Auxiliary, Unit 335 in Hudson.
Then, like a rose under time-lapse imaging, what stood between Michele and fulfillment exploded in a moment, fully
formed and life-altering. No. Make that life-affirming.
It was an October 16 years ago, and the place was buzzing with activity. A year after the events of 9/11 rocked Americans from their post-history slumber, the campus on Osceola Drive buzzed like a hive with the purpose that soothed
Michele’s unnamed ache.
Over here, members packed packages to send to troops overseas. Over there, others worked on collections for
Thanksgiving and Christmas. And as she watched, Michele felt the swell of destiny.
“I knew how lucky I was,” she says. “But I wasn’t feeling fulfilled. I knew I could do more. … I realized it was time for me
to give back. I’ve been an active member ever since.”
Name it, Michele has done it. Membership. Public relations. Historian. Veterans affairs and rehabilitation. Children
and youth. Protocol. Girls State. She was her unit’s president for nine years, moving into state leadership in 2015 – but
only after losing a close, bruising, and ultimately educational election the year before.
Standing for the first time for 3rd vice president in 2014, only 17 votes swung an election in which
756 ballots were cast. Losing hurt, she concedes, especially to see the room so divided.
“But I realized, right then, I’m not giving up. I have too much to offer,” she says. “I’m in [the Auxiliary] for all the right reasons, so I didn’t take my toys and go home.”
A year later, she was elected 3rd VP unopposed. And on July 15, at the state American Legion
Auxiliary convention in Orlando, she became president by acclamation.
“I didn’t take anything for granted,” Michele says. Just because no one else had been nominated
to oppose her before the convention didn’t mean a name couldn’t emerge from the delegates on
the floor.
“When they opened it up for other nominations,” Michele says, “I held my breath.” It wasn’t necessary. Not another name emerged, and the candidate who started out winning by losing won
the Florida Auxiliary’s top post unopposed. Thus was the Year of Michele proclaimed.
While the office is unpaid – everyone throughout the Auxiliary is a volunteer – certain cool perks
attend: a prominently decorated Chevy SUV (including her “We’re all in” logo, designed in partnership with Clerk &
Comptroller retiree and artist Karl Stewart), as well as bookings to the relevant conventions and conferences. Which
means Michele will be in Indianapolis in August 2019 when the American Legion Auxiliary turns 100.
Meanwhile, she plans to be all in – her administration’s catch phrase – on Final Salute Inc., a nonprofit that helps
homeless women veterans find safe, suitable housing. (A white paper on the subject suggests this is not as easy as it
would seem.)
Founded in 2010, Final Salute addresses a nagging hole in the veterans’ safety net, a place through which unemployed female veterans – especially female vets with children – often tumble. Described by the organization as “the
invisible homeless,” women veterans are up to three times more likely than any other American population group to be
homeless.
“We want to raise a lot of money for Final Salute,” Michele says, “and every dime we raise in Florida will be spent here
in Florida.”
How purpose-driven is that? We expect, with her blend of energy and focus, Final Salute is in for a banner year, at
least in Florida, where, lured by sun, beaches, mild winters, and low taxes, veterans’ numbers are surging.
Well. They couldn’t have a better advocate than Michele, a dynamo who has embraced
her moment.
“I really want to make a difference,” she says, “so that I can lead these women and this
organization into its next 100 years.”
As the personification of preparation meeting opportunity, Michele DeGennaro is all in.
We’re proud to be in there with her.
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Of interest …. County News
PASCO SHERIFF’S OFFICE NEWSLETTER
August 2018
The start of the 2018-19 school year in Pasco County is August 13 and I urge parents and their
children to familiarize themselves with important school safety information provided by the
Pasco Sheriff’s Office.
Parents and guardians should understand that student and staff safety is the top priority for
our agency on our school campuses. It bears repeating, for there are violations every year, that no weapons,
drugs, and tobacco products are allowed on any Pasco school campus.
Making direct or indirect threats to commit acts of violence on any school campus, whether joking or not, is
illegal in Florida. It is a felony to threaten any gun violence at a Florida school. The law previously only mentioned threats by bombing, but now any such threat is considered serious and no leniency is given for students who are “only joking.” We must consider any such threat, verbal or written, as serious and we will and
have arrested any student making such threats.
On March 8 of this year, the state Legislature amended the law, (FS 836.10) Written Threats to Kill, making
it a felony to convey threats of gun violence or acts of terrorism against any person in writing or through any
electronic record, which includes posts to social media. Any person who makes, posts, or transmits a threat in a
writing or other record, including an electronic record, to conduct a mass shooting or an act of terrorism, in
any manner that would allow another person to view the threat commits a felony of the second degree.
In a partnership with the Pasco County School Board, the Pasco Sheriff’s Office places law enforcement deputies on middle and high school campuses through the school resource officer (SRO) program. The primary
role of the SRO is the safety and security of our students and faculty. These full-time deputies investigate
any crimes committed on campus and any allegations of child abuse off-campus. SROs ensure that our
school grounds are safe during the school day and at school events. Every parent should get to know their
child’s school resource officer and turn to that individual for any questions about their child’s safety on campus. Parents should encourage their children to report any suspicious behavior or circumstances to their
SRO, school safety guard, or a school official immediately.
Because of the horrifying high school shooting in Parkland, Fla. on Feb. 14, less than a month later, the state
Legislature passed a law making it mandatory for elementary school campuses to also have additional protection in the form of security guards. The Pasco County School Board has wasted no time in hiring and, via
the Pasco Sheriff’s Office Training Section, training these individuals so that they will be ready to serve and
protect elementary school campuses at the start of the new school year.
The official platform for the most up-to-date and accurate information for citizens to receive about any major incidents or safety concerns about a school. follow us on Facebook at Facebook.com/
pascosheriffschoolsafety.
Visit FloridaDisaster.org for more information on evacuation routes and emergency preparedness.
Pasco Sheriff’s Office Facebook: Facebook.com/pascosheriff
Pasco K9 Association: Facebook.com/psok9association
Pasco Sheriff’s Office School Safety: Facebook.com/pascosheriffschoolsafety
Pasco Sheriff’s Office Twitter: Twitter.com/PascoSheriff @PascoSheriff
During times of emergency, the Pasco Sheriff’s Office website at PascoSheriff.com, and our Facebook and
Twitter social media platforms are here to provide the most up-to-date information to citizens.
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