VOICE OF THE BRONX
BUSINESS NEWS

“You never know where your next big deal is going to come from!”

2017 BRONX BIZ & INFORMATION
EXPO PLANNING UNDERWAY

(l. to r.) Bronx Chamber of Commerce President & CEO Nunzio Del Greco, and Membership Director Sashee

Rivera; Catherine Cioffi, Mercy College; Nicole McNulty, Apple Bank; and Sir Snowden, Fordham University

Nunzio Del Greco, President & CEO

OPPORTUNITY TO
PARTICIPATE IN
THE 2017-2018
MAJOR INITIATIVES
As part of the Bronx Chamber of
Commerce Mission, three 2017-2018
Major Initiatives have been established to
promote commerce in the business
community and expand economic
development in the borough of The Bronx.
Members and friends of The Bronx
Chamber of Commerce are invited to
participate in one or more of the Major
Initiatives as an excellent way to network,
interact with fellow Members to share
ideas and common interests, further the
Chamber’s objectives for Bronx
businesses, economic development and
the borough through its promotion,
support and advocacy initiatives. The first
meeting will be scheduled in the next few
weeks. To be invited to the first meeting,
please emai: Nunzio@BronxChamber.org.

2017-2018 Major Initiatives

Members of The Bronx Chamber of Commerce
Planning Committee (above) met in July to discuss
the 2017 Bronx Biz & Information Expo at The Mall
at Bay Plaza on October 5th and you are invited to
attend and/or be a vendor. Showcase your business
at our annual expo -- the biggest in the Bronx -- and
sponsorship opportunities are available, including
speaking, breakouts and workshop sessions. Last
year’s expo was a tremendous success (see right)
and we expect this year’s expo to be even better.

Labor Unions–Business
and The Bronx Chamber of
Commerce Partnership

Meet-and-greet your business neighbors. Learn
about them and let them learn about you. Browse for
free or purchase a vendor table and be part of the
action! Book your vendor table by September 14, 2017 and save $100! Each vendor gets
one six-foot table, two chairs and a listing in the 2017 Expo Directory. Some restrictions
may apply for businesses conflicting with existing businesses in the mall. See page 7 for
information.
After the Expo, stick around for a 5:00pm networking get-together at Outback
Steakhouse on the ground floor of the mall. Bring business cards. Shake hands. Share
ideas. Meet your business peers. Walk away with potential new business and new
business associates. 

There are many unions with great
apprenticeship programs leading to
good paying middle class skilled jobs in
the trades including: electricians,
plumbers, carpenters, bricklayers,
steam fitters, elevator mechanics and
more.
The Bronx Chamber of Commerce
will provide the structure and staff
assistance to facilitate to launch and
progress of the Labor Unions –
Business Partnership which would
benefit all participants and increase
employment.
Co-Branding and Co-Sponsorship
Opportunities are available.
continued on page 3...
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2018 Bronx Business
Directory & Resource
Guide to be Published
Nunzio Del Greco
President & CEO

Dear Members & Friends,
I am excited to announce that as part of the thriving renaissance
underway in The Bronx, we have renewed our partnership with Today
Media to produce the 2018 Bronx Business Directory & Resource
Guide for The Bronx Chamber of Commerce membership and business
community. The 2017 edition was a tremendous success and the 2018
edition will be more successful as a business referral tool.
The 2018 Bronx Business Directory & Resource Guide will list all
members alphabetically and by category for referrals and new
business contacts. The Directory will also feature important resource
information. The Directory will be distributed to more than 2,500
member businesses, new businesses and select governmental offices.
It will also be distributed at Bronx Chamber of Commerce events
throughout the year in addition to the Digital Edition available online.
To confirm or update your contact information for the 2018 Business
Directory & Resource Guide, contact Sashee Rivera at (718) 828-3900.
Membership in the Bronx Chamber of Commerce is now more
important than ever with the excellent Meet-Up networking
opportunities, seminars, workshops, expanded list of committees, and
the 2018 Business Directory.
I encourage businesses to serve on committees as an excellent
way to network and meet potential new customers, contribute directly
to the work of the Bronx Chamber, interact with fellow members to
share ideas and common interests, further the Chamber’s objectives
for Bronx businesses, economic development and the borough
through its promotion, support and advocacy initiatives. There are
also advertising opportunities in the 2018 Bronx Business Directory &
Resource Guide.
For more information, contact Senior Account Executive Allan
Kolstein at akolstein@todaymediainc.com or (914) 345-0601, x162.
I look forward to your active participation and support of The
Bronx Chamber of Commerce! “You never know where your next big
deal is going to come from”!
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Sincerely,

Nunzio
Nunzio Del Greco
President and CEO
Bronx Chamber of Commerce

Combat Inequality by Helping Award
$16 Billion to Minority and
Women Owned Businesses
by Gregg Bishop,
Commissioner of the Department of Small Business Services
NYC small business owners, do you want to live in a city
where the local economy mirrors the vast diversity of New
Yorkers? So do we, but we need your input to make this a
reality. Mayor Bill de Blasio is pushing to level the playing field
for minority and women-owned businesses (M/WBEs) to build
a more inclusive local economy that reflects the vibrant fabric
of our city. Under the Mayor’s leadership, the City of New York Gregg Bishop
made a bold commitment to award $16 billion in City contracts Commissioner of
to minority and women-owned businesses by 2025. Over the Department of
last two years alone, the percentage of contract dollars Small Business
awarded to these businesses has nearly doubled and we are on Services
track to hit 30% of all contract dollars by 2021. While the
progress is real, there’s always room for growth. That’s why we’re calling in the experts:
the small business owners with real-life experience doing business, or seeking to do
business, with the City. You have the power to make our contractors look like NYC
without even leaving your storefront.

The NYC Dept. of Small Business Services is asking small business
owners to complete an online form as part of a study we commissioned
to examine how the City can better utilize M/WBEs as contractors and
subcontractors. We want to know where there is a disparity between
the percentage of M/WBEs that exists in different industries and the
percentage of M/WBEs in these industries that are receiving City
contracts. We can’t close the gaps unless we know the gaps.
The disparity study will examine:

1.
2.

3.

The procurement of Construction, Professional Services (including Architecture and
Engineering), Standard Services and Goods for the City;
The subcontracting practices of prime contractors/vendors who do business with
the City;
The anecdotal evidence collected from a broad cross section of minority-, women-,
and non-minority-owned firms; and Minority and women-owned business
participation in the private sector.

The study is being conducted through a series of community meetings, interviews,
and surveys. To achieve an accurate picture, we are asking that those directly affected,
including M/WBE and non-M/WBE City contractors, complete a quick online form about
their contracting experiences. More information is available at
cityofnydisparitystudy.com
Our online form is readily accessible in English, Spanish, Chinese, Korean, and
Haitian Creole. If you are a business owner who has done business or attempted to do
business with the City, I strongly encourage you to make your voice heard. Take
advantage of this opportunity to inform real change by completing the online form. By
doing so, you will help change City policy for the better.
Additionally, if you are an M/WBE business owner and your business is not yet
certified as an M/WBE, please take advantage of this free service. We have a
streamlined certification process and my team is available to guide you through it.
Certified businesses obtain greater access to contracting opportunities through classes,
networking events, and targeted solicitations. They receive technical assistance to better
compete for contracts and benefit from inclusion in the City’s Online Directory of
Certified Businesses. Find out how you can get certified by visiting http://www.nyc.gov/
getcertified or by calling 311. 

continued from page 1...
Professionals and companies interested
in participating in the Labor Unions –
Business Partnership, should contact
Nunzio Del Greco, President and CEO
of the Bronx Chamber of Commerce
via email: Nunzio@BronxChamber.org.

Non-profit and Community
Organizations Initiative
Create a Forum / Platform for non
-profit and community organizations
to network, discuss problems, issues,
share ideas, build relationships to
assist in improving services to their
Bronx constituents.
The Bronx Chamber of Commerce
will provide the structure and staff
assistance to facilitate to launch and
progress of the Non-Profit and
Community Organizations Initiative.
Co-Branding and Co-Sponsorship
Opportunities are available.
Professionals and companies
interested in participating in the NonProfit and Community Initiative
should contact Nunzio Del Greco,
President and CEO of the Bronx
Chamber of Commerce via email:
Nunzio@BronxChamber.org

Increase the Number of
M/WBE Certified
Companies

There are over 30,000 businesses
in The Bronx. Only a small number of
the companies are certified M/WBEs.
New York State Governor Mario
Cuomo and New York City Mayor Bill
De Blasio have established a goal of
30% of State and City contracts to be
allocated to M/WBE firms.
There is a lot of work that needs to
be done to increase the number of M/
WBE Certified companies. Outreach,
communication and education is
paramount in informing companies of
the tangible benefits and value of
being certified to access approximately
$65 billions of dollars annually.
email: Nunzio@BronxChamber.org
Co-Branding and Co-Sponsorship
Opportunities are available.
Professionals and companies
interested in participating in the NonProfit and Community Initiative,
should contact Nunzio Del Greco,
President and CEO of the Bronx
Chamber of Commerce via email:
Nunzio@BronxChamber.org 
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MERCY COLLEGE MBA PROGRAM ADVISORY BOARD:
“WE GO AFTER THE DIFFERENCE MAKERS”
The Mercy College MBA/Strategic Consulting Institute (MBA/SCI) Advisory Board is not your father’s
Oldsmobile. By becoming actively engaged in shaping the curriculum, building reputation and enrollment,
and attracting other thought leaders and influencers, the MBA/SCI Advisory Board has become Mercy
College’s newest, most innovative champion.
Chair of Graduate Business and Executive Dean and Director of the Strategic Consulting Institute
Dr. Ray Manganelli initially recruited a group of 15 business professionals from outside Mercy to serve on
the College’s first ever MBA program advisory board. Targeting industry leaders from engineering, real
estate, marketing, financial services, health care, higher education and more, Manganelli and his
recruiting team, which included the President and Provost, sought the right blend of individuals with the
business acumen and vision to help build an MBA program unlike any other. “We go after the differencemakers,” he said.

DURANTE RENTALS
CO-FOUNDER & CFO
CHRIS JONES
HONORED AT
2017 CFO INNOVATION
CONFERENCE & AWARDS

Although some Advisory Board members are unfamiliar with Mercy at the outset, that quickly
changes as they become deeply engaged with the program and its students. Executive Director of
Graduate Business Operations Maureen Cross observed, “Not only do the members help build the
program, they also serve as mentors and advisors, and provide important career connections.”
The advantage of a board that consists of successful and well-connected business people, said
Manganelli, is their direct line of sight to what the market seeks in its MBAs. Their insights help Mercy
prioritize where it will invest its resources, and their continuing participation opens many doors. The
graduate business program has grown from 274 students to over 500 since 2012.
At the twice-yearly meetings, attendance is impressive. Upwards of 40 external members attended
the most recent meeting in June, along with some 25 members of the Mercy faculty and administration.
They were joined by MBA students and alumni, swelling the number to more than 100.
continued on page 6...

Chris Jones, Durante Rentals CoFounder and CFO, was honored with the
2017 Small Market Companies: Thinking
Big Award at the 2017 CFO Innovation
Conference. The awards ceremony and
dinner were held before hundreds of
executives at the New Jersey Performing
Arts Center and honored some of the
sharpest CFO minds in the country. CFO’s
received recognition in fourteen CFOfocused categories with finalists and award
recipients selected by an independent panel
of judges.

Come as a guest to the @NyExpo - the premier event for New York small businesses.
Join us on Nov 7, 2017 at the Javits Center, For a day of networking and education.
Receive a free premium pass ($20 value) http://ow.ly/HWO030dKHri.

VOICE OF THE BRONX
BUSINESS NEWS
has been redesigned to improve communications with members of
The Bronx Chamber of Commerce.
The Chamber encourages members to submit press releases,
testimonials, promote events, and increase engagement with the
business community. Please submit articles to

jesse@bronxchamber.org

The Thinking Big Award celebrates the
CFO who has overcome the small company
mind-set, has instilled a sophisticated
management style into the company, and
has inspired leadership, employees, and
partners to grow and succeed despite
limited resources and against larger and
more formidable competitors.
“My journey as CFO of a construction
equipment rental company has been an
interesting one, with many learning curves
along the way, especially since my
background is in tech, media, and not-forprofits,” said Chris Jones. “Being honored
with this prestigious Innovation Award is
something near and dear to myself, my
partners and my staff as Innovation is one
of our company’s four core values. We take
extreme pride in each department’s
innovative approach to running the day
continued on page 5...
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...continued from page 5

today business and are grateful for the
recognition by CFO Studio and their business
development partners.”
About Chris Jones
Chris holds a degree from the College of
New Jersey in Business Administration and
Accounting. His career journey began when he
founded Progressive Solutions, an accounting
and consulting firm that specialized in assisting
start-ups and distressed companies. As the
leading consulting CFO to over thirty accounts,
he was instrumental in their progression to
healthy and profitable businesses. Chris
eventually sold the company paving the way to
his partnership in Durante Rentals.
Chris teaches and competes in Judo and
has trained with the National Teams of the
USA, Barbados, and Argentina. As a soccer
coach, he led his team to an undefeated
season. He teaches his “Meditation for
Professionals” class in NYC and Westchester
and is a featured speaker on Western
Buddhism. His students learn the mental and
physical benefits for health while also using
meditation to find their creative centers, peak
performance, and to understand the
discursive emotions that prevent most people
from achieving their dreams.
About Durante Rentals
Founded in 2009 by 3 entrepreneurs,
Durante Rentals is the most dependable
name in construction equipment and tool
rentals in the New York Tri-State area.
Construction professionals look to Durante
for all their equipment needs including
excavators, skid steers, light towers,
generators, compressors, forklifts, air tools,
boom lifts and more. Now with eight
convenient locations and counting, their
geographic footprint continues to expand
while servicing NYC’s five boroughs,
Westchester, Rockland and Putnam
Counties, Connecticut and New Jersey.

HUTCHINSON METRO CENTER

APPLEBEE’S BUSINESS
BREAKFAST MEET-UP

The Bronx Chamber hosted a Business Networking Breakfast for our
(from left)
Del Greco,
& CEO
Bronx Chamber
of Commerce;
members
to Nunzio
meet, greet,
and President
share ideas
on increasing
business
activity in
Serrano,
15thabove
District.and below). The Breakfasts have
theCongressman
borough on José
July E.
13th
(pictured
become increasingly productive and attendance has become more diverse.
Companies in attendance included Signature Bank, Webster Bank,
Team Logic, Mercy College, ISE Office Products, EssenMED House Calls,
Haicken Law PLLC, Onsite Drapery Cleaning, Metro Urgicare, Tarrytech
Computer Consultants, P&P Staffing Group, Violet Coffee, Douglas Elliman
Real Estate, American Express, Mosholu Preservation Corporation,
Business Initiative Corporation, Travil Productions, Camelot Realty Group,
and others.
The Breakfast is a great opportunity for members and non-members
to commingle, share concerns and ideas, and strengthen their business
referral network. Events have allowed more partnerships and resources
available to promote M/WBE, H.I.R.E., and career improvement programs
aimed at increasing the number of opportunities in The Bronx. 

For more information about, visit
www.DuranteRentals.com. 

MEMBER TESTIMONIAL
“Working with the Chamber has been uplifting!
Here at Mercy College we are committed to
helping people transform their lives through
higher education, and it is wonderful to work with
an organization that believes in that mission and
supports wholeheartedly.”
Catherine Cioffi, J.D., Director
Community Relations & Public Relations
Mercy College
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... continued from page 4
A typical agenda consists of two or more
presentations, followed by discussion and
feedback. “We ask the Board to honestly assess
the market and the opportunity,” said Manganelli.
“Then we ask what they look for when hiring MBA
graduates.”
That iterative process led to the 2016 launch of the
MBA program’s analytics concentration. By the
following fall, the new curriculum was up and
running, just one year after the initial discussion.
Manganelli agreed that this is very fast for
academia—and also very smart. Currently some 60
percent of students enrolled in Mercy’s MBA
program have chosen analytics as a concentration.

(left) Joe Ippolito, Ali Graphics; Frank Legio, TarryTech Computer Consultants; and Sashee Rivera, Bronx Chamber

of Commerce; (right) Patricia Buckler, TeamLogic IT, and Sir Snowden, Fordham University

Recently the board weighed proposals for potential
concentrations in health care, cyber risk, and
commercial real estate. Dr. Joan Toglia, dean of
the School of Health and Natural Sciences,
presented the proposal for a concentration in health
care. “The shift in health care demands an entirely
different skill set. We need well-trained MBAs with
the critical thinking needed to keep up with
consolidations and mergers, evidence-based
decision-making and shifting payment models,” she
said. And, Mercy’s growing number of
undergraduate majors in health and related fields
could provide a natural pool of candidates.
Presenting the case for the commercial real estate
concentration was Advisory Board member Robert
L. Freedman, Chairman of the Tri-State Region of
Colliers International. The curriculum may cover
basics, like property and asset management,
market analytics and appraisal. Other areas could
include the rich subsectors of international real
estate, retail, community development and senior
living. Freedman recommended the curriculum
provide a distinct set of competencies that will help
students master today’s real estate landscape.
Advisory Board member N. MacDonnell Ulsch
summarized the challenges every business faces in
a hyper-connected age, and demonstrated how
cybercrime represents a tremendous loss of
intellectual property and trade secrets—$300 billion
annually in the U.S. alone. He postulated that the
need for all businesses to incorporate cyber risk
into their strategy will increase the demand for
MBAs with this competency, locking in high-paying
positions across all industry sectors.

Joe Kelleher (l.), Simone Properties and Bronx Chamber of Commerce Chairman, and Chris Caro, ADP Associate
District Manager of Small Business Services.

On July 27th, The Bronx Chamber hosted a Business Networking Outing for
our members to meet, greet and share ideas on increasing business activity in
the borough. Members in attendance included David Lerner Associates, Team
Logic, ADP, F&F Insurance, Bronx Experts, RM Friedland, TarryTech, Gino O.
Longo Architects, New York Life, Forster’s Financial, Children’s Foundation of
Astor, The Woodlawn Cemetery, and Fordham University.
Chamber Members enjoyed Private Golf Lessons by Rick Nielsen, a
seasoned 30-year PGA Professional and Turtle Cove’s Director of Golf. In 2015,
Turtle Cove was named Golf Range Association of America’s Top 50 Standalone
Range. ■
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Manganelli is confident that at least one pilot
concentration will be ready to launch sometime
during the 2017-2018 academic year. “Our 360degree assessment ensures our innovative ideas
are firmly grounded in market validation and
adequate resources,” he said.
He continued, “The Advisory Board shares our
vision of Mercy College as a force for the future of
business. The more Mercy ventures into new areas
where we can make a difference, the closer we are
to realizing this vision.”
To read more, go to www.mercy.edu/sci.
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CORPORATE SPONSORS
TO ADD YOUR COMPANY NAME TO LIST.
email: Nunzio@BronxChamber.org

Altice USA  ConEdison McDonald’s
National Restaurant Association TD Bank

CHAIRMAN’S CIRCLE
TO ADD YOUR COMPANY NAME TO LIST.
email: Nunzio@BronxChamber.org

AFC Urgent Care Apple Bank
Bay Plaza Shopping Center 
Berkeley CollegeCountry Bank Entergy
Flushing Bank Green Street
HHC NYC Health & Hospital Corporation
INDA Association of Nonwoven Fabrics Industry
Montefiore Medical Center
Mosholu Preservation Corporation 
New York Yankees ResCare HomeCare
Ridgewood Savings Bank
RiteCheck Trump Golf Links
Unique People Services United Metro Energy

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
TO ADD YOUR COMPANY NAME TO LIST.
email: Nunzio@BronxChamber.org

Applebee’s AT&T BronxCare/Bronx Lebanon Hospital Center
Bronx Community College Cero Communications 
Children’s Learning Center Hutchinson Metro Center
Lehman College Outback Steakhouse
Residence Inn by Marriott Stagg Group Verizon 
Waste Management

Bronx Chamber of Commerce
Summer Calendar of Events
Thursday, August 10, 2017, 5:00-8:00pm
Bronx Chamber SummerFest Mixer
Location: Residence Inn by Marriott
1776 Eastchester Road, Bronx 10461
Thursday, August 24, 2017, 5:00-8:00pm
Twilight Golf
Location: Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf Course
870 Shore Rd, Bronx 10464

Thursday, September 28, 2017, 12:00-3:00pm
Hispanic Heritage Luncheon
Location: Tosca Marquee
4034 East Tremont Avenue, Bronx 10465
Thursday, October 5, 2017, 10:00am-4:00pm
Bronx Chamber Business Expo
Location: Mall at Bay Plaza
200 Baychester Avenue, Bronx 10475
Thursday, October 12, 2017, 12:00-3:00pm
Italian Heritage Luncheon
Location: F & J Pine Restaurant
1913 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx 10462
Friday, October 27, 2017, 5:00-8:00pm
Bronx Chamber Halloween Networking Party
Location: Residence Inn by Marriott
1776 Eastchester Road, Bronx 10461

NOMINATIONS REQUESTED
The Bronx Chamber of Commerce is
currently seeking honoree nominees
for our
Italian Heritage Luncheon
on September 28th
Hispanic Heritage Luncheon
on October 12th
Veterans Luncheon
on November 16th

Thursday, November 16, 12:00-3:00pm
Veterans Luncheon / Veterans Job & Resource Fair
Location: Maestro’s Caterers
1703 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx 10462
Annual Holiday Party & Toy Drive
Location: Villa Barone Manor
737 Throggs Neck Expressway, Bronx 10465

Please Submit Nominations to
Nunzio Del Greco, President & CEO
Nunzio@bronxchamber.org
718-828-3900

The Bronx Chamber of Commerce Newsletter is published by
The Bronx Chamber of Commerce, 1200 Waters Place, Suite 106, Bronx, NY 10461
Phone: 718-828-3900. Fax: 718-409-3748. www.bronxchamber.org.

Visit the Bronx Chamber of Commerce’s “events” page
at bronxchamber.org for dates and information on our
breakfast and evening networking events.

