VOICE OF THE BRONX
BUSINESS NEWS

“You never know where your next big deal is going to come from!”

The First Bronx Business Strategic
Alliance Meeting Takes Place

Nunzio Del Greco, President & CEO

THE BRONX
MINUTE
ON 1010 WINS NEWS!
The Bronx Chamber of Commerce is
proud to announce the launch of THE
BRONX MINUTE ON 1010 WINS NEWS!
Hosted by 1010 WINS legendary
announcer ROB WALSH, the
BRONX MINUTE will highlight
one Bronx Chamber member
sponsor five times per week
during PM Drive Time.
A full 30 seconds highlighting your
business will be surrounded by an
additional 30 seconds highlighting the
Bronx Chamber and The Bronx – all
recorded and presented by Rob!
The full week’s program is only $3,000
for Bronx Chamber members! Imagine
that…your company on radio all week long!

On May 16th, the first Bronx Business Strategic Alliance Meeting to place
took place to discuss and develop legislative priorities to further enhance
economic development throughout The Bronx.
It was a great meeting with representatives from all Bronx
Business Improvement Districts and Merchant Associations in
attendance. A special Thank You goes out to John Bonizio,
Business Development Chairman, (pictured right with Bronx
Chamber of Commerce President & CEO Nunzio Del Greco) for
his leadership in spearheading this important cooperative effort.
Special guest was Councilman and NYC Small Business
Committee Chairman Mark Gjonaj. I’m looking for very smart
and very talented professionals to serve on key Committees
of the Chamber of Commerce. If interested, email:
Nunzio@BronxChamber.org. ■

Space is severely limited, so don’t put
this off or you’ll miss out! All sponsorship
requests must be received in-house at the
Bronx Chamber of Commerce by August
17, 2018.
For more information, see the attached
information deck or contact Nunzio Del
Greco at Nunzio@bronxchamber.org.
Phone: 718-828-3900. Fax: 718-409-3748.
“You give us 1 minute and we’ll
give you the Bronx Minute!”
Your message and sponsorship
will reach 2.2 million listeners
weekly!
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UP FRONT
RETHINKING REGIONAL RAIL TO
CREATE A WORLD CLASS BRONX
The Bronx is experiencing a renaissance. Nunzio Del Greco
President & CEO
We now have the highest population at any one
point in our history with over 1.8 million
residents and rising. New developments are popping up in neighborhoods
along La Central and Jerome Avenue, creating more than 4,000 new
housing units over the next decade. Investments in the Bronx since 2009
have increased a whopping 152 percent, including a record $3.7 billion
just two short years ago. The Bronx is growing, but it could be booming.
We’ve seen the investments in jobs, housing and local businesses, but
what’s missing is the key “economic engine” that fuels further innovation.
That engine is our rail networks that power the region.
As it stands, our rail systems and the agencies that operate them
are fragmented. Traveling East to West across the Bronx is slow and
inefficient, and traveling via mass transit to LaGuardia or JFK to catch a
flight is virtually nonexistent. For the Bronx to attract world class
businesses, we must invest in regional accessibility to rail and the major
airports to make our borough more integrated, instead of relying on
overcrowded bus lines running parallel to nearby commuter lines. That’s
where ReThink Studio’s regional strategic approach comes into the fold.
ReThink Studio’s strategic plan for the region expands the core, and
we’re not talking about Manhattan. Predicated on through-running
regional rail trains through New York’s Penn Station and building two new
rail tunnels under the Hudson River (Gateway) to create the capacity to
meet today’s demand, Rethink Studio rightly recognizes the creation of a
new state-of-the-art commuter hub in the Port Morris section of the
Bronx that would connect to all three Metro North lines, including the four
new Metro North Stations in Morris Park, Parkchester, Co-op City and
Hunt’s Point as part of Penn Station Access, and Amtrak’s Northeast
Corridor with the existing Hudson and Harlem Lines. A new hub would
also be created just across the Bay at Sunnyside Yards in Queens,
providing the first ever rail link between the boroughs of Bronx and
Queens. This would also provide access to Long Island Rail Road trains,
reduce the number of single occupancy vehicles on local roads and
highways and significantly improve travel times.
This is not just a win-win for Bronx residents. It’s a win-win for the
region, opening up opportunities for people to work, live and dine in the
Bronx. For example: If you live in Westchester, you can get to your
doctor’s appointment at the Hutchinson Medical Center. The local
entrepreneur living in the South Bronx can get to a Mets, Jets or Giants
game directly by train. A Suffolk County resident attending Lehman
College or Fordham University can get to the Bronx on mass transit
without going to Manhattan – and everybody in the entire region can get
to the Bronx Zoo on the train. The economic possibilities and benefits for
creating one rail network that fully integrates transit to/from our borough
Continued on page 6...
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CHAIRMAN’S
MESSAGE
2018 Best of the Bronx Annual Golf
Outing and Awards Recognition at the
New Clubhouse at Trump Golf Link

The Bronx Chamber

TESTIMONIALS

Joe Kelleher
Chairman
Bronx Chamber of
Commerce

The Bronx Chamber of Commerce invites you to
join us at our 2018 Best of the Bronx Golf Outing and
Awards Recognition event at the new Clubhouse at
Trump Golf Links at Ferry Point on Wednesday, June 20, 2016. This annual
Chamber event, our twelfth golf outing since its inception, is the fourth to be
held at Trump Golf Links and the first to be held at their new Clubhouse.
The day’s itinerary includes an 11:00am registration, breakfast and warmup; a 1:00pm shotgun start; and a 5:30pm dinner. The day will also include a
silent and live auction by Eagel Sports. Trump Golf Links at Ferry Point is
located at 500 Hutchinson River Parkway, Bronx, New York 10465 (by the
Whitestone Bridge).

Join us as we recognize two distinguished Best of The Bronx 2018 Golf
Outing Award Recipients in recognition of their outstanding vision, dedication
and commitment to excellence as well as their continuous contributions to our
borough. This year’s awardees are Business Man of the Year: Clarence
Lidharrie, Certified Alarm Tech, Systems, Inc.; and Businesswoman of the
Year: Kathy Zamechansky, KZA Realty, Inc. Portion of Proceeds to benefit
VISIONS who provide services for the blind and visually impaired.
You can register as an individual golfer, come as a foursome, or come as a
non-golfer and enjoy a day in the sun with dinner and cocktails. A number of
sponsorships are available and you can set up a vendor table to promote your
business (which includes two dinner tickets). Members and businesses can take
advantage of advertising in the Best of the Bronx Golf Outing Journal to
promote their services and/or salute the distinguished 2018 honorees.
Members are encouraged to donate their promotional items to the Gift Bag
which will be given to each golfer and dinner guest. You can receive a flyer with
golfing, sponsorship and journal advertising pricing information by e-mailing
your request to phil@bronxchamber.org.
For printable flyer with RSVP form and/or more information or to
register, sponsor, advertise, and/or contribute to the golf outing goody bags,
contact Phil Cardone at 718-828-3900 or email events@bronxchamber.org. ■

“Nunzio, we at RiteCheck are most grateful for
the effective and meaningful support by you and
the Bronx Chamber of Commerce to help us
grow our business in the Bronx. In our looking to
expand, the Chamber was instrumental in
helping us to obtain and open our newest
location in the Throggs Neck Shopping Center –
from supporting our application with New York
State to obtaining letters of support from local
businesses. It is no exaggeration to say that the
Chamber made it possible for us to open our
newest store. RiteCheck is a true believer in
your chamber and will continue to support your
excellent work in all the ways that we can”.
Joseph Coleman,
Rite Check
“Dear Nunzio, It is a real joy to not only witness
the growth and vitality of the Bronx Chamber of
Commerce but to participate in that growth as
well. I am thrilled to be working with you and
your staff on one of the keystones in chamber
growth: the development and distribution of the
chamber business directory. You and your staff
have created a welcoming environment for Bronx
business. Keep up the great work.”
Allan Kolstein,
Today Media
“The Bronx Chamber of Commerce is a great
organization that promotes business growth and
is always looking for ways to improve the
community. The Chamber provides networking
opportunities,
educational
workshops,
advertising and community leadership and
outreach. As a chamber member, I attend many
of their events and developed great business
relationships. The Chamber members are an
engaging group of professionals offering a wide
variety of business opportunities. In addition, the
staff of the Bronx Chamber of Commerce does a
great job with support to their members.”
Elizabeth Figueroa,
The New York Botanical Garden
“Monroe College has been a member of the
Bronx Chamber for four decades and I have
been honored to serve as a member of the
Board of Directors. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank you, Nunzio, for taking the
Chamber to an entirely new level. You have
revitalized the Chamber, increased membership,
improved the financial outlook, and steered the
ship in a totally professional manner. Monroe
looks forward to continuing a long and fruitful
Grow
Your
Bronx
Business
relationship
with such
a vibrant organization.”
 Generate referrals
Stephen J. Jerome,
 Leads contact you directly Monroe College
 Update your business information by
contacting
at (718)
828-3900 or
If you
wouldSashee
like toRivera
submit
a testimonial,
e-mail Sashee@bronxchamber.org. 

e-mail nunzio@bronxchamber.org
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Young Life in the Bronx:
Mentors for Life!

Young Life in the Bronx is part of a worldclass organization for adolescents. Our staff
and adult volunteers enter the world of kids,
focusing on what matters to them — fun,
adventure, friendship and a sense of
significance. In doing so, we earn the privilege
of talking to them about something that we
think matters most of all — they are loved.

A Message from
Councilman
Mark Gjonaj
Between market forces such as online shopping, the ever growing
presence of big box stores and changing consumer behavior, and over
burdensome government regulations including six thousand rules and
regulations as well as rising water and sewer rates, it is more difficult than
ever to be a small business in this city.
That is why I, along with several of my Council colleagues, and
thousands of entrepreneurs, business owners, managers and employees will
be coming together to march for a fairer system at City Hall on Thursday,
June 28th at 11:00 a.m.

Our staff and adult volunteers partner with
like-minded individuals, community-based
organizations, schools, and churches to provide
a network of caring adults who mentor, coach,
and befriend adolescents, 11-21 years old.
Through these relationships Young Life models
mentoring relationships and helps older
students use their influence in positive ways.

This rally will be the first time that all businesses, regardless of field,
industry, specialty or trade, come together to demand action from their city
government. In the past, business protests would be divided by industry as
a reaction to certain new regulations that target specific fields.

Research from the Search Institute (40
Developmental Assets) supports the long
held belief that teens thrive when, in addition
to their parents/guardians, caring adults are
part of their support network.

As a former business owner and current chair of the Council’s Small
Business Committee, I have a particular interest in protecting local
businesses because they are the engine of New York’s economy.

For over 76 Years Young Life has been
vetting, training, and connecting caring adults
with teens all over the world. We help kids
learn how to make good decisions and
encourage them to become leaders of
character among their peers.
We are expanding our outreach in the
Bronx. We need more adult volunteers willing
to make a positive impact in the life of a teen.
If you want to help grow hope in the Bronx by
mentoring a middle school, high school,
college-age, teen mom, or a teen with a
disability we want to meet you.
For more information visit our website at
www.younglifein.nyc, contact our Bronx
Regional Office at 929-361-0389, or email us at
ylgreaterbronx@gmail.com.
Together let's invest in the lives of Bronx
teens and grow hope! ■

This time we are coming together as one large community to demand
a fairer system and to show that regulation that harms one industry impacts
every other one.

A study from the Center for an Urban Future noted that businesses
with fewer than five employees gained 31,421 jobs between 2000 and
2013, while businesses with more than 500 employees lost 5,022 jobs.
Businesses with less than 10 employees make up 80% of all businesses.
This speaks volumes as to why we must do all that we can to protect local
businesses.
I look forward to protesting alongside all of you on June 28 th as we
make history and wake up City Hall.
Council Member Mark Gjonaj represents the 13th Council District in the
Bronx, which includes the Allerton, City Island, Country Club, Edgewater
Park, Ferry Point, Locust Point, Morris Park, Pelham Bay, Pelham Gardens ,
Pelham Parkway, Schuylerville, Silver Beach, Spenser Estates, Throggs
Neck, Van Nest, Waterbury LaSalle, Westchester Square, and Zerega
neighborhoods. ■

MISSION OF THE BRONX CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
The mission of The Bronx Chamber of Commerce is to strengthen the economic viability and improve
the quality of life for the Bronx.
We play an active, significant role in the economic development of the borough, and formed many
initiatives and partnerships that have made immeasurable strides in the crucial fields of education,
employment and health.
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The Bronx Chamber of Commerce
2018 Bronx Business & Real Estate Expo

The Bronx Chamber of Commerce held its 2018 Bronx
Business & Real Estate Expo on June 9th on the main floor
of The Mall at Bay Plaza with a number of Bronx businesses
and organizations participating and a multitude of mall
visitors perusing the vendor tables, and learning about our
participating vendors and what they could offer them.
It was also a networking event in itself for our vendors as
they discovered more about each other and created the
potential for mutually-beneficial business opportunities with
their newly-formed network.
The Bronx Chamber of Commerce is excited to promote
the Bronx and help grow our Bronx businesses. We would
especially like to thank all those who participated in and/or
supported this year’s Bronx Business & Real Estate Expo.
Apple Bank
Applebee's
Bronx Chamber of Commerce
Bronx County Historical Society
Bronx Tax Man
Bronx YMCA
Camp Bronx
Core Realty Family
Creative Lifestyles
Cricket Wireless
David Lerner Associates
Fidelis Care
Gilco Realty
Hutch Metro Center/Simone
Management
Life with Autism
Loconsolo Paints of Morris Park

Mall at Bay Plaza
New York Life
NYC Department of Sanitation
Outback Steakhouse
People's United Bank
Pier One
Prestige Properties & Development
Residence Inn by Marriott
Ridgewood Savings Bank
South Bronx Overall Economic
Development Corp.
T-Mobile
TD Bank
United Metro Energy Corp.
US Small Business Administration
Woodlawn Cemetery
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16 NEW MEMBERS
ACE Apparel & Promotions
Bronze Member
Rep: Marc Mathios
Referred by Chamber Staff
Beacon Light & Supply
Silver Member
Rep: Wayne Purville
Self-referred
Boutique Realty
Bronze Member
Rep: Aileen Padilla
Self-referred
Deborah King Ventures
Bronze Member
Rep: Deborah King
Referred by Sashee Rivera
Cornel’s Catering Co., Inc.
Bronx Member
Rep: Carl Cornel
Self-referred
Custom Beast
Young Professional Member
Rep: Erika Gilmore
Referred by Sashee Rivera

David’s Money Centers
of the Bronx LLC
Silver Member
Rep: Orlando Olivares
Referred by Joel Coleman
Douglas Elliman
President’s Circle
Rep: Faith Concolo
Referred by Sashee Rivera
J C Travel Club
Bronze Member
Rep: Jasper Costner
Referred by Sashee Rivera
Mark H. Cohen & Associates
Bronze Member
Rep: Mark Cohen
Self-referred

SERVPRO / North East Bronx
Bronze Member
Rep: Noel Bruen
Self-referred
Storage Post
Bronze Member
Rep: Kevin Clemmons
Referred by Chamber Staff
TSC Training Academy
Bronx Member
Rep: Lara McNicol
Self-referred
ThyssenKrupp Elevators Americas
Bronx Member
Rep: Richard Caraballo
Self-referred

Orange Bank & Trust Company
Chairman’s Circle Member
Rep: Anthony Mormile
Referred by Anthony Mormile
Princess Janae Place Inc.
Bronze Member
Rep: Jevon Martin
Referred by Chamber Staff

...continued from page 2.

are endless and the funds are there to bring this to life. Instead of spending
$8 billion allocated for Penn Station South as part of the overall Gateway
Project, which wouldn’t be necessary if Penn Station operates as a throughrunning station, those funds could be reallocated to make this concept of one
regional network a reality.
ReThink Studio’s strategic plan for the region aligns with the Bronx
Chamber of Commerce’s vision of creating and cultivating community and
strategic partnerships to build a Greater Bronx as a magnet for economic
growth into the foreseeable future.
The future of the Bronx is bright, but it can be so much brighter. If we
make these critical investments in transportation infrastructure to complement
the thousands of new jobs and housing, the Bronx can be even more
competitive.
To do that, we need the outside-the-box thinking that fully recognizes
the Bronx’s potential and expands the core to include every borough and
every suburb beyond the boroughs. We’re not just aiming local. We’re aiming
regionally and globally, and creating better transportation connections is the
key pillar that needs to be integrated.
In the end, good, reliable and safe transportation is good for the Bronx,
good for the region and a boom for business. ■
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Bronx Chamber of Commerce President &
CEO Nunzio Del Greco recently met with
Laura Plunkett, Mercy College’s Director of
Public Relations to discuss upcoming events
and exciting collaborative opportunities in
working together with Mercy and the
Chamber. Says Del Greco, “I look forward to
working with you and Mercy College in many
future endeavors”.

Bronx Chamber of Commerce and NYC Department of
Small Business Services present a free Chamber on the
Go “Business Resources Breakfast & Networking Event”
Bronx Chamber of Commerce and the NYC Department of Small
Business Services present a free Chamber On the Go “Business
Resources Breakfast and Networking Event” from 9:00-11:00am on
Friday, June 29th at the Residence Inn by Marriott.

6th Annual Bronx Days in Albany
The Bronx Chamber of Commerce was proud to
be one of the coordinating and partnership
organizations for the 6th Annual Bronx Days in
Albany this month.

The morning will include a workshop on Financing, Commercial
Lease
Assistance
and
Navigating
Government
Regulations. Residence Inn by Marriott is located at 1776
Eastchester Road, Bronx, NY 10461 within the Hutch Metro Atrium.
Doors will open at 8:30am. All are welcome!
Chamber On-the-Go helps New York City small business owners like
you access free services without leaving your store front. Join the
NYC Department of Small Business Services and the Bronx Chamber
of Commerce for this Chamber On-the-Go workshop and networking
event which will include a panel of business owners, business
development experts and community leaders who will be on hand to:
 Sign you up for a free onsite compliance consultation to
help you understand key City rules and requirements and
avoid fines and violations
 Assess your needs and identify financing options that are
the right fit for your business
 Get connected to free legal assistance for signing a new
lease; renewing, amending or terminating an existing
lease; bad conditions and/or lack of repairs; disputes with
landlords; and other commercial lease-related issues
 Connect you to free resources to help you start or grow a
business

About a dozen participating “Best of the Bronx”
business and organizations visited the State
Capitol where they promoted their products and
goods and were able to socialize and participate
in a Q&A with our State elected officials.

We are bringing these workshops to your community, so do not
miss this incredible opportunity.
For more information or to RSVP, contact Phil Cardone at 718828-3900 or phil@bronxchamber.org. ■

Urgent Care Opens On Webster Avenue

A special additional to this year’s event was
being witness to the installation of the first five
member of the Bronx Business Hall of Fame,
including our good friend Mike Florio of Golden
Glow Cookies.

Proprietors Sasha Guillaume (front, 8th from l) and Joshua Wallach (front, 5th from r) and
Bronx Chamber of Commerce Events & Grants manager Phil Cardone (front, c) were joined
by staff, stakeholders and community leaders as they cut the ribbon. Photo: Silvio Pacifico.
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COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Altice USA  Con Edison
McDonald’s
National Restaurant Association
TD Bank

CHAIRMAN’S CIRCLE
AFC Urgent Care  Apple Bank  AT&T
Bay Plaza Community Center  Berkeley College
Bronx Community College  Country Bank
Entergy  Grassi & Co.  HeartVein NYC
Law Offices of Joseph A. Romano
Madison Square Garden  Mercy College
Orange Bank & Trust Company  New York Yankees
Ridgewood Savings Bank  RiteCheck
Trump Golf Links at Ferry Point
Unique People Services  United Metro Energy

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
Applebee’s Metro Center
BronxCare/Bronx Lebanon Hospital Center
C. James Plumbing & Heating  Douglas Elliman
Feury Image Group  Flushing Bank
Hutchinson Metro Center  Lehman College
One Fordham Plaza, LLC  Outback Steakhouse
Popular Community Bank
Residence Inn by Marriott  Stagg Group
Verizon  Waste Management

Bronx Chamber of Commerce
Upcoming Summer Events
Wednesday, June 27, 2018, 10:30am – 4:00pm
M/WBE Procurement Fair presented by the NYC
Department of Small Business Services
Location: Columbia University’s Alfred Lerner Hall,
NYC 10027
Thursday, June 28, 2018, 8:30-11:00am
Business Resources Breakfast and Networking
Event presented by NYC Small Business Services’
Chamber on the Go.
Location: Residence Inn by Marriott,
1776 Eastchester Road, Bronx 10461
Thursday, July 19, 2018, 6:00-9:00pm
VISIONS Celebrity Bartenders
Location: Residence Inn by Marriott,
1776 Eastchester Road, Bronx, NY 10461
Thursday, August 9, 2018, 5:00-8:00pm
Bronx Chamber SummerFest Mixer. Sample food
from some of the area’s finest eateries.
Location: Residence Inn by Marriott,
1776 Eastchester Road, Bronx 10461

For more information:
www.bronxchamber.org
or (718) 828-3900

STRATEGIC PARTNERS
Lehman College
Small Business Development Center
Today Media  thisistheBronX.info  TriNet

Visit our website at www.bronxchamber.org/
member/newmemberapp and see how you can
become a member of the Bronx Chamber of
Commerce, the fastest growing chamber in NYC.

TO ADD YOUR COMPANY NAME TO ABOVE
LIST. Email NUNZIO@BRONXCHAMBER.ORG

Visit the Bronx Chamber of Commerce’s “events” page at www.bronx
chamber.org for dates and information on our breakfast and evening
networking events.
Funding for Bronx Chamber of Commerce programs and services, in conjunction
with NYS Senator Jeffrey Klein and NYC Council Members,

We are proud to serve the Bronx and stand as
the voice of Bronx Business for over a 100 years.

