SWIFT CURRENT

2017

TABLE OF
C NTENTS
#growswift: Swift Current is the place to be .................. Page 2
Swift Current economy innovative ..................................Page 4
Generating new energy .................................................. Page 5

Renewed investment in downtown ................................ Page 6
Celebrate Canada 150 in Swift Current .......................... Page 7
Market Square rocks the plaza ..................................... Page 9

Frontier Days celebrates Canada 150 .......................... Page 10
CCA Finals Rodeo ........................................................ Page 11
Canada’s largest Pharmasave ...................................... Page 12
Full Line Ag new location .............................................. Page 13
Black Bridge Brewery ................................................... Page 14
Exceptional Value at Days Inn ........................................ Page 15
Business Diploma at Great Plains College ...................... Page 16
Long Days Night Music Festival...................................... Page 17
Pioneer Co-op ............................................................... Page 18
Celebrating Tourism in Southwest Saskatchewan.......... Page 19
Exclusive residential development ............................... Page 20
Wallace and Winmar...................................................... Page 21
Windscape Kite Festival................................................ Page 22
Diversified ag sector ....................................................... Page 23
STORIES BY ANDREW LIVINGSTONE
PHOTOS BY JEFF LYONS

THIS SECTION WAS CREATED BY CONTENT WORKS,
POSTMEDIA’S COMMERCIAL CONTENT STUDIO

SPONSORS

Swift Current is in growth mode, says Mayor Denis Perrault.
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#growswift:
Swift Current
is the place to be
BY A N D R EW L I V I N G STONE

Denis Perrault may be new
to the office of mayor, but he is
no stranger to business or government. He knows that Swift
Current is prospering, and he
has no intention of losing that
momentum.
“In real simple terms, our city
is in growth mode right now,”
said Perrault. “Our hashtag is
#growswift. We’re excited and
just thrilled for all the growth
that we’ve seen in the Southwest, but in Swift Current especially. We’re seeing population growth, we’re seeing new
businesses come to town, we’re
seeing existing businesses expand, we’re seeing new Cana-

dians choose to come to Swift
Current. It’s an exciting time
for our community.”
As exhilarating as the recent
growth has been, Perrault
wants more: “We have a vision:
we want to get to 25,000 people by the year 2025, and we’re
working very hard at that to see
it to fruition,” he said.
For the City of Swift Current,
the first step in reaching that
goal was learning how to fuel
an ongoing economic expansion. “We’ve conducted a business retention study in our
community where we could
see what we need and what
we were missing,” said Perrault. “That was something we
started a couple of years ago in
concert with our Chamber of

Commerce.”
“We worked with our community, and what we learned is
we need some more manufacturing in our community,” said
Perrault. “We have been actively pursuing potential manufacturers to come to Swift. As
well, we’ve been working with
our existing businesses to help
them see some growth.”
In the process, Swift Current must continue to meet
the needs of the industries
that have created the prosperity that it currently enjoys.
Current must continue to
meet the needs of the industries that have created the prosperity that it currently enjoys.

SEE MAYOR ON PAGE 3
PAGE 2

M AY O R F R O M PAGE 2

“We’ve got a very strong
retail sector, and now we
need to embrace and expand that,” said Perrault.
“We’ve got a strong oil and
gas sector, but, in these last
few years, agriculture has
been one of our most important industries. We need
to continue to embrace that
and to help them grow.”
Numerous advantages
to living, working and innovating in Swift Current
were also revealed by the
study, and the City has begun to aggressively market
those qualities in courting
new business and stimulating growth.
Perrault views the City’s
taxation policy as one of
its most positive qualities. “We’ve offered very,
very attractive tax incentives for new businesses
looking to grow as well as
existing businesses looking to expand,” he said. “As
well, we’ve got the lowest
residential taxes in the
entire province across cities, which is very advantageous.”
That generous taxation
policy, in turn, is fostering a willingness to launch
new ventures. “We’ve been
told that this is the number
one place to be an entrepreneur in Saskatchewan,
and, amongst small cities
in Canada, we’re the number one as well,” said Perrault. “So, obviously, there’s
something going on here,
why businesses want to
be here, and we in the City
want to work with them to
make sure that they stay
and that they grow.”
Because the City develops the majority of its own
land, it can also use that
land to entice investment
and growth by creating
the lowest prices for lots
amongst Saskatchewan cities. “We, the City, develop
it and sell the lots at cost,”
said Perrault. “We do that
for the simple reason that
it stimulates growth.”
Partly as a result of that
inexpensive real estate,
housing in Swift Current is
steadily increasing. “We’ve

Attractive tax incentives are enticing new businesses to open in Swift Current. PHOTO: JEFF LYONS

seen record builds for the
last few years, although I
think it’s still sustainable,”
said Perrault. “Right now,
we’re seeing a lot more
rental properties being
built, we’re seeing condos
being built, we’re seeing
townhouses, and duplexes
and single-families… it’s
building at a consistent
rate.”
At the same time, Swift
Current has demonstrated a zeal for accepting
new residents, often from
abroad. “I believe we’re
very welcoming to newcomer Canadians as well,”
said Perrault. “We’ve got
a welcome centre here in
Swift Current that is extremely well run and has
embraced and welcomed,
quite frankly, thousands
of new Canadians coming
into all of the Southwest,
not just Swift Current. It’s
been a really big help for our
community.”
As those new residents arrive, they find that their quality
of life is enhanced by Swift Current’s abundance of parks, both

natural and manmade. “We’ve

got more green spaces than
anywhere else,” said Perrault. “We’ve got 18 km of
walking trails, we’ve got an
outside exercise park and
we’ve also got an accessibility park.”
Perrault likens the
positive qualities of his
city to a value proposition. “That value
proposition is made

up of things like low
taxes, affordable land
to buy, beautiful green
spaces and walking trails,
e xc e l l e n t a m e n i t i e s
(such as outside parks,
and rinks and walking
trails), and, of course,
the thriving art and music scene,” he said. “Swift
Current is the best bang
for your buck across the
entire province. We punch

above our weight here. We
work very hard to make this
the place where you want to
be, not just the place you want
to be from.”

“It is, absolutely, where
life makes sense. That is
our tag line, but it means so
much more than that. It’s
a community. It’s a place
where you can feel a part
of something bigger than
you.”

Residents of Swift Current enjoy an enviable quality of life, enhanced by an abundance of beautiful
parks and green spaces. SUPPLIED PHOTO
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Swift Current economy
innovative, diverse

BY A N D R EW
LIVINGSTONE

“The city of Swift Current is a perfect example of
why a diversified economy
works,” said Marty Salberg,
Swift Current’s Director of
Community Development.
Because the city and its environs support agriculture,
manufacturing, petroleum,
tourism, retail, and service
sectors, the area can benefit
from the successes of each
industry while weathering
a downturn in any one of
them.
The resulting stability
has buoyed both the housing and job markets. “Although our housing prices
remain strong, they still are
affordable in terms of the
general economy,” Salberg
said. “We have lots of jobs,
and, at any one time, there’s
several hundred jobs available in Swift Current and
area. Given that our unemployment rate is amongst
the very lowest in all of
Canada – at this time, it’s
about 3.3 per cent – which
leaves a lot of opportunities
for people to move here and
find work. On top of that,
there are numerous opportunities for entrepreneurs.”
Indeed, the past year has
seen measurable innovation and entrepreneurship
in the city. “2016 was a great
year for business growth
in Swift Current, with 160
new businesses opening
their doors. That amounts
to a 13.5 per cent growth in
the number of businesses in
our community in just one
year,” said Salberg. “Not
only does that speak to the
many innovative businesspeople we have here in the
city, but also speaks to a
great environment for establishing success.”
That success has not
gone unnoticed. “In 2016,
Swift Current was named
Canada’s leading mid-sized

city for entrepreneurial
presence by the Canadian
Federation of Independent Business,” Salberg
said, adding that the same
body also identified Swift
Current as Saskatchewan’s
most entrepreneurial city.
One result of the city’s
strong and innovative business community has been
ongoing construction for
residential, commercial
and industrial purposes.
“We’ve continued to see a
relatively high number of
building permits issued
in all those areas,” said
Salberg. “In fact, over the
last five years, there’s been
more than $300 million in
construction activity in our
city and more than half a
billion dollars since 2005.”
“Even on the housing
side, the fourth quarter of
2016 was a real strong quarter – in fact, it brought the
highest number of residential sales ever in one quarter, topping the previous
highest quarter in the boom
year of 2007,” Salberg said.
“That means the number of
housing sales has certainly
gained some momentum
and I believe that will continue into 2017. We’ve seen
new construction in the
housing end on all fronts,
whether it be single-family
or multi-family, and we’re
also seeing land developers
looking at Swift Current.”
In recent years, the demand for industrial space
prompted the City of Swift
Current to open a new industrial area, Munro Industrial Park, a plan that is
now reaching fruition. “Our
industrial parks have sold
out,” said Salberg. “We’re
currently developing our
second phase of our Munro Industrial Park, which
will be ready by this fall
featuring 32 acres of fullyserviced, easily accessible
property situated along the

Director of Community Development Marty Salberg says that diversity has contributed to Swift Current’s buoyant economy. SUPPLIED PHOTO

In the past five years, Swift Current has been the site of more than $300 million in construction
activity. To accommodate continued commercial construction activity, Swift Current is developing a
second phase of its Munro Industrial Park. PHOTO: JEFF LYONS

#4 highway.”
“We look forward to
welcoming new industrial
businesses once the park
is completed. Although the
energy sector has suffered,
we know that it has been
gaining some momentum,
and we believe that will
continue resulting in demand for this prime property,” Salberg said. “On top
of that, manufacturers that
deal with agriculture or the
energy sector components
will continue to grow and
look for new locations and
it will be nice to have that
industrial park ready to accommodate them.”
Salberg said that manufacturing for agricultural
purposes is particularly

strong and represents the
largest portion of the area’s
manufacturing market.
“The farming industry has
really become quite sophisticated, and in our area, the
farming community is leading the charge,” he said. “It
just further shows the importance that this sector
represents within the region. The amount of money
that’s spent from the agriculture sector throughout
our entire city really does
keeps the whole economy
ticking.”
Fortunately, agriculture
around Swift Current has
remained strong, even diversifying its own crops for
greater stability within the
sector. “It’s strong in the

cereal crops, strong in the
pulse crops, strong on the
cattle end of things, so we’ve
been really fortunate that
we have some very innovative and dynamic farmers,”
said Salberg. ticking.”
Fortunately, agriculture
around Swift Current has
remained strong, even diversifying its own crops
for greater stability within
the sector. “It’s strong in
the cereal crops, strong in
the pulse crops, strong on
the cattle end of things, so
we’ve been really fortunate
that we have some very
innovative and dynamic
farmers,” said Salberg.
S E E E C O N O M Y O N PAGE 5
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Generating new energy in
Southern Saskatchewan

BY A N D R EW
LIVINGSTONE

Approximately 10 km
northwest of Swift Current, not far off of the
TransCanada Highway, an
ambitious project is underway: the construction
of the SaskPower Chinook
Power Station. When complete, the facility will use
natural gas to add a baseload of 350 megawatts of
electricity to the Southern
Saskatchewan power grid.
Those megawatts will be
generated by a combined
cycle, which is designed to
use the exhaust heat that
would be wasted if it were
passed through just a single
combustion turbine.
“The plant uses a combustion turbine, which
burns natural gas to produce power,” said Dave
Newkirk, speaking from
Kansas City, Missouri.
Newkirk is the EPC project manager for Burns &
McDonnell Canada, the
company that partnered
with SaskPower to create
the plant. “The exhaust
heat is used to boil the water through the Heat Recovery Steam Generator
(boiler), which sends the
steam through the steam
turbine generator, and
E C O N O M Y F R O M PAGE 4

“We’ve also been relatively fortunate compared
to other areas with regard
to the weather, so we’ve
had some significant yields.
“We are also extremely
excited about the start of
the 350-megawatt natural
gas electrical generation
facility that will be constructed just west of Swift
Current’s city limits,” said
Salberg. “SaskPower is
building this 700-milliondollar facility, with construction already started

that then produces that
combined cycle approach
power plant.”
The result of this process
is a baseload facility that
can produce energy at a
constant rate, allowing its
customers to depend on a
reliable – and relatively efficient – power output.
Burns & McDonnell is
nearly one year into a process that is expected to
require a little over three
years to complete. “We
were awarded the project
in July of last year, and
it’s still very early, but our
guaranteed date to have
the project turned over to
SaskPower is October 1 of
2019,” Newkirk said. “We
are targeting two months
earlier than that.”
In order to hit that target
and to measure progress,
the company has set smaller goals within the project’s
timeline. “One of the big
goals we have is closing in
most of what we call the
‘powerhouse building ’
by the end of this year so
that we can work through
the winter indoors,” said
Newkirk. “That’s a big deal
for us.”
Burns & McDonnell
Canada was competitively
selected by SaskPower to
build the Chinook Power

Station as an engineering,
procurement and construction arrangement
that would eventually turn
management of the plant
over to SaskPower. “Our
approach to executing
the project is a multi-subcontract construction approach, with the engineering being done in-house,”
Newkirk said.
Although most of the engineers are based in Kansas City, the project has
created construction jobs
in the Swift Current area,
an employment surge that
is expected to peak in early
to mid-2018. “We believe
that, at our peak, including
staff and craft, we’ll probably be somewhere between 400 and 500 people
on site,” said Newkirk.
So far, the majority of the
work has been awarded to
Allan Construction, a Saskatchewan-based company
that has already begun to
perform its role on the site.
“They’ve been out on the
site executing for probably
four or five months now,
and they’ve really done a
good job for us,” Newkirk
said.

and completion of the project anticipated to occur in
2019. During construction,
there is going to be significant activity in Swift Current, given there could be
several hundred workers
on site at any one time, all
of whom will stay in and
around Swift Current in
rental apartments, hotel
rooms and campgrounds,
which will certainly bring
a lot of money being spent
in local businesses.”

has long prospered as the entertainment, service, and retail
hub of the area. “Being on the
Trans-Canada Highway, our
tourism industry continues
to thrive. We do what we can
to attract events that fill hotel

With manufacturing, agricultural and real estate markets in
the area strong, Swift Current

However, more subcontracts
will be awarded as the process
continues, and Burns & McDonnell and SaskPower are com-

rooms and bring people to
Swift Current, and we know
that 2016 was an extremely
good year on that end,” Salberg said. “Our service industry has been strong and
will continue to be strong,
and our retail sector, given
that we serve not only the
city of Swift Current but
also the entire southwest

The SaskPower Chinook Power Station is being constructed to
meet the growing demand for power in Saskatchewan.
PHOTO: GETTY IMAGES

mitted to providing more local
companies the opportunity to
bid on elements of the project.
“We continue to partner with
SaskPower on community outreach,” said Newkirk. “We’ve
had five or six different open
houses, and we will continue
to have those for the local community and the local businesses
to encourage participation and
allow everybody to compete.
Both companies are commit-

ted to ensuring that the
folks there have the ability
to compete for the work.”
Newkirk said that the
Swift Current area has
proven to be an excellent
source of skilled labour
thus far. “There seem to
be a lot of good industrial
people who are there that

either have experience with
projects similar to this or
certainly have the willingness and aptitude to get
there and learn,” Newkirk
said. “I know we are looking
at two or three people who
we’re hiring as staff from
the area there that, if they
weren’t from there, we’d
struggle filling the spots.”
Government support has
also allowed construction
to begin smoothly, and
Newkirk characterizes
the economic climate as
business-friendly. “We
think that the area there,
the proximity to just about
everything we need, and
the city being very welcoming, is certainly a big part of
the project,” he said.

Swift Current set a new sales record for residential properties during the final
quarter of 2016. PHOTO: JEFF LYONS

region of Saskatchewan, is
always very important to
our economy.
“It’s one of the reasons

that we’ve been able to be
quite stable and, in fact,
growing when other areas
might not.”
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Renewed investment in
downtown Swift Current

BY A N D R EW
LIVINGSTONE

Swift Current’s Market
Square celebrations have
not only proven a success
for the city economically,
they have also prompted
a new appreciation of the
city’s downtown. As a cultural, communal and economic centre for the city
and the region, the downtown has received enthusiastic investment from both
public and private sectors,
and 2017 promises further
improvements to the area.
“It has been very vibrant
with the start of Market
Square a couple of years ago,
which is the Farmer’s Market and entertainment that
runs in our downtown core
from June to Fall,” said Michael Ruus, the City of Swift
Current’s general manager
of planning and growth
development. “That, and
City Council’s strategic
direction for downtown
revitalization has spurred
on quite a bit of interest in
reinvestment downtown.”
Then, the City’s application to the province’s Main
Street Saskatchewan Program was approved, and the
City gained access to additional funding that would
facilitate the maintenance
and renewal of the area’s
distinctive structures.
“The provincial program
is oriented to heritage
restoration and development,” said Ruus. “It’s really anything from signage
and windows to refinishing
entire façades on some of
these buildings. It could be
quite minor to fairly major
in some cases.”
As a result of that funding, business and building
owners can receive support
from both the civic and
provincial governments.
“The local main street
board and City, in partnership with the Main Street

Program provincially, has
been offering a heritage
conservation grant, and so
private building owners are
able to apply for that grant
for façade restoration,”
said Ruus. “It’s a matching grant program. To help
give investors ideas to move
forward in the downtown,
there is also a façaderendering grant available.
The grant is available to
interested building owners in the downtown core
that want to receive a plan
for the restoration of their
historic façade.”
Membership in the Main
Street Program did not
simply provide access to
more funds – it also fostered a public discussion
about the potential that
Swift Current’s downtown
represented. “Part of that
membership required us
to go through a downtown
master-planning process,”
said Ruus. “So, the last
couple of years, the City
and the local Main Street
board have been involved
in this master-planning
process with the public.
“It really has been the
most robust public discourse to date in the community. We’ve had quite a
bit of interest and involvement from both downtown
merchants and residents
of the community. We had
four separate consultation
sessions from 2015 to 2017,
finishing up here this January, where we worked with
the public to identify what
they saw as the strengths,
opportunities and challenges that our downtown
has and really trying to
build on it and establish
what the community’s vision of downtown is.”
The result of that agreement was a renewed
strategy for co-operation
between business and
government in the down-

Funding has been secured to refurbish and maintain the facades of the distinctive heritage buildings
in Swift Current’s downtown. PHOTO: JEFF LYONS

town area. “With this master planning effort, we’re
looking to really work on
creating this collaborative
relationship between both
the public sector and the
private sector to help offer more opportunity for
investment in our downtown,” said Ruus.
This year, for instance,
the City will proceed with
a design for future renovation of the Centennial
Market District, which is
the site of Market Square
every Saturday throughout
the summer. “With Centennial Plaza, what we’re
looking at doing there is
really enhancing the functionality of the space for
future programming in
the downtown and bringing
things in line with our new
standards for streetscape

materials, by replacing aging pavers and other infrastructure,” said Ruus.
Nearby Memorial Park
will also enjoy a redesign,
but with the goal of improving its aesthetics in addition to its functionality.
“With Memorial Park, the
community liked the idea
of removing some of the
old and struggling shrubs
around the edges of the
park and opening it up a bit,
while putting in new walking paths and new plant
material as well,” said Ruus.
Meanwhile, the Flag
Court will receive its own
revamp. “That is a major
entry point into our downtown,” said Ruus. “We’ll be
putting in a new entry sign
for downtown and also
re-landscaping the entire
area.”

All of these improvements will enhance a
downtown that Ruus already considers to be a
stellar shopping, business,
and entertainment hub.
“In general, there’s a good
mix of heritage, retail, restaurants, and financial industry in our downtown.
The Sputtergotch Toy
Company is a great example
of investment in our downtown that has taken advantage of both the municipal
and provincial grants, and
is working towards restoring the façade of their
building. The Lyric Theatre
is another wonderful heritage property that has invested in recent years and
continues to be a cultural
mainstay of Southwest Saskatchewan.”
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Celebrate Canada 150
In Swift
Current!
Celebrate
Canada 150
In Swift Current!
F E S T I VA L S A N D
EV E N T S
L O N G DAY ’ S N I G H T
M U S I C F E S T I VA L

June 22 - June 25
Celebrate four of the longest
days of the year with great
music under the living skies
in Swift Current. For festival
passes, individual performance
tickets and complete concert
schedule, visit www.longdaysnight.ca
W I N D S C A PE K I T E
F E S T I VA L

June 24 - June 25
Recognized as one of Canada’s
must-see events, the SaskPower
Windscape Kite Festival is a
family-friendly, free-admission
festival. See fabulous art kites,
giant creature kites, roaring
stunt kites, battling fighter kites
and soaring kite trains. www.
windscapekitefestival.ca
F RO N T I E R DAY S FA I R &

Swift Current. The Flag Raising
Ceremony begins at 12 noon.
Canada Day cake and barbecued hot dogs will be served
after the ceremony. www.
tourismswiftcurrent.ca
C H AU TAU Q UA T H E AT R E
F E S T I VA L

July 6 - July 8
Return to the 1920s, when travelling shows captivated audiences. Listen to guest lectures,
musicians and raconteurs,
drink sarsaparilla and enjoy
world-class, touring theatre
artists performing original and
critically acclaimed work. www.
lyrictheatre.ca

C C A F I NA L S RO D E O

June 28 - July 1
Canada 150: Celebrate the Cowboy Way. Capture the thrills and
spills of wild bucking horses,
bull riding and barrel racing.
Activities include midway rides,
grandstand concerts, horse and
cattle shows, 4-H competitions,
parade and fireworks. www.
swiftcurrentex.com

Oct. 18 – Oct. 21
CCA Finals are one of Canada’s
largest rodeo events. Activities include the traditional five
rodeo performances, trade
show and cabaret. Connect
with family, friends, visitors and
competitors at the Credit Union
i-plex in Swift Current. www.
canadiancowboys.ca

C E L E B R AT E C A NA DA
15 0

C Y PR E S S H I L L S W O U L D
N EV E R B E T H E S A M E

July 1
Celebrate Canada Day on July 1
at Memorial Park in downtown

SW I F T CU R R E N T
AND AREA
AT T R A C T I O N S

Nov 14 – Nov. 18

The Lyric Theatre presents
a return engagement of the

music, drama and art. Built
in 1912, the Lyric began with
vaudeville productions, and,
over time, it has seen silent
movies, “talkies” and taverns.
Today’s program includes Open
Stage, Improv Night, Write Out
Loud and Chautauqua, which
features live theatre performances every July.

LIVING SKY CASINO

306-778-5759
www.livingskycasino.ca
Live it up at Living Sky Casino,
Southwest Saskatchewan’s
entertainment destination.
Stay and play with partner
hotels. Living Sky has a wide
variety of slot machines, table
games, restaurant, lounge
and stage. The Event Centre
offers theatre-style seating
for concert performances and
catering services for conventions, banquets, weddings and
anniversaries.

WAT E R M E L O N
F E S T I VA L

July 23
Mennonite Heritage Village
celebrates the summer with the
23rd Annual Watermelon Festival. Watermelon and roll kuchen
(a deep fried pastry served with
cold watermelon) will be available throughout the afternoon.
www.mennoniteheritagevillage.
ca
RO D E O

Cypress Hills Historical Musical
Drama. Written by Stew Tasche
and featuring Dave Cyca, Mark
Penner, Eliza Doyle and Ed
Doyle. Tickets available October
1, 2017. www.cypresshills-historical-musical.ca

SW I F T C U R R E N T
MUSEUM

A RT G A L L E RY O F SW I F T
CURRENT

306-778-2736
www.artgalleryofswiftcurrent.org
The Art Gallery in Swift Current,
located at 411 Herbert Street
East, features exhibitions of
regional, provincial and national
artwork and provides access to
visual art, culture and education. Experience “Get There
From Here,” a Canada 150
project.

M A R K E T S Q UA R E

306-778-2775
www.swiftcurrent.ca
The Swift Current Museum
showcases 10,000 years of
history in the southwest. The
museum is located on the
Trans-Canada Highway and
provides visitor services to the
travelling public. Guided tours
are available for schools and
groups. Open Monday through
Friday year-round and on
weekends during June, July and
August.

Corner of Central Avenue and
Chaplin Street
306-778-2723
www.swiftcurrent.ca
See what’s happening at Market
Square, Swift Current’s events
area downtown. Market Square
occurs every Saturday from
June 17 to September 30 and
features multiple vendors
selling products alongside professional and amateur entertainers. Admission is free, and
hours are 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

LY R I C T H E AT R E

K I N E T I C PA R K

306-773-6292
www.lyrictheatre.ca
For more than a century, the
Lyric Theatre has been a place
for people to gather to share

306-773-2944
www.swiftcurrentex.com
Kinetic Park, 1700 - 17th Ave.
SE, is where you will find Doc’s
Town, Mennonite Heritage Vil-

lage and the West Wing Gallery.
Exhibits and buildings include a
homestead, barn, church, school,
blacksmith shop, tea room, gift
shop and galleries. Open weekend afternoons throughout the
summer months.
S A S K AT C H EWA N
H O C K EY H A L L O F FA M E

www.saskhockeyhalloffame.com
306-773-3031
The SHHOF is open year-round
and located in the Credit Union
i-plex. Inductees include the
1989 Swift Current Broncos
team; Fred Sasakamoose, the
first First Nations player to play
in the NHL; and Gordie Howe,
one of the greatest hockey players of all time.
C H I N O O K PA R K WAY

306-778-2787
www.swiftcurrent.ca
A perfect place for walking, jogging, cycling and bird watching,
the popular and picturesque
Chinook Parkway runs alongside
Swift Current Creek. Native
grasses and reeds provide habitat for waterfowl, songbirds and
wildflowers.
SW I F T C U R R E N T H A S
FOUR GOLF COURSES
— CHINOOK GOLF
COURSE, ELMWOOD
G O L F A N D C O U N T RY
C L U B, L AC PE L L E T I E R
G OLF COURSE AND SASK
L A N D I N G G O L F R E S O RT
— A L L L O C AT E D
WITHIN AN HOUR
D R I V E O F T H E C I T Y.
CHINOOK GOLF COURSE

306-778-2776
www.chinookgolf.ca
Bent grass greens and conditioned fairways provide 6,205
yards of challenging play for all
levels of golfers. The 18-hole
course winds through marshy
areas and cut banks while it
follows the Swift Current Creek.
Facilities include a restaurant,
a lounge and a pro shop with
equipment rentals, power carts,
practice greens and a driving
range.
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ELMWOOD GOLF &
C O U N T RY C L U B

306-778-GOLF (4653)
www.elmwoodgc.com
Elmwood Golf & Country Club
is one of Canada’s oldest golf
courses and opened for play in
1919. This Les Farber designed
course with 6,294 yards of
play incorporates surrounding
hills and trees, while the creek
presents numerous challenges
along the way. Facilities include
a restaurant and lounge, along
with a fully stocked pro shop
and a driving range.
L AC PE L L E T I E R G O L F
COURSE

306-627-3419
lacpelletierregionalpark.ca
Lac Pelletier offers a challenging, nine hole golf course with
lush fairways, grass greens and

varying elevations. The spectacular views of the lake and
the hilly terrain make it a very
enjoyable course to play. Lac
Pelletier Golf Course features a
clubhouse, lounge and pro-shop
with power carts and golf club
rentals.
SASK LANDING GOLF
R E S O RT

1-866-691-GOLF (4653)
www.sasklandinggolfresort.com
Located 30 minutes north of
Swift Current, Sask Landing
Golf Resort is well-known for
its uniqueness and 7,000 yards
of challenging play. Every tee
box gives golfers breathtaking
views of Lake Diefenbaker and
the surrounding hills. Facilities include a clubhouse, a full
service pro shop, power carts,
equipment rentals and a driving
range.

SW I F T C U R R E N T
I S L O C AT E D I N
T H E H E A RT O F
SOUTHWEST
S A S K AT C H EWA N
AND IS
SURROUNDED
BY : C Y P R E S S
HILLS,
GRASSLANDS,
G R E AT
SANDHILLS
AND LAKE
DIEFENBAKER.
LAKE DIEFENBAKER

Located 30 minutes north of
Swift Current, Lake Diefenbaker is
well-known for its golfing, boating
and world class walleye fishing.
With 800 kilometres of shoreline,

it is the largest body of water in
Southwest Saskatchewan. Along
the shoreline you will find beaches,
sandcastles and coulees to
explore. The area has full service
marinas, 18 golf courses and four
provincial parks.
C Y PR E S S H I L L S
I N T E R PROV I N C I A L
PA R K

Located 90 minutes west of
Swift Current, the Cypress Hills
are the highest point of land in
Saskatchewan. A giant plateau
once surrounded by glaciers,
Cypress Hills is an oasis on the
open prairie. The park is home
to rare wildflowers, towering
stands of lodgepole pines and
220 species of birds and mammals.
G R A S S L A N D S NAT I O NA L

PA R K

Grasslands National Park is 90
minutes south of Swift Current,
where you will find wild plains
bison. Travel the 80 km EcoTour
road in the West Block and discover stunning landscapes and
cultural history. Grasslands is
the only one of the country’s 39
national parks that represents
prairie, and is one of the darkest
Dark Sky Preserves in Canada.
G R E AT S A N D H I L L S

Located one hour northwest
of Swift Current, the Great Sandhills draw visitors from across
the country and is a paradise for
family fun in the sand. The dunes
rise 50 feet above the ground and
cover 1,900 square km. Subjected
to strong winds, the dunes are
always moving, creating an everchanging landscape for photographers, visitors and natural wildlife.

PAGE 8

PAGE 8

The atmosphere and attractions at Market Square will appeal to all ages. PHOTO: MARKET SQUARE

Market Square rocks the plaza
BY P O S T M E D I A
CONTENT WORKS

The development of Market Square was inspired in
part by Swift Current’s
vision statement: “To be
a growing, vital, thriving
City, the choice location in
which to live, work, invest,
visit and play.”
The concept was devised
as a means to attract visitors
to downtown Swift Current.
The event has developed
from its modest beginnings
into a smashing summer
success.
“It started in June of 2011,
and, with the collaboration
of the Swift Current Farmer’s Market, many stakeholders and sponsors, it has
turned into what it is today
— amazing!” said Marlene
Johnson, market manager
of Swift Current’s Market
Square.
Now, every Saturday from
the middle of June until the
end of September, Market Square thrives in and
around Centennial Plaza,
providing food, assorted
goods and live entertainment. Visitors attending
this year’s Market Square
can expect to be able to
pick up fresh produce
from the Swift Current

Farmer’s Market.
Johnson said that the atmosphere and attractions
should appeal to anyone.
“Young, old – it has something for everyone,” she
said. “There’s just so much
character; the feel of the
market and the attitudes,
and it’s just so carefree.”
Children, in particular, can enjoy a variety of
amusements, from reliable
standbys, like the bouncy
castle, to the Kinsmen train
that circles around Memorial Park.
“We always have the library, art gallery and museum in attendance, and
they do crafts and face
painting with the kids,” said
Johnson. “We have hired
a hostess, Market Square
Maggie, who engages all
patrons and gives children
special treats.”
At least one weekend per
month is organized around
a specific theme to add to
the flavour of the event.
At the beginning of July,
the Market Square will
coincide with Frontier
Days, making its “Western
Day” theme the natural
choice. “It happens to land
right on Canada Day, which
is Canada 150,” Johnson
said. “We normally have

Market Square is an open air marketplace that brings great food, fun, crafts and entertainment to
downtown Swift Current, every Saturday from mid-June until the end of September.
PHOTO: MARKET SQUARE

the parade and the Canada
Day flag raising in Memorial Park, free hotdogs and
Canada cake. That will
be going on as well as the
market, so we’re wanting to get diverse cultures
to come and have little
booths with different food
choices indicative of their
nationality.

“All the way down First Avenue will be filled with zoo
animals and things to do for the
family leading right into Memorial Park. We will have bands at
Memorial Park in addition to the
bands at Market Square, so it’s
just going to be a bigger Canada
Day 150 celebration.”
A second celebration of Can-

ada’s 150th birthday will come
on the weekend of July 15 and
16. “We’re going to be doing
a Mosaic 150,” said Johnson.
The mural, designed following
the City’s instructions, will be
coloured and assembled by the
attendees as ceramic tiles. “Everybody in the community that
wants to participate will be able
to paint a square of this eight by
eight mural,” said Johnson.
‘Superheroes’ will be the

theme in August. “We partner with Sputtergotch Toy
Company, and we usually
have the Star Wars characters that travel all over for
fundraising,” Johnson said.
In addition to the 501st Star
Wars related costumes, at-

tendees are encouraged to
wear their own fictional disguises. “We will be holding
costume contests, so that’s
quite a big kids’ day.”
The final themed weekend will be “Cruizin’ Days”
on September 16, which will
centre around a “Show &
Shine” of various vehicles.
“It goes all the way down
First Avenue and into the
park, if need be,” said Johnson. “We fill parking lots,
and it’s a huge day.”
Johnson recalls that the
Show & Shine itself is an excellent example of how the
Market Square has grown.
“It’s just getting bigger and
bigger.”
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Frontier Days celebrates
Canada 150 cowboy style
BY A N D R EW
LIVINGSTONE

This summer, the annual Frontier Days celebration will energize
Swift Current with fun
and excitement, a celebration that will only be
enhanced by the inclusion
Canada’s 150th birthday
celebration.
“Frontier Days represents where we came
from – those Western
traditions, the culture,
the hard work and the
community experience,”
said Lenora Bells, event
development coordinator for Kinetic Exhibition Park. “We are known
as the ‘Show Window of
the Southwest’ because
it’s one of the biggest
shows that happens in
Southwest Saskatchewan
throughout the year.”
The celebration will
begin on Wednesday,
June 28 with a pancake
breakfast at 7:30 a.m.,
accompanied by the ceremonial burning of the
Frontier Days brand by
the honourary parade
marshal, Rodeo pickup man Wade Remple.
“This is the official start
of Frontier Days,” said
Bells of the four-year-old
tradition. “He’ll be taking
the Frontier Days official
brand, and we burn it into
a piece of wood.”
The festivities will be in
full swing at 4 p.m., when
the Midway opens and
the Kiddies Day Parade
begins. “We have clinics
happening with the Lighthorse, the Midway going,
and the 4H cattle happening down in the arena,”
Bells said. Shoppers can
also begin to browse the
tables at the commercial
trade show in the Frontier

Building.
Visiting from Vancouver, five-time country
music award winners
The Washboard Union
will take the stage at 8
p.m. to share a sound that
the band proclaims, “you
simply have to see live to
fully appreciate.”
From Wednesday until
Saturday, selected entertainment will be available
on an ongoing basis, such
as Kid’s Peddle Tractor Pull; Sudsey’s Barn;
CirqueWorks’ Eric the
Juggler; Classy M’Lassie’s
improvisational comedy;
and The Keepers’ interactive wildlife company.
“The Keepers is a wildlife
company that are coming, and they’re bringing
a baby cougar, a wallaby
and other animal friends,”
said Bells.
On June 29, the country
spirit really begins to heat
up with the Heavy Horse,
Lighthorse, 4H Livestock and, at 7 p.m., the
CCA Rodeo. “Thursday
night is the first of three
Canadian Cowboys’ Association Rodeos that happen,” Bells said. “It’s a fun
event with cowboys and
cowgirls competing with
top stock, and we have
great announcers that
lead everyone through
the rodeo.”
Friday will feature
more CCA Rodeos at 1
and 7 p.m., followed by a
cabaret at 9:30 p.m. “For
the first time for Frontier
Days, we’re having a Cowboy Cabaret,” said Bells.
“Right after the rodeo, you
can go over to the cabaret
and enjoy live entertainment.”
July 1, the final day of
the festivities, will both
conclude the CCA events
with a Ranch Horse com-

The Canadian Cowboys Association (CCA) Rodeo is a thrilling component of Frontier Days. Three
days of top-notch rodeo competition will take place from June 29 to July 1. SUPPLIED PHOTO

petition and celebrate
the first 150 years of the
Dominion of Canada with
a parade and a fireworks
show. “July 1 is our big
Frontier Days parade, and
it starts at 10 o’clock, and
it usually is quite a sight,”
Bells said. “We usually get
about 100 entries, and it’s
kind of exciting.”
The parade will begin at
10 a.m. at the Credit Union
iPlex and flow through downtown Swift Current. “People
line the streets of Swift Current, and it’s much like

1938, where we had the
cowboys on their horses
playing guitar and singing. Now we have lots of
cowboys and their horses
and floats from the commercial businesses that
take part,” said Bells.
“We have the CCA Rodeo at 2 o’clock, and then,
that night at 8 o’clock,
grandstand entertainment, Aaron Goodvin and
Sawyer Brown,” Bells said.
“At 11 o’clock, the Canada
150 and Living Sky fire-

Swift Current’s annual Frontiers Day celebration, June 28 to July 1,
includes exciting midway rides and games. SUPPLIED PHOTO

works begin, and we invite everyone to come
down to the grandstand
for that, because we’re
going to play some music
along with it … Because it’s
Canada 150, we stuck with
Canadian-themed music
that people would recognize and enjoy.”
Bells said that the spirit
of community is what inspires and supports the

Frontier Days effort. “We
have over 500 volunteers
that help us out over the
four days,” said Bells. “We
have fantastic sponsors
that come back year after
year and support what
is happening with the
Southwest and with our
Western tradition, encouraging that tradition
with the youth.”
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CCA Finals Rodeo showcases
the spirit of the southwest
BY RYA N H A L L

The history of the western prairies is rich with
images that tell the stories
of our past. Chief among
them is the image of the
cowboy, whose work ethic
and dedication helped to
shape this land. Today, the
sport of rodeo provides a
way to celebrate our heritage, while also showcasing the talent of men and
women from across Canada. Nowhere is this better
experienced than at the
2017 Canadian Cowboys
Association (CCA) Finals
Rodeo, which takes place
at the Innovation Credit
Union i-plex in Swift Current from October 18-21.
The CCA Finals bring
together the best competitors from all over the
country for four days of
events, showcases, and
celebrations. Originating in 1963 with only 60
members, the CCA Finals
have grown and today represent the culminating
event for the largest geographical rodeo association in all of Canada.
History runs deep at the
Finals, with the line-up
of events remaining unchanged over the past 54
years: saddle bronc, bareback, tie-down roping,
steer wrestling, ladies’
barrel racing, team roping and bull riding. Additionally, novice and junior
events take place during
weekday afternoons, with
champions awarded in junior ladies’ barrel racing,
junior steer riding, and
novice bareback, saddle
bronc and bull riding.
However, there is more
to the CCA Finals than
the events. The Southwest Showcase Commercial Trade Show will once
again set up in the i-plex,
and will feature exhibits

The best in the west will gather in Swift Current at the Innovation Credit Union i-plex for the 2017 Canadian Cowboys Association Finals
Rodeo, October 18-21.
PHOTOS: RANDY LEWIS/LEWIS IMAGES

from a variety of vendors.
For those looking to
have a boot-stomping
good time, the Cowboy
Cabaret will be held at
the Kinetic Exhibition
Park Stockade Building.
This routinely ranks as
the biggest party in the
southwest, and last year
over 2,200 people joined
in the fun.
This year also marks the
second of four consecutive years in which the
CCA Finals will be held
in Swift Current. Last year
was a tremendous success
with over 15,000 people in
attendance, some from
as far away as Germany.
This year, organizers are

expecting the same level
of attendance, if not more.
“The CCA Finals bring
in the best of the best,
and that’s something the
people want to see,” says
Lenora Bells, Marketing,
Canadian Cowboys Association Finals Rodeo.
To ensure continued
growth, organizers also spend
a lot of time and care making
sure that this is an event that
can be enjoyed by everyone.
For example, school groups
are invited to attend the junior
and novice competitions, as a
way to introduce students to
the rodeo. Last year this initiative proved widely popular as groups from across the
southwest, not just Swift Cur-

rent, took the opportunity
to experience the rodeo.
“It was great to see so
many different schools
take part,” says Bells, “as
this is part of our shared
heritage.”
Of course, an event like
the CCA Finals couldn’t
take place without the
support and contributions of volunteers. Last
year, over 400 people from
across Saskatchewan assisted in a variety of ways,
many from smaller towns
and centers. “Often these
are people who help out
with their own local rodeos, and they bring that
experience and knowledge with them,” says

Bells, “which means this
event really does feature
the Best in the West!”
Assistance is also provided by sponsors from
the local, regional and
national levels, including this year’s presenting sponsor: Patteson Ag.
Finally, Saskatchewan
Tourism provides resources and support to
help ensure the event is a
success, and the welcoming spirit of the southwest
is displayed to all.
For more information
on the CCA Finals, visit
www.canadiancowboys.
ca or www.swiftcurrentex.com
PAGE 11

Swift Current’s Pharmasave is the largest store in the national chain’s 600 locations across Canada. In addition to the pharmacy staffed by 14 pharmacists and seven pharmacy assistants, the large retail
store offers a vast array of merchandise — including unique giftware, cosmetics and jewelry. There’s even a Starbucks located within the store. PHOTO: JEFF LYONS

Swift Current boasts Canada’s
largest Pharmasave
BY A N D R EW
LIVINGSTONE

The Pharmasave chain
of drugstores includes
approximately 600 locations across Canada, but
none of them is larger than
Pharmasave 406 in Swift
Current. With such a large
space, the location provides
much more than just the
typical drugstore fare.
First and foremost a bustling pharmacy, the Pharmasave employs 14 pharmacists
and seven pharmacy assistants to provide both standard and extraordinary services to its clients. “We’re
very innovative in the pharmacy services that we offer,”
said Jahnaya Mann, managing partner of Pharmasave
406.
“Often, we end up triaging
a patient here – they’ll come
and present with some kind
of condition, or something’s
wrong,” Mann said. “If we
can solve it, we do, either
by prescribing something
for them or giving them an
over-the-counter remedy. If
we can’t meet or solve their
problem, we will actually
make them a doctor’s appointment and send them
over to a clinic.
“We try to go above and
beyond,” said Mann. “Our

focus is on care before commerce.”
Beyond its pharmacy,
however, the location has
a surprising array of products to offer. “We have really unique products – things
that you wouldn’t find in
many department stores,”
Mann said. “We carry a lot
of really unique giftware
items, and, in our cosmetics
area, we have a lot of local
jewelry and Saskatchewanmade products, very unique
things from what you would
find at a big-box store – it’s
different.”
While browsing the merchandise, visitors can even
purchase a treat from the
Starbucks Café tucked in
the back of the location.
“Starbucks is such a big-city
treat, and it’s very unique to
have it in a small community like Swift Current,” said
Mann. “We worked really
hard to get it, and we work
really hard to keep it, and
it’s something that definitely
gives a bit of a big-city feel to
a small town. It’s a comfort of
big-city life.”
More than comfort, the
Pharmasave provides access
to important services and
supplies throughout the day.
“We’re open from eight in the
morning until midnight,”
Mann said. “I think it gives

extended access in a smaller
community, because, in lots
of smaller communities, everything closes at six o’clock
at night. So, they have access
to not just their healthcare
needs up until midnight, but
also to a wide range of products.”
Between the pharmacy,
retail and Starbucks staff,
the location employs 85 to
90 workers, a group that
ranges in age from teenaged high school students
to adult workers who are
near retirement. “My staff
are amazing,” said Mann.
“We have a fantastic team
here. Our focus is definitely
on customer service, and
people that’s what we feel.
Our customers have grown
to love and appreciate about
the store.”
In operation since 1964,
the Pharmasave reached
its current size through a
gradual process of growth
and relocation. “It actually
started next door to here in
a smaller location, and then
we also had a sister location
at the mall,” Mann said. “We
closed the mall location, and
joined into one and did a bit
of an expansion. Around
2006-2007, we moved into
our current location, which
is the site of the old Safeway.
“We took a chance, made

a leap and our customers
made it pay off,” said Mann.
“Them giving us the opportunity to serve them, and
have them as our customer,
has allowed us to grow our
operation to the size it is
today.”
Mann herself went to work
at the store immediately
after acquiring her pharmaceutical degree, and, in
2008, she became managing
partner of the location. “I like
science, and I like math and I
was really interested in helping people,” Mann said of the
origins of her career in pharmacy. “I wanted to be in business as well. Business fascinates me, so this was kind of
the best of both worlds that
I could provide health care
and care for people and, at
the same time, have the ability to run a business.”
The achievements of her
Swift Current Pharmasave
team include receiving provincial and national awards.
Over the past two years, the
team was awarded the Pharmacy Innovation Award by
Pharmasave’s national office
and a Professional Services
Award through the Pharmaceutical Association
of Saskatchewan. Mann
herself received the Bowl
of Hygeia Award. “It’s a national award, and it’s given

out to one pharmacist in every province every year. It’s
based on considerable community service, community
commitment and volunteering,” said Mann. “Honestly,
when they phoned me to tell
me that I won it, I didn’t believe them.
“I truly believe that the
best award we could get
would be that our customers
allow us to continue to care
for them.”past two years,
the team was awarded
the Pharmacy Innovation
Award by Pharmasave’s
national office and a Professional Services Award
through the Pharmaceutical Association of Saskatchewan. Mann herself
received the Bowl of Hygeia Award. “It’s a national
award, and it’s given out to
one pharmacist in every
province every year. It’s
based on considerable community service, community
commitment and volunteering,” said Mann. “Honestly, when they phoned
me to tell me that I won it,
I didn’t believe them.
“I truly believe that the
best award we could get
would be that our customers allow us to continue to
care for them.”
PAGE 12

Full Line Ag enjoying
new location

BY A N D R EW
LIVINGSTONE

Last year, Swift Current’s
Full Line Ag moved west of
the city to its new and improved facility along the
Trans-Canada Highway.
The building is not only
larger and more advanced,
its high visibility and easy
access have made the location even more popular
with the company’s customer base.
“You have to be where
your competition is in
business, and you also need
to have the right exposure,
and along the Trans-Canada gives us lots of exposure,” said Gerald Swystun, the location’s general
manager.
Fortunately, Full Line Ag
has not lacked for attention,
even outside of the growing
season. “Our preventative
maintenance inspections
that we do throughout the
winter give our customers
a report card on their machine, letting them decide
what they want us to repair
and what they want to fix
on their own,” Swystun
said. That way, “When it’s
time to go, their machine
is ready to go.”
Managing the progression of routine maintenance and emergency repairs has become a form
of triage for Full Line Ag.
“From right now until the
snow comes back, you’ve
got sprayers, you’ve got
air-drills, you’ve now got
Terra-Gators, combines,
swathers, tractors and balers,” said Swystun. “Summer is the busiest for the
guys going out in the country and working out in the
fields, but we’ve been quite
busy during the winter as
well.”
“Last fall, with the snow
that dragged the season
out, our shop kind of lost

Full Line Ag’s expanded new location along the Trans-Canada Highway is a highly visible landmark in Swift Current. PHOTO: FULL LINE AG

two months,” Swystun said.
“On the inspections, we still
have quite a few combines
yet to go through here after
seeding gets rolling and we
get caught up there.”
Even with 23 full-time
staff, Full Line is still seeking more personnel to accommodate the abundance
of business. “We’re always
looking for people: looking
for some more mechanics,
looking for another person
in the parts department,”
said Swystun. “We’ve had
quite a bit of growth as well
since we moved into the
new building. We kind of
anticipated that. The hard
part is finding the right labour force to go with that.”
Given the strength of
the agricultural sector,
Swystun has every reason
to expect to be kept very
busy in the future. “The
agricultural industry in
Western Canada is doing
really well, I think, right
across the board,” he said.
“There was a bit of a slowdown last year, which is
normal. Realistically, I
don’t think you can have
exponential growth year

over year over year. We’ve
been quite busy and we did
have some growth as well in
the Southwest here.”
Although farmers paid
more for equipment due
to the weak Canadian dollar in 2016, the same dollar increased their power as
exporters. “It’s still better
for the farmers to have a
bit of a lower dollar,” said
Swystun. “A bit lower dollar gives their product that
they’re selling, which is
their crops, a boost pricewise.”
As dependent as agriculture
is on weather, the 2017 growing
season has already begun with
some interesting developments.
Several grain-producing states
have already suffered from an

unseasonable cold front
that deposited up to a foot
of snow in some places. “It’s
going to just drive the commodity prices up,” Swystun
said.
Improvements in technology have made the industry more efficient and
more diverse, a trend that
will only continue. “It’s not
just a matter of scattering
seed, waiting for it to grow

They don’t call Full Line Ag the ‘superstore’ of ag equipment for
nothing. Their newly expanded facility features many brands of agricultural equipment including tractors, combines, swathers, balers,
tillage, seeding and spraying equipment. An extensive parts inventory keeps work interruptions to a minimum. PHOTO: FULL LINE AG

and then going to harvest
it,” said Swystun. “It’s
precision when it comes
to spraying, it’s precision
when it comes to fertilizer and seed application
— everything is extreme
precision.” More precision
allows farmers to use less
fertilizer, less fuel and less
pesticide, while the soil
benefits from less erosion
and less tillage.
Meanwhile, genetically

modified crops will continue to allow farmers to
make the most of fewer
resources. “In 2016, we
broke the 100 bushel acre
for canola,” Swystun said.
“I believe corn, in North
America, has broken the
300 bushels per acre mark,
and you would not get that
without the technology we
are using today… It’s the
only way possible to feed
the world.”
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Black Bridge Brewery
tastes success
BY A N D R EW
LIVINGSTONE

For nearly three years,
Black Bridge Brewery
has been operating out of
South Swift Current, offering its line of craft beers
to visitors in its taproom
and to beer drinkers in
bars across the province
and beyond.
Black Bridge is particularly proud of its flagship
flavours. “We have four
core brands that we sell
right now in cans through-

out Saskatchewan,” said
Kari Stenson, who, with
her husband Clayton,
owns and operates the
brewery. Black Bridge describes its Rye Ale as rustic, woody and balanced;
its IPA as hoppy, bitter and
pungent; Milk Stout as
black, roasted and creamy;
and its Pseudo Lager as a
balanced and sessionable
ale. In addition to those
four, the company produces various seasonal
beers and kegs throughout
the year.

The brewery, which has
ambitions to stretch well
beyond Saskatchewan’s
borders, has found a following in neighbouring
provinces. “We sell beer
in Manitoba right now
and have a seasonal going
to Alberta,” Stenson said.
Black Bridge’s newest seasonal beer, called
Wheat Burst, will be released in June. “Wheat
Burst is an unfiltered, hoppy beer,” said Stenson. “It
has aromas of juicy pineapple and guava a beer

that promises to make any
hop lover salivate! Crisp,
clean and dry.”
Although beer drinkers
will be the ultimate judges
of Black Bridge’s beverages, the brewery has won official recognition for both
the taste of its beer and the
success of its enterprise.
“We have won two awards
for our Milk Stout previously, and we won an Abex
Award for New Business
Venture last year in October,” Stenson said.
Stenson found the lat-

ter award, from the Saskatchewan Chamber of
Commerce, gratifying.
“It was really exciting for
us just to be recognized
across Saskatchewan as a
successful new business,”
said Stenson. “We’re really proud of that. It’s just
myself and my husband
that own the business, and
there are only five staff.
We’re pretty small, but
we work really hard, and
we’re trying to produce
quality beer that we’re
proud of.”

THIS STORY WAS CREATED BY CONTENT WORKS, POSTMEDIA’S COMMERCIAL CONTENT DIVISION, ON BEHALF OF BLACK BRIDGE BREWERY.
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Guests enjoy exceptional
value and friendly service at
Days Inn - Swift Current.
This 65-room hotel offers travellers a free Daybreak® Café breakfast, full
of
healthy and delicious
choices. To help you stay
connected, enjoy a free
daily newspaper, free local
calls and free high-speed
Internet access. Each newly renovated guest room
features a flat screen TV,
mini-fridge, microwave,
coffee maker and hair dry-

er. Guests can choose from
a variety of room types including two queen beds,
one queen with sofa bed,
Jacuzzi suite, King room,
one king bed with kitchenette and wheelchair accessible room. There is ample
free parking
for guests plus extra
space for large trucks and
buses. Parking includes
free
seasonal plug-ins.

To help travellers stay
fit on the road this hotel
features a fully equipped
fitness room. Smiley’s
Lounge is conveniently located on-site, offering a full
menu with daily specials
and is a great place to relax at the end of a busy day.
Also on-site is a full service
beer and wine store and an
ATM for your convenience.
For special events or a
place to host your next

meeting, the hotel has
three
meeting/banquet rooms
that can accommodate up
to 250 people. The banquet
area features a dance floor
stage, sound system, podium and screen.
Days Inn - Swift Current
is located at 905 North Service Road East and offers
easy
access to the many fantastic attractions in the

area: shopping, restaurants, golf
courses, recreation facilities, Eastend Fossil Research Station, Grasslands
National Park, The Great
Sand Hills, Saskatchewan
Landing, Lake Pelletier
and more.
Book today!
Toll Free: 1 800 DAYS
INN (1-800-329-7466) or
book direct at 306-7734643 daysinn.ca.
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Business diploma specializing in
accountancy, management or human resources now available in Swift Current
SWIFT CURRENT: A
two-year Business diploma with a specialization
in accountancy, management or human resources,
has been added to the fulltime programs offered at
Great Plains College Swift
Current Campus.
Applications for September entry are currently being accepted for both
the Business certificate
and Business diploma

programs.
“This addition is a
natural extension from
the Business certificate
program we currently offer,” said Brian Gobbett,
vice president academic
at Great Plains College.
“We strive to meet the
educational and employment needs of our region
and are confident that
these diploma options
will serve our students

and our community well.”
The Business diploma
builds on the certificate
program and successful
graduates of the certificate program may transfer directly to a full-time
or part-time Business
diploma program specializing in accountancy,
management or human
resources at Great Plains
College Swift Current
Campus. New students

may apply directly to the
two-year Business diploma.
“Since the programs
are brokered through
Saskatchewan Polytechnic, students receive the
exact same training and
credentials that are offered there,” added Gobbett. “As well, Saskatchewan Polytechnic has
articulated credit transfer agreements with both

provincial universities
that allow students with
acceptable performance
to transfer into their third
year of university study in
commerce or business.”
For more information
about the Business diploma programs, to apply or
request an appointment
with a student adviser,
please visit greatplainscollege.ca/programs.
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Don’t miss
out on the
Long Days
Night Music
Festival
You can’t celebrate the longest days
of the year properly if you’re tucked
into bed, so join us at the Long Day’s
Night Music festival this June 22nd
- June 25th. Four evenings of great
Canadian acts in Swift Current at the
big-top tent with safe rides home provided by SGI.
To start off this amazing festival on
June 22nd, we have the Edmonton
trio, Scenic Route to Alaska. These
boys are bringing their mix of indie,
folk and pop, starting us off with
some positive energy. Opening for
them are Megan Nash and Bears in
Hazenmore, further adding to that
awesome prairie sound.
Make sure to wear your comfy shoes
on June 23rd. The classy, romantic,
uplifting Latin sound of Andino Suns
is sure to make you dance. If they can’t
get you moving then Regina based,
Skavenjah will! Their blend of Ska,
Rock, Reggae and Soul has been making everybody move for over 25 years.
June 24th will keep the positive
energy high with Bombargo throwing down their funky sounds and intense live show. Hey good-lookin’ are
you coming to see The Joel Plaskett
Emergency? Featuring multiple Juno
award winner Joel Plaskett, coming
from the East-Coast to lay down some
feel-good rock tunes.
Lastly, on June 25th, join us for Leeroy Stagger and the Rebeltones, an alternative country rock singer whose
honest, gritty and arousing lyrics and
music have been rising in popularity.
With a fantastic live show, you don’t
want to miss your chance to see this
rising Canadian talent.
With the local Black Bridge Brewery providing draught beer there are
no reasons to stay home. A limited
number of Early Bird Festival Passes
for all four nights are only $95 and are
available at Pharmasave or Picatic.
ca/ldn. In June the Festival Passes
will cost $110 for all four nights. Mark
your calendar and come out this June
22nd – 25th to enjoy all the prairies
has to offer at Long Day’s Night Music
Festival.
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Pioneer Co-op Investing
in our communities
The commitment of our Board of
Directors at Pioneer Co-op is to invest in the communities that we work
and live in. Our newest investment is
at the Morse Farm Centre and Consul Farm Centre locations both hosting new facilities. Morse Co-op is a
combination of a Farm Centre and
C-Store whereas Consul Co-op combines a Farm Centre along with Food
and Liquor. This investment of $1 M in
each location has been achieved with
keeping the carbon footprint in mind
and we have been able to double our
square footage using 50% less power.
Another community investment that
is underway is the addition of a Service
Station/C-Store with a liquor outlet at
Maple Creek and a renovation at Gull
Lake Farm Centre to accommodate a
liquor outlet as well.
PI O N E E R C O - O P I S PL E A S E D
T O A N N O U N C E O U R N EW
RT M ( R E A DY T O M OV E
H O M E ) M A N U FAC T U R I N G
FAC I L I T Y.

Our new RTM site is situated directly west of our Distribution Yard
at 2171 N Railway West and will accommodate up to 12 homes. Pioneer
Co-op RTM’s are built with the highest
quality materials and workmanship
and come with the Saskatchewan New
Home Warranty. We offer a wide selection of available plans and can accommodate custom designs.
Please call our Lumber department
at 306-778-8836 for more information
on your next RTM home.

Picture of the Pioneer Co-op Morse Farm Centre

PI O N E E R C O - O P I S PL E A S E D
T O A N N O U N C E O U R N EW
C E RT I F I E D S E E D T R E AT I N G
PL A N T.

Our new site is situated directly
south of our Agronomy office and
Chem sheds. It will be able to hold up
to 56,000 bu of certified seed that will
be treated using our USC seed treater.
We offer a variety of certified seed and
seed treatments.
Please contact our Agronomy office
at 306-778-8704 for more information
on seed and treatment availability.

Picture of The Pioneer Co-op Seed Treating Plant
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Trevor Marion, General Manager of Living Sky Casino, at the 7th Annual 49° x 110° Spring Conference. PHOTO: JAMES R PAGE

49° X 110° spring conference
celebrates tourism industry
Tourism Swift Current hosted
the 7th Annual 49° x 110° Spring
Conference on April 27 and 28,
2017 at the Living Sky Casino Event
Centre in Swift Current. 49º x 110º
is an annual event which brings together tourism, economic development and private business from
across the province. Lee Friesen is
one of the organizers. “We’re really
pleased with the attention that 49º
x 110º has received, but we couldn’t
put together an event like this if
we did not have the support and
participation of our local, regional
and provincial partners. It’s a great
example of what can be achieved
by working in partnership, and the
event has become a showcase for
the facility, the city and Southwest
Saskatchewan.”
Conventions, trade shows and
annual events have all contributed to the building of a $39 million

tourism industry in Swift Current.
“We’re encouraged by the growth
that we’ve seen and we are confident we’ll be able to build on these
numbers,” notes Lee Friesen.
“Business travel, service crews and
peak summer traffic have always
been a driver, but we know our
industry is growing, and with the
facilities and hotel properties we
now have in Swift Current, we’re
in a position where we have an opportunity to build on our success.
49º x 110º is a celebration of our
industry and recognizes the builders behind it.
The Living Sky Casino & Event
Centre is a major part of this
growth and has contributed to
a developing tourism industry.
The venue includes 575 theatre
style seats which are removable
for conventions and trade shows.
The house is raked, resulting in ex-

cellent sight lines for audiences,
while state-of-the-art sound and
lighting systems ensure optimal
performance experiences. The
facility is part of the Living Sky
Casino complex and was built at
a total cost of $35 million. Since
opening, the Event Centre has become a catalyst for the hospitality
industry in Swift Current, allowing
organizers to hold meetings and
conventions in a facility that is
competitive to any market in the
province.
Additional venues for meetings,
conferences and events include
the historic Lyric Theatre, with a
capacity of 190, and the Saskatchewan Hockey Hall of Fame, which is
located in the Credit Union i-plex.
The i-plex is a multi-purpose facility operated by the city and can
accommodate up to 800 people.
Kinetic Park, with multiple build-

ings, ample grounds, and on-site
camping, has the capacity to host
groups up to 2,500. All of the facilities have been a boost to the local
economy, generating spin-offs
to restaurants, hotels and retail
trade.
“We have 18 hotel properties
in our city which offer a total of
almost 1,000 rooms” says Jackie
Moore from Tourism Swift Current. Supporting these facilities is
a growing list of event suppliers.
Jackie adds, “A successful event is
the result of careful planning and
attention to detail. Whether it’s a
trade show, convention, or business meeting, we can meet your
needs with excellent facilities,
services and amenities.”
Visitor & Convention Services
are open Monday to Friday and
available by calling 306-778-9174.
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Exclusive residential
development opens for
investment
BY A N D R EW

LIVINGSTONE

After years of planning and
preparation, lots in Swift Current’s premier residential development, Cypress Point, are
available for purchase. The prestigious neighbourhood will provide
future residents with a beautiful
setting and a key location in the
east of the city.
“Cypress Point is the city’s newest, exclusive development. It
consists of 51 single-family lots, 21
multi-family lots, and eight semidetached lots,” said Michael Ruus,
general manager of planning and
growth development for the City of
Swift Current. “The lots range between $126,400 to about $210,400.”
The upscale nature of the de-

velopment is unprecedented in
Swift Current. “It’s quite unique
in the sense that each home will
be a custom design, with homeowners able to be involved in that
process to design their future
dream homes so each home will
look a little bit different and have
access to a number of different
amenities,” said Ruus.
The area will feature homes that
front onto the Elmwood Golf and
Country Club, a rolling, peaceful
course that promises a challenge
for seasoned players and a relaxing place for beginners to learn the
game. In addition to their proximity to the golf course, residents will
also have access to a two-and-ahalf acre park enclosed within the
neighbourhood, which will feature
a children’s play area, a picnic area,

multi-use paths and a sporting
field. “It definitely has something
to offer for every age and interest,”
said Ruus.
And, on those occasions when
residents would prefer to watch
professional-level sports, they will
be within walking distance of WHL
hockey at the Credit Union iPlex
and WMBL baseball at Mitchell
Field.
For prospective buyers who
are particularly interested in the
prospect of such easy access to
a quick game of golf, there is an
additional incentive. “If interested buyers act now, they’ll be
receiving a complimentary oneyear, unrestricted membership
at the golf course,” said Ruus.
The Elmwood course is currently
undergoing enhancements to

raise its rating to a Les Furber
championship-calibre course, but
those improvements will soon be
in place. “The golf course is just finishing up its renovation, which will
be complete this fall,” said Ruus.
As for the Cypress Point neighbourhood itself, although the
installation of amenities is still
winding down, the opportunity
to invest has arrived. “We just finished putting in the infrastructure
for this new development, with
lots made available last fall, and
now we’re just making the finishing touches on everything,” said
Ruus. “We are starting the landscaping of the park this year, so
we’ll be doing the tree-planting,
putting in the turf and play units
later in the season.”
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Left to Right – Jay Wallace, Darrell Wallace & Derek Wallace

Wallace and Winmar, Your “go
to” for Building Excellence
Darrell Wallace along with his
two sons Derek and Jay, remain
true to their principle of “Building Excellence” Since Wallace
Constructions inception back in
1981 the company has built a quality reputation in both workmanship and employee development.
“I think it is safe to say we have
successfully met the challenges
over the years by retaining key
employees and maintaining solid
customer relationships, word
travels fast and your reputation is
only as good as your last job”, said
Darrell Wallace. The approach
has definitely paid off and Wallace Construction has grown from
one hired carpenter to a full-time

staff of journeymen, apprentices
and administrative personnel of
approximately 30 people.
As one of the largest and most
successful privately owned construction companys in Southwest
Saskatchewan. Wallace is so much
more than a construction company, we are driven daily by our
mission and strive to create high
quality projects while adhering to
professional and moral standards.
Our team understands that while
we work to improve the community and grow our business, we
believe in continually reaching
beyond ourselves to bring improved living to others around
us. Community involvement is

extremely important to Wallace
Construction and we sponsor
many local charities and groups,
“We are pleased to give back to the
community” Wallace says.
Spanning both commercial
and residential construction segments, the company leads the
way in medium to large commercial and industrial projects. To
make things even more dynamic
and offer our customers a broad
spectrum of services. Wallace
Construction has also partnered
with WINMAR Property Restoration and in late 2009 opened a
franchise in Swift Current.
WINMAR are complete property restoration specialists, offering

24-hour emergency services. Winmar specializes in Insurance work
such as emergency Sewage and
Water cleanup, Asbestos Abatement, Mould Removal, Odour
control as well as construction
services and basement renovations. Other services they offer include environmental restoration,
disability related renovation and
construction, damage appraisal
consulting, bio-hazard clean up
and catastrophe planning.
WINMAR is a great fit with
Wallace Construction’s current
operations and together the two
teams are your “go to” in Southwest Saskatchewan for “Building
Excellence”
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Go fly a kite
With a great lineup of kite
artists attending from across
North America and beyond,
this year’s SaskPower Windscape Kite Festival will offer
another exciting weekend of
unique entertainment. On June
24 and 25, 2017 the skies above
Swift Current, SK will fill with
an incredible array of beautiful
and colourful kites, with plenty
of other activities for the whole
family to enjoy. This worldclass event attracts kite flyers
and fun loving people from
across the globe to one prairie
field to enjoy an exciting weekend of kiting and family fun.
This year’s festival celebrates
Windscape’s 13th anniversary,
and welcomes celebrity flyers,
including teams from Germany,
England and USA, to showcase
their creations and skills. Featuring enormous, wonderful
kites and inflatables, out-ofthis-world stunt kite flyers,
quad line flyers and teams that
thrill the crowds, and colourful
banners to brighten up the festival grounds, this free admission family festival truly offers
something for everyone.
At Windscape, everyone can
experience the thrill of flying in
the vast Saskatchewan air space
with some of the world’s best

kite artists and performers. The
public is invited to bring their
own kites, make their own
custom-decorated kites, or buy
some onsite.
There is also two full days
of children’s activities including the splatter mural, balloon sculpting, face painting,
juggling tent, candy catapult,
bubble station, flying dragon
booth, straw bale maze, mystery sandpile, Scavenger Hunt
and performances by Mooky
the Clown!
There is plenty to do at the
SaskPower Windscape Kite
Festival but the main activity
is to sit back watch all the kites.
Bring a chair to sit and watch
the parade of interesting kites
and performances.
With exciting kites, fun activities, the SaskPower Windscape
Kite Festival 2017 is shaping
up to be a can’t-miss event this
coming summer.
Please join us for the SaskPower Windscape Kite Festival
in Swift Current on the Southwest Hill. The festival begins on
Saturday, June 24 at 10:00 am
and has no admission charge.
It runs Sunday until 5:00 pm.
For more information please
visit the website at www.windscapekitefestival.ca.
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Since purchasing its pulse processing facility in Swift Current in 2012, ILTA Grain Inc. has continued to invest in the plant, expanding operations to better accommodate the
area’s pulse supply. SUPPLIED PHOTO

Pulses a growing part of
diversified ag sector
BY A N D R EW
LIVINGSTONE

Five years ago, in order to expand its operations into the southwestern region of the province,
ILTA Grain Inc. purchased a pulse
processing facility in Swift Current, and the company has since
become a part of the city’s ongoing
agricultural success story.
“The Swift Current area
is just such a great area,” said
Dan Burneski, president
of ILTA Grain, from the company’s
headquarters in Surrey, BC. “It’s
a great city with an excellent labour force, and we have CP Rail
there that does an excellent job in
Swift Current. I think there’s a lot
of positive things in the area there
that just make it a great place to
do business.”
Burneski predicts continued opportunities for Swift Current to
profit from the global appetite for
pulses and other crops that are not
traditionally associated with agriculture on the Canadian prairies.
“We’d like to see the growers in the
area keep increasing their production of all the specialty grains, like
canary seed, mustard, peas, lentils,

chickpeas,” said Burneski. “Basically, there’s good demand for all
of them, and I think that it’ll continue to grow.”
Indeed, since ILTA’s initial investment in the Swift Current
plant, the company has seen fit
to expand the operation to better accommodate the area’s pulse
supply. “Our plant in Swift Current has grown over the years,”
said Burneski. “From 2012, when
we acquired it, until today, we’ve
made some pretty major investments there to make it one of the
pre-eminent operations in Saskatchewan.”
Meanwhile, farmers have seized
the opportunity to solidify the local agricultural sector and maintain the health of their fields. “I
think it gives the growers a lot of
alternatives to some of the other
crops that maybe aren’t as revenue-friendly to them, like wheat
and some of the other products,”
said Burneski. “It gives them some
good diversification, and, for crop
rotation, it’s certainly beneficial
to them.”
Even with inconvenient rains,
trade negotiations and a late harvest, 2016 was a good year for

ILTA’s Swift Current plant. “It’s
great,” said Burneski. “The Swift
Current area is a very good pulsegrowing area, and the growers
there grow some of the best quality in Saskatchewan.”
One of the greatest drivers of
the demand for pulse crops is the
population of India, which is the
world’s largest consumer of pulses. “They grow about 17 to 19 million tons, but they consume 23 to
25 million tons, so they’re always
an importer,” said Burneski.
In order to maintain and expand
the demand for Canadian pulses,
exporters and government officials worked throughout the past
year to resolve Indian concerns
regarding the safety of crops. “We
had the Indian fumigation issue,
where they wanted product from
various countries fumigated before arrival.Things like that that
disrupt markets for a period of
time, but we actually think that
the markets should be pretty good
going forward,” Burneski said.
“That’s one important market, but
we see markets in other areas of
the world growing as well.”
Burneski anticipates that the
increasing emphasis on a healthy

diet will further fuel the demand
for pulses. “I think the market
worldwide continues to grow, and
will continue to grow as far more
people look for healthier eating
habits,” he said. “A lot of the pulse
crops go to countries that require
reasonably-priced protein, and
pulse crops certainly fill that gap.”
Pulses even received an official
endorsement from the United Nations, as the intergovernmental
organization identified their potential value to improving global
health. “Last year, 2016, was the
UN’s International Year of the
Pulse, trying to create some excitement in pulse crops all around
the world and changing people’s
diets slightly to a more healthconscious diet,” said Burneski.
As a result, 2017 is anticipated
to be an even stronger year for
pulse growers around Swift Current and throughout the country.
“Every year, we’ve seen close to record crops in Canada grown, and,
every year, people say, ‘What are
we going to do with it all?’ — and,
every year, we seem to be able to
sell it all,” said Burneski. “So, we
think it will continue to grow into
the future.”
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The City of
Swift Current
Where Life Makes Sense
The City of Swift Current is the
major population centre of Southwest
Saskatchewan. It is an energetic, progressive
community, boasting a vibrant downtown
business core and two shopping malls.
In addition to a strong business industry,
tremendous education system and firstrate health services, residents benefit from
extensive social, cultural, sporting and
recreational amenities.
As a city of family and friends, our efforts to
maintain a
high quality of life and favorable business
climate are rivaled only by our desire to
welcome new families to our city.
With so much to take advantage of, there
is no doubt that residents of Swift Current
enjoy a quality of life that is second to none!

Affordability
Accessibility
Education
Health
Security
Recreation
Culture
Environment
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON SWIFT
CURRENT OPPORTUNITIES CALL: MARTY
SALBERG - Director of Community Development
Phone: (306) 778-2700 Fax: (306) 778-2194
Email: m.salberg@swiftcurrent.ca

www.swiftcurrent.ca

