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2009 Chamber Holiday Celebration
Join fellow members and share the spirit of the holiday season!
Thursday, December 10th
5:30pm – 7:30 pm
Fairways of Halfmoon
Enjoy delicious Hors D’ Oeuvres, Cash Bar,
Entertainment and lots of great Door Prizes!
General Admission: $20 • Chamber Members: $10

Don’t Wait in Line at the Door
PREPAY at www.southernsaratoga.org Today

Hosted and Sponsored by:

Win a Photo Scroll on the Chamber’s Website Homepage…see page 8 for details!

I M P O R TA N T

NOTICE

Beginning with your January 2010 issue, The Bottom Line newsletter will now be delivered right to your INBOX on the
first day of every month! We’ve enhanced the electronic version with full color, better graphics and a new look that will
be emailed directly to you each month. And now, members and non-members alike can also read and/or print off
The Bottom Line by using the special icon on the home page of our website – www.southernsaratoga.org. As part of our
desire to become more ‘green’, we plan to save both ink, paper and money by printing and mailing less of The Bottom Line.
HOWEVER, YOU CAN STILL RECEIVE A PRINTED COPY OF
The Bottom Line DELIVERED RIGHT TO YOUR DESK IF YOU DESIRE!
We want to insure you have the option of getting the latest news and insights on the area’s business and our Chamber
the way you want…either electronically or by mailed copy. Simply give us a call at 371-7748 or go online to
www.southernsaratoga.org and complete the simple form to receive your mailed copy of The Bottom Line just the
way you’ve always had it.

Your Chamber…creating success for you in 2010.
The Chamber of Southern Saratoga County

Is Your Company Information Correct
in the Chamber Database?
The Chamber is preparing to print the new
2010 Membership Directory and Buyer’s Guide in January.
It is most important that the correct contact information about your business,
including current employee names, email and website addresses are in the Chamber
database to ensure an accurate listing in the Directory! This information will
remain in print for one full year.
Please check your information by logging onto the Members Only page of the
Chamber website: www.southernsaratoga.org and review the data that is on file for
your business. Members are able to make any changes necessary to their own
information directly on the website- or call the Chamber office at 371-7748 if you
have any questions.

2010

Upcoming
Events
Mark your calendar now
for these Upcoming
networking events.
2010

Chamber Holiday
Networking Luncheon

2nd Thursday
Networking Mixers

Tuesday, December 8th
Noon- 1:30pm

Dec 10
Fairways of Halfmoon

Join us for a festive
Holiday Networking Luncheon
at Clifton Park’s newest hot spot,
Wheatfield’s Bistro and Wine Bar.
Enjoy a delicious gourmet
pizza and salad buffet
followed by speed networking with fellow Chamber members.
It’s an event not to be missed!
SUPER NETWORKER DISCOUNT!
Register for both the Holiday Networking Luncheon and
the Holiday Celebration Mixer on December 10th
at Fairways of Halfmoon and save $5!

Jan 14
TreePAAD Fun Center
February 11
Spare Time-Clifton Park
_____________________

Chamber Seeks 2010
Networking Mixer Locations
What a great way to gain exposure
for your business!
If your office/facility has the capacity to hold 75+ Chamber members,
why not consider hosting a 2nd
Thursday Networking Mixer in
2010? It’s an excellent opportunity to
showcase your business and staff
to fellow members.
Contact Denise Romeo at 371-7748
or denise@southernsaratoga.org
for full details and host requirements.

To receive the discount, call The Chamber office
to register at 371-7748
Or email us at info@southernsaratoga.org
Event Sponsors:

Design & Layout by
Velocity Print Solutions
370-1158
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A
Alicia Jacobs

N

ews

journals, just the workouts to keep you in check for the
holidays! Register NOW for the following camps: Rotterdam/Pinewood Elementary, 12/1- 17 Tues/Thurs 5:306:30P.M. $66. Clifton Park/Senior Center, 12/14-17 M-TH
5:45-6:4A.M. and 12/28-31 M-TH 5:30A.M.-6:30A.M.
$45. (each session) and Saratoga/National Museum of
Dance 12/14-18 M-F 5:15-6:15A.M. $55. Register now by
visiting www.makeitfittraining.com.

licia Jacobs, an Emmy Award winning TV
producer and Special Events Guru, has
launched a consulting business in Clifton Park
called AJ Management. She will specialize in
providing marketing, public relations and
event planning services to small businesses
and non-profits in Upstate New York.
For further information, contact Jacobs
at 518-669-9806.

lliance Worldwide Investigative Group,
Inc., of Clifton Park, NY, recently
welcomed Matthew Kavanagh to the
company as Account Executive. Kavanagh
holds both a Master's Degree in Business
Administration and a Bachelor's Degree
in Criminal Justice from The College of
Saint Rose in Albany, NY.

A

artel Communications, Inc., held a fundraiser for the
Regional Food Bank by presenting the seminar “Subtle Sell
Marketing” and offering 15-minute “Food For Thought”
speed marketing consultations to selected attendees, in return
for canned food donations. Eight attendees met one-on-one
with Pauline Bartel to discuss current marketing challenges
and receive her advice and counsel.

B

Matthew
Kavanagh

U

nderscoring its 25-year commitment to providing
quality health care services at a reasonable cost,
CDPHP® was ranked as the top-rated health plan in New
York state, according to the recently released, U.S. News
& World Report/NCQA America’s Best Health Insurance
Plans 2009-10*. Five CDPHP plans were among the top
25 health plans in the nation. “This further exemplifies how
a regional, not-for-profit physician-based health plan like
CDPHP is ideally equipped to offer a universal health care
solution for all New Yorkers”, said John D. Bennett, MD,
president and CEO, CDPHP.

T

he Capital Region Sylvan Learning Centers are honored
to receive the Territory Excellence Award again this year.
This award recognizes centers whose educational services,
staff and facilities exceed Sylvan’s national standards for
service and quality. Sylvan staff members work closely with
the Capital District community, including partnerships with
local schools and organizations. With three convenient
locations - Albany, Clifton Park, and Niskayuna - the
Capital Region centers have helped local families meet
their educational goals since 1996. For more information
call 518-869-6005, ext 5, or visit www.sylvanlearning.com.

D

r. John Ferguson of Ferguson Family Chiropractic has
answered the call to participate in a new initiative
aimed at supporting America’s newest returning veterans
with immediate access to chiropractic services. Dr. John has
extended an offer of chiropractic care for one full year for
any US military veteran returning from overseas deployment
in Afghanistan and Iraq, at no charge. Eligibility is easily
determined by anyone presenting a service certificate.
Call the office at 518.383.5595 for further information.

T

he Albany Police Athletic League (PAL) welcomes
everyone to enjoy the thousands of lights and more
than 125 displays that are part of the 13th Annual
Hannaford Capital Holiday Lights with the theme,
“Celebrate Our Differences” in Washington Park. The
Lights’ show is open daily at 6 p.m. through Jan. 2.
For more information and the most up-to-date schedule of
events, visit www.albanycapitalholidaylights.com

Catherine Hull, Executive Director, presents the Territory Excellence Award
to the Center Directors of the Albany, Clifton Park and Niskayuna Sylvan
Learning Centers: Don Clendaniel, Fern Hurley and Cathlene Schwartzbeck

anza’s Restaurant and the Audiostars are offering small
companies the opportunity to participate in a BIG holiday
party on December 5th and December 12th from 7 PM Midnight. A complete gourmet holiday dinner and premier
live entertainment for one low, per person price of $45. All
inclusive. No minimum. Seating for both nights is very limited,
please call (518)584-6882 to order your tickets.

P

he American Red Cross Adirondack Saratoga Chapter is
pleased to announce they have received a major grant
award in the amount of $53,541 to provide support services
to active military members and their family members.
The grant was funded by the Department of Defense and
distributed through the national office of the American
Red Cross to selected chapters throughout the country.

T

H

oliday Express Boot Camp Challenge camps are coming
up in December! Take advantage of a reduced rates
because they are strictly workouts, no measurements, no
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Ribbon Cuttings

Celebrating the grand opening of the brand new location of
Mother Teresa Academy, located at 501 Moe Road in
Clifton Park are students, teachers, Mother Teresa Academy
board members and Chamber Ambassadors. Mother Teresa
Academy is an independent Private School that offers
Catholic Christian values for pre-kindergarten through
grade 5 students. Mother Teresa Academy is an extension
of the family, creating an atmosphere conducive to learning,
by promoting the dignity of the individual. For further information, visit the website at www.motherteresaacademy.org
or call Executive Director Joyce Maddalone at
518-857-2288.

TreePaad Fun Center recently opened their new location at
2381 Route 9 in Malta. Co-Owners Patti Garrand and Candy
Cross invite you and your children to explore their beautiful
family entertainment center featuring laser tag, rock climbing,
jumpshot, spider zone and fort ballocity. Cutting the ribbon
are Candy Cross, Patti Garrand, Paula Cross, Beth Cross,
John Cross, Cody Cross, Toni Signorelli, Christopher Matte,
Chamber members Peter Apparius and Carol North, Leslie
Neely, Marie Lucey, Jimmy-Jo Donlee, Michaela Hayes,
Erin Glock, John Crawford, Chamber Ambassadors
Stacie Peugh and Brandon Kot. Please visit their website at
www.treepaad.com or call 289-5475 for further information.

Celebrating the ribbon cutting of the new Subway in the
Shops of Halfmoon, 1707 Route 9 in Halfmoon are from
left: Chamber board member Kathy Pelham, Tom Savino,
CB Richard Ellis, Chamber Ambassadors Stacie Peugh, Patti
Montgomery, Subway owners Eddie & Janice Hicks, Shops
of Halfmoon owner Bruce Tanski, Chamber board member
Dick Butler, Subway Division Manager JoAnna Kronske,
Lance Bickley, Mr. Subway (12 year old Luke Bickley) and
Chamber President Peter Aust. Subway is the world’s
largest submarine sandwich chain with more than 30,000
restaurants in 87,000 countries! Call them at 518.557-2008
or visit the website at www.subway.com

Maui PlayCare of Halfmoon/Clifton Park celebrated the grand
opening of their brand new facility at 1705 Route 9, Building B
in Halfmoon. Cutting the ribbon is (from left): Chamber
Ambassadors Stacie Peugh and Brandon Kot, Chamber
member Tom Savino, Shops of Halfmoon owner Bruce Tanksi,
Maui PlayCare owner Tina Tokos, Tina’s mom, Mary, Town
of Halfmoon Councilman Paul Hotaling, Town of Halfmoon
Councilwoman Regina Parker and Chamber President Peter
Aust. Maui PlayCare is a new concept in child care; a drop-in
babysitting center. Children play in a secure and friendly
atmosphere. There are no membership fees, reservations or
costly dues-just low hourly rates whenever, for however long
you need! For further information, call them at 518.371-4600
or visit www.mauiplaycare.com.

Go to www.southernsaratoga.org
to download a copy of this newsletter…
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CLICK
On! 1/27

Chamber
Member of the Month

C REATIVE
L INKS
I NTEGRATING
C AREERS with
K NOWLEDGE

Focus on Health Care

Health savings accounts:

The Education and Business Partnership continues to
provide important programming to connect our area’s leading businesses and educators. To that end, CLICK On! 1.27
– a ‘mini-summit’ with a focus on the health care industry is
scheduled for Wednesday, January 27th at Saratoga Springs
High School. Join other business leaders and Tech Valley
educators for an informative event which the addresses the
current and future workforce needs of this industry, from
the perspective of both educators and employers.

Good for employees, good for companies
By Michael Durand, Senior Vice President, Key Private Bank

On average, large companies spend $6,000 annually
on health care per employee. It’s not surprising then, that
to counter the rising costs companies are looking at
alternatives. High deductible health plan (HDHP) and
health savings account (HSA) combinations, which experts
say can cut company health care costs by as much as 20 to
30 percent annually, are proving to be an attractive option.
HDHPs reduce premium costs for employers while
providing coverage to employees for catastrophic illnesses.
HSAs, which can only be used in combination with
HDHPs, provide savings directly to employees: they allow
employees to allocate tax-advantaged money into
dedicated health savings accounts.
If your company offers an HSA-eligible highdeductible health plan (HDHP), your employees are
eligible if they:
• do not have other health insurance,
• are not covered under Medicare, and
• are not listed as a dependent on anyone else’s
income tax return
If they meet these qualifications, direct them to ask
at their bank branch, or via their bank’s online services
or phone help line, whether the bank offers health savings accounts. If not, suggest they research other banks.

CLICK On! 1.27 will provide participants an opportunity
to hear from leading professionals who will share their
thoughts in a panel discussion on the needed skills for their
workforce, both now and in the future. Specific job descriptions, anticipated openings, compensation ranges and other
topics related to the health care industry will also be
covered. An extensive question and answer program will
be provided in addition to a networking opportunity with
refreshments.
Panelists to date include:
• Kathy Occhiogrosso – Seton Health
• Joanne Miller – Saratoga Hospital
• Dr. Margaret Geehan – Hudson Valley
Community College
• Representative TBD - Warren, Washington,
Saratoga BOCES
The program will be moderated by Greg Dewitt of
Iroquois Health.

Contributing to and spending from HSA accounts
Let your employees know that they can usually contribute
to their health savings account by setting up direct deposits
from their paychecks, electronic transfers, in person at
bank branches and by check via the mail.
To make eligible purchases from their health savings
accounts, your employees can usually write checks on their
health savings accounts, use a health savings accountdedicated debit card, transfer funds through online banking, use an ATM or visit a bank branch for a teller
window withdrawal. They can also use a standard check or
debit card, then reimburse themselves from the HSA.

Attendance is limited to the first 200 registrants –
there in no charge to attend!
Date:
Time:
Location:
Register:

Wednesday, January 27, 2010
3:15pm to 5:00pm
Saratoga Springs High School
Online at www.southernsaratoga.org
or by calling 371-7748

Don’t miss an opportunity to learn more about the
opportunities, challenges and future of the growing health
care industry in our growing region…and how you can
be a part of the dialog and solutions.

For more general information on HSAs, visit
www.irs.gov and www.ustreas.gov.
About the author: Mike Durand is senior vice
president and Saratoga/Warren market manager
for KeyBank. He may be reached at 580-2762
or michael_durand@keybank.com.
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The Chamber of Southern Saratoga County

Buy local.
and always buy Chamber.

2010 Membership Directory
& Buyer’s Guide

2009 Membership
Directory

& Buyer’s

Guide

CREATING SUCCESS
FOR A STRONG
C O M M U N I T Y

Advertising Beneﬁts for 2010!
Included (at no extra cost) on The Chamber’s Website
for ONE YEAR with your paid print ad:
FREE 6 month rotating banner ad with hot link to your
company website on chamber website homepage
($600 value)
Reach thousands of readers who log on to the
chamber’s homepage each month

www.southernsaratoga.org
Distribution
Published annually, this ﬁne compendium of
business information has a full year of repeat
visibility, maximizing the eﬀectiveness of
the advertisements for as little as $41.00 per
month.

FREE 3 month rotating banner ad on “Chamber Tube”,
new Chamber lobby large screen monitor ($225
value)
FREE Inclusion on advertisers listing page and hot link to
your company website ($295 value)
Sends online buyers directly to your website

Next Publication: January 2010
3,500 Copies
Copies are distributed to CEO’s, marketing and
human resource heads other prime decision
makers of present and incoming member ﬁrms.
It is also available to the general public for
commercial and residential use.

Advertising Costs

Directory Listings

Covers: Four-Color at no extra charge

White Page Listing ............Included in cost of membership
Yellow Page Listing ...........Included in cost of membership
Logo in White Pages .............................................................. $100

Full page .......½ page ........ ¼ page
Inside Front Cover ................ S$2295
OLD
Inside Back Cover ...................2295 .......... 1395 ............. 995
Outside Back Cover .................2655
OLD
S..2655

Buyer’s Guide (Inside Pages)
Black & White only
Full Page .................................. $1295
½ Page ........................................... 795
¼ Page ........................................... 595
/ Page .......................................... 495

Contact
Liz Roggenbuck
Member Services Manager
(518) 371-7748 or liz@southernsaratoga.org

All above rates are
based on client/
agency providing
composed ﬁle.
Refer to “Mechanical
Requirements”
for additional
information.

Billing
All ads must be paid in full by December 29, 2009
to be included in the publication.
Commissions: Will be paid to recognized agencies on display
ad space and position charges only at the rate of 15%

see reverse for ﬁle preparation specs and size requirements
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CREATING SUCCESS
FOR A STRONG
C O M M U N I T Y

The Chamber of Southern Saratoga County

2010 Membership Directory
& Buyer’s Guide
Mechanical Requirements
3 Cover Positions: 4-Color Process. Full bleed available
(add 1/8” bleed per side)
Inside Pages: Black & White. See below for sizes. No bleeds.

Questions:
Please contact Liz Roggenbuck at
Phone: (518) 371-7748
Fax:
(518) 371-5025
Email: liz@southernsaratoga.org

Acceptable Ad Forms: All ads must be submitted in digital/electronic
format in any of the following: PDF, .tif, .jpeg, or .eps with embedded fonts
or fonts converted to outlines in the case of EPS ﬁles. If it is necessary
to submit ads in InDesign, Quark Xpress or Pagemaker, all fonts and
graphics MUST be included on disk with the document.
No other programs/formats will be accepted. Final version hard copy of all
ads, as well as information on program, version and platform (MAC or PC)
must also be included.

Submit all ad materials to:
The Chamber of Southern Saratoga
Attn: Liz Roggenbuck
P.O. Box 399
Clifton Park, NY 12065

Ads should be submitted in the appropriate color space (i.e.: 4/color
process, or black & white).
Resolution: PDF ﬁles should be written for “Press Quality”, graphics
should be 300 dpi or better.
Medium: Files may be emailed or placed on disk. If emailing, must fax
or send ﬁnal version hard copy of ad.

Size Speciﬁcations
Ad Size

Policies
All advertising accepted is
subject to the approval of
publisher regarding content and
appearance.
Quality of reproduction is
contingent upon quality of
material submitted.

Width ................... Depth
(Inches) ................ (Inches)
Full Page (no bleed) ................................ 7.5 ...........................10
½ page........................................................ 7.5 .................... 4.875
¼ page ....................................................... 3.5 ..................... 4.875
1
/8 page .........................................................3.5 ........................2.25
Trim Size: 8.5 x 11 • Maximum Image Area: 7.5 x 10”

full page

half page
horizontal

quarter page
vertical

7.5” x 10

7.5” x 4.875”

3.5” x 4.875”

eighth page
horizontal

3.5” x 2.25”
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half page
vertical

3.5” x 10”

quarter page
horizontal

eighth page
vertical

2.25” x 7.5”

2.25” x 3.5”

Thank you to all the members who came out to
support this year’s fantastic Fall showcase!
A special thank you to the Southern Saratoga County
YMCA for once again hosting the event.

Thanks to our Exhibitors and Sponsors:
Sponsors and VIP Exhibitors:
Platinum Sponsors: Verizon Communications and Verizon Wireless. Gold Sponsor: University at Albany, School of Business
Weekend MBA Program. Silver Sponsor: Capital District Physician’s Health Plan, Media Sponsor: Saratoga Business Journal,
VIP Exhibitors: North Country Janitorial, Inc., Holiday Inn Hotel- Wolf Road, Hudson Valley Community College, Bouchey
& Clarke Benefits, Inc., KeyBank, Classic Interiors by C & M, Sylvan Learning Center, Capital Communications Federal Credit
Union, Kincaid Network Solutions.
Standard Exhibitors
Hyatt Place Saratoga/Malta, Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites, Clifton Park, SERVPRO of Southern Saratoga County,
Charge Card Systems, Zaika, An Indian Restaurant, The Bentley Condominiums/DCG Development, CAPTAIN Youth &
Family Services, Inc., A Peaceful Place Massage & Wellness Center, Pioneer Bank, Karalina’s, The Chamber of Southern
Saratogal, Inc., Southern Adirondack Tobacco Free Coalition, Fidelis Care, Seton Health/St. Mary’s Hospital, Coffee News of
the Capital Region, Hollandale Apartments & Health Club, Best Cleaners, Impress/Expressions of Gratitude, Home Instead
Senior Care, Arizona Pizza Company, M & T Mortgage, Shenendehowa Adult Community Center/Care Links, Tiny Tots Tea
Room and Learning Center, Cioffi Slezak Wildgrube PC, MVP Health Care, MovinADs Marketing & Signs, Small Business
Development Center, Simplifying Lives, for a cause, Inc., CliftonPark.com/Mannix Marketing, Prestige Services, Inc., Roca
Clinic, Cartridge World, Holiday Inn Resort-Lake George, Clifton Park Rental Center, Adirondack Community College,
Saratoga Economic Development Corp., Rusty Nail Grill & Tavern, Souders Promotions, 1st National Bank of Scotia, Ellis
Medicine-Cardiac Services, Ellis Medicine- Bariatric Services, Gideon Putnam Resort, First Niagara Bank, The Chamber of
Southern Saratoga County, Ferguson Family Chiropractic, Pepe Productions, MetLife, Kinney Management Systems, LLC,
Lake Ridge Restaurant, Spotlight Newspapers, Time Warner Cable Business Class, Seaglass Logowear, SCORE-Counselors of
America’s Small Business, Capital Region Language Center, Tech Valley Continuity LLC, MicroKnowledge Inc., Revered
Business Solutions, Wheatfields Bistro & Wine Bar.

Special thanks to Stacie Peugh and the staff at the Southern Saratoga YMCA,
Nancy Bardin and the staff at Clifton Park Rental Center and
all of our chamber member event volunteers!

c l i f tRental
on park

Great Chamber Challenge —
Win A Week Long Photo Scroll
on Chamber Website!

A SPECIAL EVENTS COMPANY

When it comes to special events,
there’s nothing we can’t arrange.

The Chamber’s holiday mixer is scheduled for
Thursday, December 10th, 5:30pm at The Fairways of
Halfmoon. The Chamber challenges YOU to bring as
many business acquaintances whose company is a “not
yet member” to this event as you can! The member who
registers, and brings, the most new prospects will win
a week long photo scroll on the home page of The
Chamber website- www.southernsaratoga.org! This is
a great photo opportunity for you and your “guests” ~
or you can use this opportunity to market your
company on the website for a week! All prospective
members need to be registered in advance and will
only be charged the $10 chamber “member” rate to
attend. Please call the Chamber office with any
questions at 371-7748.

Visit our showroom and let us help you
plan your next event – party or trade show!
871 Main Street, Clifton Park, NY ~ 518.877.7449 ~ cliftonparkrental.com
LOG ON TO

www.southernsaratoga.org
TO REGISTER ONLINE FOR ALL EVENTS
or CALL THE CHAMBER OFFICE at 371-7748
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A
“ n Evening with Angels”
Specials Thanks to
Our Wonderful Chamber Members!
An evening of holiday spirit, laughter, music, great food and drinks was enjoyed by
all the Chamber members and friends who attended the An Evening with Angels event at
Mohawk River Country Club & Chateau on November 19th- all to benefit The Chamber
Angels Program. The program celebrates it’s
20 year anniversary of helping less fortunate
children in Saratoga County during the
holidays this year!
The Chamber extends sincere appreciation
to Rafael Flores and all his great staff at The
Mohawk River Country Club & Chateau as
well as Dr. James Looby, Saxaphonist, for
providing wonderful music for the evening.
Special thanks to photographer John Bollentin of
Creative Photography. The evening would not
have been possible without the support of all the
Members of the Chamber Angels Committee and
the following Chamber members:
Photos
Courtesy of
Creative
Photography

Special Thanks to our
Generous Sponsors
Below…
Halo Sponsor

Silent Auction Sponsor

Gold Sponsors

Wings Sponsor

Silver Sponsors

DROP-OFF DAY
Monday, Dec. 7
Attention Chamber Angels Sponsors:
Drop-Off Day for the Chamber Angels Program is Monday, December 7th
from 9am-3pm at the Clifton Park/ Halfmoon Firehouse on Fire Road.
Please call Denise Romeo at 371-7748 or email her at denise@southernsaratoga.org
if you have any questions.
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Retail/Hospitality Council
in full swing
Council makes debut
at the Fall Business Showcase

2010 Sponsorship
Marketing Opportunities
with The Chamber of
Southern Saratoga County

The Chamber has assembled a team of Retail and
Hospitality Business Leaders to sharpen the awareness and
create maximum exposure for the vibrant Southern Saratoga
County business sectors. To further this effort, the Council
recently conducted a survey of the attendees at the Fall
Business Showcase to gather data on shopping and spending
habits. More than 120 surveys were submitted. A participation drawing was held to award 3 prize winners with a
complimentary weekend stay courtesy of the area’s newest
hotel – the Hyatt Place Saratoga/Malta with dinner for
two at The Jonesville Store.

Sponsorship is the fastest growing form of marketing
in the U.S. When done well, sponsorship marketing offers
significant opportunities for distinct marketing and competitive advantages, as well as showing support of a specific
event or series of events. Sponsorship promotes a company
in association with the sponsee, in this case The Chamber
of Southern Saratoga County.

Moving forward

• 2010 Business Building Mixer Sponsorship - sponsor all
11 2nd Thursday Networking Mixers.
• 2010 Small Business Impact Sponsorship - sponsor
11 monthly seminars aimed at small business owners.
• 2010 Women in Business Sponsorship - sponsor all
events and programs of the Chamber's Women in
Business Committee.
• 2010 Legislative Advocacy Sponsorship - sponsor events
featuring local and state representatives and partner with
the Chamber to advocate for pro-business public policy.
• Chamber Member of the Month - be front and center for
an entire month using a variety of marketing strategies.
• 2010 StartUp Smart Seminar Series - a great way to promote your products and services to brand new business
owners and entrepreneurs.

The desired outcome is to inspire and educate our
community about the benefits of supporting our local
businesses. We are moving forward with a “Did You
Know”? campaign to spread the word on the growth and
variety of products and services now available (and coming
soon) in our area. The results of the survey are also being
analyzed to determine new strategies that will increase
business to the region’s retail sector. “The interest about this
latest Chamber initiative is beyond our expectation” said
Peter Aust, President and CEO. “As our community continues to expand with the addition of businesses and jobs
created by the Luther Forest Technology Park and other
significant development, we will all benefit from the
efforts of this Council”.
Any member who has an interest in helping to bring
awareness about the terrific retail businesses, restaurants
and hotels in our region is invited to join this Council.
Please visit our website – southernsaratoga.org - or call
the Chamber for more information and to learn how
you can get involved.

Sign up and pay for one of these
high impact 2010 sponsorships by
Dec. 11th and get a $100 rebate back!

For more information on any of these sponsorship levels or
other marketing opportunities with the Chamber please
contact Loretta Rankin at loretta@southernsaratoga.org
or by calling 371-7748.

Sponsorship of ChamberTip
$

10 in ’10
M & M’s Available
Beginning January 2010, the cost of 2nd Thursday
Networking Mixers will be $10. for members. However
you can purchase our brand new M & M Discount Card
(Mixers and Marketing) now and get a full year of
mixer registration for only $60. As you know, marketing
begins with you and what a great opportunity to
continue quality networking at a discounted rate in
2010! An M & M may even make a great stocking
stuffer for a friend! To purchase your card, call the
Chamber at 371-7748.

For only $75 per week or $250 for a month (4 weeks,
does not have to be consecutive) your company logo,
hyperlink to your website, 2-3 sentences about your
product or service, and additional contact information
such as phone number and email if desired, will be email
blasted out to over 1,300 members of our Chamber.
There’s only one ChamberTip advertiser per week, so
you’re not competing with anyone else for members’
attention!
ChamberTip is sent out on Tuesday and you can
reserve any date you’d like as far in advance as you’d like
to. It’s an excellent way to reach your fellow chamber
members with your message at a very affordable price.
To reserve your week, contact Loretta at the Chamber
office—loretta@southernsaratoga.org or 371-7748.
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Legislative Issues Update Legislative Issues Update Legislative Issues Update
Legislative
Issues
Update
Legislative
Issues Update Legislative
Issues Update Legislative
Issues Update
Prevailing Wage and IDAs
In a bid to shore up his relations with labor unions,
Governor Paterson is readying legislation that would require
developers to pay prevailing wages on many construction
projects that receive public financing, meaning that construction workers would have to be paid significantly more than
minimum wage.
The legislation would also impose wage requirements
on large businesses that use space created by developments
financed with public money, according to a draft of the bill.
The bill would exempt some projects, though it would cover
a great many developments involving both private business
and civic institutions.
Labor advocates said the bill would ensure that fair
wages are paid on projects financed with public money
through Industrial Development Agencies, which provide
below-market-rate financing for hospitals, private schools,
malls and any number of other development projects. But
the business community said the changes would render the
development agencies useless, effectively killing an important
economic development tool amid a recession. The importance of industrial development agencies has grown as the
state phases out its Empire Zone program, another incentive
for development.
A similar measure has been passed twice in the Assembly
in recent years, but it will face a more uncertain path in the
narrowly divided State Senate, which has had a hard time
passing controversial legislation of any kind.
The Chamber has taken a position on IDA reform
measures and prevailing wages requirements and has
reiterated our concerns for this proposed legislation to
our elected state leaders. We oppose this proposed legislation
and call upon state leaders to continue to allow current
IDAs the authority to provide low cost funding to
not-for-profit economic development projects that will
enhance our communities and provide both construction
jobs and long range employment for many New
Yorkers. A copy of the full resolution can be found at
www.southernsaratoga.org/IDAreform

Health Reform Updates
Chamber Weighs In on HCRA Tax
While the nation debates health-care reform, state
leaders proposed $1 billion in new taxes on medical services.
Although the taxes would be imposed on health-care
providers, they’d be passed along to insurers or local
governments. And it’s ultimately taxpayers, especially
small business who'd be stuck with the bill.
These HCRA (Health Care Reimbursement Act) taxes
would be imposed on top of about $8 billion in new taxes
and fees approved earlier year and are in addition to the
already $4 billion in health insurance taxes New Yorker’s
pay now. Since the new taxes would show up on bills to
insurance companies, they would likely raise premium rates.
The measure would also hit local governments, which pay a
portion of all Medicaid costs. They would then scramble to
make up their losses through taxes.

Your Chamber joined other chamber’s and the Business
Council to send a loud and clear message to legislators that
business is strongly opposed to any new taxes on health
insurance. Through a series of newspaper advertisements,
phone calls and letters, we strongly urged our legislators to
reject these taxes being proposed. As of this publication date,
it appears that our efforts may be successful and that the
proposed taxes have been pulled off the table. Stay tuned.

New Online Resource on
School District Spending
(excerpt from Saratogian article by Mareesa Nicosia)
Taxpayers have a new online resource to find out how
much money school districts in New York state are
spending.
On Monday, the Empire Center for New York State
Policy added to its Web site, www.SeeThroughNY.net,
a searchable database of school district spending during
the 2007-08 school year. The site includes data from
700 school districts statewide, excluding those in
New York City.
Web site browsers can search for benchmark comparisons between different districts, rank them by category and
find myriad other figures related to school spending.
“What we’re trying to achieve is that this information
should be easily accessible to the public,” said Lise
Bang-Jensen, senior policy analyst at the Empire Center
for New York State Policy.
Bang-Jensen said figures on superintendent and teacher
contracts, per pupil spending and transportation costs,
haven’t previously been made easily accessible to
taxpayers. Ordinarily, they’d have to file their own
Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) requests to
obtain that information.
The benchmarking project was developed by the Empire
Center for New York State Policy and The Business
Council’s Public Policy Institute.
For example, benchmark comparisons of Saratoga
Springs City School District, Ballston Spa Central School
District and Schuylerville Central School District reveal that
spending per pupil is similar across the board, even
though the districts vary in size.
According to the site, total spending per pupil was lowest among the three districts in Saratoga Springs, at $15,115.
The amount rose slightly to $15,897 in Ballston Spa and
$16,817 in Schuylerville.
The total amount spent on instruction per pupil, which
includes teachers’ salaries, was $7,155 in Saratoga Springs,
which is well below the state average of school districts of its
size. Ballston Spa schools were also under the state
average, spending $7,304 on instruction per pupil
compared to its state average. In Schuylerville, spending
on instruction per pupil was $8,172, slightly above the state
average.
The new data on Benchmarking New York will allow
residents and businesses to see how their school district is
spending money, and will help them see if they are getting
value as taxpayers.
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Upcoming Events Calendar

December
8

9
10

16

24

Tuesday
Noon-1:30pm Holiday Networking Luncheon
Wheatfield’s Bistro & Wine Bar. General Admission: $45.
Chamber Members: $25.
Sponsored by: Brown & Brown Insurance,
CDPHP, Whiteman Osterman & Hannal

Wednesday
Noon-1:00pm Women in Business Brown Bag “Munch & Jingle”
Chamber Exec. Ed Ctr. All women committee members are
invited to attend. General Admission: $15, Chamber members:
No charge.
Sponsored by: Seton Health/St. Mary’s Hospital

Thursday
3:45 pm Board of Directors Meeting- Chamber office
5:30 pm Holiday Mixer- Fairways of Halfmoon
General Admission: $20, Chamber Members: $10
Sponsored by: Capital Bank & Ellis Hospital

Wednesday
7:30am-9:30am Legal Issues for Small Businesses
General Admission: $20. Chamber Members: $10 includes
continental breakfast.
Sponsored by: Justin J. Spraker,
A Financial Advisory Franchise of Ameriprise Financial

Thursday
Chamber office closed.

25
31

Friday
Merry Christmas — Chamber office closed.

Thursday
Chamber office closed.

January
1
13
14

20
27

Friday
Happy New Year! Chamber office closed.

Wednesday
Noon-1:00pm Women in Business Brown Bag “Social Networking
in 2010”—Chamber Exec. Ed Ctr. General Admission: $15,
Chamber members: No charge.

Thursday
3:45 pm Board of Directors Meeting — Chamber office
5:30 pm Second Thursday Networking Mixer —
TreePaad Fun Center. General Admission: $20,
Chamber members: $10.

Wednesday
7:30am-9:30am—Marketing 101 — Chamber Exec. Ed Ctr.
General Admission: $20. Chamber Members: $10 includes
continental breakfast.

Wednesday
3:30-5:30pm CLICK ON! 1.27 Focus on Healthcare—
Saratoga Springs High School
No cost to attend.

Log on to www.southernsaratoga.org to register for all events
15 Park Avenue, Suite 7
P.O. Box 399
Clifton Park, NY 12065
(518) 371-7748
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