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The Chamber of Southern Saratoga County
2010Annual Awards Dinner
Thursday, April 22, 2009 • 5:30 – 9:00 PM
The Gideon Putnam Hotel
Mark your calendar for the Chamber’s premier event for 2010!
Join us at the beautiful and historic Gideon Putnam hotel and join in the excitement
as we announce the winners of the Endurance, Inspiration, Entrepreneurial Spirit, Southern Star
and Ambassador of the Year awards.
Enjoy a lively cocktail reception (cash bar) with live music, fantastic silent auction
And delicious sit-down dinner
Members & Guests: $75 ~ General Admission: $100 ~ Corporate Table: $750
For sponsorship opportunities and corporate table reservations
Please contact Loretta Rigney at 371-7748 or loretta@southernsaratoga.org
LOYALTY SPONSORS:

COCKTAIL RECEPTION SPONSOR:

SILENT AUCTION SPONSOR:

Annual Achievement Awards
Call for Nominations
Visit www.southernsaratoga.org • To nominate a deserving Chamber member!

✓

DON’T FORGET!
The Bottom Line Newsletter will now be emailed directly to your inbox each
month! If you prefer to still receive a hard copy mailed to your office, no
problem! Simply go to www.southernsaratoga.org and click on “Get the
newsletter by mail” on the top of the homepage and fill out the form or
call The Chamber at 371-7748.

The Chamber of Southern Saratoga County

2010 Business is Blooming
Southern Saratoga County YMCA
Thursday, May 13, 2010
4pm – 7pm
Would you like to reach new customers this Spring
to promote your goods and services?
If the answer is yes, make sure you’re part of the
Chamber’s Spring Business Showcase!
This exciting event is the perfect way to make quality, in-person connections with potential
new customers.
The Southern Saratoga YMCA gymnasium will be transformed a bustling business district
featuring 75+ exhibitors from a variety of industries. We’ve even combined the May 2nd
Thursday mixer with the Showcase to ensure super networking from start to finish!
Open new doors with potential clients and customers including fellow Chamber members,
seniors, families, and health & fitness enthusiasts. Perfect for businesses focused on the spring
and summer seasons!

Increase Your Visibility with a Sponsorship Level:
• larger booth space & prime placement at the Showcase
• Your company name/logo in all pre and post promotional materials
Standard booth rate: $180 for Chamber members
Contact Loretta Rankin at loretta@southernsaratoga.org or 371-7748 today to reserve your
spot or to secure a sponsorship. Register to exhibit for both the Spring Showcase and the Fall
Showcase, scheduled for November 4 and save!

Think Spring
Think Golf!

Are you dreaming of green fairways, blue skies and little
white balls flying far and straight? We hope so because
the Chamber’s Golf committee is hard at work planning
a great 2010 Spring Golf Classic for all our members on
Friday, June 11 at Ballston Spa Country Club!
Mark your calendars now for this date and
register early to secure your spot for golf.

2010

Upcoming
Events
Mark your calendar now
for these Upcoming
networking events.
2010
2nd Thursday
Networking Mixers
March 11
Curtis Lumber
Malta
April 8
Saratoga National Golf Club
May 13
Business is Blooming
Spring Showcase
Southern Saratoga YMCA
June 10
The Lodge at Saratoga Gaming & Raceway
July 8
Multi-Chamber Cruise
September 9
Edison Club

Tournament features:
• A round of golf with cart at semi-private Ballston Spa Country Club
• Delicious Luncheon and Dinner Buffet
• Beverages on the course
• Prizes, Raffles, Give Aways, and Contests including two Chances to Win
$500 in the Putting Contest and much anticipated Ball Drop Contest
• Top three low gross foursomes will go on to represent The Chamber at the
2nd Annual Chamber Cup Tournament on September 9 at Edison Club.

2010 Mixer Sponsor

Not a golfer?
Join us for the 19th Hole Awards Reception after the tournament and enjoy
a delicious dinner buffet, cash bar, raffle drawings, and great networking.

If you are interested in hosting
a 2010 mixer to highlight your
business, call Denise at
The Chamber office at 371-7748.

Would you like your business to receive great visibility at this annual event?
Secure a sponsorship (levels begin at just $150) or donate a raffle prize.
Contact Loretta Rigney at 371-7748 or by email at
loretta@southernsaratoga.org

Design & Layout by
Velocity Print Solutions
370-1158
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October 14
Trick Shot Billiards
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lzheimer’s Association of Northeastern New York presents
the 5th Annual Flower Auction & Networking Luncheon.
Flowers that Empower will be recognizing two exceptional
women in our community, Jo-Ann Costantino, CEO of The
Eddy and Patty Tobin of Patty Tobin Fine Fashion Jewelry.
Join them on Thursday, March 11th from 11am to 2pm at
the Hilton Garden Inn, Troy. Call 518-867-4999 or visit
www.alz.org/northeasternny for more information or to
purchase tickets.
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ruce McClellan, broker/owner of Pinnacle
Realty Saratoga, LLC is proud to announce
the addition of new agent, Glory Gilbert. Glory
is from Mechanicville and will be a welcomed
addition to the Pinnacle Team!

Glory Gilbert

G

ordon Robbie, CPA, Managing Partner of
The Bonadio Group’s Albany office has
earned the Certified Exit Planning Advisor
(CEPA) designation after completing The Exit
Planning Institute’s intensive CEPA program.
Robbie joins an exclusive group of fewer than
110 business advisors worldwide who have
Gordon
received this designation. Robbie works closely
Robbie, CPA
with owners of privately held companies on
exit and continuity planning.

aptist Health is expanding and will soon be offering the
option of Assisted Living Care to their family of services.
This new facility, The Baptist Health Enriched Housing
Program, Inc., would be constructed on the parcel of land
known in Glenville, NY as “The Horstman Farm.” The
Assisted Living Campus will be the first of a five phase master
site plan that will provide a full complement of senior oriented
services. Site work on the project is planned to begin during
the Summer o 2010. For further information contact:
Ruth Tietz, Director of Marketing, Baptist Health System
at 518-370-4700.

B

I

van A. Hernandez, MD, FACS is the new
medical director of Seton Health’s Multipatient Hyperbaric Center at the Massry Center,
147 Hoosick St., Troy. After a long and
distinguished career as a surgeon and wound
care specialist, Dr. Hernandez now adds his
experience to assist other physicians in healing
Ivan A.
their patients with Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy
Hernandez
at Seton’s Hyperbaric Center. For more information on the Seton Health Multipatient Hyperbaric Center,
please call (518) 268-5380.

I

n an effort to help students pursue their goals of a higher
education, Berkshire Bank announces a scholarship opportunity for high school seniors in Berkshire Bank’s communities
located in western Massachusetts, northeastern New York and
southern Vermont. The Berkshire Bank Foundation, Inc. will
be granting $36,000 in total scholarship dollars primarily to
students who have exemplified community service through
their volunteer efforts, have been successful academically
and have a demonstrated financial need. All applications
must be received in the Foundation’s Pittsfield’s office by
March 31st. Additional information can be obtained by
visiting www.berkshirebank.com

utback Steakhouse in Clifton Park is hosting a fundraising
luncheon for baby Adam Wolcz of Clifton Park, who was
diagnosed with the rare disease Biliary Atresia when he was
three months old. The event will take place on Saturday,
March 6th at Noon. The full luncheon includes beverage,
salad, chicken, steak and dessert-cost is (Pre-Paid) $25 for
Adults. Children’s menu also available for $10. Contact
Jennifer Fingar at 518-688-8732 or jaf@execontrol.com
to purchase tickets or for more info.

O

C

lasses for the Town of Clifton Park’s Community
Response team, a federally certified program that provides
emergency preparedness and response training for local volunteers will begin on March 4th and run through April 8th at
Clifton Park’s Public Safety Building. THE CERT program
does not require any prior disaster training, nor will it require
much time or investment on the part of participants. The
training covers disaster preparedness, light search and rescue,
first aid and medical operations, CPR and AED use, fire safety,
disaster psychology and terrorism threats. For more information, call Barbara McHugh at 371-6651 ext. 230 or visit
www.cliftonpark.org.

R

ehearsals have begun for the Shenendehowa High School
Musical Company’s production of “Anything Goes,” to
be performed Mar. 18-20 at 7:30 p.m. in High School East.
Tickets, which are $12 reserved seating, are on sale and may
be obtained by going to www.shenet.org and clicking on the
high school musical link.

ake Ridge Restaurant presents four Wine Dinners in the
month of March: Wed.- March 3, Wines Of California,
Bonterra Vineyards. Friday, March 12 - Wines of Washington, Caderetta Vineyards. Wednesday, March 24 - Wines of
Australia and New Zealand. Wednesday, March 31 - Wines
Of Spain. Chef Scott will be creating exciting dishes to
enhance each of the wines featured. Each dinner includes
four courses of wine and food pairings plus dessert with
coffee. All a great value at $65.00 per person. Reservations
are limited, call today at 518-899-6000.

L

I

n 2009 the inside shop sales at the 327 Stewart’s Shops in
New York and Vermont increased, as did the total gas gallons. For the year, Stewart’s recorded sales of over $1¼ Billion.
As a result, the 1/3 of the company stock owned by the employees appreciated over 8%. The company also contributed
$11,000,000 to the employee stock ownership plan. This is a
100% company paid benefit. Stewart’s would also like to
express appreciation to their partners and customers who contributed over $630,000 to our annual Holiday Match program

3

M embers N ews
IN
THE

allowing over $1,260,000 to be distributed to local children’s
charities, many of which are facing increasing financial
challenges.

(Contʼd)

untington Learning will be presenting a free workshop
“The Seven Most Common Obstacles to Successful
Homework Completion“ on Monday, March 15 from
7 - 8 PM at The Chamber of Southern Saratoga County
Executive Education Center in Clifton Park. This workshop
will offer parents practical advice on how to ensure their
children have the right environment and skills for completing
assignments to the very best of their abilities. Call register
at 518-280-2671.

H

T

o encourage learning and discovery outside of the classroom as families prepare for the critical second half of the
school year, Sylvan Learning, North America’s leading provider
of tutoring to students of all ages, grades and skill levels, is
offering Sylvan’s School Success Challenge for parents, teens
and educators. Families and school personnel can participate
in this trivia-themed sweepstakes at www.SylvanChallenge.com.
The challenge will end on March 31, 2010. By participating
in Sylvan’s School Success Challenge, parents, students and
educators can turn their school stress into school success by
entering to win great prizes, including the Grand Prize of a
$5,000 Carnival® Cruise to the Caribbean.

ollandale Apartments and Liberty Mutual Insurance
have teamed up to offer you a 6 Hour Defensive Driving
Course at Hollandale’s Community Room at a huge savings
of just $22 per person (check or money order only) on
March 9 & 11 from 6 -9 pm. You must attend both sessions.
This course will provide a 10% discount off of your current
auto insurance premium and give you a reduction in points.
A Liberty Mutual agent will be there at both sessions to do
offer insurance quotes for those interested. Register by calling Paula at 518-371-4737.

H

he Arthritis Foundation, Northeastern New York Chapter, is sponsoring a FREE symposium on Osteoarthritis
on Monday, March 8th, 2010. The program will be held at
Sunnyview Rehabilitation Hospital, 1270 Belmont Avenue,
Schenectady. Dr. Martin S. Farber, Rheumatologist will be
the speaker for the evening. Registration will begin at 5:30
p.m. and the program will begin at 6 p.m. There is no charge
for this event but registration is required. Please register
by calling the Arthritis Foundation at 518-456-1203.
Registration deadline is March 5, 2010.

T

Ribbon Cuttings

elocity Print Solutions is excited to announce a new
product offering targeted to marketing professionals.
Cross-Media Marketing is a unique web-based service that
links the power of direct mail with the interactive capabilities of the internet. This service automates the creation,
management, and tracking of Personalized URLs which
converts more direct mail recipients into qualified prospects
and customers. Real-time results are available thru a web
based dashboard. Its application is especially useful in the
vertical markets of Automotive, Non-Profit, Banking,
Education, Real Estate and Travel. Velocity is also a
Certified Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) Chain of
Custody printer. Further information is available at
www.velocityprint.com.

V

herwin Williams in Clifton Park is pleased
to announce that Michele Conti has
recently joined their staff as a Decorative
Products Specialist. With the expansion of the
Clifton Park Sherwin Williams Design Center,
Michele can assist both residential and commercial clients with all their decorating needs
Michele Conti including paint, faux, murals, fabric, wallcovering and floorcovering. Home consultations are available by
appointment. With Michele’s arrival Sherwin Williams will
offer monthly do-it-yourself clinics. Michele is a member of
the Northeastern Decorative Artists and the International
Decorative Artisian’s League. See Michele’s work at this
year’s Vanguard Designer Showhouse at 245 Menlo Park in
Niskayuna April 27th – May 16th. For further information,
contact Michele at Sherwin Williams, 518-371-4027.

S

Cutting the ribbon at the new Pasta Pane Rustic Italian
Bistro, located in the front of Shopper’s World Plaza,
18 Park Avenue, Clifton Park are from left: Clifton Park
Board member Scott Hughes, Chamber Ambassador Beth
Grzyboski, Chamber Ambassador Dan Glaser, Chamber
board member Pauline Bartel, Chamber President Peter
Aust, Clifton Park Town Supervisor Phil Barrett, Pasta Pane
Owner David Zecchini, Executive Chef Roslyn Zecchini,
Chamber Ambassador Ken Herkert, Pasta Pane Director of
Operations Nancy Bambara and Chamber Ambassador
Justin Spraker. For further information and to view their
menu, visit www.dzrestaurants.com or call 518-371-5762
to make a reservation.
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Brown Bag Seminar
Wed. March 17

Gilbane Building Company
Paul W. Loomis, regional
accounting manager
__________

The Saving O’ the Green- it’s Not about Luck,
it’s About Planning!
During this interactive session, women will learn how to
live well for today while planning for the future. Get a
handle on your personal/household budgeting system;
learn various ways taxes can affect your saving strategies
and the importance of saving early for retirement!

When and how did your company begin?
The company was founded in 1873 by William Gilbane and
his brother Thomas as a family-run carpentry and general
contracting shop in Providence, R.I. Originally known as
William Gilbane and Brother, the firm quickly developed a
reputation for quality and for building some of the finest
homes in Providence.

Bring your own bag lunch if you wish, refreshments will
be provided. The event starts at 12 Noon and will be held
in the Chamber Executive Education Center. No cost for
members; $15 general admission

What are the products and/or services your company offers?
Gilbane Building Company is a leading construction management firm, providing a full slate of facilities-related
services for clients in the healthcare, education, government,
convention/cultural, mission-critical, corporate, sports/
recreation, life sciences, transportation and criminal justice
markets. Founded in 1873 and still a privately held, familyrun company, Gilbane's annual revenues now top $3.5
billion. At the heart of our success is our team of more than
2,000 employees across the country. Made up of a diverse
mix of people who thrive on getting the job done right every
time, for every client, our Gilbane family is what truly sets
us apart. Our passion, commitment, experience and integrity
are a central part of every project we deliver.

Presenters are Kristen Church, KeyBank Branch Manager/
Assistant Vice President, Dawn Shannon, Financial
Advisor, NPA Financial, Inc., and Catherine L. Tucker,
Certified Financial Planner, Ameriprise Financial.
Register online at www.southernsaratoga.org or by calling
371-7748

Who is your ideal customer and why?
At Gilbane, we appreciate working with owners who are
looking to have a team member in the overall building
process — from design to final turnover. Gilbane is about
quality and helping owners achieve their vision in the
structure that is built.
What is one thing that other Chamber members might not
know about your company?
Gilbane has been working in New York since 1949. We have
built a number of upstate New York’s high profile public
jobs, such as the 1980 Olympic Winter Games in Lake
Placid.

Proud members of the Women In Business Committee
recently assembled over 100 gift bags to benefit local
women needing Domestic Violence and Rape Crisis
Services of Saratoga County (DVRC)
Very special thanks to our 2010
Women in Business Committee Sponsor

Looking into your crystal ball, what does your company
look like in 2012?
Not much different than it does today.
INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY CHAMBER MEMBER,
JOHN PIEKARSKI, CAPITAL REGION MICROSITES
www.sosara.com
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Ask the Expert
Q:
A:

When is a taxpayer entitled to a tax deduction for the business use of a home?
Generally, a taxpayer cannot deduct, as a business expense, residential expenses, such as mortgage interest, real
estate taxes, insurance, utilities and general repairs related to the business use of a home. However, in limited
circumstances, a taxpayer may be eligible to deduct a limited amount of certain expenses for the business use of
his or her home, provided that the taxpayer uses a portion of the home exclusively on a regular basis: (i) as the
taxpayer’s principal place of business; (ii) as a place of business which is used by patients, clients or customers in
the normal course of the taxpayer’s trade or business; or (iii) in the case of a separate structure that is not
attached to the taxpayer’s home, in connection with the taxpayer’s trade or business. The amount that can be
deducted depends on the percentage of the home that is used for business and may be further limited by the
taxpayer’s business income and total expenses related to the business.
If the taxpayer is an employee, in addition to the strict requirements discussed above, the taxpayer’s business use
of his or her home must be for the convenience of the taxpayer’s employer, not the taxpayer. Accordingly, the
taxpayer cannot deduct expenses for a home office if it is merely considered to be appropriate and helpful in the
course of the taxpayer’s employment. If the taxpayer sells, at a profit, a home that contained or contains a home
office, the otherwise allowable exclusion for gain on the sale of a principal residence will not apply to the
portion of the profit equal to the amount of depreciation the taxpayer claimed with respect to the home office.
Finally, this information is not meant to constitute tax advice. You should consult your tax advisor with respect
to your specific tax situation.

This month’s Ask the Expert is courtesy of:
Frank Mayer, Esq.
Tax Practice Group
Bond, Schoeneck & King, PLLC
518-533-3000
If you have an Ask the Expert Question please submit it to info@southernsaratoga.org.

BS&K’s “Workplace 2010”
HR Conference
 Employment Law Update
 Social Networking
(PSOR\HH%HQH¿WV8SGDWH
 Union Avoidance
 FMLA Issues
 Workplace Investigations
 Religious Discrimination, Accommodation and Retaliation

Saratoga Springs  The Saratoga Hilton  May 27
Albany  The Desmond  June 15
DPSP,QFOXGHV&RQWLQHQWDO%UHDNIDVWDQG/XQFK

Who Should Attend Our Full Day Conference
HR Directors, Vice Presidents and Managers and others involved in Human Resource matters.
3URJUDPZDVVXEPLWWHGWR+5&HUWL¿FDWLRQ,QVWLWXWH

Visit www.bsk.com for more
information or to register online.
518-533-3000

BS&K Clients / SHRM & Chamber Members: $140; General HR Public: $185

BOND, SCHOENECK & KING, PLLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW  NEW YORK FLORIDA KANSAS
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Spotlight
on…
Leadership Circle Member

Troubled economic times can bring a wealth of
opportunities for small businesses in the community,
but education and knowledge are the keys to developing
a solid business and avoiding costly mistakes.
To better prepare local entrepreneurs for their dreams
of starting their own business, the Start-Up Smart Program
at The Chamber of Southern Saratoga County
is designed to help take ideas and
develop them into sound business models.
StartUp Smart features seven seminars taught in Clifton
Park by area market experts including the Small Business
Development Center and SCORE. Participants will also be
paired with a business counselor for one on one business
counseling at no additional charge. Program is limited to
20 individuals!
SEMINAR SCHEDULE:
April 8 Business Planning
April 15 Legal Issues and the
Small Business Panel Discussion
April 22 Marketing 101
April 29 Developing Your Product, Service and Brand
May 6 Cash Flow, Budgets and Profitability
May 13 Financing a Small Business and
Return on Investment
May 20 Wrap-Up Session and Graduation Ceremony

Curtis Lumber is here when you are ready to build,
remodel or expand your dream home. Our expert service
and project focused, friendly employees can help you with
any building project no matter how big or small. We’ll get
you started on your custom kitchen, bath, stairway or new
deck project right the first time. We’ll talk you through the
building process, get you a quote on quality materials with
or without a blueprint, or just show you design ideas to look
at or discuss with your Contractor or Builder. Our beautiful
flooring, lighting, siding, roofing, window and door showrooms are retreats where you can take your time to touch
experience and see our premium products for yourself. So
whether you need top quality lumber, expert advice, building packages and more, we’re here to help you reach your
goals. Curtis Lumber, taking the headache out of home
improvement and serving the Upstate New York and
Burlington, Vermont areas since 1890.

All seminars are from 7:30 AM - 9:00 AM and presented by
professionals with years of experience in their fields.
Location:
The Executive Education Center
at the Chamber Offices, Clifton Park

For more information or to see a listing
of all 22 store locations,
Visit www.curtislumber.com

Investment:
$99 per person for the complete series

Don’t miss the March 11th Networking Mixer
at Curtis Lumber in Ballston Spa!
Enjoy a fun networking event and
a prize wheel with fantastic giveaways.

Register:
Online at www.southernsaratoga.org/startupsmart
or by calling 371-7748

Register online at www.southernsaratoga.org
Or by calling 371-7748

2010 IRS Mileage Rates
The IRS has changed and issued the new 2010 standard
mileage rates for operating an automobile for business,
charitable, medical, or moving purposes.
As of January 1, 2010 the standard mileage was changed to:

• 50 cents per mile for business miles driven
• 16.5 centers per mile driven for medical
or moving purposes
• 14 cents per mile driven in service of
charitable organizations
ChamberTip is courtesy of
The Business Council of NYS
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Chamber Members are
Safer Credit Risk!

Chamber
Member of the Month

New Study Shows chamber of commerce members offer
safer bet when it comes to business credit risk!
The American Chamber of Commerce Executives
(ACCE) today announced the publication of a new study
detailing the credit scores and payment behavior of
chambers of commerce across the United States, comparing
their member businesses with other regional, state and
national business averages According to the study, chamber
of commerce members possess an average credit score of
629, compared to a 557 average score for businesses at large.
Such scores – the payment behavior from which they are
derived – play a significant role in attracting lines of credit
and securing favorable terms from lenders and suppliers.
“Chamber members have long been seen as responsible
and reliable members of their community,” said Peter Aust,
President/CEO of The Chamber of Southern Saratoga
County. “What this study indicates is that the perception
is right. From a credit standpoint, chamber members on
average are better businesses, and as a result they have
significant advantages in obtaining the funds they need.
In this economy and the tight credit environment we are
experiencing, that’s especially important.”
A complete copy of the study is available on the ACCE
website at www.acce.org

The Chamber loves to highlight our members and put
them “front and center”. Take advantage of this new
opportunity to market your products and services to
fellow members and the Southern Saratoga County
community.

Chamber Member of the Month
Standard Package includes:
• Customized display in the Chamber lobby
highlighting your company's products and services
during the month of your choice (based on
availability)
• PDF “insert” in the Bottom Line online newsletter
and printed version during your month
($175 value-you provide PDF and insert)
• One ChamberTip email broadcast sponsorship
during your month ($75 value)
• Recognition of your Member of the Month status
on the Chamber’s homepage
• Facebook Fan page, and Linkedin group including
a hyperlink to your site.
Investment: $500

STEM 2010 Expo

The Chamber is a proud sponsor of The STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) 2010 Expo
which will be held on Friday, March 26th at Ballston Spa
High School. This major event is a sharing of best practices
of the 21st Century for K-12 Teaching and Learning in the
Tech Valley Region.
Scheduled speakers and panelists include Alain
Kaloyeros, Chief Executive Officer of the College of
Nanoscale Science and Engineering of the University at
Albany SUNY, Norm Armour, Vice President and General
Manager of GLOBALFOUNDRIES and Mario Musoliono,
Executive Deputy Commissioner of the New York State
Department of Labor.
For further information, or to register visit www.bscd.org

Chamber Member of the
Month Premier Package includes
in addition to the standard package:
• Electronic Chamber membership mailing list
($250 value)
• Opportunity to visit the Chamber Offices during
the month to network with and/or address selected
Chamber committees or Board of Directors as
arranged with the Chamber staff.
• Two complimentary tickets to the 2nd Thursday
networking mixer held during your month.
• Company logo on the Chamber's homepage with
a hyperlink to your website.
Investment: $1000

Leads Group 3 Openings!
For those members who have had an interest in getting
involved with one of the Chamber Leads Groups- now may
be the perfect time!
The Chamber’s three different Leads Groups provide
a forum in which members from a variety of different
industries can meet to promote business among themselves
as well as exchange other business leads, contacts, referrals,
etc. The Chamber currently has 12 opening in Leads Group
3. This group meets the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each
month @ 11:30 am in The Chamber’s Executive Education
Center.
To find out if your business category for Leads Group 3
is open, please contact Denise Romeo at 371-7748 or
denise@southernsaratoga.org.

For more details or to reserve a month,
please contact Loretta @ 371-7748
or loretta@southernsaratoga.org

LOG ON TO

www.southernsaratoga.org
TO REGISTER ONLINE FOR ALL EVENTS
or CALL THE CHAMBER OFFICE at 371-7748
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Marvin and Company Survey
24th Annual Business
Climate Survey Results

Welcome
Carrie Sullivan
to the Chamber Team

(on page 10)
Nearly 68% of our area’s businesses that responded
to this Annual Business Climate Survey report that their
business increased or remained stable in 2009. Additionally,
optimism abounds in Southern Saratoga County for the
remainder of 2010 for those who responded to the survey,
with 89% reporting they believe their business will increase
or remain stable this year!
The top-ranked concern among businesses for those
reporting is health care costs. This is the 14th year in a row
that year that health care costs have been at the top or
second on the list of major concerns for employers in
Southern Saratoga County. Your Chamber is pro-actively
involved in legislative and regulatory reform advocacy to
help make insurance premiums more affordable in the
coming year.
With all of the technology based activity that has been
occurring in Southern Saratoga County over the past few
years, surprisingly only 36% of respondents say technology
based businesses have impacted their business, with 63%
reporting little of no impact on their business. We believe
that if businesses thought deeper about how the multitude
of technology related companies and initiatives currently
in our area have an indirect impact on their business, this
number would be in the 80 percentile. However, these
survey numbers are sure to change in the coming years.

Carrie L. Sullivan has joined The Chamber
of Southern Saratoga County as Director of
Finance and Administration. She brings extensive experience to this position, having previously held
positions at the Alyeska Pipeline and Wasilla Chamber of
Commerce in Wasilla, Alaska. Ms. Sullivan will be responsible for the Chamber’s overall financial management in
addition to serving as office administrator. In her role,
Ms. Sullivan will also serve as the executive assistant to the
President and help coordinate the efforts of the EducationBusiness Partnership and other special projects.
Carrie’s experience in financial management and
previous Chamber of Commerce involvement will further
enhance her effectiveness at managing the Chamber’s
strategic initiatives. “It is with excitement that we welcome
Carrie to our team of professional Chamber staff. We look
forward to having her contribute her knowledge and talents
to enhance our programs and services,” stated Peter Aust,
President and CEO.

Chamber Member
Collaborations
The1st National Bank of Scotia is partnering with the
Scotia-Glenville Children’s Museum to deliver financial
literacy education to the 2nd grade students of the Capital
Region. The objective of the Moon Jar program is to help
children and families learn three basic principles of money
management: saving, spending and sharing. A traveling
Museum teacher leads a one hour activity-based presentation
which includes the story of the Moon Jar. Each student
makes their own Moon Jar moneybox. Topics such as wants
versus needs, cost of goods, and adding money are covered
in the presentation. Each child makes a Moon Jar to keep.
1st National Bank of Scotia provides a Moon Jar to every
participant, and covers the program fee for targeted school
districts. Since the program start in January 2008, the
Moon Jar has been presented to 172 classrooms, reaching
3,772 second grade students.

The complete survey results for our Chamber’s respondents
is published on page 10.

The Bottom Line

Monthly Advertising Opportunity
Many of our members have taken advantage of
advertising with an insert in the Chamber’s monthly
publication, The Bottomline newsletter and got great
results. Now that our newsletter is emailed out to over
1,700 members the first of every month, you can reach
even more potential customers!
Simply provide the Chamber with a PDF of your flyer
(single or double sided, 81/2” x 11”) and it will be
included in the emailed version. If you wish to provide
250 hard copies, your flyer will be inserted into the 250
additional hard copies of The Bottomline that we also
mail/distribute each month. Your flyer will also be
included in the online newsletter, accessed from the
homepage of www.southernsaratoga.org!
Cost is still only $175.00 for one month. Materials
must be received by the 20th of the month prior to the
issue you want to be in.
Contact Liz at liz@southernsaratoga.org or call
371-7748 to reserve your space!

c l i f tRental
on park

A SPECIAL EVENTS COMPANY

When it comes to special events,
there’s nothing we can’t arrange.
Visit our showroom and let us help you
plan your next event – party or trade show!
871 Main Street, Clifton Park, NY ~ 518.877.7449 ~ cliftonparkrental.com
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24TH ANNUAL BUSINESS CLIMATE SURVEY
The Chamber of Southern Saratoga County
1.

In 2009, our over all business:
26.8 a) Increased
41.1 b) Remained stable
32.1 c) Decreased

7. How would you char acter ize the Capital Region’s
economy?
9.1 a) Prospering
43.6 c) Stagnant
36.4 b) Recovering
10.9 d) Recessionary

2.

We estimate gr oss sales in 2010 will be:
45.5 a) Under $1 million
21.8 b) $1 million to $3 million
5.4 c) $3 million to $5 million
27.3 d) Over $5 million

8. How do you expect the Capital Region’s economy to
per for m in the next sever al year s?
50.9 a) It will prosper
38.2 b) It will experience little or no growth
10.9 c) It will struggle

3.

In 2010, we believe our business will:
51.8 a) Increase
37.5 b) Remain stable
10.7 c) Decrease

9.

4.

We expect our employment level in 2010 to:
21.4 a) Increase
66.1 b) Remain stable
12.5 c) Decrease

10. Has your optimism about the economy changed since
the holiday season?
21.8 a) more optimistic
67.3 b) same as before
10.9 c) less optimistic

5.

Please r ank your major concer ns as you enter 2010:
Number in Order of Importance (1=most important 10=least)
7
a) Finding qualified employees
1
b) Health care costs
8
c) Workers’ compensation
2
d) National economy
3
e) Taxes
4
f) Government regulations
10
g) Transportation
6
h) Energy pricing
5
i) State budget
9
j) Security issues

6.

The incr ease in technology-based businesses in the
Capital Region has impacted my business:
9.1 a) Significantly 41.8 c) Very little impact
27.3 b) Moderately
21.8 d) No impact at all

11. How does the stock mar ket changes impact your
business?
12.7 a) Significantly 40.0 c) Very little impact
30.9 b) Moderately
16.4 d) No impact at all
12. Have you taken any of the following measur es to
pr otect your business fr om the downtur n in the
economy? Number in Order of Importance (1=most
important - 10=least)
4
a) found new ways to manage cash flow
7
b) made purchases in bulk
2
c) reduced staff
5
d) cut back on business travel
5
e) frozen salaries
9
f) asked employees to pay a greater percentage
of health insurance premiums
10
g) acquired equipment under the Economic
Stimulus Act to accelerate depreciation and
increase tax write offs
8
h) begun doing more tasks electronically to
save on paper, printing and postage
1
i) reached out to new markets
2
j) reduced owners income/benefits

Our pr imar y business is:
3.6 a) Manufacturing 10.7 g) Finance/Banking
23.2 b) Service Industry 8.9 h) Real Estate
0.0 c) Wholesale
3.6 i) Tourism
7.1 d) Retail
28.6 j) Professional Services
1.8 e) Technology
12.5 k) Other
0.0 f) Construction/engineering
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Legislative Issues Update Legislative Issues Update Legislative Issues Update
Legislative
Issues
Update
Legislative
Issues Update Legislative
Issues Update Legislative
Issues Update

Chamber supports health
insurance “prior approval”

Letter to the Editor
on Prior Approval

The Governor’s 2010-2011 proposed Budget includes
language to reinstate a former regulatory process commonly
called prior approval for health insurance premiums in the
state of New York. For over a decade, health insurance
companies throughout the state have been able to set
premiums using a “file and use” system that doesn’t require
the NYS Department of Insurance to review them prior to
instituting the premium rate. During the last decade, health
insurance premium rate increases have averaged over 13%
statewide annually through the file and use regulatory
process. Previously, when “prior approval” was required,
health insurance premium rate increases averaged under 9%
annually. This regulatory ‘tool’ allows the NYS Insurance
Department to review actuarial data that justifies the rate
increases proposed by the insurance companies prior to
instituting the rates to the consumers; primarily small
business employers.
Although a complex issue, we believe that the reinstatement of this process will ultimately result in more accurate
premiums being charged by insurance companies for health
insurance. It is conservatively estimated that with reinstatement of prior approval consumers will realize about a 3%
savings in growth of premiums. In addition, a study recently
cited that with every 1% increase in premiums, 30,000
people will drop health insurance coverage. This results in
many going uninsured putting pressure on health care
providers who are required by law to treat medical emergencies regardless of ability to pay. More importantly, this also
results in more individuals accessing public assistance
programs estimated to cost the taxpayers of the state
$70 million. As the state continues in a fiscal crisis, this
savings could be significant to balance the budget.
Your Chamber is strongly advocating the reinstatement
of prior approval. Letters have been sent to the governor
and legislators who will be acting on this proposal in the
budget approval process. We encourage you to become
actively engaged in this advocacy by contacting our
legislative officials urging their support. A copy of the letter
sent to the Governor is available on our website at
www.southernsaratoga.org/priorapprova.l Please take a
moment to review and use as a template to write your letter
in support. A list of the legislators and their addresses are
available on our website or in the Membership Directory.
If you need assistance, please call us and we’ll be happy to
provide additional information to facilitate your support.
Thank you.

The following is a letter being sent to the media supporting
the reinstatement of prior approval:
Replace File and Use with Prior Approval
Would you be upset if your property taxes went up 13.5%
each year for ten years? What if your rent or utilities, phone,
water and sewer bill went up on average 13.5% every year
since 2000? Of course you would be upset and outraged;
and in all likelihood New York’s elected officials would be
calling for an investigation and immediate action to protect
you from these skyrocketing increases.
The trouble is that the health insurance rates paid by
small businesses and consumers in New York have been
increasing on average 13.5% since 2000 according to the
NYS Insurance Department. We believe it is because there
is no prior approval process in place.
In his latest budget proposal, Governor Paterson has
proposed replacing the file and use system with a prior
approval process. If approved, the NYS Superintendent of
Insurance will have the authority for actuarial review of
proposed rates before they are used. Under this legislation,
the Insurance Superintendent will be given a limited amount
of time to review, modify, approve or reject health insurance
rates for small businesses and consumers.
Last year, a similar bill was introduced but no action
was taken. Now the Chairman of the Assembly Insurance
Committee, Assemblyman Joe Morelle, has publicly stated
that he supports passage of a prior approval law provided
that this system does not allow politics to play a role in
setting health insurance rates.
The fact is that the current file and use system has been
entirely unfair to small businesses, their employees and
health insurance consumers throughout New York. They’ve
had no one acting as their advocate and no legal recourse to
fight these rate increases. Instead, many have gone without
health insurance and have waited and hoped to be eligible
for public options. The Governor’s estimates that prior
approval will control future health insurance rate increases
enough to reduce the number of people switching to the
public option plans, saving the New York State taxpayers
$70 million next year alone.
Now is the time to put small businesses and consumers
first. It’s time to make sure that the health insurance rates
they’re paying are fair and justified. It’s time to allow the
Insurance Superintendent to be the consumers advocate and
a champion for small businesses so that they can succeed,
grow and thrive in New York. It’s time to pass a prior
approval law before another double digit health insurance
rate increase is simply filed and used by the health insurance
companies to the detriment of small businesses and
consumers in our state.
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15 Park Avenue, Suite 7
P.O. Box 399
Clifton Park, NY 12065
(518) 371-7748

Upcoming Events Calendar
March

April

3

8

11
17

Wednesday
7:30am-9:30am — Getting People on the Page! Driving Traffic
to Your Website — Chamber Executive Education Center. General
Admission: $20. Chamber Members: $10 includes continental
breakfast courtesy of Via Panera Catering.
Sponsored by: Padgett Business Services

Thursday
3:45 pm Board of Directors Meeting — Chamber office
5:30 pm Second Thursday Networking Mixer —
Curtis Lumber - Ballston Spa. General Admission: $20,
Chamber Members: $10.
Sponsored by: Capital Bank

21

Wednesday
7:30am-9:30am — Motivation in Action—Tips & Tricks
That Work — Chamber Executive Education Center. General
Admission: $20. Chamber Members: $10 includes continental
breakfast courtesy of Via Panera Catering.
Sponsored by: Padgett Business Services
Noon-1:30pm — Women In Business Brown Bag Seminar —

The Saving O’ the Green—It’s Not About Luck, It’s About Planning,

22

Thursday
7:30am-9:30am — StartUp Smart Seminar—Seven sessions
runs through 5/20. Chamber Executive Education Center $99
for all sessions.
3:45 pm Board of Directors Meeting- Chamber office
5:30 pm 2nd Thursday Networking Mixer — Saratoga National
Golf Club. General Admission: $20, Chamber Members: $10.
Sponsored by: Capital Bank

Wednesday
7:30am-9:30am Seminar to be announced—Chamber Executive
Education Center. General Admission: $20. Chamber Members:
$10 includes continental breakfast courtesy of Via Panera Catering.
Sponsored by: Padgett Business Services

Thursday
5:30pm-9:30pm Chamber Annual Awards Dinner. Gideon
Putnam Hotel. General Admission: $100, Chamber Members &
Guests: $75, Corporate Tables: $750.
Sponsored by: CDPHP, Seton Health, KeyBank,
Capital Communications Federal Credit Union

Chamber Executive Education Center. General Admission: $20.
Chamber Members: No Charge
Sponsored by: Seton Health/St. Mary’sHospital

Log on to www.southernsaratoga.org to register for all events

Local Knowledge.
Global Reach.
We are the right
business partner for all
your real estate needs
518.452.2700
www.CBRE-AlbanyProperties.com

(800) 468-5500
(518) 458-2195
capcomfcu.org

What if you could consistently make a positive first impression in your
daily interactions…introducing Dale Klein’s newest product:

100 Tips to Talk Your Way to the Top
 What is it?
A convenient reference tool organized by the following topics:
-Listening
-Networking
-Elevator Pitch
-Remembering Names
-Presentations (Part 1)

-Presentations (Part 2)
-Meetings
-Feedback
-Voicemail
-Interviewing

 What’s my investment?
This powerful booklet is yours to download for only $9.95!
**This is also a perfect way to show appreciation to your staff and
customers or ideal for employee orientation & training needs!
Purchase yours today by visiting www.profitablespeech.com

March 2010

Business Council Urges Legislature
Again to Restrain Spending
The Business Council provided testimony strongly opposing
proposals in Governor Paterson’s Executive Budget that will
increase state taxes on health care, and energy and telecommunications services, key cost issues for the state’s business
community. The Council also opposed new taxes on soft
drinks and cigarettes.
“The Governor’s budget proposal falls short of solving the
state’s structural imbalance between spending and income,
leaving the state with a projected total of $30 billion in deficits over the following three budget years,” said Kenneth
Adams, president and CEO, The Business Council of New York
State, Inc. “As a matter of fiscal reality, further reductions in
state spending are required.”
The testimony also opposed reinstatement of prior approval
for health insurance rates, which fails to deal with the real
issues driving up costs, and marketing restrictions on the
pharmaceutical industry.
The testimony supported the sale of wine in grocery stores,
and also supported mandate relief for local governments and
school districts, as well as a property tax cap.
In addition, the testimony called for a more robust economic
development initiative to encourage job retention and capital
investment by businesses in New York.
The full testimony is available at www.bcnys.org.

Harm In Health Care
In testimony to the joint legislative fiscal committees, The
Business Council expressed opposition to proposals in the
Executive Budget that will increase the cost of employerprovided health insurance and damage competition in the
health insurance market.
The testimony detailed opposition to the HCRA surcharge on
surgical and radiological procedures; the increases in assessments on nursing homes, inpatient services, and home and
personal care providers; reinstating the Insurance Department’s authority to approve health insurance rates
(commonly known as “prior approval”); the early intervention
insurance language; and the pharmaceutical code of conduct.
“New York needs to find ways to reduce the cost health insurance, not to add even more taxes to burden the state’s employers,” said Kenneth Adams, president and CEO, The
Business Council of New York State, Inc.
“Government actions such as the $4.2 billion in health insurance taxes, including $700 million in new and increased taxes
passed as part of last year’s state budget, along with the increasing number of insurance mandates continue to drive up
health insurance premiums,” added Adams.
The Business Council is also concerned that the budget targets the biopharmaceutical industry with new rules that will
impair communication between the industry and health care
providers. The testimony noted that the biopharmaceutical

industry is responsible for a total of 130,464 jobs in New
York. It is one of the state’s major growth targets.
“These proposed rules will discourage investment in New
York by one of our most important industries,” said Adams.
The full testimony is available at www.bcnys.org.

PPI Provides Blueprint for
Innovation Economy
The Public Policy Institute (PPI), the research affiliate of The
Business Council of New York State, Inc. lays out a blueprint
to build an innovation economy in New York in a new report
entitled, “Transcending the Hamster Cage: Unfettering New
York’s Static Innovation Economy.”
“This report provides lawmakers with a road map of practical policy recommendations that will make New York a
world leader in the innovation economy. This would create
good jobs and economic opportunity throughout our state,”
said Kenneth Adams, president and CEO of The Business
Council and president of PPI.
The report states, “The innovation economy revolves around
the creation of ideas and the translation of these ideas into
products, techniques and services that rationalize and ultimately reinvent the human ecosystem. To revive the New
York State economy the state must lead in the creation of
these ideas and turn them into profit-making ventures. This
is the path to the well compensated and fulfilling jobs of the
future.”
The report focuses on seven innovation themes: human
capital; regional innovation clusters; business climate; economic development; tax policy; green energy; and biotechnology and pharmaceuticals.
Steven Taylor, research director of PPI is the principal author of the report, which includes contributions from several
academic and business experts on innovation.
The full report is available at www.ppinys.org.

New York Needs More Jobs
The Business Council has launched its Fix New York action
center to help business and individuals send a message to
legislators in Albany that meaningful steps must be taken to
reduce spending and address chronic budget problems that
plague New York.
The best way to improve New York’s economy is to help the
private sector create jobs. Imposing more taxes, unfunded
mandates and fee increases is the wrong way to deal with
New York’s fragile economy and ongoing budget crisis.
For more information, visit www.fixnys.org.

Material from The Business Council of New York State, Inc.
For more information, contact chambers@bcnys.org.

The Business Council • 152 Washington Avenue • Albany, NY 12210-2289 • 518-465-7511 • www.bcnys.org

CHAMBER WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
February 2010
Please Pull Out and Place in the Chamber Membership Directory and Resource Guide

New Members

The Hill Family
Agency, Inc.
Full Service Insurance Agency
Mr. Richard Hill, Jr.
133 Ballston Avenue
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
Phone: (518) 583-9457
Email: richardhill@allstate.com
Website: www.thehillagency.net
Sponsor: Jenny Crawford
JC Sweet & Company

Pyramid Brokerage
Company
Commercial Real Estate Services
Mr. Peter Struzzi
1201 Troy-Schenectady Road
Suite 130
Latham, NY 12110
Phone: (518) 489-9199
Website:
www.pyramidbrokerage.com

Centurion Private
Investigators, LLC
Private Investigation Firm
Mr. Joseph Messeri
1366 Division Street
Ballston Lake, NY 12019
Phone: (518) 399-8288
Website: www.centurionpi.com

Albany Management
Asset & Property Management
Company-Apartments
Ms. Karen E. Laberge
4 Computer Drive West
Albany, NY 12205
Phone: (518) 458-7113
Email:
lease@albanymanagement.com
Website:
www.albanymanagement.com

The American Heart
Association
Non-Profit Health Organization
Ms. Meredith Cohn
440 New Karner Road
Albany, NY 12205
Phone: (518) 869-4040
Email: meredithcohn@heart.org
Website: www.heart.org

Global Fitness
Full Service Fitness Center
Ms. Erin Bosford
Shops of Malta
19 Kendall Way
Malta, NY 12020
Phone: (518) 899-9199
Website:
www.globalfitnessny.com

It’s Good To Do Business With Members!

