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Former NYS Governor George Pataki addresses
the audience at the GLOBALFOUNDRIES ground
breaking ceremony that was held on July 24th
as other leaders including GLOBALFOUNDRIES
Chairman Hector Ruiz, Senator Charles Schumer,
Senator Roy McDonald and Governor David
Paterson look on. The ceremony officially
marked the construction of the new semiconductor manufacturing facility, being called
Fab 2. With production expected to start taking
place in 2012, Fab 2 will stand as the largest
leading-edge semiconductor foundry in the US.
The approximately 4.2 billion dollar project
will bring thousands of new jobs and billions
of dollars in economic development to New York
State. The Chamber of Southern Saratoga County
is proud to welcome GLOBALFOUNDRIES as
one of our newest members!
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Join Us As The Dialogue Between
Education and Business Continues…
Hudson Valley
Community College

Sponsors to Date:

A Summit Connecting Business and Education
to Grow a Regional Workforce
Register online at
www.southernsaratoga.org
or by calling 518-371-7748
$20 per person

Monday,
October 5, 2009
3:00 - 6:00 pm

For sponsorship information
call (518) 371-7748

The Chamber of Southern Saratoga County

Troubled economic times can bring
a wealth of opportunities for small
businesses in the community, but
education and knowledge are the
keys to developing a solid business
and avoiding costly mistakes. To
better prepare local entrepreneurs for their dreams of starting their own business,
the Start-Up Smart Program at the Chamber of Southern Saratoga County is
designed to help take ideas and develop them into sound business models. StartUp
Smart features seven seminars taught in Clifton Park by area market experts including the Small Business Development Center and SCORE. Participants will also
be paired with a business counselor for one on one business counseling at no
additional charge. Program is limited to 20 individuals!
Seminar Schedule:
Sept 17
Sept 24
Oct 1
Oct 8
Oct 15
Oct 22
Oct 29

-

Business Planning
Legal Issues and the Small Business Panel Discussion
Marketing 101
Evaluating the Competition and Product/Service Development
Cash Flow, Budgets and Profitability
Financing a Small Business and Return on Investment
Wrap-Up Session and Graduation Ceremony

All seminars are from 7:30 AM - 9:00 AM and presented
by professionals with years of experience in their fields.
Location: The Executive Education Center at the Chamber Offices,
Clifton Park
Investment: $79 per person for the complete series

2009

Upcoming
Events

Mark your calendar now
for these Upcoming
networking events.
2009
2nd Thursday
Networking Mixers

September 10
The Paddocks of Saratoga

October 8

Interested individuals can join the StartUp Smart Group on LinkedIn
or call 371-7748, or email: info@southernsaratoga.org for more information

Salty’s Pub
(sponsored by Seton Health)

What people are saying about StartUp Smart!

November 12

“There could be no better investment for anyone contemplating starting
a business of any size. Having graduated from the Spring 2009 session
I can tell you that the classes covered the most essential start-up topics in
a concise manner. (No time wasted!) Experts were brought in to speak on
specific issues, and resources were freely shared for those looking to
expand on the topics. If you’ve ever wondered if you should start your own
business, StartUp Smart is the program to help you find the answer.
If you’ve already started a business, but realize now that you skipped
some essential steps along the way, you’ll also love this course.
Excellent investment of time and money!
Excellent endeavor by The Chamber of Southern Saratoga County!”

Ravenswood Pub

December 10
Fairways of Halfmoon
Events Sponsor:

- DIANE DONATO, STARTUP SMART GRADUATE

Call The Chamber office
at 371-7748 for information
on Sponsorship for these and
other upcoming events.

Chamber 101
Monday, Sept 14
Attention new members (and long time members too)! Chamber 101 is
scheduled for Monday, September 14th @ 4:00pm at The Chamber office. This
informative review of all the benefits and opportunities offered by the Chamber
includes health and long term care insurance, committee involvement, marketing,
sponsorship opportunities and more. The orientation is open to all members and
is free of charge. Refreshments will be served. Please call the Chamber to register
at 371-7748.
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allston Spa Payroll Company, Priority
One Payroll, achieves highest level of
Payroll Certification available from the
American Payroll Association. Brianna
Holmes, Operations Manager for Priority
One Payroll has successfully achieved The
Certified Payroll Professional (CPP) designation. The Certified Payroll Professional (CPP)
Brianna Holmes designation is an exam-based payroll
certification attained by individuals who
possess a high level of professional competency through
both the acquisition of knowledge and direct payroll
experience.

annix Marketing, Inc. has bolstered its marketing team
with a new full-time sales manager for Albany.com,
Rick Marchant. “We are very pleased to have Rick join our
team,” says Sara Mannix, founder and president of Mannix
Marketing, Inc. “Rick really cares about the region and his
clients, and his knowledge and dedicated approach to
marketing will help businesses get found on the web in
Albany and the entire Capital-Saratoga Region.” Visit
Mannix Marketing online at www.mannixmarketing.com.

R

onald C. Berger has been named Chair of Bond,
Shoeneck & King, PLLC Mergers and Acquisition
Practice Group. Berger recently completed eight years of
service as Chair of the Business Law Department. He is
listed in The Best Lawyers in America 2009 and Super
Lawyers. For further information, visit the website
www.bsk.com

C

apital Bank & Trust Company (the “Bank”), a
subsidiary of Fort Orange Financial Corp. (OTCBB:
FOFC), has relocated its Clifton Park branch across Route
146 to 7 Southside Drive. Situated in The Shops in Village
Plaza, the 1,600 square-foot facility features an ATM and
night drop and offers banking hours from 8:30 a.m. to
4 p.m. Mon.-Thurs. and 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday.
Founded in 1995, Capital Bank has additional branches
in Albany, Guilderland, Colonie and Latham, NY.

G

A Bove Fuels has hired a new sales person, Michael
Sullivan to join their team. Sullivan comes to GA Bove
Fuels with 10 years experience of HVAC sales, working for
both corporate and family run businesses. Bove offers
around the clock emergency service, budget and pre-pay
plans, expert installation and repairs. Call 518-664-5111
or visit www.bovefuels.com for more information

C

DPHP® recently received Physician and Hospital
Quality (PHQ) Certification through the National
Committee for Quality Assurance (NCQA). PHQ certification is a voluntary program that evaluates how well health
plans measure and report the quality and cost of physicians
and hospitals within their networks. NCQA awarded
CDPHP Full PHQ Certification for all three of its affiliates—
CDPHP, CDPHP UBI, and CDPHN—with a two-year
certification that will be effective through July 10, 2011.

T

he Century House Restaurant in Latham, NY has
launched “Enjoy One…Share One,” a meal-for-a-meal
donation program in partnership with the Regional Food
Bank of Northeastern New York. When a guest enjoys a
meal at The Century House from June 1, 2009 through
December 31, 2009, The Century House will provide one in
the guest’s honor through the Regional Food Bank. All
Century House guests will be invited to sign the “Book of
Giving,” which memorializes guests’ participation in the
program. Founded in 1949, The Century House is located
on Route 9 in Latham, NY. For further information, visit
the Web site at www.TheCenturyHouse.com

T

he law firm of Deily, Mooney & Glastetter, LLP is
pleased to welcome the following individuals to the
organization: John D. Rodgers, ‘Of Counsel’. Rodgers will
augment the firm’s experienced and growing Commercial
Litigation Department. Joshua Briggs, CCNA, Administrator
of Network and Voice Technology. Briggs will work closely
with the Director of Information Technology to administer
and manage the firm’s information systems. Michael Keane,
PHR: Human Resource Generalist-Payroll Administrator.
Michael Keane, of Colonie, will perform a variety of human
resource and payroll support duties at the firm. For more information, visit www.deilylawfirm.com.

W
Wanda Y.
Burling

S

Antonio
Gregorian, MD

N

eton Health, a regional, comprehensive
healthcare system, announces this recent
appointment: Antonio Gregorian, MD has
joined Clifton Park Family Practice Group,
a member of Seton Health’s Primary Care
network. He has practiced in family health
medicine with Northeast Health in Cohoes
for over 12 years. Seton Health is a comprehensive, not-for-profit, integrated healthcare
system anchored by St. Mary’s Hospital in
Troy. For more information, please visit
www.setonhealth.org.

anda Y. Burling has been promoted to
Assistant Vice President and Retail
Lending Manager at Ballston Spa National
Bank, according to Christopher R. Dowd,
President and CEO. In this capacity, Mrs.
Burling will provide direction and guidance
for the development and management of the
residential real estate lending department.
Ballston Spa National Bank’s web site can be
found at www.bsnb.com.

S

teven M. Egna, Director of Business
Advisory Services with Teal, Becker &
Chiaramonte CPAs, P.C. a regional accounting and business services firm located in
Albany, recently was elected to the board of
the Eastern New York Chapter of the Society
of Financial Service Professionals. Egna is a
Certified Business Appraiser accredited by
Steven M. Egna the Institute of Business Appraisers and a
Certified Merger & Acquisition Advisor accredited by the
Continued on page 5
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Ribbon Cuttings

Cutting the ribbon at the new Roca Clinic, located at
100 Sitterly Road, Ste. 103 in Clifton Park are from left:
Chamber Ambassadors Amy Domurad of Saratoga Gaming
& Raceway, Adam Barrett of New York Long Term Care
Brokers, Ltd, Clifton Park Town Supervisor Phil Barrett,
Roca Clinic Owner Craig Davidson, Roca Clinic Jennifer
Miner, Ideal Protein National Director Tim Callahan,
Chamber Ambassadors Ken Herkert and Eileen Burns of
Usherwood Office Technology and Ambassador Committee
chairperson Stacie Peugh of the Southern Saratoga YMCA.
Roca Clinic is a full service health and nutritional wellness
center, specializing in helping individuals combat excess
body weight and other disorders associated with the effects
of an unbalanced nutritional intake. For further information, call Roca Clinic at 888-628-8311 or visit their website
at www.rocaclinic.com

Cutting the ribbon of the new Parma Italia Pizza Restaurant,
located at 1515 Route 9 in Halfmoon is owner Dzavid Cekic
and his staff, Ashley Steele, Sheri Griffin and Jasmine Canady.
Helping to hold the ribbon on the left is Stacie Peugh, Executive Director of the Southern Saratoga YMCA and Chairperson of the Chamber’s Membership/Ambassador Committee;
Denise Romeo, Vice President Membership Development
at the Chamber and Chamber Ambassador, Dee Pangburn
of Capital Bank. Dzavid Cekic is the former owner of
Nicole’s Italia II and invites you to his new restaurant.
Call 518-952-7201 for further information.

Combined Chamber Mixer
— LOTS OF FUN!
The
staff
and
members of eleven
capital
region
chambers, including yours truly, had
a FANTASTIC time
aboard the Captain
JPII Cruise Ship at
the July 9th Chamber Celebration Mixer! The event was
such a hit that another combined chamber cruise is in the
works for summer 2010!
Can you tell that Capt'n Jack (aka Peter Aust) and
his pirate lasses (Loretta, Denise and Gail) “treasure”
their members?? Costumes provided by The Costumer.

Cutting the ribbon on the new Foot Care of Clifton Park
located at 4 Emma Lane, Ste. 403 are from left: Chamber
Ambassador Dee Pangburn, Owners Dr. Steven Lam, DPM,
Dr. Mindy Lam, DPM, Ambassador Ken Herkert, Chamber
VP of Membership Development Denise Romeo, Foot Care of
Clifton Park staff member Cathy Baker and Ambassadors
Stacie Peugh and Justin Spraker. The podiatric physicians at
Foot Care of Clifton Park bring a superior amount of training
and experience in podiatric medicine and surgery to the
capital district. To find out more or schedule an appt.
Call 518-371-7133 or visit www.footcareofcliftonpark.com.
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Alliance of Mergers & Acquisitions; his focus is on business
valuations and CFO advisory work as well as mergers and
acquisitions. For additional information please call
518-456-6663 or visit their website at www.tbccpa.com.

SEPTEMBER 10TH

V

elocity Print Solutions has earned the position of 4609
on the 2009 Inc. 5000, Inc.’s annual ranking o the
fastest-growing private companies in America. The Inc.
500|5000 is ranked according to percentage revenue growth
from 2005 through 2008. Jim Stiles, CEO of Velocity Print
Solutions, stated that: “Our commitment to customer service
and exploring new innovative technologies in new media has
strengthened our company”. Velocity has entered a team in
the “Making Strides Against Breast Cancer” Walk on Oct.
18th. Visit www.velocityprint.com for more information.

2nd Thursday
Networking Mixer

F

all is quickly approaching and Make it Fit, LLC has their
Fall Boot Camp Challenge camps finalized and up on
their website at www.makeitfittraining.com. Boot Camp
Challenge is for EVERY fitness level and no one will feel
out of place. All of the Certified Personal Trainers are
experts at introducing beginners into the world of exercise
while pushing the advanced exercisers completely out of
their comfort zones! Register online or call owner Melissa
Grattan at 518-366-1901 for more information.

Get back to business and join fellow Chamber members
at the premier residential rental community in the Capital
District, The Paddocks of Saratoga for a great September
networking mixer! Catch up with old friends and meet new
potential customers while enjoying delicious appetizers and
hors d’oeuvres courtesy of The Jonesville Store.
The Paddocks of Saratoga is located just off of Route 50
in Saratoga Springs on Old Gick Road, just minutes from
Northway Exit 15.
Register/pay online at www.southernsaratoga.org
or by calling 371-7748
Cost: $10 General Admission, $5 Chamber members.
2009 Mixer Sponsor

Y

our family and personal stories are too important to
lose. Discover the process that transforms memories
into memoirs in “Writing the Story of Your Life,” a course
that will be held on Mondays, 9/ 21, 28 and 10/ 5, 2009
from 7-9 p.m. at Hudson Valley Community College. The
$55 registration fee includes a coursebook. To register,
telephone 518-629-7339. Instructor Pauline Bartel will
explore techniques for conducting family-history research,
writing the story of your life and preserving your memoir
or family history through publication.

Financing a Small Business
in an Economic Downturn

I

nc. Magazine announced that GTM Payroll Services
exponential growth has been acknowledged with a third
consecutive Inc. 5,000 ranking among the fastest-growing
private companies in the country. A leader in the household
employment and payroll and tax services industry, GTM
Payroll Services' growth has landed them at the 3443 spot
out of thousands of qualifying businesses. For further
information, visit www.GTM.com.

Throughout the economic downturn, several small businesses have had difficulty accessing additional capital needed to
support their small business operations, and believe it or not
the difficulty was not due to changes in commercial banking or
the tightening of credit of policies.
When a bank is evaluating the financial viability of a business for financing purposes, the first place the lender will look
is the business tax returns. On those tax returns when the business shows a net loss (with the exception of depreciation), it reduces the financial viability of the business for lending purposes
and can often be the cause for a bank to deny a loan or credit
line request.
It is important for the small business owner to have open
communication with their accountant on an annual basis, especially concerning the borrowing power of the business and
business owner. Since it is difficult to predict an economic
downturn far enough in advance to minimize tax write-offs,
evaluating the financial position and borrowing power of the
business is critical on an annual basis.

T

he Jonesville Store will be hosting a “Pub & Grub”
Event on Saturday, September 19th featuring craft beers
from Lake George’s own Adirondack Brewery paired with
good food and good music by The Mark Emanatian Duo
and The Rebecca Angel Band. The Jonesville Store is
located at 989 Main Street, Clifton Park. Call 877-0507 or
visit www.TheJonesvilleStore.com for more information.
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Upcoming Events

Brown Bag Workshop-

“Finding New Business
Through 8A and MWBE Certification”
Wednesday, September 16
Noon - 1:30 pm, Chamber Executive Education Center.
Open new pathways to more revenue through becoming certified as a Women Owned Business on a State and Federal level.
Kate Baker, Business Advisor with the Small Business Development Center, University at Albany will be on hand to discuss
the benefits, requirements and process of becoming a certified Women Owned Business.
Refreshments will be provided, bring your own lunch if desired.
No cost for Members! $15 General Admission.

Women in Business Fall Luncheon-

“A Conversation with Mona Golub”
Tuesday, October 20
11:30 am - 1:30 pm, Hyatt Place Saratoga/Malta
As Vice President of Public Relations and Consumer Services for Price Chopper Supermarkets,
Mona Golub handles public and media relations for the chain while overseeing promotions and
special events, community relations, customer communications and the Golub Foundation,
which supports community activities through charitable giving. Ms. Golub will share with
attendees what success means to her and her prominent family.
$35 for Members and $45 General Admission, includes delicious sit-down lunch
Catered by Longfellow’s Hotel, Restaurant and Conference Center
Register online for all events at www.southernsaratoga.org

Baskets of HopeThe Women in Business Committee sincerely thank all the chamber members
who have generously supported this ongoing program that benefits Domestic
Violence Rape Crisis Services (DVRC) and the women and children staying at
the Saratoga County Domestic Violence Shelter. In August, dedicated committee members assembled 62 backpacks filled with school supplies which
were given to the children staying at the Domestic Violence Shelter at the start
of the school year as well as children needing the services of the Mechanicville
Area Community Center.

2009 Women in Business Committee
& Baskets of Hope Sponsor:
Proud members of the WIB committee
stand behind the backpacks filled with
school supplies that they helped collect
and fill!
Photo courtesy of: SoSara.com

Save time and postage!
Register and pre-pay for events and renew
your Chamber membership electronically at
www.southernsaratoga.org.
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Celebrating 20 years
of Angels

Saratoga County
Executive Institute

Again in 2009, The Chamber will help bring happiness
to hundreds of underprivileged children who live in Saratoga
County this holiday season, through the Chamber Angels
Program.
This enduring program of The Chamber of Southern
Saratoga County has benefited thousands of children over
the past 19 years. Last year Chamber Angels provided gifts
and everyday necessities to over 374 local children. Thanks
to so many kind hearted and generous members!

September 16 - December 10
As a senior level executive, do you have an interest in
networking with other leading area business executives
at some of the finest venues in the capital region? The
opportunity is available if you choose to be part of the
2009 Saratoga County Executive Institute, beginning
in September!
This Chamber program of distinction, entering its third
year, provides existing and newly relocated executives a
unique and up-close look at some of the leading businesses
of Saratoga County and Tech Valley. The program also
provides an opportunity to meet key business, civic and
cultural leaders from throughout the Capital Region.
A total of nine informative sessions, running from
September 16 through December 10th, will deliver program
participants with new insight on the places and people that
are at the forefront of progress in our region. Participants
are encouraged to include their spouses or significant others
in the program
Participation in the 2009 Saratoga County
Executive Institute is limited to 20 individuals.
Please contact Chamber Vice-President of Membership
Development Denise Romeo at (518) 371-7748 or
denise@southernsaratoga.org for further information.

Your help is needed
as the holiday season approaches.
If you are interested in being a Chamber Angels volunteer, please contact Denise Romeo at the Chamber. For those
interested in sponsoring a child/family, a sponsorship form
is enclosed in this newsletter.
Another way to support Chamber Angels is to attend
“An Evening With Angels” scheduled for Thursday,
November 19th at the beautiful Mohawk River Country
Club and Chateau. All members and their guests are invited
to attend this elegant and festive cocktail party to benefit
Chamber Angels. Information is located on insert in this
newsletter or contact Denise Romeo at 371-7748 or
denise@southernsaratoga.org
Thank you in advance for your generous support!

Waiting too long for the mailman to deliver
your monthly copy of The Bottom Line?
Don’t forget that by the 1st of every month,
The Bottom Line newsletter is available
in its entirety on the chamber website

www.southernsaratoga.org
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Business Showcase

Round Lake Bypass
Now Open

Sponsored by Verizon
Thursday, November 5, 2009
4:00 PM to 7:00 PM
Southern Saratoga YMCA

The Round Lake Bypass has recently opened, literally
paving the way for the arrival of high-tech projects and
giving motorists a way around the historic village of
Round Lake. The bypass is a direct link between the
Northway and the Luther Forest Technology Campus,
where GLOBALFOUNDRIES is building a new
computer chip plant. “We need infrastructure, and that’s
what this is all about. It will be the driveway to our Fab
2 project,” said Norm Armour, vice-president and local
general manager of GLOBALFOUNDRIES. The $22.4
million route takes people getting off the Northway at
Exit 11 on a 1.6-mile limited-access loop around the
village, creating easier access to places to the east like
Stillwater, Mechanicville, and the technology campus.
The bypass, begun in 2007, has opened ahead of the
original schedule. It’s a day we’ve been looking forward
to,” said village Mayor Dixie Lee Sacks. This is the
realization of a dream for a lot of people,” said former
Malta town supervisor David R. Meager. “That this
bypass would be built is one of the reasons I voted for
the (Luther Forest Tech Campus) project. It had to be
done to reduce traffic in the village.”

Exhibiting at the Chamber’s Fall Showcase
gives your business the opportunity to:
• Highlight your products and services in an open, airy
exhibit hall with lots of room for attendees to mingle
and browse
• Connect with your target population with a variety of
individuals attending from seniors to parents to business
professionals. Tell us who you want to meet and we’ll
work to promote the showcase to that target population!
• Network with your fellow Chamber members and
exhibitors and uncover new business relationships
• Sample delicious food and beverages from local restaurants
• Put your products and services directly into the hands
of attendees with give aways and door prizes - Ask the
Chamber staff for creative ideas!
Exhibit space is limited. Register today!
Event Cancellation Policy: Payment in full for exhibit space
will be expected by Thursday, October 29 and refunds will
not be made if cancellation of an event registration is made
less than one week prior to the date of the event.

Faddegon’s Nursery
Plantscaping Service

Event Sponsors

The Chamber is delighted to have partnered with
member Faddegon’s Nursery for the opportunity to have
their commercial services division display their “work” in
The Chamber office! Faddegon’s, still a family owned
business, is located on Troy-Schenectady Road in Latham
and has been defining nursery excellence in New York’s
capital region since 1920.
Drop by for a visit and see the beautiful plants they have
provided and will maintain for The Chamber to bring great
atmosphere as well as cleaner air to our work space!
Faddegon’s design team will be delighted to come to
your site, discuss your needs and explain how the beauty
and allure of a well-designed plantscape accentuates a high
quality, well managed facility. In addition, plants and
flowers have a well-documented reputation for reducing
stress, as well as purifying the air you breathe!
To consult with the one of the professional Faddegon’s
design team members, call Karen McGowen at
518-785-6763 or visit their website at www.faddegons.com
for more information.

Is Your Company Information
Correct in the
Chamber Database?
It’s important that we have the most up-to-date
contact information about your company, including your
website and email addresses of all employees. Please
check your information by logging onto the Members
Only page of the Chamber website: www.southernsaratoga.org and review the information that is on file
for your business. You will then be able to make any
changes necessary to your contact information. Thanks!
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Disaster Preparedness Seminar
Will You Be Open for Business?
Remember last December, when the ice storm knocked power out? Did you drive around looking for a hot cup of coffee,
only to find shop after shop closed? Finally, you found a place with their lights on – and the lines were out the door.
Which one of those companies would you rather be? The one making money, or the one sending their clients to the
competition? In conjunction with the Department of Homeland Security’s National Preparedness Month, Tech Valley
Continuity will:
• Walk you through the process of identifying not only environmental threats to your business operations,
but also those caused by humans and technology.
• You will learn how to implement a successful planning process to protect against wide-spread disease,
a computer crash, loss of utilities (phone, Internet, electricity), and facility fire.
• You will even walk away with some practical suggestions on how to mitigate the effects of these crises.
The seminar will be conducted by Geoff Turner, President of Tech Valley Continuity, a business continuity consulting firm
that helps businesses turn potential disasters into an annoyance. He has been a Certified Business Continuity Professional
(CBCP) since 1997 and has developed plans for a variety of companies with single and multiple locations. In 2006 a
company he worked for experienced a fire, and was fully operational while working under his D/R plan for 6 weeks.
In May of this year, Geoff participated in a NYS Homeland Security Business Roundtable discussion, facilitated by
Senator Eric Adams. Geoff has also conducted numerous local seminars and spoken at a national continuity conference.
When:
Where:
Cost:
Register:

Wednesday, 9/16, 7:30am light breakfast fare and networking;
9:30 AM Presentation
Chamber Executive Education Center
$20. General Admission and $10. Chamber Members
Online at www.southernsaratoga.org or by calling 371-7748.

Event Cancellation Policy: Payment in full will be expected and refunds will not be made if cancellation of an event
registration is made less than one week prior to the date of the event.
Event Sponsor:

Justin J. Spraker,
A Financial Advisory Franchise of Ameriprise Financial

Chamber members gathered under the
Paddock Tent for a festive “Chamber Day
at the Races” on August 17th. A good time
was had by all and we hear that more than
one member had a very lucky day!
Special thanks to
Chamber Day at the Races Sponsors:
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Legislative Issues Update Legislative Issues Update Legislative Issues Update
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Issues Update Legislative
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Health Care Reform
Representative Scott Murphy recently reached out to the Chamber
to address the issue of health care reform bills introduced in Congress
over the summer. Mr. Murphy met with a small group of our Chamber’s Board of Directors and other business leaders in an informal and
engaging discussion on the proposed legislation to ascertain what
thoughts and opinions small businesses have on the proposals to
determine what position he should have regarding this debate. The
following is an Opinion/Editorial written by Congressman Scott
Murphy after our meeting regarding his views on the health care reform proposals introduced in Congress over the summer:
Congress moved forward in the health care debate by introducing two draft bills, one in the House and one in the Senate. For those
of us from upstate New York, this debate is long overdue. As a small
businessman, I understand that health care reform is not only
critical for healthy families and strong businesses, but it's also a
critical component of long-term economic recovery.
Today, roughly 11.2 million people in New York get health
insurance on the job, where family premiums average $13,971,
about the annual earning of a full-time minimum wage job, according to the Department of Health and Human Services. Small
businesses face similar pressures as employer-provided health
insurance costs have increased by a staggering 120 percent in the
last nine years, as reported by the Kaiser Family Foundation's annual
survey on employer-sponsored health benefits. Our nation has the
most expensive health care system in the world, and yet we are no
healthier for it. The result is not only unhealthy Americans, but also
strained family budgets and struggling businesses.
While we can all agree on the need for health care reform, there
are many ideas on how to best achieve our goal of affordable health
care for all Americans. Before we throw money at a broken system,
we need to make fundamental reforms to reduce the overall cost of
health care. We must focus on cutting waste, creating a system based
on healthy outcomes and driving competition.
First, we need to change the fundamentals of the health care
system. Instead of payments for providers based on the number of
tests and procedures they do, our system should reward healthy
outcomes for patients.
Second, we need to create national administrative standards for
billing forms and codes, as well as procedures for the approval of
treatments. According to a national study conducted by Weill
Cornell Medical College, the cost of interaction between physician
practices and health plans is roughly $31 billion annually, making up
6.9 percent of the total costs for physician and clinical services.
Not only does this waste money, it also wastes time. In the past
two years, we have seen physicians spend the equivalent of three
weeks per year, nurses more than 23 weeks per physician per year,
and clerical staff 44 weeks per physician per year, interacting with
health plans. This bureaucratic nightmare has to stop. The insurance companies might complain, but the introduction of standard
forms, codes and practices will cut waste and encourage providers to
focus on healthier patients instead of red tape.
Third, we need a plan that sets a standard for the level of quality
health care coverage deserved by all Americans. For example, I
support the concept of a market-driven public option designed to
compete with the private insurance market on a level playing field.
The inclusion of such a plan in the free market system will provide
more choice for consumers thus creating more competition and
ultimately driving down costs. Having a public option would allow
customers to more easily compare coverage packages offered by
different insurance plans. Finally, we need to limit waste, fraud and
abuse. Whether you have a personal plan or an employee-sponsored
health insurance or are enrolled in Medicare or Medicaid, health care
fraud is a serious problem that affects taxpayers across the nation.
It translates into higher premiums and higher out-of-pocket

expenses, ultimately reducing benefit coverage. The FBI estimates
that each year financial losses due to health care fraud range from
$60 billion to $226 billion. The reverberations of fraud span every
aspect of the health care system: Fraud increases the cost to the employer to provide health care for employees. It drives up the cost to
the individual. And it increases the cost of government-provided care.
Health care fraud needs to be stopped to reduce health care costs.
The bills introduced in Congress are an important step in this
serious debate. While I applaud my colleagues' initial proposals,
I believe that Congress must do much more to reduce costs in our
health care system for reform to be successful. I will continue to
work with my colleagues from both parties to reduce health care
costs while providing affordable health choices for all Americans.
Your Chamber’s Government Affairs Committee and Board of
Directors are currently reviewing and researching the proposals to
prepare a position statement to share with our elected officials in
Washington. Although we believe that reforms to our health care insurance systems need to occur, we’re concerned with some initial
proposals in the draft legislation may have the disastrous effect of exacerbating cost shifting to the private sector and dismantling the employer-based system.
We would like your input on this critical debate that will have
significant impacts on your employer-based health insurance which
you either provide or receive as a small business. Our Government
Affairs Committee will be addressing this at their next meeting on
September 8th and invite you to attend or share your thoughts in
advance. Please contact the Chamber if you would like to be included in the debate and development of a position on this important legislation.

EFCA Update
Labor leader says ‘card check’ will wait until after healthcare
A top labor official said recently that President Obama and White
House Chief of Staff Rahm Emanuel have indicated that they will
not bring up "card check" legislation until after healthcare reform
is done in Congress.
AFL-CIO Secretary-Treasurer Richard Trumka, the expected
incoming president of the influential union, pledged that organized
labor would work to pass healthcare reform in order to move onto
one of its top priorities, the Employee Free Choice Act (EFCA).
"The President/and Emanuel have both said they don’t intend to
bring Employee Free Choice Act up until Health Insurance Reform
is done," Trumka wrote, "which gives us an additional reason to do
Health Insurance Reform now!"
The remarks all but acknowledge that EFCA, one of labor's most
prized legislative goals, will take a backseat to the Obama administration’'s most pressing priority for the meanwhile.
Obama has endorsed the union organizing bill, though he and other
senior administration officials have spoken about it much less in
public as centrist Democrats in the Senate have been reluctant to
fully back the bill. Trumka also sent a message to allies in the White
House and Congress that they expected eventual movement on
EFCA, and that it could not be put off indefinitely.
“We WILL PASS EMPLOYEE FREE CHOICE ACT legislation,
we will not allow our ‘friends’ to pass on this essential part of an
economic recovery solution!” he said.
NOTE: As you can see, this issue has been only temporarily moved
to the back burner, but will again become a top priority for the
administration and other supporters in the not-too-distant future.
Your Chamber opposes the Employee Free Choice Act and will continue to let our elected leaders know our position. However, it is
also critically important that you, as business leaders, let our elected
officials know your opinion as well. If you would like contact
information or a draft letter of opposition for you to use, please
call the Chamber.
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Denise Romeo and Loretta Rankin achieve
IOM – Chamber Certification
Denise Romeo, IOM, Vice President of Membership Development and Loretta Rankin, IOM, Director of Marketing
and Communications have graduated from Institute for Organization Management (Institute), a four-year nonprofit leadership training program at the University of Georgia in Athens, Georgia and Villanova University in Villanova, Pennsylvania
respectively.
“We congratulate both Denise and Loretta on their graduation from Institute. Their commitment to attend advanced
professional development classes in the area of Chamber and non-profit management over the course of four years shows
their dedication to providing exceptional leadership to our members and in the Chamber industry nationwide,” said
Peter L. Aust, IOM, President & CEO of the Chamber.
Since 1921, Institute has attracted association and chamber professionals from across the country to its five university
sites. During the four-years, most Institute participants attend the one-week sessions at the same site, building valuable
relationships with others in the industry. Through a combination of required courses and electives, Institute participants
are able to enhance their own organizational management skills and add new fuel to their organizations, making them
run more efficiently and effectively.
“Institute provides the most comprehensive professional development available in our profession,” said Perry Webb,
IOM, CCE, president and CEO of the Springdale (AR) Chamber of Commerce and chairman of the Institute Board of
Trustees. “The program allows attendees to share today’s best practices in an ever changing economic environment.
I congratulate both Denise and Loretta on their accomplishments.”
Graduates of Institute receive the IOM recognition, signifying completion of 96 hours of course instruction in nonprofit
management. The U.S. Chamber of Commerce is the world's largest business federation representing more than 3 million
businesses and organizations of every size, sector, and region.
“Institute graduates are recognized across the country as leaders in their communities,” said Raymond P. Towle, IOM,
CAE, the U.S. Chamber’s vice president of Institute. “These individuals have the knowledge, skills, and dedication to achieve
professional and organizational success in the dynamic chamber profession.’

Board of Directors,
Committee Chairs and
Staff Plan for the future

Chamber developing an
innovative, interactive
‘Video Magazine’

Your Chamber’s volunteer leadership continues their
work to develop comprehensive plans for the organizations
future, both short term and long-range. A strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats analysis, or SWOT will be
conducted in September with the outcomes being utilized at
the Board Planning Session to be held in October. This
commitment to strategic planning insures that your organization understands the critical importance of sound business
planning and will continue to provide the valuable benefits,
programs and advantages to members as we enter a dynamic
time of growth in our communities.
If you would like to learn more about the Chamber’s
strategic planning process, please contact Peter Aust,
President & CEO at the Chamber.

Your Chamber is beginning the process of creating an
exciting project this fall that will showcase the southern
Saratoga County region through the innovation of a
web-based ‘Video Magazine’. This ‘video’ will feature
various segments that can be viewed either separately or
in their entirety to create a virtual 360* experience of
all our area has to offer. Some of the initial segments
include a Welcome to our Communities overview,
Health and Wellness, Culture and Recreation and
Technology /Economic Development among others.
The video will be fully accessible through the Internet
and will allow thousands of individuals from our area,
our country and around the world to learn about our
region, our businesses and our quality of life.

Oh…You Better Watch Out…
Santa Claus is coming to town…well, not really, but you
can see Santa and his ‘Rockette’ elves at the Radio City
Music Hall Christmas Spectacular on the Chamber’s special
bus trip on November 13th. Join 50 other Chamber members for a fun day of networking aboard a luxurious bus,
time to roam in NYC, the Christmas Show at Radio City
and some holiday shopping at Woodbury Commons on the
return home! See the enclosed newsletter insert for more
details and information. But hurry, space is limited and
this is sure to be a sell-out!

There will be opportunities for member businesses to
be a part of this exciting initiative and more information
will be available later this month. This project is anticipated to be produced over the next few months, with a
target date for the ‘launch party’ to be held the first
week of January. If you would like more information
on what opportunities are available for your company
to be part of the video, please call the Chamber at
371-7748.
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Upcoming Events Calendar

September

October

7
10

5

14
16

Monday - Labor Day

Chamber office closed for Holiday

Thursday
3:45pm Board of Directors Meeting — Chamber Office
5:30pm Second Thursday Networking Mixer - Paddocks of
Saratoga. General Admission $10. Chamber Members $5.
Sponsored by: Capital Bank
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Thursday
3:45pm Board of Directors Meeting — Chamber Office
5:30pm Second Thursday Networking Mixer - Salty’s Pub
(Event Sponsor- Seton Health/St. Mary’s Hospital).

Monday
4:00pm Chamber 101 (New Member Orientation)-Chamber
Office. No cost to attend.

Wednesday
7:30am-9:30am -Disaster Preparedness Seminar-Executive
Education Center. General Admission: $20. Chamber Members: $10.
includes continental breakfast..

Sponsored by: Justin J. Spraker,
A Financial Advisory Franchise of Ameriprise Financial
12Noon Women in Business Brown Bag – Women Owned
Business Certification-Chamber Exec. Ed. Ctr. General Admission
$15. Chamber Members No Cost.

Sponsored by: Seton Health/St. Mary’s Hospital

17

Monday
3:00pm-6:00pm CLICK “09-Hudson Valley Community College
Chamber Members: $20
Sponsored by: Deily. Mooney &
Glastetter LLP, Seton Health/St. Mary’s Hospital &
Hudson Valley Community College

Thursday
7:30am-9:00am StartupSmart Training Program-Chamber
Executive Ed. Center. $79. for seven sessions through 10/29
5:30pm-7:30pm Chamber Cup Networking ReceptionThe Edison Club. General Admission: $10 Chamber Members $5

General Admission $10. Chamber Members $5.

Sponsored by: Capital Bank

20

Tuesday
11:30am- Women in Business Fall Luncheon-Hyatt Place
Saratoga/Malta. General Admission: $45 Chamber Members: $35
Sponsored by: Seton Health/St. Mary’s Hospital

LOG ON TO

www.southernsaratoga.org
TO REGISTER ONLINE FOR ALL EVENTS
or CALL THE CHAMBER OFFICE at 371-7748

Log on to www.southernsaratoga.org to register for all events
15 Park Avenue, Suite 7
P.O. Box 399
Clifton Park, NY 12065
(518) 371-7748

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
Permit No. 56
CLIFTON PARK, NY

