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After 45 Years, A Regional Powerhouse
Reaches Long-Sought Milestone
As Chamber Membership Tops 1030
In the 45th Anniversary year, the Chamber of Southern Saratoga County is flying high, with a string
of sellout events and a host of new initiatives and programs underway. In a generally challenging time
for chambers statewide, we have enjoyed 11% growth in the past year and are now the 4th largest
chamber of commerce in the capital region, trailing only the Saratoga County, Albany-Colonie
Regional, and Rensselaer County Chambers in size as of June 2012, according to the Business Review.
The variety of activity at the Chamber this year speaks volumes as to the diversity of resources
available in southern Saratoga County. Some highlights include:
• Historic Lock 19 Cleanup, Preservation and Access Project, in conjunction with GE, Momentive
and Turner Construction with assistance from County Waste, Curtis Lumber, the New York State
Canal Corporation and the Town of Clifton Park
• Dedication of the Community Information Center at the chamber office, and announcement of our
strategic partnership with the Exit 9 Rest Area to offer more value to our members
• New York By Rail Day in May, and the first ever full page dedicated to Southern Saratoga County,
to be seen by some 500,000 Amtrak passengers
• Participation in Canal Fest, the Steamboat Meet and the upcoming Tugboat Roundup in Waterford,
plus flood recovery and cleanup efforts
• A renewed emphasis on our region’s important waterways (see page 7 for the full story!)
• Our first-ever involvement in Sundae on the Farm, held at Eldon Tweed dairy farm in West
Charlton – this collaborative effort with the Saratoga County Chamber resulted in the strongest
turnout ever for the event
• A trip to DC in collaboration with 7 other area Chambers, to share ideas and concerns with state
and federal officials
• Sponsorship of the Saratoga County Fair – a 30x30 tent in conjunction with member businesses to
showcase the Chamber and its members to some 75,000 attendees
• Attendance at speeches given by President Obama and GE Chairman/CEO Jeffrey Immelt (courtesy
of the Center for Economic Growth) in support of area manufacturing, high technology, education,
and job creation
• Participation in the Mechanicville Summit Committee – event to be held Oct 4

We invite you to continue the year-long celebration of the Chamber’s 45 years
as your business resource and community advocate.
Visit southernsaratoga.org and register to join us
at one of the many exciting events still to come in 2012 –
it’s indeed an exciting time to live, play and work in southern Saratoga County!

Chamber Welcomes
New Director of
Finance and
Administration
Christine Donohue has joined the team

THE CHAMBER’S

1000th
Member Profile
By Pauline Bartel of Bartel Communications, Inc.
Cindy Walek believes that small details lead up to one
big experience for the clients who come to Envision – A Paul
Mitchell Focus Salon in Clifton Park. Owner Cindy and her
staff greet each client warmly, offer a choice of beverage,
deliver outstanding salon services then present a gift bag to
first-time clients as a parting gift. If it’s raining when clients
leave, no problem. Cindy invites each person to take and
keep an umbrella from the stock she maintains for just such
emergencies.
“People love to come here because we think outside the
box, and that’s what people want,” Cindy says.
Amazing customer service is only the beginning for someone stepping through the doors of Envision, the Chamber’s
1000th member. Cindy and her staff of “Visionaries” –
educated and trained in the Paul Mitchell method – provide
creative, innovative coloring and styling.
“If you can imagine it, we can create it,” Cindy says.
“If we can create it, you can become it.”
Envisioning a career as a stylist prompted Cindy to
enroll at the Orlo School of Hair Design when she was in her
twenties. After graduation, she gained experience and a client
list by working for Clifton Park and Malta salons. She left to
open her own shop in Clifton Park. Within the first year, she
had doubled her client base through word-of-mouth marketing. Cindy operated her salon for six years, and during that
time she began using Paul Mitchell products.
“I just loved the products and the culture. Paul Mitchell
trains us to bring a high level of customer service to the salon
experience,” Cindy says. “I treat clients as if they are coming
into my own home.”
Cindy next envisioned bringing the Paul Mitchell experience to Clifton Park. She achieved that goal in May
2011when she opened Envision – A Paul Mitchell Focus
Salon at 429 Route 146. There Cindy and her staff “follow
the latest trends and create some of our own.”
Cindy is thrilled that her salon is the Chamber’s 1,000th
member. “Everyone at the Chamber has been amazing and
supportive,” Cindy says. In appreciation for the exposure
and benefits of Chamber membership, Cindy is offering a
20% discount for any service for a first-time visit with any
team member.
As Cindy envisions the future, she sees her salon as a
place for new styling professionals to work in a positive,
mentoring environment. That includes her daughter, Alisa,
who completed her Paul Mitchell training and joined Cindy
at Envision upon graduation. Cindy also plans to become
involved in community service, especially fundraising with
Paul Mitchell.
“I have worked in Saratoga County and Clifton Park for
23 years,” Cindy says. “This is my true passion.”

at the Chamber of Southern Saratoga
County as Director of Finance and
Administration.
Donohue has over 15 years of experience in accounting and financial management in a cross section
of industries. She has an MBA in Accounting and a track record
of success working with sole proprietors, corporations and not
for profits. For the past four and a half years she owned Financial Sense, an Accounting/Bookkeeping company that provided
business owners with her expertise in QuickBooks® and Accounting. She grew up in a family business and is passionate
about community and supporting the local economy. She is familiar with the Chamber of Southern Saratoga County after
being a member for the past three and half years. She enjoys
learning, forming relationships, and sharing her knowledge and
experience. She currently resides in Clifton Park with her husband, Bill Dahlin, and her sons Jack, Brian, and Danny Dahlin.
“Christine brings a high degree of technical skill to this position,” says Pete Bardunias, Chamber President/CEO. “Not only
is she a highly qualified financial expert but she also has been
involved with this Chamber as a member and that makes her
very versatile. She is a terrific addition to our growing staff.”
Please stop by the Chamber office and say hi to Christine
when you are in the area!

Chamber
Board
Member
Attends
DC
Legislation
Signing
Board member
Paul Browning,
President/CEO—
GE Energy, Power
& Water had the
opportunity to be in Washington DC recently to watch President
Obama sign the US ExIm Reauthorization bill. Paul stated “We
had a GE employee from our factory in Greenville, SC on stage
with the President. Over 90 percent of the turbines and generators that we manufacture in Schenectady are exported outside
of the US, and US ExIm financing is supporting a significant
percentage of those exports. The ExIm Bank has a net positive
cash flow to the Treasury and is very important to drive competitiveness for US companies in emerging market economies
around the world. Of course, many local companies that provide
goods and services to GE also benefit from the ExIm bank’s
financing. Congressman Tonko has consistently been a supporter
of US manufacturing and technology leadership.”

Paul Browning and his family chat with Congressman
Tonko at the recent March of Dimes walk in
Schenectady. Paul’s efforts brought over 400 GE
olunteers to the event, a record attendance!
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Learn from the Experts!
Chamber members have expertise advise to provide on many subjects!
If you would like to include an aricle in an upcoming newsletter issue,
please contct Liz Roggenbuck at liz@southernsaratoga.org or 371-7748.

Choosing the Right Life Insurance Policy:
Universal Life Addresses a Variety of Needs
By Robert Benedict, Mutual of Omaha
Many financial advisors would agree
that the foundation of a good financial
plan is life insurance. The need to prepare
financially in the event of an unexpected
death is universal.
However, the financial needs of a
family with young children and a large
amount of debt are vastly different from
those of a couple of empty-nesters looking
forward to retirement.
Universal life insurance is a type of
life insurance that addresses a wide variety
of financial needs in addition to providing
the protection of a death benefit. Generally speaking, universal life insurance
provides policyholders with a death
benefit, flexibility with how and when
they pay their premiums and a way to
accumulate cash.
Some universal life insurance policies
emphasize guarantees in order to provide
policyholders with additional security.
Examples of such guarantees include:

• A guaranteed death benefit. This
will ensure that your family is secure in the event of a death.
• Guaranteed premiums. This feature
is ideal if you’re worried about
whether you will be able to afford
premiums that increase as you age.
• The ability to choose your coverage
period. Some universal life products
offer a feature that allows you to
shorten the length of time for which
the coverage is guaranteed and
lower the premiums accordingly.
This can make your premiums
more affordable. For example,
if, given your family history, you
think it is not likely that you will
live to age 100, you can choose
to pay premiums based on coverage
to age 90.
With other universal life insurance
policies, their ability to build cash value
make them appealing. The beauty of

many universal life insurance policies is
that they offer a death benefit plus they
accumulate cash value that grows tax-free.
If you are concerned about having enough
money to maintain your lifestyle, you can
use the cash value to generate an income
stream during retirement.
Some universal life insurance policies
also offer a wash-loan feature, which
allows you to take interest-free loans
from the cash value without incurring
a tax hit. The loans can be used to fund
expenses such as college tuition or a
mortgage payoff.
Did You Know?
Universal life insurance policies can be
purchased to cover an individual or
multiple policyholders through a rider
or a type of policy called “second-todie” or “survivorship life.” Such
policies can be used to preserve assets
and cover estate taxes.

Identifying Funding Options with the SBDC
By John Skrobela, Business Advisor
While the Small Business Development Center meets with a wide range of
businesses, from start-up entrepreneurs
and one-man shops to decades-old establishments with 25 or more employees,
a common question resounds across all
conversations: “where is the money for
small businesses?” Given the overload
of information on this subject and the
varying degrees of accuracy regarding
“availability of funds,” small business
owners often do not know where to turn
in order to better understand the credit
climate as it relates to their needs. It is the
role of the SBDC business advisor to fully
inform and prepare these businesses for
the fickle nature of commercial lending.

Clients of the Albany SBDC are
informed of different lending criteria,
and any available options are explained
according to their plan’s feasibility, personal credit history, historical financial
performance, and other critical factors.
Business advisors work closely with
entrepreneurs in cooperatively developing
a workable business plan and financial
projections, both of which are geared
toward establishing repayment prospects
and supporting future cash flows. The
SBDC will also be in contact with commercial lenders during the application
process, ensuring that all parties are on
the same page and that all required info
(tax returns, personal financial statements,
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etc.) has been vetted for potential pitfalls
or red-flags in accessing capital.
The SBDC at Albany provides FREE
counseling to all New York small business
owners and entrepreneurs. While they
cannot promise funding for all small
businesses, the knowledgeable staff
can make sure that each client is better
equipped to proceed with his or her
financing search.
If you are interested in setting up
a meeting with SBDC Business Advisor
John Skrobela, call (518) 485-7647.

Learn from the Experts! (Continued from page 10)
What is Dementia and Alzheimer’s Disease?
By Keith Edwards, MD
Empire Neurology, Memory Center of Northeastern NY
Dementia is a
slowing progressive
neurological disorder
causing global impairment of memory,
spatial awareness, language abilities,
judgment and personality changes.
There are many causes of dementia but
Alzheimer’s disease (AD) is the most
common and a specific type.
Alzheimer’s affects the temporal and
parietal lobes of the brain; thus, memory,
language, and visual-spatial abilities are
first affected. Since AD is a progressive
disease causing loss of brain cells, early
prevention and treatment is important.
Using spinal fluid analysis and PET
amyloid imaging, ‘Prodromal AD’ can
now be identified in centers involved
with AD research. Several promising
treatments may modify the course of

Celebrating

AD so early diagnosis may lead to early
‘disease modifying’ treatment. It is
estimated that by 2040 there will be
80 million cases of AD worldwide.
Excellence in Diagnosis and
Treatment of Alzheimer’s Disease
Empire Neurology, Memory Center
of Northeastern NY, located in Latham,
NY, uses a team approach to giving
patients the best individualized evaluation
and treatment plan. Research trials for
new AD medications are available at
www.empireneuro.org.
Dr. Edwards is an Assistant Clinical
Professor of Neurology at Harvard
Medical School, a Consulting Neurologist
at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center
in Boston and on the Affiliated Medical
Staff at Ellis Hospital in Schenectady.
Dr. Edwards has been involved with

Alzheimer's evaluation, treatment, and
research for over 30 years contributing
publications, CME presentations, and
national/international presentations on
AD. He is an active member of several
national/international medical societies,
including Fellow of the American
Academy of Neurology and member
of the International Society to Advance
Alzheimer's Research and Treatment
(ISAART) and the International
Neuropsychiatric Society.
Dr. William Goodman, PsyD, is a
licensed clinical psychologist specializing
in neuropsychology. He counsels patients
and families affected by AD including
those with depression, cognitive limitations and psychosocial stress.
Contact Dr. Edwards and Empire
Neurology, Memory Center of
Northeastern NY at (518) 785-1000.

An All American Day
The Burnt Hills 11th Annual Flag Day Parade,
held on June 7th, was a huge success! Led by Jim
Schultz as Grand Marshal there were 105 parade
participants including Pro-Wrestlers, Marching
Bands, Floats, Vintage Cars and more; making it the
largest parade to date. Jim just retired from his
School Superintendent Position for the BH-BL
school district and actually went out with a parade!
The parade brings the community together each
year to celebrate Flag Day; this year there were over
2,000 spectators enjoying the family fun, munching
on hot dogs, cotton candy and supporting the
parade participants with applause and cheers.
As our Military participants passed people were
saluting and thanking them for their service.

The support from the local business owners is
how
this all happens. Charlie Morris and the
Photo Credit: Paul Hill
Town of Ballston paid for the fireworks.
Mohawk Honda funded the Pro Wrestlers. The Burnt Hills Ballston Lake Professional Association not only
contributed financially but organizes the parade each year which is a huge task; handling everything from
scheduling to security. Other major sponsors included Gil’s Garage, Ballston Spa National Bank,
The Teacher’s Association. Media Sponsors included Your Hometowne and The Spotlight.
Cheryll Hill
There were nearly 80 more Small Business Owners that contributed financially to make it
Owner/ Publisher
happen. This is what makes America great and we are proud to keep the tradition alive
Your Hometowne
here in Burnt Hills!
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Ribbon Cuttings Ribbon Cuttings Ribbon Cuttings

Beacon Pointe Memory Care Community at 1 Emma Lane in Clifton Park is a
truly different senior living community for the memory impaired. With beautiful
surroundings and a daily calendar full of stimulating activities, residents will enjoy
a lifestyle full of possibilities. Please call Beacon Pointe at (518) 371-2200 to
schedule a tour or to answer any questions you may have. Cutting the ribbon
at Beacon Point Memory Care( from right): Chamber President Pete Bardunias,
Beacon Pointe staff members Stephanie Walsh, Donna Smith-Cardis, Kim
Hentnik, Lori Eldredge, Lauren Jacobi, Pam Schorr, Kristin Lodge, Audrey
Etkin, Roger Berkley and Chamber Emissary Sabrina Heilmann.

Northeast Spine & Wellness celebrated the grand opening of their new location
at 1741 Route 9 in Clifton Park in May with a ribbon cutting and open house.
Pictured: Star 101.3’s Walt Adams (center) gives owner Dr. Joe Gulyas (left of
Walt) and the team at Northeast Spine and Wellness his best wishes at the event.
Visit drgulyas.com for more information.

Cutting the ribbon at the new location of Brown & Brown of New York, Inc., at
39 Old Rte. 146, Ste. 102 in Clifton Park (from left): Chamber Diplomat Brian
Meers, Brown & Brown staff Colleen Raczkowski, Betsy Keays, Amy Clodgo,
Bonnie McFarlane, Linda Schults, Linda Taylor and Chamber Diplomat Jenny
Crawford. As one of the largest and most respected independent insurance
intermediaries in the nation, Brown & Brown provides a variety of insurance and
reinsurance products and services to general business, corporate, governmental and
quasi-governmental, institutional, professional, trade association and individual
clients. For more information, call the Clifton Park office at (518) 371-2111 or
visit www.insurance.com
Located at 384 Broadway in Saratoga Springs, the new Boca Bistro seats 90 guests
and offers an intimate street-level sidewalk patio along with private and semi-private
event space. Open 7 days a week, Boca Bistro’s centerpiece is a 20-seat bar serving
Spanish-inspired tapas. Owner of DZ Restaurants David Zecchini recently presented a
check for $2564 to the Saratoga Hospital Foundation from proceeds raised from the
grand opening. Cutting the ribbon (from left): Chamber Membership Director Nigar
Hale, Michele Brown, DZ Restaurants, Chamber President Pete Bardunias, David and
Rosalind Zucchini, DZ Restaurants owners, Nancy Bambera, DZ Restaurants, Chamber Member Services Manager Liz Roggenbuck, Chamber Diplomat Kate Van Buren,
Diplomat Staci Marra, Susanne Simpson, DZ Restaurants, Chamber Emissary Robin
Morgan and Erin Gray, DZ Restaurants.

Cutting the Ribbon at Bubkat Bounce on Route 146A in Clifton Park next to
Players Park (L-R): Chamber Emissaries Howard Litwak and Patti Montgomery,
Craig, Autumn and Amanda Allen of Bubkat Bounce, Chamber President Pete
Bardunias, Ruth Hays of Bubkat Bounce, Tyara Burnett, manager, Players Park,
Tess Allen, Kaleigh Hays and Chamber Emissary Jenny Crawford. (Absent:
Bubkat Bounce co-owner Greg Hays). For more information on Bubkat Bounce
including parties, rentals and more visit bubkatbounce.com

The recent grand opening of the new Hannaford Supermarket & Pharmacy
located just off Northway Exit 11 at 43 Round Lake Round Road in Malta,
delighted local residents who flocked in for great giveaways and grand opening
specials. The store has a large selection of natural and organic products, many
supplied by local farms. For details on all of the new store’s services and amenities,
visit hannaford.com.
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CHAMBER’S 45TH

Annual Awards Dinner
A record setting 370 regional business leaders gathered at the Chamber of Southern Saratoga
County’s 45th Anniversary Awards Dinner at the Holiday Inn, Saratoga Springs on March 27th.
It was an exciting evening, as in addition to naming the annual award recipients, Chamber
President & CEO Pete Bardunias also announced that the Chamber had reached and surpassed
the 2012 goal of 1,000 chamber members!

Endurance Award ~ Momentive Performance Materials
Inspiration Award ~ Ballston Spa Veterinary Clinic
Entrepreneurial Spirit Award ~ Pasta Pane Rustic Italian Bistro
Education & Business Partnership Award ~ Ballston Spa National Bank
Southern Star Award ~ Christine King, Site Solutions Worldwide
Distinguished Ambassador ~ Dee Pangburn, Capital Bank
Sincere thanks to all the
sponsors and volunteers who
helped to make this dinner
a night to remember!
SAPPHIRE SPONSOR

Josh Spain of Momentive accepts the
Endurance Award—from President Pete
Bardunias and Chamber Board Chair
Doug Ford (right).

Christopher Dowd of Ballston Spa
National Bank receives the Education &
Business Partnership Award from Education & Business Partnership Chair Fern
Hurley and President Pete Bardunias.

Photo Credit:
Mainframe Photography

Nancy Bambera of Pasta Pane Rustic
Italian Bistro accepts the Entrepreneurial
Spirit Award from Chamber Diplomat
Daniel Glaser and President Pete
Bardunias.
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Eric Andersen of Ballston Spa Veterinary
Clinic accepts the Inspiration Award
from Chamber board member Pauline
Bartel and President Pete Bardunias.

Christine King of Site Solutions
Worldwide accepts the Southern
Star Award from Chamber Vice
President Loretta Rigney (right).

The following is a list of marinas and
marine services which are members of the
Chamber of Southern Saratoga County.
WE ARE NOW ONE OF THE STRONGEST ADVOCATES
FOR THE MARINE INDUSTRY IN THE ENTIRE STATE.
Alpin Haus (Clifton Park Center Mall)
Andy Heck
22 Clifton Country Rd Ste 1B
Clifton Park, NY 12065
(518) 371-2211

www.alpinhaus.com
Ski & Snowboard equipment & apparel
and swimming pools & spas. Other
locations are dealers for Bayliner, Tahoe,
Tracker, Nitro, SeaDoo, Yamaha, RVs and
snowmobiles.
Andersen Boat
(showroom and repair facility)
Jon Andersen
833 Route 50
Burnt Hills, NY 12027
(518) 399-5003

www.andersenboat.com
Long distance boat transport, Phoenix
Bass Boats, Mercury outboards, sales,
parts, service and storage.
Boating on the Hudson
and Beyond Magazine
John Vargo
PO Box 627
Verplanck, NY 10596
(845) 401-2699

www.boatingonthehudson.com
Your Where & When, Why and How
Hudson River information source. Offers
information, articles, postings, tide information and more on Hudson River boating. The
Chamber and its members are often featured
in the magazine and web site. A strong
supporter of the various Marine Trades
Associations serving our state.
Donovan’s Shady Harbor Marina
(tidal Hudson River south of Albany)
Brian Donovan
70 Shady Harbor Dr
New Baltimore, NY 12124
(518) 756-8001

www.shadyharbormarina.com
Full service marina, 35 ton Travelift, Mast
stepping crane, Deep water docks, Transients welcome, Launch ramp, kayak
launch, Action Canvas Shop, Marine Technicians, dealer for Crownline, Cruisers
Yachts, AB Inflatable, Azure Sport Boats,
MerCruiser, Volvo Penta, used boat inventory, cable, WiFi, pumpout, gas/diesel,
ships store, groceries, beer, dairy, baked
goods, apparel, jewelry, merchandise,
Yanni's Cucina Restaurant and bar, live
music, BBQ picnic area, bathhouse, laundry, inground pool, fire pit, palm trees,
monthly events, full moon events, 2nd
Annual Jamaican Jerk Off cooking competition 7/28/12, monitors Ch. 16. Active
Captain First Choice Marina, Great Loop
Assn sponsor.

Eastern New York
Marine Trades Association
Roger Phinney
PO Box 4606
Queensbury, NY 12804
(518) 791-0070

www.enymta.com
ENYMTA comprises 51 Marinas, Boat
Dealers, Service Providers, Yacht Clubs,
Boat Brokers, and Marine related support
businesses - all dedicated to excellence in
professional and reliable service to the
boating communities of the Capital,
Saratoga and Adirondack Regions of
Eastern New York State. ENYMTA members understand the value of your recreational time and aim to provide you and
your family with the highest quality boating experience available. This association
of marine businesses serves both the public and marine business interests by acting
as a legislative watchdog to protect &
preserve every aspect of recreational boating both in our region and at a statewide
level.
Hyde’s RV and Boats
(showroom and repair facility)
David or Chris Hyde
64 Blue Barns Rd
Rexford, NY 12148
(518) 399-2880

www.hydesrvandboats.com
Full service Yamaha Outboard dealer, also
Hurricane Deckboats, Qwest and Gill Getter
compact pontoons, Parti Kraft full size
pontoons. Draw-Tite trailer hitches, fifth
wheels, goosenecks and brake systems,
fully stocked parts store.
Klamsteam Tavern and Marina
(Mohawk River)
Bill Beaudoin/Fred Fredericks
32 Clamsteam Rd
Halfmoon, NY 12065
(518) 357-3818

www.klamsteam.com
Dock your boat, pull up a bar stool and join
the Redneck Yacht Club! Happy hour every
weekday 4-7PM, other specials as advertised on web site. Kitchen open daily
11:30AM-7PM. Bar open late 7 days per
week. Menu available online. Banquet hall
for up to 100 people. Slip rentals.

Lock 1 Marina (Hudson River)
Captain Michael Trimarchi,
Susan Trimarchi
Managing Partners
461 Hudson River Rd
Halfmoon, NY 12065
(518) 238-1321

www.lock1marina.com
“Harbor of Hospitality” 41 slip marina on
scenic river, protected basin, transients
welcome. Launch ramp, restaurants
nearby, shuttle available, complimentary
WiFi, pumpout. Rental cars available.
Mohawk Valley Marine
(on Mohawk River/Erie Canal,
Schenectady County)
Bob or PJ Esperti
47 Mohawk Ave
Alplaus, NY 12008
(518) 399-2719

www.mohawkvalleymarine.com
Dealer for Grumman Boats, Mercury
outboards. Mercury Marine Premier Service and Warranty Center. 70 boat slips,
public boat launch, Bait Shop.
Schenectady Yacht Club
(Mohawk River)
Dockmaster
1646 NY Route 146
Rexford, NY 12148

Captain’s Courses
Available in
Upstate New York

High quality USCGapproved Captain’s and
Masters license courses
are offered by NAV-ED
Services Group, at locations convenient to Capital Region marine
professionals. Captains Peter and Kevin
Byron, both USCG licensed Masters, offer
local instruction and USCG examinations,
assistance with applications and information on NY State licensing of public vessel
operators. Flexible day and evening schedules allow time for study as well as family
time on weekends. Competitive rates are
offered, as well as “Return the FAVOR”
Veterans’ Discount Program pricing for
Captain’s courses in both Albany and
Saratoga counties. NAV-ED also partners
with the Great Sacandaga Lake Association
in offering free NYS Safe Boating Courses,
helping educate pleasure boaters and
making our waterways safer. For more
information on programs or license
eligibility, visit www.nav-ed.com or call
(518) 312-9041.

Headed to Sacandaga?

(518) 384-9971

www.sycontheerie.com
Summer/winter
storage,
transients
welcome. Travelift. Close to stores and
major business districts. Gas/diesel/
ice/pumpout. Free WiFi, pool, Loopers welcome!

TNT Boat Tops
(custom boat canvas & upholstery)
Anthony Zielinski
2109 Doubleday Ave (Route 50)
Ballston Spa, NY 12020
(518) 885-8677

www.tntboattops.com
Custom covers, upholstery, interiors, for
boat, RV, lawn equipment, etc. Oldest
canvas shop in the area, family owned and
operated for 48 years.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO

Think and Buy Local
IN CHOOSING WHERE TO BUY AND SERVICE YOUR BOAT OR RV!
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Marine Gas Available on Route 67
Near the border of the towns of Ballston and
Charlton, the Route 67 Country Store and
Café, 1958 Amsterdam Road (NYS Route
67), Ballston Spa, NY 12020, offers marine
grade fuel at excellent prices to go with your
deli sandwich. Plus, there are 180 different
types of world class beers on the premises!
Locally made chocolates, an espresso bar
and picnic area are all part of the charm of
this little gem nestled among the pastures
and rolling hills of southern Saratoga
County. Numerous events are held here
throughout the year, such as beer tastings,
equine events, health & wellness, and car
shows. Get better gas mileage from
your rig by waiting to fuel up the boat here,
just 25 minutes from Great Sacandaga
Lake. Call (518) 882-7347 or visit
www.rt67cafe.com for more information.

45th Anniversary
Spring Classic Golf Tournament

Board Chair Elect Paul Milton of
Ellis Medicine, Board Chair Doug Ford
of Curtis Lumber and member Larry
DeAngelus of Higgins, Roberts, Beyerl
and Coan, PC are all smiles on the picture
perfect tournament day!

Chamber golfers were delighted to return
to the beautiful and historic Edison Club
on June 11th for the Spring Golf Classic.
Everyone was a winner that day with
perfect temperatures and beautiful blue
skies! The Chamber thanks all the golfers,
sponsors, Edison Club staff and the many
dedicated volunteers who helped to make
this such a great event in celebration of
the Chamber’s 45th Anniversary year!
Tournament Sponsor

Women in Business
Summer Networking
Mixer

Tuesday, August 14th
5pm- 7pm
Come out for fun summer networking and support the WIB committee’s
good works!
Enjoy reduced prices on beer
and wine along with complimentary
appetizers.
Admission is $5 with a New Backpack;
$10 Without a Backpack

Dedicated Chamber golf committee members
(from left) Brian Taber, Schrader & Company,
Chris Frances of Capital Region Retirement
Specialists, Brian Meers of Colt Refining and
Recycling and Stuart Miller of Stuart Miller
Golf Sales offer friendly greetings at the
registration table.

This unique program consists of seven seminars on topics ranging from writing a business
plan to monitoring cash flow, preparing budgets,
and increasing profitability. The seminars have
been developed with the input of both state and
local business experts and will be presented by various professionals. StartUpSmart
will end with a special graduation ceremony for the participants. In addition, each
participant will have the opportunity to receive individual business counseling at no
cost from the Small Business Development Center at the University at Albany’s School
of Business or SCORE.
First Session Date:
Thursday, September 13th
All seminars are from 7:30 AM - 9:00 AM
and presented by professionals with years of experience in their fields.
Location:
The Executive Education Center at the Chamber Offices, Clifton Park
Investment:
$99 per person for the complete series
Interested individuals can join the StartUp Smart Group on LinkedIn or call 371-7748,
or email: info@southernsaratoga.org for more information.
__________
Please note our cancellation and payment policy: Registrations and cancellations made
after September 12 will not be subject to a refund. Payment will be expected on or before
the first class. In the event that you cannot attend a session, a one-on-one session can be
arranged directly with the presenter.
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All backpacks received will be used
for the Backpacks of Hope assembly
scheduled for August 22nd – all to benefit
the women and school children being
served by Domestic Violence and Rape
Crisis Services of Saratoga County
(DVRC).
Register online at southernsaratoga.org
or call 371-7748.

Chamber Leads
Group Openings
If you are looking for a new way to
develop business throughout the year,
why not consider joining one of the three
Chamber Leads Groups. Each group
meets bi-monthly at the Chamber office
or a member business.
These well established groups, open
exclusively to chamber members, provide
an ongoing opportunity to develop a
strong network of new customers and
contacts.
There are openings available for
representatives in the following
businesses: IT, Commercial Real Estate,
HR Professional, Website Design,
Cleaning Service, Property/Casualty/Auto
Insurance Agent. Please contact Liz
Roggenbuck at liz@southernsaratoga.org
or 371-7748 for more details on how
you can get involved or sit in on a
meeting to check it out!

Chamber Spotlight
The Chamber is proud to highlight
Garden Gate Florist –
a dedicated Chamber member since 1967!
Owner Paul Sicko shares their story:
“According to the family history, our ancestors have been
involved in the propogation of all types of plants and flowers
since the early 1800’s. it started on the family farm land and continues
at this same location. Hard work, good products, fair prices and excellent customer
service earns 50 years of successful business—1962 to 2012.
It was in 1962 straight from the farm kitchen table that we built and moved in to the
small building that is now the Country Hair Hut. GARDEN GATE FLORIST opened
and at that time we had a large green house and grew many plants and flowers which
supplied our store and local wholesalers.”
Paul Sicko purchased the business in 1981 from his parents and steered it straight to the
longtime success it has today. His dedication, enormous talent and business knowledge
plus his highly trained and faithful staff are the reason for the abundance of loyal
customers. No matter where the delivery or what the occasion for flowers: birthday,
wedding, funeral or “just because”—Garden Gate delivers professional
products and superior customer service!
Garden Gate is located at 1410 Route 9 (just north of the bridge) in Clifton
Park. Their shop is open from 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday through Friday
and from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Saturday. During the months of July and
August, Saturday hours are from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon. Delivery areas include
Clifton Park, Ballston Lake, Waterford, Rexford, Albany and Schenectady.
For more information and to view a gorgeous selection of floral arrangements
for any occasion, visit www.gardengateflorist.com or call (518) 371-5680.

Opening of Community Information Center
Elected officials from Ballston, Charleton,
Clifton Park, Halfmoon and Stillwater,
representatives from Assemblyman Jim
Tedisco and Senator Hugh Farley’s offices
and members of the Chamber of Southern
Saratoga County join President/CEO Pete
Bardunias and his staff in cutting the
ribbon on the new Community Information
Center located within the Chamber offices
off Maxwell Drive behind Price Chopper
at Exit 9. The Center is part of a strategic
partnership with the nearby Exit 9 Rest
Area on the Northway, helping residents,
relocators, businesses and tourists locate
desired products and services. Much of the
furnishings of the new Center were donated
by Capital Bank, under the direction
of former Chamber chairman James Hartle.
*Photo Credit: Mark Morand, Mainframe Photography
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Members in the News

Am I Can, Inc. recently named Judith
McKinnon, Amanda Savarese and Allison
Reynolds as Board Members. Judith,
Amanda and Allison join Avon Scherff,
Nikki Moreschi, Kathleen Occhiogrosso,
Carissa Conley, Renee Walrath and Laurie
Boyce to lead the operations of I Am I Can,
Inc. It has been almost 18 months since
Avon Scherff launched, I Am I Can to
provide needed encouragement, guidance
and advocacy to female students as they
navigate their high school years and move
toward post graduation goals. For more
information, visit www.iamicanachieve.org,
or contact Avon Scherff, President at
518-688-3010, ext 102 or
Avon@scherffinsurance.com

I

M

ary Jo LaPosta, vice president and
chief nursing officer at Saratoga
Hospital, has recently been named senior
vice president for patient care and organizational excellence—a new position focused
on maintaining the fundamentals of patient
care. LaPosta has more than 20 years of
experience in nursing administration in
Capital Region and Long Island hospitals.
She has served as the chief nursing officer
at Saratoga Hospital since 2008.

F

or the fourth year in a row, CDPHP®
has been named one of the Best
Companies to Work for in New York.
The honor was formally celebrated at an
awards dinner in Albany where CDPHP
was among the state’s top 24 large employers to be recognized. “CDPHP is proud to
be recognized for the fourth consecutive
year as one of the Best Companies to Work
for in New York,” said John D. Bennett,
MD, president and CEO, CDPHP. CDPHP
currently employees nearly 1,000 individuals who enjoy comprehensive and flexible
benefits including tuition reimbursement,
the opportunity to participate in worksite
wellness programs, local and fresh produce
at its CDPHP farmers’ market, and the
ability to pursue community service activities. Established in 1984 as a physicianfounded, member-focused, and
community-based not-for-profit health
plan, Visit www.cdphp.com for more
information.

C

heryl Lasher, Business Development
Manager of Pinnacle Human
Resources LLC, has been named to the
Board of Directors of the Capital District
Habitat for Humanity. Cheryl brings to the
board her experience in business development, an MBA in Human Resources, and
a background in volunteer efforts for
Habitat, Volunteers in Mission, the
American Heart Association and more.

oback, Kumlander &
Pehl, CPAs, LLP &
Luther Forest Wealth
Advisors, LLC is pleased to
announce that Sharon
Nichols has joined the firm
as a manager of their tax
Sharon Nichols division. Sharon is a CPA
with over 20 years of professional accounting experience. She is a graduate of Siena
College and is a member of the American
Institute of Certified Public Accountants
(AICPA) and the New York State Society of
Certified Public Accountants (NYSSCPA

R

M

ary Frances Fitzgerald
has joined the Scherff
Insurance Agency team as
Senior Account Manager
and brings with her over
20 years of experience
servicing small and large
Mary Frances commercial accounts, as
Fitzgerald
well as personal accounts
of all sizes. Mary Frances will be managing
the Property and Casualty/Personal Lines
division including new business sales and
service. Please feel free to contact Mary
Frances to welcome her aboard at
518-688-3010 or maryfrances@scherffinsurance.com

F

or the first time, the Schenectady
Museum will participate in the Blue Star
Museums program, a collaboration among
the National Endowment for the Arts, Blue
Star Families, the Department of Defense,
and more than 1,500 museums across
America to offer free admission to all active
duty military personnel and their families
from Memorial Day through Labor Day
2012. Leadership support has been
provided by MetLife Foundation through
Blue Star Families. The complete list of
participating museums is available at
www.arts.gov/bluestarmuseums.
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For more information visit
www.SchenectadyMuseum.org

T

hanks to a grant from the U.S. Polo
Association’s Polo Development
Initiative, polo lovers can take lessons all
summer long and feel what it’s like to play
one of the fastest games around. Saratoga
Polo’s new Polo Manager, Vincent Mesker,
explains the initial lessons that a beginner
(or even an experienced rider) are about
balance, concentration, and being able to
control the horse, pay attention to the field,
and if you’re lucky, hit the ball! So, if you’re
a horse lover, and love a fast paced sport,
polo may just be right for you. Hourly
lessons are $150 for a private lesson, or
$100 for a group of two or more, and
includes a free 1 year membership in the
USPA. Lessons take place at Saratoga Polo’s
Whitney Field in Greenfield Center. Contact
Vincent Mesker at (518) 584-8108, or
vincent@saratogapolo.com to set up a
lesson. For more information, visit
saratogapolo.com. Saratoga Polo
Tournament season is now underway—
every friday and sunday through Labor
Day. Match Time is 5:30 p.m. Gates
open at 4 p.m.

I

n an ongoing effort to improve patient
safety, Ellis Medicine is the first hospital
in the region, second in the state, to use an
innovative germ-zapping technology to
keep patients even safer from infections.
“We have zero-tolerance for hospital-acquired infections,” stated David Liebers,
M.D., Chief Medical Officer at Ellis Medicine. “Ellis Medicine has a strong infection
prevention program in place right now and
we’re already lowering infection rates—in
fact, most are below state and national
rates, but we want to do even better. We’re
taking this additional step to provide our
patients with an extra layer of protection,”
he added. Xenex Healthcare Services’
portable room disinfection device pulses
blue ultraviolet light throughout the patient
room to quickly destroy viruses, bacteria
and bacterial spores – typically in about
5-10 minutes. Ellis will use the device after
thorough cleaning by housekeeping staff of
rooms where patients with infectious conditions have stayed. For further information,
visit www.ellishospital.org

Members in the News
J

oin the TurnKey Internet Social Media
Challenge! This summer they are
spotlighting social media on their blog by
offering great tips, strategies, and concepts
to help grow your business via social media.
Their goal is to double their followers and
fans on our own social media, and in the
process they hope to help you do the same!
Are you on Facebook Google+, Twitter, or
LinkedIn? If not, there's never been a better
time to open an ccount! All you have to do
is “like,” “+1”, “follow,” and/or “share”
TurnKey using one or more of those services, and you’ll be entered into a drawing to
win a FREE iPad or Visa Gift card. What’s
more? Just for “liking” them on Facebook,

(Continued from page 10)

you can get 33% off on all TurnKey
products and services! A special coupon
will be revealed on Facebook after you
click the Like button. Head on over to:
http://www.turnkeyinternet.com/socialmedia “Like” them and win! If you have
any questions about this contest or any of
their products and services, please call us
toll free at 877-539-4638, email
sales@turnkeyinternet.net, or chat live.

T

he board of directors at Mother
Teresa Academy in Clifton Park has
announced that Dr. John Metallo has
assumed the position of principal effective
on July 1. “I’m excited to be principal at
Mother Teresa Academy. A good ground-

work has been laid; the teachers are doing a
great job, and it’s a solid program. Now we
are going to build bigger and better,” said
Metallo, referring to future growth to
include grades 5 through 8, and to work to
achieve accreditation with the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Albany.” Metallo has
38 years experience in public education
including positions as superintendent of
schools, high school principal, elementary,
middle school and high school teacher,
athletic director and coach of football,
basketball, track and cross country.
For further information,
visit www.motherteresaacademy.org

CHAMBER
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Softball Challenge

xecutive nstitute

COUNTY

2012
Saratoga County Executive Institute

vs

The members and staff of the Colonie Chamber and the
Chamber of Southern Saratoga County will be batting for
bragging rights and weʼre forming a championship team of
sponsors, players and spectators. Come on out and join us
for some summer fun!

You have already heard of the Chamber’s program of
distinction- Saratoga County Executive Institute- that began
in September 2007.
This multi-week program provides business executives and
senior management leaders a unique and up-close perspective
into some of the region’s finest companies, institutions and
hallmarks of tourism and introductions to their leaders.

Date: Thursdsay, August 9
Time: 5:30pm
Location: “The Joe”
at Hudson Valley Community College,
Troy – Home of the Tri-City Valley Cats
Cost: $250 Champion Sponsor*
$100 Player
$10 Spectator

Participants benefit from:
• Valuable relationship building
• Cohort structure
• Opportunities to meet business, civic and
cultural leaders from our region
• Insider tours to include a fantastic meal
• Nine sessions total, running September
through December 2012

*Contact Loretta Rigney at loretta@southernsaratoga.org
or 371-7748 for details.

2012 session locations include
CNSE, GLOBALFOUNDRIES and Saratoga National!

Sponsored By:

Each exciting session date will provide Institute
participants with new insight on the places and introductions
to the leaders that are at the forefront of progress and
innovation in our region.
Participation in the 2012 session of Saratoga County
Executive Institute is limited to 20 individuals. Please contact
Liz Roggenbuck at 371-7748 or liz@southernsaratoga.org
for program investment and further information.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

For details on all Chamber events including Time, Location, Investment, Sponsors, etc.
Log onto www.southernsaratoga.org or call 518.371.7748

July

August

17-22 Saratoga County Fair
Visit the Chamber booth!

9

Chamber Softball Challenge –
at“The Joe” HVCC

14

Women in Business
Networking Mixer—
Ravenswood Pub.

15

Junior Chamber Mixer—
Bubkat Bounce at Player’s Park.

September
12

WIB Brown Bag –
Women Owned
Business Certification

12

Saratoga County
Executive Institute –
Kick Off Session

13

StartUp Smart
Entrepreneurial Training
Session 1

13

2nd Thursday Mixer
Location to be Announced

19

Small Business
Resource Workshop

