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Eden Night Live
Season Finale
Grab your friends and family and don’t forget your coziest jacket for Eden Night Live’s
final events of the year! As we jump into November and December, the winter
weather rolls in but that won’t stop us from having a good time! Outdoor activities are
still available for play, delicious food will be prepared by local food trucks, and music
and entertainment performed by amazing undiscovered talents from around the area.
Local businesses, neighbors, and families gather to create a wonderful experience
especially around this time of year when holiday cheer fills the atmosphere!
If you’re a local business and are interested in being a vendor, be sure to visit our
website at EdenAreaChamber.com and find the days on our Calendar that you
would like to participate. For any further questions, contact the Castro Valley/Eden
Area Chamber of Commerce at (510)537-5300 or info@CastroValleyChamber.com
Vendor space and entrance is FREE!

Entertainment

Last Dates!

Games

November 10th & 24th

Food

December 8th & 22nd

Local Vendors
Outdoor Activities

Thank you to our sponsors:

Chamber Newsletter

Page 2—Nov. 1, 2017

Holiday Chamber Challenge!
Hello Everyone! Welcome to the Holiday Chamber Challenge!
We are challenging you to do all of your holiday shopping locally
and with small businesses!
Here’s how to play:
-Post a picture of you and your local purchases on our Holiday
Chamber Challenge Facebook event page and
hashtag #CVEAShopLocal
-If you are a business, post any specials
you are having
-Even if your traveling, looking for a gift,
or simply grabbing a coffee, shop local!
On January 1st we will pick a winner for
the GRAND PRIZE!

2017 Castro Valley/ Eden Area
Chamber Board of Directors
President

Vice Presidents

Directors

Cindy Torres

Marty Neideffer

Mike Tacconi

Laurie Funnell

Bryan Daylor

Sudhir Reddy

Shay Knudsen

Treasurer

Brian Morrison

Zelma Byrd

Susan McCue

Al Hearne

Tim Castle

Julie Sumiki

Parvin Ahmadi

David Gehrke

Peter Rosen

Kim Holland

Chamber Staff
Executive Director

Work Based Learning

Eden Night Live

Administrative

Ashley Strasburg

Program Director

Program Director

Support

Operations Assistant

Kim Hudson

Raul Navalta

Jasmin Castaneda

Allison Field

Katherine Field
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Barks & Boo’s Highlights!
The 2017 Barks and Boos event was a huge success! Roughly 800 community members showed up to the
closing of food trucks to celebrate with our 16 vendors and dressed to the nines in costumes.
Participants in the costume contest did not skimp on originality and enjoyed a parade around the park with
our master of ceremonies, Caryl Mahar dressed as Princess Fiona from ‘Shrek’. Our top three kid’s costumes
included a 3-year-old Paw Patrol cadet, an 11-year-old cat, and the winner (with the most creative costume
this office has ever seen) was a 7-year-old claw-toy machine!
Along with the kids, our puppy costume parade was a sight to behold with the winners including a Labrador
with a cowboy strapped to his back, a Labradoodle dressed as a hot dog, and the winner was a 19-year-old
Chihuahua dressed as a hula girl!
A special thank you to our incomparable judges, Jim Herron and Bryan Daylor for taking on the task of
choosing the most creative and inspired costumes that evening.
Finally, we would like to extend a huge thank you to our board members, pictured below, who could attend
the evening and support our offices in our booth and with the community in attendance: Mike Taconni, Tim
Castle, Cindy Torres, Julie Sumiki, Bryan Daylor, Laurie Funnell, Peter Rosen, David Gehrke (not pictured),
and a representative from Kim Holland (also not pictured).
We are looking forward to this event again next year on October 23, 2018-mark your calendars!
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Chamber Member
in the

Spotlight
Superintendent

Parvin Ahmadi

Castro Valley Unified School District
4400 Alma Avenue
Castro Valley, CA 94546

Parvin Ahmadi has been a member of the Castro Valley Eden Area Chamber of Commerce and has been the Superintendent of Castro Valley Unified School District (CVUSD) since July 2015. She started her career in public education
twenty-nine years ago as a teacher in San Jose, California and has been a superintendent for the last eight years.
Superintendent Ahmadi visits schools and classrooms on a regular basis and believes that all students have the potential to fulfill their aspirations with appropriate support and equitable opportunities. She is proud of CVUSD’s accomplishments and believes that the Governing Board’s full commitment to high quality education, a stellar staff, and supportive
families and community members are key in making Castro Valley a destination for families with children.
ALL means ALL, included in the District’s Strategic Plan guides every decision made in Castro Valley Unified School
District. Superintendent Ahmadi believes that in order for students to reach their highest academic potential, in addition
to rigorous coursework, they must be provided a continuum of services or multi-tiered system of support which would
include social emotional support as well as options for before and after school programs.
The voters in Castro Valley approved the passage of a General Obligation Bond for $123 million dollars in 2016. Mrs.
Ahmadi is extremely grateful for the support of the community to improve school facilities. The improvements include
many upgrades to classrooms and buildings throughout the District as well as building a Wellness Center to support the
social and emotional growth of students.
Superintendent Ahmadi recently lead the formation of the Castro Valley Community Alliance. The Alliance has been
visiting classrooms to share its commitment to students and is planning community conversations as well as other activities in the next few months. The group recently developed its vision: “Castro Valley is a diverse community that is welcoming and inclusive. It is a community where everyone is safe, respected and valued. Our school district is the heart of
a rapidly evolving Castro Valley. In our schools, staff and families experience diversity as a catalyst for unity.” Ms. Ahmadi is proud of the many organizations joining the Alliance and believes that their active participation is a reflection of
a caring community, committed to ensuring everyone feels safe, respected and valued in Castro Valley.

News from our Members
On October 9th , 2017 Governor Brown declared a state of
emergency for Napa, Sonoma, Yuba, Butte, Lake, Mendocino,
Nevada and Orange counties due to the effects of multiple fires.
On October 10th, a Federal Major Disaster Declaration was issued to support the state and local response to the Northern
California fires. The Governor’s Office of Emergency Services has
also activated the State Operations Center in Mather, California
to its highest level and is coordinating closely with other local,
state and federal emergency response officials to address all
emergency management needs. These wildfires have prompted
mass evacuations throughout Northern California and thousands of acres have burned and threatened infrastructure as
strong winds fueled the fast-moving fires. As many as 14 fires
are burning in the above counties with an estimated 20,000
people evacuated.
Sonoma County: For current updates on evacuations, general
information on road closures, evacuee resources, and real time
information on the disaster, call 2-1-1 for 2-1-1 Sonoma County.
For more information on 2-1-1 Sonoma County, visit 211sonoma.org.
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How to Help victims Affected
by the Fires
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PUBLIC POLICY & DEBATE
Alameda May Allow More Microbreweries
CASTRO VALLEY — Microbreweries could pop up east of Castro Valley under a land use change being proposed by Alameda County.
The suggested change in county zoning laws, set to be heard Oct. 16 by the county planning commission,
would allow microbreweries on agricultural parcels in unincorporated areas.
Like the Daily Review Facebook page for neighborhood news and conversation from Hayward and beyond.

Visitor centers, offices, tasting rooms and maintenance facilities also would be allowed. Current zoning
laws only permit wineries and olive oil mills on agricultural properties in or around Cull Canyon, Palomares and Castro Valley Canyonlands, Pleasanton, Dublin, Sunol and south Livermore.
The Castro Valley Municipal Advisory Council voted 7-0 on Sept. 25 to approve the proposed zoning
changes but asked that microbrewery operators also be required to grow a crop on their agricultural parcels. The proposed zoning changes do not currently include a crop cultivation requirement, assistant planning director Liz McElligott said.
“For agricultural lands, I think the expectation is that something is grown on the site, and if you just strictly allow production of an item, then what would be the next item?” MAC member Chuck Moore said at
the meeting.
“Someone could possibly say, ‘Well, you’re producing beer here, it’s a microbrewery, but they really don’t
grow anything; they’re just making beer.’ How do we ensure that some of the agricultural lands don’t become just production facilities?” he said.
Only north Livermore wine producers are required to grow grapes or similar crops on agricultural parcels
that are at least 20 acres, McElligott said.
“Wineries that are built outside of the north Livermore area are not required to plant any grapes, so in
order to make the brewery ordinance comparable to the existing winery ordinance, we don’t have a
planting requirement,” she said of the microbrewery proposal. The Castro Valley MAC also asked that
wineries and microbreweries be allowed to operate on the same agricultural parcel.
“I’ve seen wineries out there now, and it wouldn’t surprise me if some of them wanted to sort of branch
out into this as well, especially if they had the capacity on site to do it or had enough room in their building envelope out there,” MAC Chair Marc Crawford said. “I would think that should be looked at before it
gets too far down the road,” he said.
The beer producers would have to apply for permits needing approved by the county Board of Zoning Adjustments. Under the proposed changes, microbreweries would be limited to producing no more
than 10,000 barrels, or 310,000 gallons, of beer annually. Microbreweries must also comply with planning
and development guidelines in Measure D, a 2000 voter-approved initiative limiting urban development in most of the county’s rural areas, including Palomares and Castro Valley Canyonlands.
Processing facilities on agricultural lands must have at least 20,000 square feet of usable floor area, be
confined to a single two-acre space, be compatible with existing or potential agricultural uses and have
access to an adequate and reliable water source. “That will, in addition to the amount of beer they can
produce, limit the amount of development,” McElligott said.
The proposed zoning changes arose out of “an increased interest in promoting agri-tourism by allowing
additional uses such as microbreweries and microbrewery-related uses in agricultural areas,” Alameda
County planner Sharon Grewal wrote in a Sept. 25 report to the Castro Valley MAC.
These new land uses are being floated to “encourage a strong agri-tourism industry by supporting enterArticle written by Darin Moriki from the East Bay Times.
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Jess C. Spencer

Mixer Recap:

Mortuary

Chamber Members! If you didn’t get a chance to
attend our monthly mixer in October, here are a
few highlights. We were very pleased to have Jess
C. Spencer Mortuary as our host! We had a great
turnout thanks to all of our Chamber members
who attended. Jess C. Spencer provided delicious
Mexican cuisine as it was cooked up right in front
of us by the chef himself! Some raffle prizes consisted of crafted alcohol bottle lamps donated by
Don Jose’s, a gift basket donated by Pete’s Ace
Hardware, a T-shirt donated by VFW, and many
other donated items. The Castro Valley/Eden Area
Chamber of Commerce appreciates Jess C. Spencer Mortuary for hosting and all who attended and
donated!

Upcoming Mixer:

Don Jose’s Mexican
Restaurant

Join us and other Chamber members at
Don Jose’s for the Castro Valley/Eden Area Chamber’s November mixer! Come
and enjoy this event by connecting with
local businesses, winning prizes, and getting to know your community members
and businesses!
Not a Chamber member? These mixers
are invite-only for Chamber members, so if
you’re interested in attending one of these
networking events, join the Castro Valley/
Eden Area Chamber of Commerce today
at our website:
www.EdenAreaChamber.com or call the
Castro Valley/Eden Area Chamber office
at (510)537-5300.
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Save the Date!
Don’t forget to join your fellow community members at Castro Valley/Eden Area Chamber of
Commerce’s 2018 Annual Eden Awards Night! Eden Awards will be held at Redwood Canyon
Golf Course located at 17007 Redwood Rd, Castro Valley, CA. Some awards include:

Volunteer of the Year
First Responder of the Year
Castro Valley Teacher of the Year
San Lorenzo Teacher of the Year
Business Person of the Year
To reserve a table or seat, contact the Castro Valley/Eden Area Chamber of Commerce at:
info@CastroValleyChamber.com
(510)537-5300
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CAREER PATHWAYS TRUST
Upcoming Events:
11/9 Health and Wellness Career Exploration Day
Description: We are looking for professionals in the Health and Wellness career field to
participate in a Career Exploration Day at Castro Valley High School, on Thursday,
November 9, 2017!
This Exploration Day is an opportunity to expand student knowledge, educate, share
information and resources about careers in the community and inspire students, as our
future workforce, to reach their career goals, by learning more about a specific career
field within your industry.
As a professional, you can use this event to discuss internships, employment and
volunteer opportunities you may currently have or will have available soon, while
scouting the up and coming workforce and give back to your community.
For more information or to register as a tabling vendor, please visit the Chamber website
or
contact Kim Hudson: (510)537-5300, kim@castrovalleychamber.com

How to get involved…
We are working tirelessly to fulfill the requests of our teachers in the Career Pathways
but need your help! Do you know of or are you, yourself part of a reputable organization
that would be willing to host a field trip or visit a classroom to speak with students in the
following areas of study?
Health and Biotechnology
ICT: Information and Communication Technology
PLTW: Project Lead The Way Engineering
Graphic Design and Digital Media
If you are interested in participating in our Pathway Program, please reach out to
Kim Hudson

“The secret in education lies in the respecting the student.”
-Anonymous

Page 12—Nov. 1, 2017

Chamber Newsletter

Did You Know?
Marketing is available for all members of the
Chamber as part of your membership. If you
would like assistance or ideas for promoting
your business, give our Chamber a call at:

(510) 537-5300

Your Chamber
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Sun

29

Mon

30

Tue

31

Wed

1

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

10

11

6:00-7:30pm: Economic
Development Forum

5

6

12

13

7

14

8

9

10:00-12:00am: SCORE
Counseling

8:30am-3:00pm: Castro
Valley High School Health
and Wellness Career
Exploration Day

15

16

6:30pm: Ashland Cherryland Business Community
Meeting

19

26

20

27

3:00-9:00pm: Castro
Valley’s 6th Annual
Meet in the Street
Light Parade!

17

18

25

9:00-10:00am: ACBC Mixer
5:30-7:30pm: Monthly Mixer
Hosted by Don Jose’s

21

28

22

23

24

10:00-12:00am: SCORE
Counseling

Castro Valley/ Eden Area
Chamber Office CLOSED

Castro Valley/Eden Area
Chamber Office CLOSED

30

1

2

3

5:30-7:30pm: Eden Area
Mixer

Oct. 1– Nov. 11: 40th Area Artists’ Annual Juried Exhibit
Oct. 6– Nov. 17: Celebrate Women! National League of American
Pen Women
Dec. 12: Small Business Forum
Dec. 13 & 27: SCORE Counseling
Dec. 14: Eden Area Holiday Mixer
Dec. 15th: The Vanity Bar Ribbon Cutting
Dec. 17: Boy Scouts of America: Day at the Theatre!
Dec. 31– Jan. 1: New Year’s Cabaret! @ the Castro Valley
Center for the Arts
Jan. 27: 2018 Eden Awards Night!

Nov. 11– Castro Valley Meet in the Street
Light Parade!
*Free to the public
Want to be a vendor? Go to our Calendar at
www.EdenAreaChamber.com and find this event to register,
or for more information go to www.CVMeetintheStreet.org
Nov. 23-24: Castro Valley/ Eden Area Chamber Office
CLOSED for Thanksgiving

