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7 Ballot Measures that Threaten
California Business Climate

Creating a Strong Local Economy
Representing the Interests of Business
with Government
Providing Business Engagement
Opportunities
Promoting the Community

By Loren Kaye for CalChamber
Voters may face as many as seven ballot measures
damaging to California’s business and political climate in
November. Any one of these measures should motivate millions
in opposition spending by affected industries. More than a few
are likely to qualify for the ballot.
Conventional wisdom teaches that gubernatorial
elections deliver older and more conservative voters to the
polls, which normally drives liberal and anti-business initiative
entrepreneurs to aim their measures for presidential election
years, like 2016 or 2020. But this formerly reliable rule has
crumbled in the face of a low qualification threshold, interest
group imperatives, and impatient wealthy donors. It’s open
season on the deep pockets!
Increase Taxes
In 2016, California voters extended top income tax
rates (already the highest in the nation) through 2030,
increased tobacco taxes by $2 a pack, and imposed new
taxes on marijuana use and production. Elsewhere, voters in

hundreds of local jurisdictions raised sales, property and excise
taxes for a variety of municipal or school services.
For certain unions and special interest groups, this isn’t
enough. Two proposed ballot measures would impose multibilliondollar tax increases on businesses and upper income earners.

•

The United Healthcare Workers union has proposed a 1%
income tax surcharge on all income over $1 million, which
would raise up to $2.5 billion annually for various health care
programs. Wealthy taxpayers would pay a top rate of 14.3%,
well above the highest income tax rate of any other state.
(CalChamber opposes*)

A coalition of liberal interest groups is circulating a split roll
property tax proposal, requiring that nearly all commercial and
industrial properties, except production agriculture, be assessed to
full market value, and then reassessed every three years
thereafter. Tax bills for business would increase by $10.5 billion a
year. (CalChamber opposes*)
Continued Page 7-See Measures that Threaten,

Candidate ForumS
22nd Congressional
And
Our members said they wanted more opportunities
to market their businesses and we listened! The first
Business Expo will be held on Thursday, April 26th at
the International Agri-Center’s Heritage Complex.
Reserve a booth by April 10th and take advantage
of this opportunity to gain exposure for your business.
Additional information is available online at
www.tularechamber.org or by calling 686-1547.

26th assembly
April 30th at 6:30pm
Tulare County Office of Education
6200 South Mooney Blvd., Visalia

Mark Your Calendar
April 3

City Council Meeting, 7pm
Tulare Public Library
Council Chambers

April 6

TBEC Meeting, 7am
Tulare Chamber of Commerce

April 9

Governmental Affairs, 12pm
Apple Annie’s Restaurant

April 11 Ribbon Cutting, 4pm
Oxi Fresh Central Valley
1453 E. Tulare Ave., Tulare
April 12 Internet Marketing Seminar, 9am
Chamber Trade Room
Business After Hours Mixer, 5:30pm-7pm
St. Rita’s Church
954 S. O Street, Tulare
April 17 Ribbon Cutting, 4:30pm
Mason McDuffie Mortgage Corp.
1116 Leland Ave., Tulare
City Council Meeting, 7pm
Tulare Public Library
Council Chambers
April 24 QuickBooks Seminar, 8:30am-4:30pm
Chamber Trade Room
April 26 Business Expo, 5:30pm-7:30pm
International Agri-Center
Heritage Complex

If you would like to partner
with this program, please call
686-1547 or email
darcy@tularechamber.org

The Tulare Business & Education
Council is committed to helping
students be college and career ready
through collaboration between
businesses and schools. Thank you to
our members who invested in the
future of our high school juniors at the
#BeCollegeReady event hosted at
the Tulare COS Campus.

STATE

OF
THE

CITY

Friday, May 11th ● 11:30 am-1:00 pm
Edison Energy Education Center

April 30 Candidate Forums, 6:30pm
Tulare County Office of Education
6200 S. Mooney Blvd., Visalia
May 3

Ribbon Cutting, 4pm
Sweet Nectar Society
236 South N Street, Tulare

May 12

State of the City, 11:30am-1pm
Edison Energy Education Center

Updates from City, County, and
State elected officials.
Tickets are $35 for non-members and $30 for members. Tickets will be
available until May 3rd. Sponsorships are available.
For more information call 686-1547.
The event is made possible in part by:

June 15 Salute to Dairy and
Dairy Princess Coronation, 6pm
International Agri-Center,
Heritage Complex
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COMMUNITY IMPACT PARTNER SPOTLIGHT
Altura Centers for Health

BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Renee Soto, Chair

Altura Centers for Health
(ALTURA) is a non-profit organization
designated as a Federally Qualified
Health Center (FQHC).
ALTURA is
based in Tulare where it has seven
Centers and one Center in the town of
Woodville.
ALTURA provides medical and dental
services, health education, assistance with medical
insurance
enrollment, outreach
services,
etc.
Additionally, ALTURA will provide their patients with
transportation to appointments.

Renee is a State Farm Agent at
306 North K Street in Downtown Tulare.
The large red awning serves as a
reminder to the community of State
Farm’s presence there since the early
1950’s where Agent Clarence Padham once took care of
his clients. Renee began helping
clients at this location in 2008.
She has a BA and MA in Business
and is a Chartered Life
U n d e rw r it e r w it h a v a st
knowledge in Life Insurance and
its place in financial planning.
She and her team are
committed to help guide clients in the best way to
protect them and their possessions.

Primary Care offerings form
the greatest part of their services
including: family medicine,
internal medicine, pediatrics,
dental,
obstetrics
and
gynecology.
ALTURA also
provides specialty services such
as behavioral health, oncology,
ophthalmology,
pediatric
cardiology,
nephrology,
neurology, general surgery
consults, geriatrics, podiatry,
vascular surgery consults and adult cardiology.
ALTURA Centers are equipped with the
latest
technological
equipment.
They
implemented Electronic Medical Records/
Electronic Dental Records/Electronic Practice
Management System in 2009. The exam beds
have built-in weight scales. Vital stations in the
room also automatically input the data into
the Electronic Medical Record reducing
human error. The dental department has a
p a n o r a m i c
machine that takes
images of the full
mouth in a few
minutes and is able
to detect more
than just your oral
health.
Pediatrics
has
the
Spot
Monitors equipment
that is able to
identify any eye
issues in pediatric
patients.

Renee is an avid reader and believes strongly in
continued education. She is also committed to the
community of Tulare. She is currently 2018 Chair of the
board for Tulare Chamber of Commerce and Tulare
Noon Rotary President. Two organizations that
continue to help Tulare thrive.
Renee’s agency consists of four
amazing and talented team members, two of
which are bilingual.
They
are
all
licensed
in
insurance
and
financial services and
are committed to help
“make life go right” for those
individuals seeking guidance.

SPOTLIGHTS

For more information on ALTURA, call 686-9097 or
visit www.altura.com.

Internet Marketing Workshop
Presented by:

Thursday, April 12th
9am to 10am
Get More Leads from Social Media
Rank on the 1st Page of Search Engines
Use the Power of AdWords & BingAds

She and her husband Dennis have lived in Tulare
for over 35 years. They have two grown children, 3
grandchildren and two rescue dogs that make up their
family, along with a host of relatives scattered throughout
Valley cities.

Chamber Members are Free
Non-Members $25
Register at tularechamber.org

For more information on
Renee and the services she provides, call 686-3355 or visit
www.reneesoto.com.

Seminar
Tuesday, April 24th • 8:30am-4:30pm
Tulare Chamber-Trade Room
Lance Wilkins of M Green & Company will present a one day
beginner QuickBooks class. Lance is a:
• Advanced QuickBooks Certified Pro Advisor
• Certified QuickBooks Enterprise and Point of Sale
• Certified Sleeter Group Consultant
• Member Intuit Trainer/Writer Network

Free for members
$40 for non-members
Register at www.tularechamber.org
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Governmental
Affairs

Leadership
Tulare

By Patrick Isherwood
Governmental Affairs Chair

By Ally Vander Poel
Tulare County RMA

Recently, the City of Tulare hosted
a public workshop to review with City Council the operations
budget for 2018-2019. At the workshop, then City Manager
Joe Carlini noted the City was potentially looking at a deficit
around two-million dollars. One of the major impacts to the
City Budget is the rising cost of pensions. The City of Tulare is
not alone with this growing problem. As noted recently by
columnist Dan Walters in the Sacramento Bee, many Cities
and Counties are being impacted by pension cost outpacing
revenues. The reason for this is that CalPERS “cranks up”
mandatory contributions in a “desperate effort to make the
gigantic trust fund healthy enough to cover pension
promises.” CalPERS reports it “has only about 70 percent of
the money needed” to meet commitments.
Mr. Carlini gave a presentation to the Tulare
Chamber Governmental Affairs Committee (GAC) and
outlined the CalPERS cost payment schedule. Over the next
five years, Tulare’s payment commitment to CalPERS will
increase 75%-95%. That is an incredible impact to the City
budget. What does it mean to the community? Such an
unsustainable impact placed upon the City by CalPERS
means less hiring of police and fire personnel, less funds to
infrastructure improvements, reduced City social
services, and dealing with additional fiscal year
budget deficits. CalPERS has put the City of Tulare
in a tough position, basically that of raise taxes or
else.

On March 15th, participants of Leadership Tulare
embarked on the next chapter of their curriculum in their
quest to learn more about their local leaders; which was City
and County Government day. It was an experience filled with
learning new information,
meeting elected officials,
and even making new feline/
canine friends!
Our day started off
with a presentation from a
member of Tulare City
Council, who provided us
with a brief overview of city
government, and engaged
our class in a mock council
agenda item debate regarding a current city project to get
us contemplating about matters that elected officials are
often faced with. We then met with staff from the Tulare
County Association of Government, and we learned about
several aspects of transportation (from public transit to the
upkeep of roads/stop signs) here in Tulare County. The
intricacy of the processes relating to building roads,
overpasses and maintenance were outlined,
shedding light on the sheer magnitude of such
endeavors. Environmental Impact Reports (EIR)s,
grants, Air Quality requirements, permits and
contractor bids are all required for these projects;
which we learned is why the time frame for such
projects can be longer than what was originally
anticipated. We then had an interactive discussion
with the representatives from the Tulare County
District Attorney's Office and the Public Defender’s office.
It was an enlightening experience to hear different
perspectives of each department, and to learn how the legal
process works in our County.

UPDATES

The Governmental Affairs Committee has
presentations from varying governmental entities
regarding what could impact businesses and our
community. If you would like to be informed
regarding city, county and state policies, attend the
GAC meeting on the second Monday of the month at
Apple Annie’s Restaurant at noon.
All members are
welcome.

Next, a member of the Board of Supervisors and the
County Administrative Officer gave a presentation on what
Tulare County entities do on a daily basis (as the largest
employer in the County, they employ nearly 4,400
employees!), and the diverse realm of responsibilities that the
County has. We then traveled to Tulare County Animal
Services, where our hearts were captivated by the friendly,
loving cats and dogs that are currently available for adoption
(to see the amazing animals we met, go to
TCAnimalServices.org!)
Continued Page 6 – Leadership

Congratulations to Happy Trails Riding Academy
on the opening of their new hay barn! Happy Trails
enriches the lives of children and adults with physical, cognitive, and emotional disabilities through
equine facilitated therapy. For more information
on Happy Trails and their programs, call 688-8685 or
visit happytrailsridingacademy.org.
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MEMBER NEWS

Welcome New
Members (Jan. & Feb. 2018)
Anderson Bear & Associates

T.D.E.S. Hall

Insurance & Financial Services
1111 E. Herndon #106, Fresno
554.1385
andersonbear.com

Venue
515 North I Street, Tulare
331-1835

Brian Watte Farms

Health Services
1070 N. Cherry Street, Tulare
901-3048
ultraimaging.org

Agriculture
5421 Avenue 200, Tulare
686-4103

AgVentures! Learning Center is looking for
volunteers! If you are interested in helping with
school tours, please contact Kerissa Chapman at
688-1030 or kerissa@farmshow.org.
Hands in the Community & Joshua Ray
Smallwood Foundation will present an evening
with legendary rock musician, Randy Bachman,
on Saturday, April 28th, 7:00 pm, at the Visalia Fox
Theater. Seats for the concert range from $35-$80
and can be purchased at www.foxvisalia.org or
308 W. Main St., Visalia. Several business sponsor
opportunities are still available, as well. Call
625-3822 for additional details.

Ultra Imaging

Chavez Web Design
Website Development
4025 E. Laurel, Visalia
623-2007
chavezwebdesign.com

Sierra Trophies
Trophies, Plaques, & Medals
33352 Globe Drive, Springville
784-4213
sierratrophies.com

Telecommunications, Networking
7447 N. Palm Bluffs Ave. #105, Fresno
554.9100
www.vastnetworks.com
*Enhanced Membership Level

THANK YOU FEBRUARY LOYAL
RENEWING MEMBERS
ALTURA-Centers for Health
Building Maintenance Services
Cacciatore Fine Wines & Olive Oil Corp.
Cathy Mederos
Central Valley Refrigeration, Inc.
Chiaramonte Construction and Plumbing
Donut Factory
Farmer Boys Tulare
Frank’s Automotive Inc.
Fugazzis California Bistro
Gowin Green Landscape Maintenance
High Sierra Lumber & Supply Inc.
Land O’ Lakes, Inc.
Lane Engineers Inc.
Life Star Ambulance
Mattos Bros. Dairy
Mel & Donna Heier
Quality Paint and Body Inc.
Storland of Tulare
The Orosco Group
Tulare County Sheriff’s Department
Tulare Polaris
Valley Yellow Pages
Volt Workforce Solutions

MEMBERS

AAA Quality Services, Inc. will be celebrating its
60th anniversary with an open house on April 12th
from 2pm to 7:30pm at 321 E. Noble Avenue in
Farmersville. There will be food, beverages, and
door prizes. For more information call 594-5600.
United Way of Tulare County (UWTC) is offering a
training for community sector organizations to
build and strengthen the core values of diversity,
equity, and inclusion in their
leadership of
programs and operations. Breaking Down The
Walls of Separation—A Workshop for Building Core
Values is set for Wednesday, April 25th at the
Visalia Convention Center from 10am to 4pm
For more information on UWTC programs visit
www.unitedwaytc.org.
Team AMVETS will host Cars at the Park on
Saturday, April 7th in Zumwalt Park from 10am3pm. The show will benefit local veterans and
include approximately 60 awards. Contact
AMVETS for entry and vendor specifics, 827-3494.
The Tulare Historical Museum is featuring “Big
Band Bash” through April 7th. The exhibit features
band memorabilia from Tulare’s high schools and
junior highs.
The Tulare Kings Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
will present Dia de los Ninos on April 29th from
1pm to 5pm at Roy’s Park located at 842 S
Farmersville Blvd. in Farmersville. The organization
will also host a Cinco de Mayo event on Saturday
May 5th at the Old Lumber Yard located at 300
East Oak Avenue in Visalia.
La Piazza Ristorante Italiano is accepting
reservations for Administrative Professional’s Day
on April 25th. Reservations can be made by
calling 687-9833.
Relay For Life Of Tulare is looking for teams and
volunteers for the event which will be held
October 13th-14th. For more information call
331-0629 or visit www.relayforlife.org/tulareca.

If you have something you would like included in our member
news section, please email your information (75 words or less)
to darcy@tularechamber.org by the 10th of the prior month.
Please put “Member News” in the subject line. The Chamber
reserves the right to edit content.
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Leadership
Cont’d Page 4
Our next presenters
were representatives from
both the City and County
Public Works department,
who shared information
regarding how services
such
as
water/sewer
services are provided to
residents, and how funding
sources and the means by
which regulations for public
necessities
are
implemented.
Our
last panel
included the City Manager
and Director of Finance for
Tulare, who provided an
overview of how essential
city
enterprises
were
funded. Services such as
Law enforcement, Fire
service, and other public
goods are all directly
supported by the residents
of our community through
taxes and donations. Our
day was benefited by
subject matter experts who
provided us with an inside
view
of
how
our
governments work, and
how City and County
government provide us with
essential services that every
citizen utilizes on a daily
basis. Our class members all
are grateful to those who
took the time out of their
day
to
s ha re
th ei r
knowledge with us.

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT
Tulare Pediatric Group

Thank you to Family
HealthCare Network for
hosting the March Business
After Hours Networking
Mixer. Attendees were
treated to delicious hors
d’oeuvres and beverages.
The Chamber is grateful to
have partnerships with
amazing members that
make Tulare a great place
to do business and live!
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Tulare Pediatric Group has been
caring for Tulare area children since Dr.
Prem Kamboj opened his office in 1978.
Their team of board certified pediatricians
and dedicated staff members work
together to ensure that children receive
the best health care possible in a pleasant,
compassionate environment.

L to R: Dr. Robert Orth, Dr. Prem Kamboj,
Dr. Susan Haack, Dr. Asit Shah
- Back entrance for contagious children.
- Saturday morning hours available for sick
patients.
- Expectant parent interviews available
- Each patient has his/her primary care
pediatrician (PCP) within the group. If your
PCP is not available, another pediatrician
from the group will be able to care for
your child.
-If you have an urgent need that can’t
wait until the next day, there is always a
pediatrician on call after hours, weekends
and holidays.

The office
takes pride in
being a part of
patients’ lives,
some for the third
generation. They
welcome all ages
of children from birth through
adolescence. A few benefits of their
Their office is located at 1062 North
practice are:
Cherry Street. For more information on
-The office is open from 8am to 5pm The
office does not close during lunchtime and Tulare Pediatric Group, call 686-3824 or
visit tularepediatrics.com.
is available to make appointments or to
pick up forms, prescriptions, etc.

Your Opinion Matters
By Donnette Silva Carter, IOM
Chief Executive Officer

In the days of the digital age we have found that,
while providing an electronic newsletter is an effective way to
get information out and quickly, there are still those who prefer
to have the hard copy version that’s tried and true. Your
opinion matters, and we agree that a more traditional
newsletter has great value, so this month we introduce the
printed Tulare Connection!
As you peruse this issue, we hope you’ll be excited to
find beneficial information such as: legislation impacting your
business operation; event updates that remind you of the
value of sponsoring and attending; spotlights on businesses,
partners, and leadership; highlights of upcoming community
and business activities hosted by our members; handy
calendar reminders; governmental affairs and leadership
briefs; and, so much more to keep you updated.
The introduction of Tulare Connection is of further
value to our members, and others reading the online version,
who wish to market their businesses. Ad space is available in

order to help you in reaching our readers. If you’re interested in
the opportunities that exist, I encourage you to contact Darcy
Phillips, Marketing & Events Director at the Chamber. In addition
to reviewing the advertising program, Darcy can also fill you in
on content submission as we want to help share your business
and non-profit news. On a final note of the newsletter subject,
yes we will be accepting flyer inserts. We’ve heard you have
missed promoting your events and businesses using this type of
communication, so it’s back as well.
The opinion of our members goes beyond the Tulare
Connection. We want to hear about other valued added
programs you might like to see offered by the Tulare Chamber
of Commerce. Our organization is here to assist businesses with
start-up, growth, and sustainability; it is here to connect business
and community; it is here to link business with education; and,
most important, it’s here to be the champion for business and
community. We look forward to hearing your thoughts, and to
helping you prosper. Thank you for your membership.

Measures that Threaten (cont’d from page 1)
•

Worsen Housing Crisis
California’s notorious housing shortage contributes to many
social ills, including poverty, long commutes, air pollution,
and flight of middle class jobs and job seekers. Tenant
advocates, backed by the head of the Los Angeles AIDS
Healthcare Foundation, are circulating a proposal that
would exacerbate this shortage by repealing long-standing
limitations on rent control. Far from alleviating the housing
shortage, this proposal would simply allow local politicians to
benefit some existing renters at the expense of future renters
and homeowners. (CalChamber opposes*)
Regulate Industries
• A measure purporting to improve consumer control over
personal internet privacy promises to be among the
hardest fought and most expensive ballot battles.
A San Francisco investor proposes requiring
businesses to provide to consumers upon request a copy of
any personal information it has accumulated and allows
consumers to opt out of any or all collection of their
personal information—even if not personally identifiable. This
measure undermines widespread business models in the
industry and likely will reduce many services now available
to internet users. (CalChamber opposes*)

•

United Healthcare Workers is also soliciting signatures for
a measure to establish price controls for privately
operated kidney dialysis treatment. Intended to create
leverage on dialysis clinics to increase unionized staff,
passage of the measure would increase overall costs by
shifting dialysis treatments from clinics to more expensive
venues
like
emergency
rooms
or
hospitals.
(CalChamber opposes*)

Stall Economic Development
For more than two decades, excise taxes on California
gasoline and diesel remained flat, contributing to the erosion of
purchasing power of those tax revenues and creating a
backlog of maintenance and operational improvements for
roads and highways. In 2017, the Legislature and Governor
agreed on a $5 billion annual boost in transportation revenues
to repair roads and bridges and add capacity in some of the
most congested corridors.
A San Diego politician has proposed repealing the
excise tax increases and subjecting future increases to
statewide voter approval, which would freeze in place
hundreds of planned transportation improvements throughout
California, without a plausible replacement revenue stream.
Disrupt State Governance
A Silicon Valley millionaire is again attempting to qualify
a measure to break apart California, this time into three
separate states, centered on the Bay Area, Greater Los Angeles
and San Diego/Orange County, with the rural area divided
among the new states.
The new states would obviously create new and
unpredictable winners and losers—economically, socially and
politically. Rather than working to knit the fabric of our state
more tightly together, this proposal would tear it apart.
Initiative proponents will begin submitting petitions to counties in
May for signature verification. It is not too soon to begin
educating affected business and industry leaders about the
consequences of these proposals.
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2018 Chamber
Board of Directors
Renee Soto

Chair
State Farm Insurance - Renee Soto

Kevin Mooney

Chair Elect
Morris Levin & Son

Kelsey Jones,

Community Impact Partners

Investing in programs for economic and community prosperity
——Diamond——

——Platinum——

Immediate Past Chair
Educational Employees Credit Union

Mike Watson,

Vice Chair of Finance
Golden State Paint & Body, Inc.

Jack Ramsey

Vice-Chair of Membership
AltSys Solar

——Gold——

Karen Bravo

Land O'Lakes Inc.

Pam Chiaramonte

Chiaramonte Construction & Plumbing

——Silver——

Ken Dodson
Civic Minded

Lisa Garcia

Triple V Cattle

Danny Giotto

Giotto's Alarm Tech

Lee Ann Hakl

International Agri-Center
FROST INC.

Kathleen Johnson
Rosa Brothers

Evan Orgeron
TF Tire & Service

Graciela Soto-Perez

Altura Centers for Health

Lucy Van Sycoc

If you would like more information on the marketing opportunities
available to our Community Impact Partners, please call the Chamber
at 686-1547 or email teresa@tularechamber.org.

TJUHSD

General Counsel

Dennis Mederos

Mederos, Soares & Ormonde

Chamber Staff
Donnette Silva Carter

Chief Executive Officer
Donnette@tularechamber.org

AD SPACE AVAILABLE
Market your
business in the Tulare
Connection.
Call 686-1547 or email
darcy@tularechamber.org.

Teresa Menezes

Director of Community Partnerships
Teresa@tularechamber.org

Darcy Phillips

Director of Marketing & Events
darcy@tularechamber.org

Jackie Yniguez

Information Coordinator
info@tularechamber.org

Tulare Chamber of Commerce
220 East Tulare Avenue
Tulare, CA 93274
PO Box 1435
Tulare, CA 93275
(559)686-1547 |(559)686-4915 fax
www.tularechamber.org
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