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Independent Contractor Legislation Moves;
CalChamber, Coalition Seek More Changes
By Jennifer Berrera

Representing the Interests of Business
with Government
Providing Business Engagement
Opportunities

Legislation that makes a start toward restoring flexibility for
numerous individuals working as independent contractors
has moved from the Assembly to the Senate.
The California Chamber of Commerce and a broadbased coalition are continuing to seek amendments to
AB 5 (Gonzalez; D-San Diego). The bill exempts certain
industries/professions from the application of an April 2018
California Supreme Court ruling that upended the test for
determining who is an independent contractor—
Dynamex Operations West v. Superior
Court.
As AB 5 passed the Assembly on May
29, the workers it exempts from the
Dynamex decision are: doctors,
insurance agents, securities brokers,
direct sellers, realtors, barbers, hair stylists, and listed
professionals with degrees/licensing, including lawyers,
accountants, engineers, architects, marketing specialists,
and human resources administrators.
The CalChamber and coalition support AB 5 if amended.
They appreciate AB 5’s recognition that the Dynamex
decision is not one size fits all, and agree the professions
identified in the May 24 version of the bill should be
exempted.
But the Legislature should not stop with selecting just a
few professions and not others similarly situated. The
CalChamber and coalition are seeking additional
amendments that provide a more progressive and holistic
approach to the application of Dynamex that reflects
today’s modern workforce.

Promoting the Community
More
Amendments
Needed
In their May 28 letter to the Assembly, the CalChamber and
coalition call for additional amendments to AB 5:
• A broader exemption for professionals. Besides the
professionals AB 5 currently exempts, others who are
similarly situated also should be exempted, such as
therapists, speech interpreters and translators, court
reporters, and scientists.
These and other individuals who have
advanced degrees or are licensed by the
state
perform
work as
individual
contractors and want to maintain that
status. These individuals choose their own
hours, projects, and rate of pay.
• A broader exemption for individuals who, like direct
sellers, prefer to control their own schedules. Direct sellers
control their own schedules with regard to the days and
hours they work and make their own decisions as to whom
they sell products.
Numerous other independent contractors enjoy this same
control and flexibility and should be able to maintain their
status as independent contractors, including: newspaper
distributors, drivers in the gig economy, taxi cab drivers,
truck drivers, consultants, travel agents, repair persons,
videographers, caterers, freelance writers, photographers,
musicians, and graphic designers.
• A business-to-business exemption. Any sole proprietor,
SEE DYNAMEX PAGE 4

The local homeless issue is complex, but organizations and
individuals in Tulare are committed to finding a solution to
help the homeless and alleviate the problems associated
with homelessness. Unfortunately, the solution, or solutions
are as complex as the issue.
The City of Tulare established an Ad Hoc Committee on
Homelessness after the Chamber and the City copresented a Town Hall meeting in late January. The
Committee is made up of representatives from
government, business, public safety, education, the
Chamber, faith-based
organizations, the
Tulare
Downtown Association and at large members. All are
working collaboratively to address the issue of
homelessness in Tulare.
Most recently the group
established nine subcommittees to address specific areas
from mental health, to workforce development, interests

of business, etc. These groups are headed by Ad Hoc
Committee members and include others who have
expressed an interest in being part of the solution.
The Ad Hoc Committee has encountered barriers that
many
community
members
might
not
be
aware. Although removing the homeless from a park
may seem easy, it is not. The State has passed laws to
protect the homeless.
Sleeping is viewed as a
fundamental
right
which
the
homeless
are
entitled. Without a low-barrier shelter (one that does not
place very many requirements on guests), the homeless
don’t have a place to sleep. Therefore, they have the
right to sleep in parks. Consequently the hands of law
enforcement and the City are tied and the homeless
cannot be removed from City areas.
SEE HOMELESS PAGE 2

City AdHoc Committee Works to Remedy Homelessness

Governmental
Affairs Committee
CDBG Funds

Patrick Isherwood
Governmental Affairs Chair
The City of Tulare will be hosting workshops in July to engage
community input on the use of HUD Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) funding. The City of Tulare estimates a total of
$3,250,000 in CDBG awards to the City over the next five years. With
your help, the City will identify “the needs and priorities to how federal
funds will be used on City wide issues”. Is this an important issue? You
bet it is. These funds can help support community projects, non-profit
organizations, and development.
The CDBG funds have target populations and require specific
qualifications, but do provide grants to help a non-profit with a new
roof, build a community center, or provide additional programming. If
you feel your neighborhood needs sidewalks and additional public
services, these are the concerns and ideas to share with the City. The
objectives of the CDBG funds are to assist with “providing decent
housing, sustainable living environment, and promote economic
development
that
benefit
low
and
moderate-income
persons”. Economic development support can be through softmoney contributions that help with infrastructure for development
projects. CDBG funds have a role through many faucets in funding
community improvements.
Community workshops will take place on July 2nd, July 11th, and July
17th where you can present your thoughts for community
improvement. Feel free to reach out to Margie Perez at the City of
Tulare mperez@tulare.ca.gov to learn the specifics.
The GAC Committee meets on the second Monday of the month at
Apple Annie’s Restaurant at 12:00pm. All members are welcome.

Homeless (cont’d pg 1)
Community members, Ron Smith and Gerald Benton, are chairing the
subcommittee to create a low-barrier shelter in Tulare. This would be a
step towards getting the homeless off of the streets as well as
preventing the homeless from taking up residence in community
areas. The hope is that it would also encourage the homeless to take
advantage of various services to assist them in their mental health,
substance abuse, unemployment, and other challenges.
The Business Interests subcommittee is co-chaired by John Harman
(Tulare Downtown Association) and Donnette Silva Carter (Tulare
Chamber) and includes local business owners. Both of the entities
receive comments from businesses on the issues encountered due to
homelessness. The goal is to come up with a plan of action to assist
businesses in dealing with the negatives issues while supporting an
overall plan to reduce homelessness in Tulare.
The City is proactively seeking grants and submitting applications to
access much-needed funds to support local efforts. Additionally, the
committee and its representatives are working to collaborate with all
area agencies related to homelessness. This is beneficial not only for
the knowledge and relationships this provides, but also provides a
greater base to appeal for funding. Meetings of the Ad Hoc
Committee the past few months have provided a forum to share
information on existing programs of service so residents can become
more aware of what already is in place. Also, residents have been
able to voice their concerns and possible ideas for solutions.
Councilmember Terry Sayre (Chair of the committee) estimates she
spends one to three hours a day working on homelessness. She
commented, “As a committee we are aware of the issues and we
want them solved as quickly as possible. The only way to get this done
is to work together.”
The City of Tulare is being proactive to the extent allowable by
governing law and codes. Part of the Rails to Trails will be closed to
repair damage caused by homelessness. Repairs will also be made to
Centennial Park. Law enforcement is responsive to citizen and
business complaints and encourages people to share information on
issues encountered. A collaborative effort to resolve the challenges
and seek solutions, small and large, is
PAGE 2 encouraged.

Leadership
Tulare
Program Wrap-Up
By Fernanda Rocha
Rabobank

Leadership
Tulare
closed out its year with
a Year in Review Day
Session that was held in
the Chamber Trade
Room coordinated by
Donnette Silva Carter,
Tulare
Chamber
of
Commerce CEO and
Darcy Phillips, Director of
Marketing & Events for the Tulare Chamber of
Commerce who was this year’s Leadership Tulare
Facilitator.
The objectives for this particular day session were
to identify learnings from the Leadership Tulare
experience, list leadership gains during the year,
describe progress in achieving personal leadership
vision and to describe intended leadership roles
for the future.
The session started with a warm and fun welcome
by Donnette which consisted of party hats and
party horns. That seemed to get everyone going
into a positive and enjoyable day! We then
discussed the graduation that was to be held later
on in the day.
We went over the graduation
program and what was to be expected for the
evening. I can honestly say it was a bittersweet
moment for all of us, happy to have finally
completed the program, but sad at the same
time seeing it come to an end.
The class then completed a Year in Review
questionnaire which had us all discuss parts of the
year, for example, what did we enjoy most, what
was the highlight, what did I learn about myself
this year, if we were to start the Leadership Tulare
program again what would we do and what did
we learn from each other. We broke out into
small groups to discuss a few of those questions
and came back together to go over our
answers. It was an amazing experience hearing
everyone’s answers and how much we have
grown throughout the year.
This year’s Leadership Tulare was, IS, an amazing
experience. Speaking for myself, and knowing
that I will have my classmates backing me up on
this, we are not the same class that started back
in September at Orientation. Many of us thought
this experience was one thing, but surprisingly and
wonderfully it turned out to be something
completely different.
I don’t know who to
“blame” or who to “give credit” to, but what I do
know is that I thank each and every one of my
classmates, MY FRIENDS, for this awesome
experience.
Each and every one of them
opened up and committed to this journey and it
showed right from Retreat to Graduation.
Thank you Donnette and Darcy for our last day
session. You two are amazing and the Chamber
and the City of Tulare are blessed to have
you! And I truly want to thank from the bottom of
my heart, MY FRIENDS, Margie, Margarita, Richard,
Daniel, Sean, Broc, Cosmo and Dave. Thank you
for your commitment, your friendship, your
leadership, your openness, your kindness and your
SENSE OF HUMOR! I will cherish this and all of you
for the rest of my life. Muito Obrigada!

Ambassador
Spotlight

Community Impact
Partner Spotlight

Efrain Martin

Mederos, Soares, Ormonde & Rascon

Rabobank

Efrain Martin was born and raised in Visalia where he still
resides with his wife, Celine. The couple will soon welcome
their first child, a daughter who will be named Emma. Efrain
attended Fresno State and received his Bachelor’s Degree in
Liberal Arts. After working in the education field for a few
years, he decided that he wanted to educate and work with
people on their finances instead. He has been working in the
banking field for over 10 years where he has held multiple
positions. Efrain joined Rabobank in 2015 and enjoys the
company’s encouragement to participate and invest in the
community. In his spare time, Efrain enjoys camping and
traveling with his friends and family.

Member Spotlight
Daley Homes

Daley Homes, based in Tulare, has been
helping build beautiful homes and
neighborhoods in the San Joaquin Valley
for over 50 years. The company was
founded in 1971 and has been building
quality homes ever since. The family
owned company also specializes in
rental communities.
Daley Homes is committed to working with its client’s visions
and needs to provide great service, and help buyers
build the house of their dreams. Currently, Daley
Homes has subdivisions with lots available in Tulare,
Visalia, Hanford, Lemoore, and Corcoran. Each
prospective homeowner has the opportunity to
choose from over a dozen floor plans that can be
placed upon a lot of choice. Additionally, and
unique to Daley homes, home buyers also have the
option to personalize homes by moving interior and
exterior walls, redesigning kitchens and master
bathrooms, and choosing the colors that they like. This is
why so many families choose a Daley Home.

The
law
firm
of
Mederos,
Soares,
Ormonde & Rascon’s
(MSO&R) roots date
back to January 1954.
At that time, then
Judge Ward Rush commenced a partnership with a
young attorney from the Tulare/Kings Counties area by
the name of Joseph L. Soares. In September of 1960,
the new office opened at 791 North Cherry, where it
remains today.
The current partners of the firm are Dennis A. Mederos,
Joseph
F.
Soares,
Brandon
M.
Ormonde
and Erika L. Rascon. Mr. Mederos joined the firm as an
attorney in 1980, Mr. Soares as an attorney in
2002, Mr. Ormonde as law clerk in 2008 and then as an
attorney in 2010, and Ms. Rascon as a law clerk
in 2014 and as an attorney in 2016. All four attended
schools in the City of Tulare and are actively
involved in the community.
The law firm of MSO&R maintains a general practice of
the law with an emphasis in the agricultural field. The
law firm prides itself in being able to serve the whole
community including family and friends. The firm has
been in existence for over 65 years serving the greater
Tulare area and beyond. MSO&R has been recognized
by the Chamber as the 2005 Small Business of the
Year and has served as legal counsel to the
Chamber for over 20 years.
To learn more about the firm, visit
tulareesq.com or call (559) 686-3861.

SPOTLIGHTS

There is more to Daley Homes than just home building. They
also manage rental communities in Tulare, Visalia, Lemoore,
and Hanford.
The mission of Daley Homes is to provide customers with quality
service that they can count on. This is accomplished by
putting clients first and working with them through every step
of the process. With this philosophy, the Daley family will be
building and renting homes in the San Joaquin Valley for years
to come. For more information on building a home or renting a
home, visit daleyhomes.com or call (559) 686-1761.

Connect With Elected Officials
Governmental
Affairs Committee
Monday, July 8
12:00pm
Apple Annie’s

Senator Shannon Grove’s
Representative
Monday, July 8
10:30am-12:00pm
Chamber
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CHAMBER CALENDAR
July 2

Ribbon Cutting, 10:00am
Triangle Drive In Burgers
Tulare City Council Meeting, 7:00pm
1330 E. Tulare Avenue, Tulare
July 3 The Kiwanis Club of Tulare Fireworks
Extravaganza, 6:00pm
Tulare County Fairgrounds
June 8 Senator Shannon Grove’s Representative at
Chamber, 10:30am-12:00pm
Governmental Affairs Committee, 12:00pm
Apple Annie’s Restaurant
July 9 Ambassador Committee Meeting, 8:00am
Ribbon Cutting, 9:00am
TidBits of Visalia & Tulare
Tulare Chamber of Commerce
July 10 Ribbon Cutting, 10:00am
Tulare Golf Course
5300 Laspina Street
July 11 Leadership Tulare Information Meeting, 12:00pm
Tulare Chamber of Commerce
July 16 Ribbon Cutting, 5:00pm
Cohn & Swartzon, P.C., a
Professional Law Corp.
131 E Kern Ave., Suite H
Tulare City Council Meeting,
7:00pm
SAVE THE DATE
Sep 20 Crush Party

JOIN US!

Dynamex (cont’d pg 1)

partnership, LLC, LLP, or corporation should be able to contract with another lawful business to provide services, despite
whether the services provided are within the “usual course of business.”
For example, a restaurant that contracts with a delivery company to deliver its food each week should be able to
maintain that contract.
• The ability to subcontract for short-term projects. One of the main reasons companies use independent contractors is
to fulfill a demand for a short-term project. Even though the company may have a full workforce, an unexpected order
or contract may require immediate, extra workers to satisfy the project deadline. “Hiring up” in such a scenario does not
make sense for either the company or the individual.
For example, the devastating wildfires in Northern California created an immediate need for additional independent
owners/operators of trucks that could assist in hauling debris, as well as transporting tools and supplies.
Dynamex Test
Under Dynamex, the court presumes that a worker is an employee unless an individual satisfies all three factors of the
ABC Test:
A. That the worker is free from the control and direction of the hiring entity in connection with the performance of the
work, both under the contract for the performance of the work and in fact;
B. That the worker performs work that is outside the usual course of the hiring entity’s business; and
C. That the worker is customarily engaged in an independently established trade, occupation, or business of the same
nature as the work performed.
The “B” prong of the test is the most problematic because many independent contractors work in the same line of
business as the hiring entity.
Action Needed
The CalChamber is urging members to ask their Senate representatives to encourage the author of AB 5 to work with the
business community to further amend her bill to protect the opportunity for millions of Californians to maintain their
careers.
Failing to further amend AB 5 with the additional exemptions requested by the CalChamber and coalition has the
potential to eliminate the vast majority of independent contractors in California. This not only hurts the business model of
a broad swath of industries and billions of venture capital dollars that are increasingly invested in businesses, but also
hinders California as a national leader in the innovation economy.
AB 5 awaits assignment to a policy committee in the Senate.
More information is available at the I’m Independent Coalition website, imindependent.co.
PAGE 4

Mid-Year Update…
What Has Your
Chamber Done
Lately
By Donnette Silva Carter, IOM
Tulare Chamber of
Commerce CEO

I never cease to be amazed by how fast time
flies! The first six months of 2019 have been a
whirlwind of activity here at your Tulare Chamber
of Commerce. It’s been busy times as we have
worked diligently (staff and volunteers combined)
to create a strong local economy, promote the
community, represent the interests of business with
government, and provide business engagement
opportunities. All of what we do of course, is part
of our members’ return on their investment in the
Chamber’s comprehensive program of work. As
you read on, you’ll find a few highlights of what
we’ve been up to since January.
Networking… Promoting Tulare… Impacting the
Economy… Celebrating Business… Advocacy
Over 8,000 people engagements at Business After
Hours, workshops, special events, ribbon cuttings,
and more.
Celebrated new businesses, new members, and
groundbreakings at 18 events.

Reviewed and weighed in on a variety of
legislation from job creators to job killers to wildfire
protections and the rights of independent
contractors.
Began tackling the homelessness issue with the co
-presentation of a town hall meeting and
subsequent support of the City’s Ad Hoc
Committee on Homelessness.
Worked to create new jobs and new offerings for
Tulare through connections with small business
start-ups, large business opportunities, and
recruitment at International Council of Shopping
Centers RECON.

Promoted businesses at the Annual Business Expo,
Annual Banquet, and Salute to Dairy; online on
the website and through social media; and in the
newsletter and eblasts.
Provided business counseling and workshop
education services to assist businesses to thrive.
Promoted Tulare through our Sequoia Tourism
Council – travel shows and World Ag Expo booths,
the visitor guide, direct mails, and social media.
Prepared our future workforce through youth
events with our education partners.
Strengthened the Chamber’s Voice of Business by
growing the organization’s membership with over
170 new members.
The time did indeed fly by since the beginning of
the year, and this is only a snap-shot of activity.
The saying ‘Time flies when you’re having fun’ –
YES, that’s true here at the Chamber, because we
have fun every day that we get to serve as
Tulare’s Catalyst for business growth, Convener of
leaders, and Champion for a thriving community!

TICKETS
ON
SALE

Finance Your Company’s
Export Working Capital
and Fixed Asset Needs
By Andy Seeto
US Small Business Administration

When export sales begin to grow,
will your company have the
working capital needed to stay
ahead of the increasing
demand? It’s critical to find a
banking partner that is
comfortable with your exporting focus. But lenders are often
hesitant to give borrowers credit for export A/R and foreign
orders. Meanwhile, companies often find it necessary to expand
their plant and add customized equipment to satisfy foreign
markets. So exporters can find themselves in a credit squeeze as
their exports grow.
US Small Business Administration (SBA) has developed a special
suite of enhanced loan guarantees to help assure lenders can
support their exporting customers as they grow the international
side of their business.
· Export Working Capital Program – SBA guarantees lines of credit
up to $5 million for exporter working capital needs. 90% guaranties
are provided, compared to the usual 75% for non-export
lines. Loans can be for either pre-export or post-export financing,
transaction-based or asset-based.

· International Trade Loan – SBA guarantees commercial loans up
to $5 million for fixed assets, working capital, or debt refinancing
projects that will improve the competitive position of the exporting
business. 90% guaranties are provided, compared to the usual
75% for non-export projects.
· Export Express – SBA developed this fast-track approval program
for participating lenders on loans for exporters up to $500,000. 7590% guarantees are provided, compared to the standard “SBA
Express” program (which offers only 50% guarantees capped at
$350,000).
To use these tools, contact your local SBA office – Fresno SBA
District Office – or ask your lender about SBA export loan
guarantees.

Grants to share in some of the costs of international market
development.
Government grants to private firms are a rarity, but exporting is
important enough to the future of the US economy that there are
few highly targeted matching grant programs to help defray some
of the cost of attending international trade shows and similar
export market development endeavors.
State Trade Expansion Program (STEP). Using funds from SBA, staterun STEP programs provide matching grants to businesses to
reimburse firms for their export development activities, such as
export readiness training, attending trade shows, and participating
in trade missions. To find your state’s STEP program, google “STEP
grant” and your state’s name – e.g., in California, see https://
californiaexport.org/
Market Access Program (MAP).
Funded by USDA Foreign
Agricultural Service, four “State Regional Trade Groups” make
matching grants under a “FundMatch Program” of up to $300,000
to US firms exporting goods with a majority US agricultural
commodity content (by weight) to pay for overseas marketing
efforts, such as trade shows. Each group serves a region of the US
– Western US Ag Trade Assn (www.wusata.org), Southern US Trade
Assn (www.susta.org), or Food Export Midwest and Northeast
(www.foodexport.org).

Crush Party
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RIBBON CUTTINGS Promoting Business & Community

TDES’s 100th Anniversary

Congratulations to the T.D.E.S. organization for 100 years
of success and for continuing important Portuguese
traditions and celebrations passed down through
generations! To learn more about the organization, its
events, or rental facilities, visit the T.D.E.S. Portuguese Hall
of Tulare on Facebook or call (559) 331-1835.

The Real Mooney Grove
Project, Inc.

Congratulations to The Real Mooney Grove Project Inc.
members for hosting a ribbon cutting celebrating the
100th Anniversary of “The Veteran’s Freedom Bridge”
located in the park. The Real Mooney Grove Project Inc.
is a non-profit organization established to help erect,
maintain, and restore public parks, including historic
Mooney Grove Park established in 1909. To get involved,
email trmgpinc@yahoo.com.

McDonald’s on Cross

The newly renovated McDonald’s on Cross Street
celebrated with a ribbon cutting and a separate grand
opening. The modernized facility boasts a comfortable
eating space for guests. The restaurant is located at 108
East Cross and can be reached at (559) 688-6169.

Pilot - Flying J Travel Center

The beautiful new Pilot-Flying J Travel Center is now open
on the south west corner of Paige and Blackstone. The
travel center has fresh made Cinnabons, a deli,
Wendy’s restaurant, a large convenience store, gifts,
and other items truck drivers and travelers may need.
Additionally, customers will find showers, a laundry
facility, and a lounge for truck drivers. Call (559) 6860206 or visit pilotflyingj.com for more information.

Tulare Chamber’s 135th
Anniversary

The Tulare Chamber of Commerce celebrated 135 years
of advocating for, and engaging in, efforts to
encourage economic opportunity and business
prosperity. The Chamber and its predecessor, the Tulare
Board of Trade, have played a vital role in partnering to
shape the business community and championing efforts
to continually enhance Tulare.
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THANK YOU MAY
LOYAL RENEWING
MEMBERS
Enhanced Member
Morris Levin & Son Hardware
Members
Becky Peichoto HealthMarkets
Insurance Services
Curtimade Dairy, Inc.
Daley Enterprises
Domino's Pizza
FairField Inn & Suites
Fernjo Farms
Hampton Inn & Suites
Kiwanis Club of Tulare (Noon)
La Quinta Inn & Suites Tulare
Lagomarsino Group
Law Offices of Michael J. Lampe
Marie Pinto & Associates
MAS Auto Center
Media Solutions, Inc
Palm Occupational Medicine &
Walk In Clinic
Rosa Brothers Milk Company
Sozinho Realty
Salvation Army Tulare Silvercrest
Teresa Menezes
Tulare City School District
Tulare Irrigation District
Tulare Pediatric Group
Tulare Senior Services, Inc.
Van Beek Brothers' Dairy
Vinod K. Gupta, MD,

MEMBER NEWS

The Kiwanis Club of Tulare will host the 3rd of July Fireworks Extravaganza at the
Tulare County Fairgrounds. Gates open at 6:00pm. Admission is $5 and parking is
as well. Children 5 and under are free.
The City of Tulare wants to hear about the community’s greatest needs at one of
the upcoming community workshops. With your help, the City will identify the
needs and priorities, for the 2020-2024 HUD five-year Consolidated Plan and
determine how federal funds will be used on city wide issues such as: providing
decent affordable housing, infrastructure, homelessness, public services, and
community and economic development needs. In addition, your input will help
develop the federally-required Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing - the
planning document for providing equal housing opportunities. Meetings will be
held at the Tulare Public Library on July 2nd at 5:30pm, the Tulare Chamber of
Commerce on July 11th at 5:30pm and at Roosevelt School on July 17th at
5:30pm. Community members unable to attend a meeting can complete a
survey
at
www.tulare.ca.gov/departments/community-development/
development-services/housing-cdbg-services. For additional details, contact
Margie Perez at mperez@tulare.ca.gov or (559) 684-4256.
The Roox Agency hosts Viva Tulare on Friday nights in Downtown Tulare. For
more information call (661)809-6900.
Encore Theatre will present Hairspray July 5-7, and July 9-13. Visit encoretulare.org
for additional information and tickets.
After two years, Grandma’s House Preschool’s vision and goals for a high-quality
preschool was validated by the Tulare County Early Childhood Department’s
Early Stars Program. Tulare County awarded Grandma’s House with its highest
ranking, “5 STAR Preschool Program”. The program was designed by Mrs. Flora
Johnson and Catherine Kemp, a preschool mentor assigned by the College of
the Sequoias. The program is for preschool students ages 2-6.
Encore Theatre will be hosting auditions for The Servant of Two Masters by Carlo
Goldoni and adapted by David Turner and Paul Lapworth on August 5th, 6th,
and 7th at 6:00pm for mature high school students through adults. Bring
comfortable clothes to play improv games. Show dates will be in October 2019.
An informational meeting will he held for Encore’s youth programs, Encore Kids
and Stages, on Monday August 19th at 5:30pm. Contact Susan at (559)289-2994
for more information.
Proud to Wear Pink, a fundraiser of the Tulare Hospital Foundation, will be held on
July 13th for cancer awareness. The event will feature exhibitors, vendors, dinner,
a fashion show, entertainment, a keynote speaker, and a designer purse live
auction. Tickets are available at the Foundation office located at
906 N. Cherry Street and in the gift shop at Adventist Hospital
Tulare. For more information, call (559) 685-3438.

MEMBERS

Share Your News! If you have something you would like included in Member
News, please email your information (75 words or less) to Darcy Phillips,
Director of Marketing and Events, at darcy@tularechamber.org by the 10th
of the prior month. Please put “Member News” in the subject line. The
Chamber reserves the right to edit content. Add events to the Tulare
Community Calendar at tularechamber.org.

May
New Members
Grapevine MSP

IT Managed Services
2251 Orpheus Ct.
Bakersfield, CA 93308
(661) 377-2992

TidBits of Visalia &
Tulare

June Business After Hours
Premier Real Estate hosted the June Business After
Hours Mixer and featured many of the businesses
that work with the agency. The food was delicious
and hospitality, spectacular!
To learn about the
agents and services Premier Real Estate provides,
call (559) 684-1400, visit them at 1126 Leland Avenue,
or view their website at premierrealestate.net.

Publishing & Printing
2345 Beech Ave., Ste.
3002
Visalia, CA 93277
(559) 547-5508
tidbitsweekly.com/
publisher/visalia

Extra Caring Homecare, LLC
Home Health Services
(559) 366-7987
Extracaringhomecare.com
McDonald’s—Cross Ave.
Restaruant
108 E. Cross Ave.
Tulare, CA 93274
(559) 688-6169
Mcdonalds.com
Sarmad Said, MD—
Cardiologist
Physician
938 N. Cherry St.
Tulare, CA 93274
(559) 686-3481
Vmchealth.com.com
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2019 Chamber
Board of Directors
Kevin Mooney

Chair
Morris Levin & Son

Community Impact Partners

Evan Orgeron

Investing in programs for economic and community prosperity

Lee Ann Hakl

Vice Chair of Finance
International Agri-Center

Jack Ramsey

Vice-Chair of Membership
AltSys Solar

Diamond

Chair Elect
TF Tire & Service

Kelsey Jones

Past Chair
State Farm Insurance - Renee Soto

Karen Bravo

Gold

Renee Soto

Platinum

Secretary
Educational Employees Credit Union

Land O'Lakes Inc.

Pam Chiaramonte

Chiaramonte Construction & Plumbing

Andy Daniels

Frank’s Automotive Repair

Danny Giotto

Freddie Gonzalez
Galaxy Theatres

B.R. Frost Company

Silver

Giotto's Alarm Tech

Shauna Guerrero
Rabobank

Kathleen Johnson

Rosa Brothers Milk Company

Graciela Soto-Perez
Lucy Van Scyoc
TJUHSD

Brian Thoburn

Southern California Edison

Bronze

Altura Centers for Health

Chukchansi Gold Resort & Casino | Coyote Entertainment Center | Cream of the Crop
Custom Almonds | GAR Tootelian, Inc. | Gainsborough Studio
Lionsgate Construction | Madero Dairy Systems | Pilot-Flying J Travel Center
Mid-Valley Disposal | River Valley Church | Roche Oil
State Farm Insurance-Renee Soto | US Cold Storage

Chamber Staff
Donnette Silva Carter

Chief Executive Officer
Donnette@tularechamber.org

Darcy Phillips

Director of Marketing & Events
Darcy@tularechamber.org

Jackie Yniguez

Information Coordinator
info@tularechamber.org

Erika Rascon

Legal Counsel
Mederos, Soares, Ormonde & Rascon

Patrick Isherwood

Governmental Affairs Committee Chair

Susan Henard

Ambassador Chair
River Valley Church

Tulare Chamber of
Commerce

220 East Tulare Avenue
PO Box 1435
Tulare, CA 93275
(559)686-1547
(559)686-4915 fax
www.tularechamber.org

Community Impact Partners receive
additional marketing opportunities. If you
would like more information on being a
Community Impact Partner, please call
Teresa at 686-1547.
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