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Business Expo Planned for
April 16 - Reserve Your
Spot Now!
The Tulare Chamber of Commerce invites the community
to attend Business Expo 2020 on Thursday, April 16th.
Buying local keeps residents employed, local schools
funded, public safety strong, and has multiple other
positive effects on the community. The expo will bring
businesses from the area together under one roof to
showcase their products and services. Attendees will see
the wide variety of goods and services local businesses
offer, which makes buying local easy and in turn keeps the
economy strong.
Business Expo 2020 will be held on Thursday, April 16th from
5:30 to 7:30pm at the International Agri-Center Heritage
Complex. Admission is free and the event is sponsored in
part by Adventist Health Tulare, Altura Centers for Health,
Family HealthCare Network, Land O’Lakes, and the
International Agri-Center. To reserve a booth space,
please contact the Tulare Chamber of Commerce at
(559) 686-1547 or visit www.tularechamber.org.

Oh, What a Relief It Isn’t—
AB 5 and the B2B
Exemption
By Laura Curtis, CalChamber

The new law governing independent contracting, AB 5,
includes what can be described as a business-to-business
(B2B) exemption. But a close examination of the actual
language shows that the B2B exemption is virtually
inoperable.
The author of AB 5 consistently states that the B2B carveout provides relief to freelancers and sole proprietors to
continue operating in the state and not be subject to AB
5’s ABC test. However, even if a service provider can
establish that it meets all of the factors, misclassification
liability on the hiring entity is so great that no one wants to
take the risk (misclassification liability may include unpaid
minimum wage, overtime, meal and rest breaks, unpaid
Federal, State and local income tax, Private Attorneys
General Act penalties, unpaid sick time, unpaid work
related expenses, workers’ compensation premiums, and
unemployment compensation, just to name a few).
To qualify for the B2B exemption, the contracting business
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Creating a Strong Local Economy
Representing the Interests of Business
with Government

Providing Business Engagement
Opportunities

Ready or Not
Promoting the Community
Here it
Comes—State
Groundwater Regulation
by Valerie Nera, Policy Advocate
CalChamber

January 31, 2020 marks
the
first
time
in
California’s history that
groundwater
will
be
regulated. Twenty-one
critically
over-drafted
groundwater basins must submit detailed plans showing how
they will reach sustainability by 2040. The plans must include
ways to monitor groundwater on a day-to-day basis, short-term,
seasonal, and year long. Sustainability generally means
eliminating the overdraft in the basin and then not drawing out
more water than is being taken in. Basins are replenished from
winter flood water, water from recharge basins, rivers and
streams, and rain.
While many Groundwater Planning Agencies have submitted or
are ready to submit their plans, several will have to scramble to
make the deadline. The more complicated basins, those with
many sub basins, have multiple agencies that must plan
together and submit a comprehensive plan. Closely watching
the process are the high and medium priority basins who must
submit plans in 2022.
Unlike other states, California did not have a system for
regulating
groundwater
pumping
until
2014
when
the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) was
signed into law. Prior to SGMA, management generally had
been in the form of plans developed by local agencies that
focused primarily on information gathering. Overlying
landowners, including agricultural users, domestic well owners,
and other groundwater users, pumped without having to obtain
government approvals.
SGMA lays out how the state will achieve sustainable
groundwater basins. It requires local public agencies with water
supply, management, and land use obligations to form planning
agencies and then develop sustainability plans for submission to
the Department of Water Resources (DWR) who can accept
them or ask for changes. The plans can also be referred to the
State Water Resources Control Board for intervention if the plans
are unlikely to succeed and need major revisions. Worst case
scenario, the state may have to step in to settle disputes over
local rights.
Water (cont’d pg 6)

Governmental
Affairs
Committee

Ribbon Cuttings

Patrick Isherwood,
Governmental Affairs
Chair
Our local City is an amazing place! It is
where hard problems breed innovation
and where collaboration supports a
diversity of opinions, and where solutions
are ultimately rooted in distinct local
preferences. Our community is not
without challenges, but they are at their
best when policies reflect the values of
those who live and work here.
Over the past few years, however, the
National League of Cities (NLC) has
documented the misuse and abuse of
“preemption, where the state removes
local authority over policymaking,
effectively short-circuiting the dynamism
of local government.” Preemption
occurs when a higher level of
government supersedes the authority of
lower levels. State interference has
targeted ordinances passed by City
Councils and has overturned local
referendums, ignoring the will of voters
and eroding the core of local
democracy.
In response, NLC has conducted
research on the extent of preemption on
several social and economic issues. The
NLC writes, “many times local jurisdictions
seek
a
partnership
with
state
government, but instead of partnership
and support, many cities in recent years
have confronted state politics and
i nt e rf er en c e .
Wh en
st at e - l o cal
relationships break down, and when
state governments unduly limit local
authority, city leaders are left with fewer
tools and reduced power to solve
problems.”
We see this in Tulare when preemption
has taken control of our zoning
ordinances, mandating policy on rent
controls, and requiring concerted action
when dealing with homeless issues. What
might be a problem in a large urban
area, does not require the same solution
in small rural towns. The NLC writes,
“voters view local government as their
best opportunity to get what matters to
them done.” City Councils and local
governments know the values of their
community and what is best for the
people who live there. Local residents
are encouraged to stay engaged, stay
connected with your government, and
communicate your principles to your City
Council members. It’s the best way to
support our local leaders and affirm local
control.
The GAC Committee will meet Monday,
February 3 but typically meets on the
second Monday of the month. Meetings
are held at Apple Annie’s Restaurant at
12:00 pm. All members are welcome.

Planet Fitness
Planet Fitness held a grand opening celebration for its new facility in Tulare.
Located at 1277 North Cherry Street, the staff at Planet Fitness is eager to
assist clients reach their health goals. Stop in, call (559) 329-5526, or visit
planetfitness.com to learn more.

Tulare County HHSA Mental Health
Tulare Long-Term Branch
Tulare County opened a new housing community for individuals with a
mental health diagnosis. The complex includes two-bedroom apartments
and services will be provided on-site. It is anticipated that some of the
current homeless population will find housing at this site. For more
information, visit 252 S. Sacramento Street.

New Members
Kraft Heinz Foods Company Charis Cleaning Service
Manufacturing Food Products
10800 Avenue 184
Tulare, CA 93274
(559) 685-4913
Kraftheinzcompany.com

Property Maintenance Residential,
Commercial, and Office Cleaning
(559) 759-0881

Ambassador Spotlight

Community Impact
Partner Spotlight

Janice Hill
First Congregational Church,
United Church of Christ, Tulare

Tulare Veterinary Hospital

Janice Hill has lived in many places, predominately in the southern
part of the country. Exceptions are a two-year assignment with the
United States Airforce at Bentwaters AFB in the United Kindgom and
eight years spent in Parkersburg, West Virginia, where she was a
Pastor.
Janice is a second career minister, graduating from Phillips
Theological Seminary in Tulsa, Oklahoma. She states that she
stopped working when she became a fulltime minister because it
doesn’t seem like work.
She was ordained in the Christian Church, Disciples of Christ, but now
has dual standing with the United Church of Christ. This allowed her
to accept the call to First Congregational Church, United Church of
Christ here in Tulare after her time in West Virginia. The move was to
be closer to her daughter who lives in Los Angeles.
First Congregational Church is the oldest church in Tulare,
established in 1874 and they have been at their current location
since 1900. They joined the United Church of Christ in the 1970s. And
are a small congregation filled with love for all - regardless who or
where one is on their journey.
Janice lives with her precious Bichon Friśe, Ellie. She enjoys living in
California and Tulare. She has found the Chamber of
Commerce to be a wonderful place to get involved
in the community and is honored to be an
Ambassador.
After being here one year, she is happy to
announce she has survived Tulare Fog, the heat
of the summer, and the glorious spring and fall.

Tulare Veterinary Hospital is
committed to providing loving
and compassionate care for pets
and dairy herds. They understand
that pets are important members
of families, and their professional
staff is dedicated to giving them
the best veterinary care
available. They are proud to offer
many services designed to keep companions
healthy and happy through all stages of life.
Services include canine and feline wellness for all
ages, surgery, laser therapy, dentistry, nutrition,
pharmacy, pet drop-off for busy fur parents, and
more.
The dairy services are designed to
emphasize overall wellness, prevent and treat
health conditions, and also include emergency
care. Additionally, Tulare Veterinary Hospital is
committed to education, offering veterinary
summer camps for kids and mentorship/internship
programs.
For a full list of services, visit
tularevet.com. To book an appointment, call
(559) 686-8544 or visit 861 North Blackstone Street
in Tulare.
To learn more about Community Impact
Partnerships and the benefits available, please
call Megan at (559) 686-1547 or email
megan@tularechamber.org.

SPOTLIGHTS

Member Spotlight

Golden State Paint & Body
Golden State Paint & Body was
founded in 1987 by Dennis Watson.
Dennis decided that his business
was going to be known for doing
the highest quality repair work and
the quality of repair would always
come before the profit of the
repair. If he didn’t like the way
something looked, it would be
redone at no charge before the
vehicle was delivered back to its
owner.
After years of developing a good reputation and with four sons
working in the business, the decision was made to expand to a
second city. With the assistance of Bob Reynolds and the Tulare
Chamber of Commerce the decision was made to open in
Tulare. In 2004 a state-of-the-art shop was built and Dennis’s
oldest son, Mike, was chosen to manage the second location.
Mike grew up in the business and
having worked side by side with what
he calls “the pickiest man alive” was
very well equipped to take on the
challenge of starting the new location.
Both shops have rental cars on site, 24
hour towing, and glass replacement as
well as collision repair. They combine
to employ over 60 people and are
proud supporters of local service clubs,
high schools and youth sports.

January Business After
Hours
Ashoori & Co. Jewelers held the Business After Hours
Mixer in their beautiful store. The third generation,
family-owned business provides a wide selection of
elegant and fashionable jewelry to the region. Guests
were able to purchase gifts for the upcoming
Valentine’s holiday and treats for themselves. Ashoori
& Co. is located at 4212 S. Mooney Boulevard. For
more information visit
ashoorijewelers.com or PAGE 3
call (559) 625-3119.

CHAMBER CALENDAR
Feb 3

Governmental Affairs Committee, 12pm
Guest Speaker, Tulare County DA Tim Ward

Feb 4

Ambassador Committee Meeting, 8am
Tulare City Council Meeting, 7:00pm

Feb 6

Ribbon Cutting, 10:00am
Charis Cleaning Services
at the Chamber, 220 E. Tulare Ave.

Feb 11Feb 13

World Ag Expo

Feb 17 Tulare City Council Meeting, 7:00pm

Feb 19 Chamber Board Executive Committee, 3:00pm
Chamber Board Meeting, 4:00pm
Business After Hours, 5:30pm
Hosted by Encore Theatre and Tulare Noon
Rotary, 324 South N Street
SAVE THE DATE
Mar 6 Be Future Ready
Apr 16 Business Expo—See Insert

PAGE 4

JOIN US!

Welcome to Tulare Putting Our Best Foot
Forward

Leadership Tulare
City & County
Government Day
By Monte Staples
AltSys Solar Inc.

By Donnette Silva Carter, IOM
Tulare Chamber of Commerce CEO

Our town is just days away from welcoming over 100,000 guests to Tulare
for the 2020 World Ag Expo (WAE). With a community deeply rooted in,
and dependent upon agriculture, and in a county which is consistently
among the top three ranking ag producers in the world, it is only fitting
that this event happens here. A little known fact is that the World Ag
Expo was originally launched, over five decades ago, by the Tulare
Chamber. I wonder if the original staff and volunteers guessed that their
vision would grow to become the largest ‘farm show’ in the world.
At a recent meeting for the International Business Center Committee,
which I have the honor of co-chairing with Renee Soto, WAE
representatives talked about how this event truly put Tulare on the
international map. People engaged in agriculture around the world
know of the show and they know our name – Tulare. This community of
just over 67,000 plays host to people from through-out the United States
and over 40 foreign countries. The International Agri-Center provides this
wonderful venue and event to help businesses, local and afar, to
showcase their ag-related products and services. WAE brings with it the
opportunity for us to also showcase our town and Tulare County (aka the
Sequoia Region).
Putting our best foot forward during this event is important as economic
impact to Tulare is beyond significant – millions and millions of significant!
Hotels, restaurants, gas stations, retailers, and others realize an economic
boom in their business when our guests arrive. Visitor revenue is important
to the bottom line year-round, and during WAE, it’s at its height. The
Chamber and City of Tulare are partners in the Sequoia Tourism Council
which actively promotes this Sequoia Region and its individual
communities. We will be there at WAE ready to greet our visitors and
promote all of the amenities our area has to offer. Our hope is that
people take full advantage of what is available not only during their visit
to WAE, but on return visits to the area.
The convergence of over 100,000 people in a town can be a bit
challenging for residents. We are so grateful that this community
recognizes the value of the visitor traffic and all that it contributes to
creating and sustaining a strong local economy. Celebrating and
supporting agriculture is also of great importance here where WAE takes
place. It’s our lifeblood and another reason to open our arms to this
wonderful event we are fortunate to have happen each year.
We will all bump into guests over the next couple of weeks when vendors
and attendees arrive. Join me in welcoming people to our ‘little’ town of
67,000 and showing them our great Tulare hospitality. If you attend WAE,
stop by the Sequoia Tourism Booth in AgVentures Learning Center to say
hi, or wave at us in the International Business Center. It’s going to be a
busy WAE!

Spending a day learning about City and County
Government was enlightening. The class heard
from the department heads in the City of Tulare
at City Hall. The City is fortunate to have the
leaders it does. City Manager Rob Hunt gave
credit to all city employees for the city’s success,
realizing everyone is important in making Tulare a
better place.
A tour of the library,
which has an amazing
genealogy department,
was followed by
time
with Councilwoman Terry
Sayre followed by Tulare
Mayor
Jose
Sigala.
Councilwoman Sayre told
the class how she got out
of her comfort zone to run for council. She
encouraged the class to take chances in their
leadership journeys.
Following a morning of learning about the City,
the class went to meet with County of Tulare
officials and representatives. It was evident that
Supervisor Pete Vander Poel cares about the
community he serves and the welfare of the kids
in the County.
Ted Smalley, of the Tulare
County Association of
Governments’
good
rapport
with
CalTrans
allows
for
amazing
opportunities
because
when the County says
they will do something,
they do.
The SB120
money and Measure R has allowed for
significant improvements to area infrastructure.
The Deputy District Attorney’s Office addressed
the class.
Everyone was impressed by the
workload of the DA’s office and extremely high
conviction rate in Tulare County.
The Leadership Tulare Class would like to thank
all of the presenters that gave an in depth
overview of local government.

Volunteer with the Chamber!
Office
Ambassador Team
Chamber Events
Youth Events (There is one coming up March 6th)
& More!
Call (559) 686-1547 or email
donnette@tularechamber.org for more information

Stay in Compliance & Avoid Fines…
Purchase your mandatory
2020 Employment Posters today!
Download the form at tularechamber.org
or call (559) 686-1547 to order.
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Meet the
Newest
Member of
the
Chamber
Team
Megan Ferreira Lausten was born and
raised in Tulare. Growing up in a
Portuguese farming family, she was heavily
involved in the community through 4-H,
FFA, Our Lady of Fatima celebration, and
served as the Tulare County Dairy Princess
in 2009. While continuing her studies at
Fresno State, Megan was an Ag
Ambassador for the Jordan College of
Agriculture, and worked for the Athletic
Department as a Communications Intern.
Upon her graduation from Fresno State,
Megan moved to Sonoma County where
she worked in the wine industry for Jackson
Family Wines. Megan is married to her
husband Norm, and they recently
relocated back to her home town of
Tulare. She is looking forward to being
involved in the community, and raising her
family in the place she calls home.

Water (Continued from page 1)
In dry years, groundwater has been used to
supplement diminishing surface water
supplies to sustain farms and provide water
for urban uses. However, over time, more
water has been pumped out than can be
replaced naturally. Severe over drafting
can cause underground aquifers to
collapse which cannot be reversed
foreclosing any groundwater storage
opportunities in the future.
SGMA comes with costs. While it does not
mandate groundwater pumping restrictions
or require the imposition of fees, it allows for
both. It’s hard to imagine the basins or subbasins coming into sustainability without
imposing some sort of pumping restrictions
or limitations and the imposition of a fee
structure to support the continuing
management and long-range planning.
SGMA does not change water rights, but
curtailing pumping will affect those rights.
The Public Policy Institute of California
(PPIC) predicts that 750,000 acres of
agricultural lands will be fallowed in the San
Joaquin Valley. As the price of water rises
over the next 20 years, only the most
profitable crops will be grown. PPIC
estimates that 50,000 acres go solar,
converting some of the world’s most
productive tomato
farms, pistachio
orchards and dairies into vast fields of teacolored photovoltaic
panels. Other
landowners are working with environmental
groups to develop conservation easements
to turn some of their land into wildlife
habitat. Urban areas will also have to plan
for a different future. The State Water
Resources Control Board says 30 million
state residents rely on groundwater for at
least some portion of their drinking water
supply.
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AB5 (Continued from page 1)
must show that it meets all of the 12 requirements of this exemption. Thus, failing
to meet just one of the 12 factors means the business entity does not qualify for
the exemption. Businesses must keep in mind that, even if the B2B exemption
does apply, businesses still need to satisfy the Borello test which is a demanding
standard in and of itself.
While many of the factors are problematic, the following 4 factors make it
nearly impossible for businesses to benefit from this ABC test exemption:
(B). The business service provider is providing services directly to the contracting
business rather than to customers of the contracting business.
(G). The business service provider actually contracts with other businesses to
provide the same or similar services and maintains a clientele without
restrictions from the hiring entity.
(H). The business service provider advertises and holds itself out to the public as
available to provide the same or similar services.
(K). Consistent with the nature of the work, the business service provider can set
its own hours and location of work.
Factor (B) creates significant impediments for businesses in a B2B relationship.
Many service providers are hired for the specific purpose of providing services
directly to the hiring entity’s clients, customers or patients. That is the entire
purpose of being able to contract out work. For example, a hospital may keep
a Spanish translator on staff full-time, but not a Dutch translator because the
need for such a service is rare. However, when needed, the Dutch translator is
providing translation services to the patients of the hospital, not to the hospital
itself.
Factor (G) is problematic because, while a service provider should be free to
contract with other entities, the requirement is that it “actually contracts” with
other entities. What exactly does this mean? Does there need to be multiple
contracts through the duration of the contractual relationship for the B2B
exemption to apply? What happens if at the time of forming the contractual
relationship, the service provider has 5 other contracts, but it eventually stops
renewing the other contracts, does the B2B exemption still apply? Does the
hiring entity have to sever the relationship when the service provider stops
contracting with others? If so, what breach of contract concerns will arise?
(H) presents similar concerns. “Advertise” is not defined in AB 5, creating
uncertainty. Does “advertise” mean that the service provider simply needs to
tell people that it provides these services? What about social media postings,
do those count? Or, does it need to place ads in the local paper? Also, what
happens if the service provider only advertises one time, does that count for the
duration of the contractual relationship? The burden should not fall on the hiring
entity to keep checking in to see if the service provider is still advertising. Again,
if it is not, is the hiring entity expected to sever the relationship and be liable for
breach of contract?
Finally, (K) creates a number of concerns because the service provider will not
always be able to set its own hours or location of work. Again, using the
translator as an example, the translator will need to work while the patient is in
the hospital and need to provide services at the hospital itself, not at a location
of its choosing.
Clearly, the current B2B exemption language is not workable and needs
significant cleanup to allow entrepreneurs in this State to continue providing
services. Failing to further amend AB 5 to broaden the B2B exemption has the
potential to eliminate the vast majority of independent contractors in California.
The Legislature should amend the law further to provide a holistic approach to
the application of the ABC test that reflects today’s modern workforce.

THANK YOU DECEMBER
LOYAL RENEWING
MEMBERS
Community Impact Partner

Educational Employees
Credit Union
Kaweah Delta Health
Care District

JD Heiskell & Co.
Enhanced Membership

Amdal Transport Services
AAC Construction Inc.
Bob Wilbur
California Office Liquidators Inc.
Carver Pump Service
CASA of Tulare County
David & Mary Mederos
Eric Cribbs
Family Services of Tulare County
Franey's Floor Covering, Inc.
Galaxy Tulare 10
Gist Farms, Inc.
Golden State Paint & Body, Inc.
Grape Man Labor Inc.
Ida's Direct Mortgage
Jeanne & Pete Vander Poel
Jocelyn Iverson Dental Corp.
Julie's Little Flower Shop
Kimberly Dodson
Kirby Manufacturing, Inc.
Learn4Life/Kings Valley Academy II
Schools
Lesley & Associates
Mendes Calf Ranch
Pat Loftis Farms
Patricia Drilling, DDS
Performance Dairy Service
Pipkin Detective Agency
Redwood Realty
Round Table Pizza
Salvation Army
Sandra Gist-Langiano
Subway #2713
T-N-T Quick Lube, Wash & Smog
Total Property Inc.
Tractor Supply
Tulare County Septic Tank
Tulare Dairy Herd Improvement Assn.
Tulare Emergency Aid Council, Inc.
Tulare Hospital Foundation
Tulare Industrial Site Development
Foundation
Tulare Public Cemetery District
Tulare Veterans Memorial District
Tule Branch Farms
Valley Air Crafts
Valley Pump & Dairy Systems
Vincent Sola Partnership

MEMBER NEWS

Hands in the Community announced the return of its Second Annual
Comedy Blast on February 28, 2020 at 7:00pm. This side-splitting night of
comedy features the family-friendly combination of comedian-magician
Mark Robinson and the hilarious standup comedian Cleto Rodriguez.
Tickets can be purchased online at hnconline.org.
Encore Theatre will present Meshuggah-Nuns! on February 7,8,9,14, 15, 16, 20,
21, and 22. The show, directed by Susan Burley, will feature Iris Brito, Barbara
Goodsby, Nancy Gregg, Ali Malingen, Kim Ream, and Ryan Turner. Tickets
are available at encoretulare.org. Auditions for Agatha Christie’s, And Then
There Were None will be held on March 10th and 11th at 7:00pm for ages
mature high school through adult.
Callbacks will be held March 12th.
Performance dates will be: May 1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 14, 15, 16, and 17, For further
information email kylee@mypromisefm.com.
Quad Knopf, Inc. (dba QK) announced its selection for an American Council
of Engineering Companies (ACEC) California Engineering Excellence
Commendation Award for “Practical Applications for UAS Technology in a
Civil Engineering and Surveying Consultancy.”
To learn more, visit
QKinc.com.
The Visalia Employment Connection is hosting a Warehouse/Logistics Job Fair
on Tuesday, February 25th from 10:00am to 11:30am. Anyone interested in
hiring through the fair should call Tony at (559) 713-5196 or email
tcarrillo@employmentconnect.org.
SHRM of Tulare/Kings County will host a seminar on “Implicit Bias in the
Workplace,” presented by Dr. Kim Wildey on Tuesday, February 11th from
11:30am to 1:00pm at the Marriott in Visalia. Register at shrmtularekings.org.
Questions can be answered by emailing president@shrmtulrekings.org.
Comix, an evening of cocktails, live and silent auctions, dinner and comedy
will be held on Saturday April 4th to benefit the Boys & Girls Clubs of the
Sequoias.
To sponsor or purchase tickets, call (559) 592-4074 or visit
bgcsequoias.org/tularecomix.
Learn how to pay for employee training at Lunch & Learn! On February 27th
come eat lunch at the Chamber and learn about how to use Employment
Training Panel (ETP) funding to pay for staff training! California companies will
probably qualify for ETP funding through the College of the Sequoias contract
(non-profits excluded). This event, facilitated by Barry Worthington from ETP in
Sacramento, will teach attendees how to take advantage of the funding.
Email trainingcenter@cos.edu or register at cos.edu/trainingcenter.
The Cabrillo Club has scholarships available for high school seniors of
Portuguese-American ancestry. For information on the scholarships, check
with the student’s high school counselor.
The Tulare County Workforce Investment Board and the COS Training
Resource Center are partnering for various Upskill Tulare County Workshops
including a leadership academy and restorative nursing aid training, Email
nlwissler@tularewib.org or call (559) 713-5208 for complete details.
Businesses can get paid to hire people through Able Industries. Paid
internship programs are available and Able Industries will reimburse for wages
up to 90 days. For more information, contact Melanie at (559) 651-8150 or
visit ableindustries.org.
CASA of Tulare County will present a Superhero 5k and 1k Walk/Run at Live
Oak Park and the Santa Fe Trail. The organization is currently looking for
sponsors, vendors, and participants. To learn more, call (559)625-4007 or
email info@casatulareco.org.
Runners/walkers can register online at
runsignup.com/casarun2020.
The San Joaquin Valley Manufacturing Alliance (SJVMA) and the Fresno
Business Council (FBC) are proud to announce the 6th Annual “Valley Made”
Manufacturing Summit featuring keynote speaker Fresno-based John
Shegerian, Co-founder and Executive Chairman of ERI. More than 1,000
manufacturing industry attendees are expected to participate in the event
to be held on Tuesday, April 21st from 7:30pm to 4:00pm at the Fresno
Convention Center Exhibit Hall. Registration is open by visiting www.sjvma.org.
Sponsorships and exhibit space are available by contacting Genelle Taylor
Kumpe via email (genelle@sjvma.org) or calling (559) 214-0140.
Share Your News! If you have something you would like included in Member News,
please email your information (75 words or less) to Darcy Phillips, Director of
Marketing and Events, at darcy@tularechamber.org by the 10th of the prior month.
Please put “Member News” in the subject line. The Chamber reserves the right to edit
content. Add events to the Tulare Community
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Calendar at tularechamber.org.

2020 Chamber
Board of Directors
Evan Orgeron
Chair
TF Tire & Service

Community Impact Partners

Shauna Guerrero
Chair Elect
Mechanics Bank

Investing in programs for economic and community prosperity

Past Chair
Morris Levin & Son

Lee Ann Hakl

Vice-Chair of Finance
International Agri-Center

Karen Bravo

Vice-Chair of Special Events
Land O'Lakes Inc.

Diamond

Kevin Mooney

Kelsey Jones

Secretary
Educational Employees Credit Union

Gold

Vice-Chair of Membership
AltSys Solar

Platinum

Jack Ramsey

Lee Brehm

Tulare Outlets

Broc Maffia

JD Heiskell & Co.

Pam Chiaramonte

Chiaramonte Construction & Plumbing
Frank’s Automotive Repair

Amber Fitton

Amber Fitton Real Estate Team

B.R. Frost Company

Silver

Andy Daniels

Freddie Gonzalez
Galaxy Theatres

Renee Soto

State Farm Insurance - Renee Soto
Altura Centers for Health

Lucy Van Scyoc
TJUHSD

Brian Thoburn

Southern California Edison

Bronze

Graciela Soto-Perez

Chukchansi Gold Resort & Casino | Coyote Entertainment Center | Cream of the Crop
Custom Almonds | GAR Tootelian, Inc. | Gainsborough Studio
Lionsgate Construction | Madero Dairy Systems | Pilot-Flying J Travel Center
Mid-Valley Disposal | River Valley Church | Roche Oil
State Farm Insurance-Renee Soto | US Cold Storage

Chamber Staff

Donnette Silva Carter

Chief Executive Officer
Donnette@tularechamber.org

Megan Ferreira Lausten
Director of Community
Partnerships
megan@tularechamber.org

Darcy Phillips

Director of Marketing & Events
Darcy@tularechamber.org

Jackie Yniguez

Information Coordinator
info@tularechamber.org

Erika Rascon

Legal Counsel
Mederos, Soares, Ormonde & Rascon

Patrick Isherwood

Governmental Affairs Committee Chair

Susan Henard

Ambassador Chair
River Valley Church

Tulare Chamber of
Commerce

220 East Tulare Avenue
PO Box 1435
Tulare, CA 93275
(559)686-1547
(559)686-4915 fax
www.tularechamber.org

If you would like more information on the
additional benefits of being a Community
Impact Partner, please call 686-1547.
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