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2015 Woman of the Year: Nancy Gregg. Past recipients Sandra Gist-Langiano, Mary Wiedeman, Linda Grabowski, Jackie Zupp, Rhoni Wilbur

2015 Small Business of the Year: California Turf Equipment & Supply; Ashley Brown, Seth Brown, Pam Brown, Fred Brown. Past recipients: Ely Auto Parts, Matt Weaver;
California Office Liquidators, Lee Myers.
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Tulare Western High School’s Associated
Student Body (ASB) Recognized

F U T U R E

Family HealthCare Network
Now Open in Tulare
For nearly 40 years, Family HealthCare Network (FHCN) has
served as the health home for patients in the Central Valley,
providing high quality, cost effective, and comprehensive
health care, regardless of patients’ ability to pay. With the organization’s newest Federally Qualified Health Center now
open in the City of Tulare, Tulare residents now have expanded
access to the same high quality, cost effective, and comprehensive medical and dental care.

Leadership Students at Tulare Western.

Tulare Western High School’s Associated Student Body (ASB)
was recently recognized by the Tulare County Office of Education’s Character Counts Office for the pillar of Citizenship. In
addition to the recognition, Tulare Western’s ASB was also
highlighted by KSEE 24 out of Fresno for the work they have
done at Tulare Western and in the community.

The new Tulare Health Center marks FHCN’s fifteenth Community Health Center, and nineteenth overall site in Tulare and
Kings Counties. “Family HealthCare Network is proud to be a
new health partner located in the City of Tulare,” stated Kerry
Hydash, President & CEO of Family HealthCare Network.
“Our patients from Tulare have been very supportive, as well as

Stephen Amundson, the Activities Director for Tulare Western
has developed the “Four Seasons of ASB” The first season is
titled, “Starting Over” and this is where ASB students create a
vision for the school year, set goals for the school year, and
welcome students back to campus in August with a human tunnel, donuts, music, and an ice-breaker dance.
The second season is titled, “Season of Spirit”. This work encompasses school spirit and the ASB students do a great job of
providing all students an opportunity to get involved on campus
through a variety of lunch-time activities, participating in dances, participating in dress-up days, planning rallies, and decorating for games and events.
The third season is titled, “Season of Service”. Throughout the
school year, ASB students are looking for ways to give back to
the community in which they live. This school year, the ASB
students held a canned food drive before Thanksgiving, in
which they collected over 2000 cans of food to distribute to
families in need. During the month of December, ASB is leading Operation Warmth in which they solicit, collect, and distribute warm items like gloves, beanies, and blankets to distribute to the homeless in Tulare. This event takes place on December 21st, when school is on vacation.
The fourth and final ASB season is titled, “Season of Shine”.
ASB students work hard to identify ways to bring attention to,
or highlight other students who may not necessarily get recognition or attention on campus. ASB students also do things to
recognize teachers on campus for the great things they do.
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our community based partners, and we are thrilled to continue
to serve them, now in their own community.”
Located at 263 S. West Street, services offered at the new
health center include adult and children’s dentistry and comprehensive family medicine for all ages, including annual wellness
and physical exams, immunizations, both chronic disease management and acute care, patient health education, laboratory
services, enrollment and eligibility assistance, free transportation and more.
FHCN is recognized by the National Committee for Quality
Assurance as a Level 3 Patient Centered Medical Home, and is
dually recognized by The Joint Commission with its Gold Seal
of Approval® for Patient Quality and Safety and as a Patient
Centered Primary Medical Home.
To schedule your appointment, call (877) 960-3426, or visit
www.fhcn.org for more information.
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Leadership Tulare:
Public Safety
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Although there are many different departments, officers and
training levels, each officer has one goal in mind: Public Safety. Consider taking a ride-a-long with a local officer.
We are grateful for all of our presenters of the day, and would
like to an extend our appreciation and gratitude to Tulare Police
Department and Sargent D. Smith, Ben Brubaker from the Tulare Chamber of Commerce, Nathan Terry from Lighthouse
Family Center, Noah Whitaker from the Suicide Prevention
Task Force, Chevelle Bourdon from Kings View, Michael
Smith with the Kings Tulare Homeless Alliance, Chief
Willard Epps and the Tulare City Fire Station 61 as well as
Gracie and Felix Lara from Five-0 Fitness.

When it comes down to it, as a society we want one thing for
ourselves, our families, and our community: Safety. Leadership
Tulare took a look into Public Safety in our community. The
topics of the day included the effects of homelessness and mental health on public safety, along with detailed information
from the Tulare Police Department and Fire Department.
John Harman of the Tulare Downtown Association broke the
homeless population into three categories: The truly homeless,
mentally ill and criminals that affect businesses in Tulare. With
the help of groups like the Lighthouse Family Center and the
Kings Tulare Homeless Alliance (made up of many service
driven agencies providing much needed resources) organizations are working together to combat these public safety issues.
With events like Project Homeless Connect held in January,
and the expansion of the Lighthouse Mission, the resources are
becoming more available in Tulare.
With the passing of Prop 47 there have been a larger range of
public safety issues. Prop 47 requires misdemeanor crimes for
shoplifting, grand theft, receiving stolen property, forgery,
fraudulent checks etc. only when they exceed $950. Because
the severity of crimes have been lessened the business community is feeling the effects. Petty theft and other criminal acts are
on the rise. Although it may seem like there is no punishment
for petty theft and other criminal acts, the Tulare Police Department encourages reporting these criminal acts. Tulare has some
144 police officers, which are not only multitalented but dual
tasked individuals protecting our city.
The Tulare Police department is usually mentioned in terms of
the public's safety. However, beyond issuing tickets the public
may not realize the depth of everything the officers handle on a
daily basis. The officers serve in several departments ranging
from School Resource Officer, Detectives, SWAT, K-9, Code
Enforcement etc.
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Board Spotlight
Tell us a little about your business:
I am a local business owner here in
Tulare. My State Farm Agency is
right on K Street. This location has
been a State Farm agency since the
Renee Soto
1950’s. I am proud to say I have
State Farm Agent
been servicing the community at this
location since April 2008. We are a full service agency and
offer Auto, Fire, Life, Health and Commercial insurance products. We can also visit with clients on deposit and loan products through State Farm Bank. I have a Bachelor’s degree in
Management and Master’s degree in Business. I also have my
Chartered Life Underwriter (CLU) designation and Securities
License as well so I can assist clients in their retirement
needs. I have four team members all of which are licensed to
help clients. Three are bilingual to help the Spanish speaking
community members.
Why is it important to be a Chamber Member?
I have been a Chamber of Commerce member since the moment I opened my doors. The chamber is a wealth of resources
that have helped me with many questions pertaining to running
a business. I am also involved in Government Affairs. Governmental Affairs has helped me become more knowledgeable
regarding issues affecting my industry and how I can be politically involved and have a voice.
What does a Chamber Board Member do?
As a Chamber Board member we discuss upcoming events and
member concerns. Our current CEO Ben Brubaker has taken
the reigns and has a strong vision for how he sees the business
community moving into the future.

January Calendar
Jan. 11, 12:00 pm – 1:15 pm, Apple Annie’s
Governmental Affairs Meeting
Jan. 19, 8:00 am – 9:00 am, Tulare Chamber
Ambassador Meeting
Jan. 19, 8:00 am – 5:00 pm
Leadership Tulare Day Session – Agriculture & Water
Jan. 19, 7:00 pm, Tulare Public Library Council Chambers
Tulare City Council Meeting
Jan. 22, 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm, International Agri-Center
132nd Annual Banquet
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The Lighthouse Rescue Mission
The Lighthouse Rescue Mission was founded in 2005 in response to the increasing need in our community to offer assistance to those facing the myriad challenges of homelessness.
LRM began by providing emergency shelter to women and
children at Kern and "I" Street and has expanded to include a
Family Center on "K" Street. The Family Center is open Monday through Friday to offer immediate help through food,
clothes, and hygiene products as well as networking with local
resource agencies. Currently, LRM is developing plans for a
new facility that will provide both emergency shelter as well as
long-term housing to those determined to see positive change in
their lives. The new location will allow the Mission to increase
our impact through the consolidation of our various locations
and make getting resources to those who need them more efficient. It's a very exciting time at the Mission, as we watch the
dreams that so many people contributed to our goal becoming
reality.
The Lighthouse Rescue Mission is a remarkable success in Tulare because of the qualities and commitment of the many parts
that make up our community. From the church based instigators and the overwhelming encouragement and tangible help
from civic groups and governmental influencers, to the overflowing and wide-ranging material contributions from virtually
every segment of the businesses in town, the Mission has truly
become a community effort. Its success is in no small part due
to the compassion and hard work of all those who have had a
hand in providing "a hand up" to the homeless in our midst.
While there remains much to be accomplished, our ten year
track record of assessing and responding to the local need, has
promoted a solid relationship between the various interests that
will work well together in the future as we continue to meet
needs.
As we grow, we look forward to a closer relationship with our
volunteers and contributors. We know the Lighthouse Rescue
Mission will continue to be a valuable component of all that
goes into making Tulare a great place to live, work, worship
and play. Exciting times are ahead. Thanks for letting us be a
part and for joining us in demonstrating the valuable qualities
that make up our community.

S E C U R I N G

T U L A R E ’S

F U T U R E

CalChamber News
Opposing Newest Initiative Plan to Hike
Tax Burden on Commercial Property

The California Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors has
voted to oppose an initiative proposal to impose a “surcharge”
of up to 1% on targeted properties.

The Tulare Chamber of Commerce could not fulfill it’s mission
to advocate for and engage in efforts to encourage economic
opportunity and business prosperity in Tulare without the support of these sponsors.

Executive Sponsors

The measure, the Property Tax Surcharge to Fund Poverty Reduction Programs, has been cleared to seek signatures to qualify for the November 2016 ballot.
If approved by voters, the initiative will fund state tax credits,
health programs and education programs with the revenue from
the property tax “surcharge.” Initiative proponents have until
March 21, 2016 to submit no fewer than 585,880 signatures.

President Sponsors

“This proposal is a completely inappropriate use of property
taxes in California,” said CalChamber President and CEO Allan Zaremberg. “Since its inception, the property tax has been
used to fund local government services. By diverting local
property taxes to fund state programs to end poverty, the proposed surcharge will hurt police, fire, special districts and other
programs that depend on the property tax.”
“Moreover, this property tax surcharge would add to California’s status as having the most burdensome tax structure in the
nation, including the highest personal income tax, corporate
tax, sales tax, and, under this proposed initiative, property tax.
It will derail further economic growth, particularly in parts of
the state where people continue to struggle.”
CalChamber Leads Opposition
The CalChamber expects to take a leadership role in working
to ensure the initiative is defeated. The CalChamber’s position
on the initiative is consistent with its previous opposition to all
proposals that would increase the tax burden on commercial
properties. In the last five years, the Legislature has introduced
three bills that would have created a so-called “split roll” for
property taxes. The CalChamber opposed those bills as job
killers.

Ambassador Sponsors

The CalChamber Board expressed concern that higher taxes on
rental properties will likely create higher rents for businesses
and rental property residents should the measure pass.

Harris Construction, Law Office of Michael Lampe,
Southern California Edison, Tulare Outlets,
Valley Business Bank, Will Tiesiera Ford

Director Sponsors
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Man & Woman of the Year
Each year nominations are collected from the community
for the Tulare Chamber Man & Woman of the Year.
Ken Nunes and a group of friends were enjoying coffee and
donuts when Ken’s family and the Chamber’s past recipients surprised him. Ken has served on numerous community
boards and committees including the TIP board, BPU and
GTCT. Ken co-chaired the Measure J committee and was on
the COS board where he was instrumental in the development of the COS Tulare Center’s construction in 2013.
Nancy Gregg was assisting the Chamber’s decoy, Kerissa
Chapman in the back of Hedgerow House when past recipients and friends surprised the stunned award winner.
Nancy has a passion for youth, arts, agriculture, religion
and education. Nancy serves on the Tulare Recreation Foundation and the Tulare Historical Society Board. Nancy is a (L) to (R), Mark Watte, Tom Drilling, Ken Nunes, Dennis Mederos, Lionel Pires
former school teacher who has been greatly involved is various classrooms in the community. Nancy is an original “Encore Kid” and has been volunteering at Encore Theater as an actress, director and behind the scenes operations.

Small & Large Business of the Year
Each year nominations are collected from the community for the Tulare Chamber Small and Large Business of the Year. Requirements for this honor include Tulare Chamber membership, demonstrated business innovation and job creation, conducting business
in the greater Tulare area and outstanding community support and participation.
Amdal In-Home Care employs 75 employees locally and over 150 employees throughout Tulare, Fresno and San Luis Obispo Counties and has been in business since 1999. CEO and part owner Deanne Martin-Soares works at the corporate office in Tulare. Amdal
provides a wide array of care services and fosters
maximum independence, while providing peace of
mind for clients. Amdal is actively involved in the
community. They are proud members of the Tulare
Chamber of Commerce and have sponsored numerous events and programs that give back to Tulare.

(L) to (R) Lonnie Tiesiera, Teresa Menezes, Karen Bravo, Madasyn Soares, Joseph Soares, Deanne Martin-Soares, Hillary Thomas

Fred and Pam Brown have owned and operated Cal
Turf Equipment & Supply in Tulare since 1984.
Almost 30 years later they expanded and opened,
The Gardens at Cal Turf. The Browns currently employ 13 people between their two businesses. From
outdoor power equipment and servicing to flowers,
trees, shrubs, home & garden accessories, DIY classes and landscape design, Cal Turf and The Gardens
do it all.

Fred and his family have always been active in the community, volunteering with organizations like the Light House Rescue Mission, Victory Outreach and the Tulare Outreach in Mexico.
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Global Winter Wonderland Ribbon Cutting, November 20th.
Visit Global Winter Wonderland now through January 3rd at
the Tulare County Fairgrounds.

Loyal Renewing Members
Agnaldo's Welding, Inc.
B.J. Perch Construction

F U T U R E

The Tulare Chamber Board of Directors held an Open House
and reverse drawing on December 10th. Congratulations to the
winners of the reverse draw!

New Members
ImagineU Interactive Children’s Museum

California Turf Equipment & Supply
Crown Realty
Double D Towing
Golden State Paint & Body, Inc.
Grandma's House - A Vision of Hope
H & R Block
Lampe Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram of Visalia
Lane Engineers Inc.
Lesley & Associates
Magnolia Health Corp.
Performance Dairy Service
Personnel Solutions Unlimited, Inc.
Pinnacle Technology

ImagineU’s mission is to inspire children through interactive educational experiences by providing multicultural, hands-on learning through the sciences, environmental conservation, and the
arts. By empowering children and their families in a fun environment, they can transform lives and enhance our community. The
Museum provides a learning center of possibilities and promise, a
family place where children and parents can learn about themselves, each other and the world we live in through explorations,
interactions, role-play and direct experiences.

Deli Delicious—Tulare

Salvation Army

T-Shirt Express
Tulare Cabrillo Civic Club #12
Tulare County Office Of Education
Tulare County Septic Tank
Western BBQ Catering

Fifteen Year Anniversary
A&W Restaurants

At Deli Delicious, we pride ourselves in making the tastiest sandwiches. Cold, hot, and specialty sandwiches all made-to-order in
a stylish fast casual restaurant. Choose from a variety of fresh
baked bread; white, whole wheat, and sourdough. Or ask for your
sandwich in a crisp lettuce wrap. Either way we pledge to serve
you a fresh and tasty sandwich just the way you like it. Go with
the works! Or, customize the sandwich however you like. Check
out their newest location in Tulare, 1587 Hillman St., Tulare,
(559) 746-9600.
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