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Jeff Killion
World Ag Expo kicked off its 49th annual show on Tuesday, February 9, 2016, in Tulare, California. Gates opened at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday,
and the playing of the National Anthem was heard shortly after. The largest annual agricultural exposition of its kind, World Ag Expo touts
more than 1,500 exhibitors who display cutting-edge agricultural technology and equipment on 2.6 million square feet of exhibit space. An
estimated average of 100,000 individuals attend the show each year to learn about the latest advances in agriculture. At the 2015 World Ag
Expo, 49 U.S. States and 49 countries were represented.
See WORLD AG EXPO, Page 3
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Tulare Joint Union High School District
Foundation 3rd Annual Showcase Dinner

Tulare Public Library

On March 19, 2016 the Tulare Joint Union High School Foundation will be hosting its 3rd Annual Showcase Dinner. This
annual fundraiser will include a formal dinner prepared by the
Tulare Adult School Culinary Arts program, a silent auction,
and a performance by the Tulare Joint Union High School
District choir.

Tulare Public Library (TPL) is in the
business of changing lives! We provide
free access to a variety of personal, professional, and educational resources and
services with just a library card. Our
diverse Tulare community can use their
free library card to check out materials
in-house at 475 North M Street in Tulare, CA, or online at
www.tularepubliclibrary.org and even request materials from
118 libraries reaching from Bakersfield to Merced thanks to our
membership with the San Joaquin Valley Library System!

The Tulare Joint Union High School District Foundation will
utilize the funds to support the four A’s; Academics, Agriculture, Athletics and the Arts. Funds will be utilized to provide
teacher mini-grants, purchase computers, sports equipment,
musical instruments, art and classroom supplies.
The success of the event would not be possible without the
support of our local sponsors. Our previous year’s sponsors
include; Educational Employees Credit Union (EECU), Res
Com Pest Control and Horswill, Mederos, Soares, & Ormonde.
In an effort to make the upcoming Showcase Dinner a success,
we are asking for sponsorships and/or donations from the
community. All sponsors will have their company name and
logo included in the event program and all promotional material. Please see the ticket and sponsorship opportunities below.
We hope you will join us at the 3rd Annual Showcase Dinner
and in this endeavor to support the students of the Tulare Joint
Union High School District. Any contribution is greatly appreciated. All proceeds from the “Showcase Event” stay within the Tulare Joint Union High School District Foundation
and directly benefit the students of our district.
Ticket cost is $100 per person. Sponsorship Opportunities
range from $250.00-$2500.00. All sponsorships include a one
year membership to the TJUHSD Foundation.
Please contact Marie Pinto at (559) 688-2021 if you have any
questions or need further information regarding event tickets
and/or sponsorships.
NOTE: Checks may be made payable to the Tulare Joint
Union High School District Foundation c/o 426 North
Blackstone Tulare, CA 93274. The TJUHSD Foundation
is a 501 c(3) non-profit organization.

TPL had a total of 174,726 customer visits last year and circulated close to 250,000 of the materials from books and magazines; eBooks; eAudiobooks; eMagazines; DVDs; video
games; music CDs; and books on CD. 36,640 customers also
used the public computers and uploaded their resume for review on the career and learning database JobNow. You can
even find sales and marketing leads on our AtoZ Database or
grant information via our Foundation Directory!
But that’s just the tip of the iceberg as the dedicated TPL team
also provides U.S. Passport service (fees based on national
prices); copy and fax services (small fee applies); tax booklets
from the IRS; and, the following free classes and workshops:
“Budgets 101” via the donated time of Edward Jones; Computer Classes in English and Spanish; Homework Help; storytimes
in English and Spanish; crafts; movies; special events; book
clubs; educational programs like the “Summer Reading Program;” and Veterans information at our Veterans Resource
Center.
The TPL team encompasses city library staff; Veterans WorkStudy, CSET and AARP employees; local partners; and approx.
150 volunteers each year. We also have support groups like the
Tulare Library Foundation; the Friends of the Tulare Library;
and, the Sequoia Genealogical Society who provide daily genealogy assistance! These support groups also subsidize programming costs via Friends of the Tulare Library book sales
the 1st Saturday of the month or the annual “Night at the Library” event the last Monday in September hosted by the Tulare Library Foundation.
The community is invited to attend the 1-Year Veterans Resource Center (VRC) Celebration and Dedication to fallen local
Veteran, Elvis Garcia, at noon on February 20 th. Thank you for
letting us serve the great City and community of Tulare and
please “Come Grow with Us” in 2016!
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HCCA Looks Ahead to Bright 2016

Dr. Benny Benzeevi









Healthcare Conglomerate Associates, the management company for
Tulare Regional Medical Center,
had an exciting and successful 2015,
by anyone’s measure.

HCCA successfully opened or expanded three Medical
Offices in Tulare, Lindsay and Earlimart to reach our underserved communities. The Earlimart Medical Office is
the county’s only school-based health center to also provide services to the general community.
We launched Stroke Teleneurology which provides our
Emergency Department and hospital physicians with immediate access to a neurology specialist in real time to aid
in accurate diagnosis and treatment of stroke.
State-of-the-art bone density technology –– the DXA, or
dual-energy x-ray absorptiometry –– debuted allowing our
physicians to more quickly and safely diagnose osteoporosis and other conditions leading to bone loss.
We delivered on our promise to our large and faithful
membership at Evolutions Fitness & Wellness Center and
opened the county’s only two infrared saunas, providing
improved comfort and health benefits found only at
HCCA/TRMC.



Citing “sustained evidence of operational and financial
turnaround and stabilization,” Fitch Ratings, a nationally
recognized credit rating agency, upgraded the hospital district’s 2007 fixed-rate bonds to reflect a “stable” outlook.



HCCA’s financial leadership team was invited to address
the annual conference of the Healthcare Financial Management Association to discuss the transformation of the hospital –– which had been on the brink of closure! The team
has been invited back in 2016 to discuss the continuing
improvements and stability.

F U T U R E

While the list of accomplishments is lengthy and impressive, it
still tells only part of the story of the turnaround taking place at
Tulare Regional Medical Center. Easily the most dramatic improvement remains the unbroken chain of financial gains made
evident by 19 months of consecutive positive net margins as
well as a 10 percent net margin for 2015!
All of these accomplishments to date, while remarkable, will be
significant only if we have a hospital in Tulare in our future. A
bond to cover the remaining construction costs will be on the
ballot this year. As promised by our community in its initial
phase, this will be the final phase of a project that will safeguard the future of the hospital. It will also ensure the future
prosperity of the city of Tulare by providing the necessary ingredient for a quality-of-life that is fundamental to an inviting
and thriving city. We must take the steps to preserve and enhance the asset we already have.
We started out this journey asking ourselves, “why can’t it be
us, why can’t it be us that build the best integrated health system in the country right here in Tulare?” Now, with such a
successful initial 24 months, we know we are well on our way.

World Ag Expo
Continued from Page 1
A total of 49 seminars were offered in dairy, irrigation, international trade and general agriculture categories. New this year,
World Ag Expo held seminars in apiology as well as mentorship for women in agriculture.
These seminars presented by professionals in the industry provide attendees with valuable information to improve their operations.
“World Ag Expo functions as a platform—to offer up the best
to the world’s hardest-working group of people so they can
continue to feed and clothe and change the world,” says Jerry
Sinift, International Agri-Center’s Chief Executive Officer.
“When our exhibitors succeed, our attendees and farmers transform their operation, and consumers all over the world are positively impacted by the increased efficiency and the continuous
re-evaluation of ‘what we’ve always done’. Ag is evolving to
feed a growing world and we’re here to help facilitate that.”
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Leadership Tulare:
Economic Development and the Fine Arts

On December 15th, Leadership Tulare spent their day session
learning about Economic Development in the City of Tulare
and the Fine Arts within our community. A wide range of
presentations were given on the state of economic development
in Tulare. Perspectives from the business community, city staff
and city council were shared. City staff discussions revolved
around the different city departments and their specific duties
that encompasses economic development. The Tulare Downtown Association and Tulare Chamber of Commerce discussed
business views on the state of economic development in Tulare
and their goals to improve economic opportunities in Tulare.
Finally, the Encore Theater and Tulare Historical Museum discussed the history of fine arts and historical landmarks in Tulare.
Specific topics of interest included updates on a downtown
block of property owners that are establishing their own Property Based Improvement District (PBID), the effects Tulare’s
outdated water system has on economic development including
street and sewage systems and the current project to save the
Women’s Club House located on railroad property. Councilwoman Shea Gowin discussed a retail recruitment company,
Retail Strategies, which was hired to work in Tulare for the
next three years. Jeff Killion, owner of Gainsborough Studio,
also took the class on a tour of his building and talked about
being a business owner in Tulare and the history of buildings in
the downtown area.
Leadership Tulare discussed the overall growth in our community, local businesses and public organizations and their need to
become more involved. By communicating, staying informed
and having a desire to participate in the decisions being made,
local community members can have a voice in the history and
development of our community.
We are grateful for our sponsors and speakers: City Manager
Don Dorman, Joseph Carlini of Public Works Department,
John Harman of Downtown Association, Chris Harrell of Tulare Historical Museum, Brian Beck of Tulare Parks and Recreation, Susan Burley of Encore Theatre, Ben Brubaker of Tulare
Chamber of Commerce, Council Member Shea Gowin, and
Michelle Pyatt and Jeff Killion of Gainsborough Studio.
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Cabrillo Civic Club of California is now accepting scholar ship applications from High School students who meet the
criteria. The deadline is March 15, 2016. Requirements: Portuguese descent, U.S. citizen or permanent resident with a 3.50
GPA or higher. For more information, please contact Dulcie
Nunes at (559) 688-8070. Applications are available online at
www.cabrillocivicclubs.org/scholarship.

Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) ar e community volunteers who help abused and neglected children. Each
CASA volunteer is trained and supported by the dedicated staff
of CASA of Tulare County. The next CASA Training Schedule begins March 29th, 2016—April 28th, 2016.
Tulare United Methodist Women’s Spr ing Ham Luncheon
is Sunday, March 13, 2016 from 11:00 am – 2:00 pm at Tulare
United Methodist Church, 228 W. Kern Ave., Tulare. Attendees may dine-in or take-out. Tickets are $15.00 and must
be purchased before March 6th. Contact Neva at (559) 6866318 for tickets.

Sexual Harassment Prevention
The Tulare Chamber is offering required sexual harassment
training and bullying prevention for California owners, managers and supervisors on Tuesday, March 8th at the Tulare
Chamber of Commerce office. Registration will begin at 8:00
am and class will be from 8:30 am to 10:30 am.
The seminar will be presented by Noel Zuniga, Former Deputy
Labor Commissioner with the Department of Industrial Relations State of California Division of Labor Standards Enforcement.
Noel now manages his own consulting company; Labor Compliance Solutions. He aides businesses, ensuring they are in
compliance with the current state laws. He is also a certified
First-Aid, CPR and Sexual Harassment Instructor.
Cost for the class is $35 for Chamber members and $45 for non
-members. Register at www.tularechamber.org or by calling
(559) 686.1547.
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CalChamber Compliance Alert

COMMUNITY IMPACT PARTNERS

You may need a new employment poster before April 1st
due to changes in California law.

The Tulare Chamber of Commerce could not fulfill it’s mission
to advocate for and engage in efforts to encourage economic
opportunity and business prosperity in Tulare without the support of these community partners.

Pregnancy Disability Leave Notice Has Changed

Platinum Partners

Required updates by the California Department of
Fair Employment and Housing (DFEH) to the Pregnancy Disability Leave Notice take effect on April 1,
2016.
You must post the revised Pregnancy Disability Leave notice
on April 1, 2016 if you are a Private Sector Employer with 5 or
more full-time or part-time employees, or a Public Sector Employer of any size. Until then, California employers are still
required to post the 2016 poster containing the mandatory January 1, 2016 updates.

Gold Partners

Cars at the Park Car Show

Silver Partners

The Tulare Chamber’s Annual Car Show at Zumwalt Park will
be on Saturday, April 2nd. The show is from 10:00 am—3:00
pm. Register your car at www.tularechamber.org. For more
information or call (559) 686.1547.
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New Community Partnership Director
The Tulare Chamber is excited to
welcome Toni-Marie Faria as the
Community Partnership Director.
Toni-Marie is proud to tell anyone
that will listen that she is a true-blue
farm girl, born and raised in Tipton.
Growing up on a dairy, it was hard
not to be in the center of all things
Toni-Marie Faria
agriculture. In high school, ToniMarie was very active in FFA,
showing animals and competing in public speaking competitions. She even judged dirt! Toni-Marie had every intention of
becoming an Ag. teacher until she was bitten by the radio bug
in the summer of 2001.
She started her radio career at KJUG when it was still out on
Mooney Boulevard and most recently was at 95.5 The Bull /
KWNR in Las Vegas, Nevada. In her off time, Toni enjoys
hanging out with her furkids, Socrates, Static and Punkie. If
you’re not careful, she will show you the thousands of pictures
she has of them on her phone. Toni also enjoys spending time
with family & friends, attending every live music event she
can and is a self-proclaimed “book-worm”.

Board Update
The Chamber Board welcomes three new Board Members this
year, one filling the vacancy left by Marie Pinto, and two serving a one year term alongside Kerissa Chapman, the new Board
Chair.
We would like to thank Marie Pinto for her hard work and six
years of service. She served on the regular board, as Incoming
Chair, Chairman of the Board, Past Chair, and then continued
as the Membership Chair on the Executive Board. She has assisted in the CEO selection twice, works with Leadership Tulare on their Education Day session and has assisted the Ambassadors for three years.
Ken Dodson, retired Tulare City Fire Department Division
Chief, has filled the board vacancy left by Marie Pinto. Ken is
an active Chamber member through Noon Rotary. The Chamber board has also appointed Michael Lane and John Harman to
serve a one year term. Michael Lane is the Director of the
Building Industry Association of Tulare and Kings Counties.
John Harman is the current Director of the Downtown Association.
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New Chair of the Ambassador Program
Sharon Allison Crook is the 2015
Ambassador of the Year and the
incoming Chair of the Ambassador
Program. Sharon is currently the
AMVETS Department of California Director of Marketing & Programs.
Sharon, the youngest of 6 children,
Sharon Allison-Crook
was raised in Tulare. She graduated
from Tulare Western High School
where she held offices in the ASB and FFA. This is where her
love for volunteering and giving back to the community began.
She has been involved in the American Cancer Society’s Relay
for Life for the past 20 years and will be the event chair for the
Tulare Relay in October 2016. Sharon serves on the Board of
Directors for Central Valley WOMENS Network, planning
committee for Tulare Project Homeless Connect, planning
committee for Tulare Veterans Opportunity Day, is a member
of CALVIN (Citizens Assisting Local Veteran In Need), and is
a member of the Kings County Veterans Coalition. She also
volunteers at the World Ag Expo, California Antique Farm
Equipment Show, Harvest Festival and Tulare Chamber Car
Show. In her spare time she loves to watch NASCAR races
with her husband Everett. Together they share a Shih Tzu
named Ella. She also never wears matching socks!

March Calendar
March 8, 8:00 am—10:30 am, Tulare Chamber office
Sexual Harassment Prevention Training
March 14, 12:00 pm—1:15 pm, Apple Annie’s Restaurant
Governmental Affairs Committee Meeting
March 15, 8:00 am—9:00 am, Tulare Chamber office
Ambassador Meeting
March 17, 5:30 pm—8:00 pm, Visalia Unified School District Office
Young Entrepreneurs Academy Investor Panel
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Rescued Treasures Tulare
266 E. Cross Ave., Tulare
(559) 334-6500
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Altura Centers for Health West Tulare Facility
1500 West Drive, Tulare
(559) 686-9097

Loyal Renewing Members
Acclaim Auto & Truck Accessories
AltSys Solar Inc.
AMVETS Department of California
Cacciatore Fine Wines & Olive Oil Corp
Cool Hand Luke's Steakhouse & Saloon
Curti Family, Inc.
Dairy Solutions Inc.
Drive In Liquor Mart
Fernandez, Julie
Figaro's Southwestern Grill
Foodlink for Tulare County, Inc.
Galaxy Tulare 10
Golden State Family Services
Goodwill Industries of South Central CA
Heier, Mel & Donna
Julie's Little Flower Shop
Kings Rehabilitation Center-Tulare Learning Center
La Quinta Inn & Suites Tulare
M J Brothers
Mid-Valley Cotton Growers, Inc.

Optimal Hospice Foundation
Pitching Wedge Restaurant & Lounge
Rabobank-Tulare
Skip Barwick Realty
Sousa & Sousa Dairy
St. Aloysius Catholic School
Subway #2713
Sunrise Farms
The Mayflower Companies
The Orosco Group
TOL, INC.
Tulare Industrial Site Development Foundation
Tulare Seventh Day Adventist Church
Tulare Shoe Repair
Tulare Veterans Memorial Dist.
Valley Pump & Dairy Systems
Vincent Sola Partnership
Western Metal Company
Wilbur, Bob

Five Year Anniversary

Ten Years Anniversary

Mattos Bros. Dairy
Medlin, Ruth
Tulare Downtown Association-TDA

EMD Networking Services, Inc.
Ida's Direct Mortgage

Fifteen Year Anniversary

Twenty five Year Anniversary

George Watte & Sons

The Village Shopping Center
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