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Pops in the Park
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Tulare County Symphony
The Tulare County Symphony was founded in 1960 by Tulare High School band director Robert Cole. Every year the Symphony puts on 8
concerts at the Visalia Fox Theatre and perform 7 concerts for nearly 9,000 elementary school students countywide. This year the Symphony
will launch it’s 56th season with their annual Pops in the Park Concert, featuring the best of Broadway and film soundtracks to send out the
summer on a high note.
Pops in the Park is an event the whole family will enjoy. Bring the kids for face painting, an instrument petting zoo and a chance to take a
turn conducting a live symphony orchestra. Adults may want to pack a picnic and a bottle of wine and set up a special table for a group of
friends. Pops in the Park will be on Saturday, September 12th at Zumwalt Park in Tulare. Gates open at 5:00 pm, with kids activities from 67:30 pm and the concert beginning at 8:00 pm. For more information call: (559) 732-8600 or visit the Tulare County Symphony’s website:
www.tularecountysymphony.com
www.tularechamber.org — 220 East Tulare Ave., Tulare, CA 93274 — (559) 686-1547
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Tulare City Schools

Travel to Ireland with the Chamber

Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) is a program that supports students on the college track, challenging
them to enroll in their school’s toughest courses, such as Honors and Advanced Placement. To support them in the rigorous
coursework, AVID students learn organizational and study
skills, develop critical thinking, learn to ask probing questions,
receive academic help from peers and college tutors, and participate in enrichment and motivational activities to make their
college dreams reality.

The Tulare Chamber of Commerce is proud to announce our
next travel opportunity, Shades of Ireland. The Emerald Isle is
a land of green hills, warm people, stately castles, and rollicking fun. The highlights of this trip include: a Castle Stay, Limerick, Cliffs of Moher, Galway, a Farm Visit, a Jaunting Car
Ride, Killarney, Ring of Kerry, Blarney Castle, Waterford
Crystal, Kilkenny and Dublin. This comprehensive tour introduces Ireland’s natural beauty, turbulent history and hospitable
culture.

Some of the activities the students have participated in this year
include researching colleges and presenting to non-AVID students, career units, partnering with elementary classrooms, and
project based learning to connect to the local and global community. Middle School AVID classes also participate in
fieldtrips to colleges in the area and beyond. This year TCSD
AVID students will visit UC Merced, CSU Fresno, Fresno Pacific University, UC Los Angeles, and Cal Poly.

Your Irish adventure begins by soaking in the landscapes of
rolling hills and feeling the warmth of an Irish welcome. This
comprehensive tour introduces Ireland’s natural beauty, rich
history and most importantly, its hospitable culture.

All of TCSD’s Middle Schools have AVID Elective classes in
7th and 8th grade. Students must apply to participate in AVID,
have support from their parents, be recommended by one of
their teachers, and participate in an interview conducted by the
AVID teacher. Recruitment for TCSD AVID will take place in
April and May.
This year, Wilson School became our first elementary school to
participate in AVID. AVID Elementary is designed to be embedded into the daily instruction of all elementary classrooms,
across entire grade levels, to impact school-wide structures.
Like AVID Secondary, AVID Elementary Essentials focus on
the four necessary areas to ensure that all students are poised
for academic success: Instruction, Culture, Leadership and Systems.

2

Your tour dates are February 29 – March 9, 2016, with 13
meals, 8 breakfasts, and 5 dinners included.

There will be a special travel presentation on
Tuesday, August 18th
9:30 am at the Chamber Office.
Jill Worley, Sea Bound Travel, Inc., at 686-8085.
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The Tulare Historical Museum:
Our Shared Heritage
In 1980, a group of concerned Tulare citizens interested in the
preservation of Tulare history, founded the Tulare City Historical Society. A culmination of their efforts came about in 1985,
with the establishment of the Tulare Historical Museum. A
true jewel among the small museums of California for the past
30 years, the Tulare Historical Museum preserves the rich and
varied history of the city of Tulare.

Simple daily tasks of cooking, bathing or simply walking your
dog can be a challenge after an illness or surgery. At Tulare
Nursing & Rehabilitation Center, we mimic your home in our
therapy gyms. Together with Nursing, our therapists help you
regain the skills needed to successfully return home to the life
you love as quickly as possible.
When Betsy Fernandez needed therapy after a hospital stay, her
daughter Marie chose Tulare Nursing & Rehabilitation Center.
It’s a decision she’s glad she made.

In impressive one-of- a-kind exhibits, the C.R. Sturgeon Exhibit Hall chronicles the history of the area’s native inhabitants,
the Yokuts Indians, Tulare pioneer families, and the early days
of Tulare as a railroad town. Fully furnished rooms of an early
day Tulare home, as well as several local businesses, have been
lovingly recreated. Meet and become inspired by Tulare’s heroes, including military visionaries Admiral Elmo Zumwalt Jr.
and General Maurice Preston, and aviation pioneers Tex Rankin and Bryan Allen.

“Everyone worked hard toward the goal of getting Mom home.
Regular meetings with her doctors and nurses kept me informed of her progress. Mom’s individualized therapy plan
made all the difference. The staff is awesome. They take the
time to get to know each patient, what they like and dislike
ensuring their needs are being met,” says Betsy’s daughter,
Marie Souza.

Learn the amazing stories of Tulare’s Olympic heroes Bob Mathias and Sim Iness, as you view their collection of Olympic
and track and field memorabilia, including Bob Mathias’ two
Olympic gold medals. The highlight of the tour is the eyeopening Military History Wing in the Robert & Geraldine
Soults Exhibit Hall, and its extensive Manuel Toledo Military
Collection which honors our military heroes. Chronicling
American military service since the Revolutionary War, the
collection pays special tribute to our Valley’s men and women
in uniform.

Since 2004, Tulare Nursing & Rehabilitation Center has enjoyed the same caring ownership providing stability and paving
the way for innovative treatments and services. Being locally
owned has its advantages. “We know most of the patients coming from the hospital. They are our grandmas, our neighbors,
our friend’s parents”, states Brian Kallio, Administrator of Tulare Nursing & Rehabilitation Center. “We treat them like family with care plans made just for them, select menu so they can
eat what they want, room service like your better hotels and lots
of green space to walk, play and rehabilitate. We have a 4-Star
rating from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services.
This is the highest star rating in Tulare.

Docent-led tours are offered, as well as self-guided audio tours,
which allow our guests an in-depth learning experience, complete with audio clips of several of Tulare’s famous heroes.
The Heritage Art Gallery at the Tulare Historical Museum is
open year round and showcases a diverse array of rotating art
exhibits from area artists. The Museum’s gift shop offers historical books and items on Tulare and the San Joaquin Valley.
The Tulare Historical Museum is truly Your Museum. Established and supported through your generosity, the Museum will
continue to thrive and grow into the future with your continued
interest and support. Come visit and discover and appreciate
our shared heritage as Tulareans. You won’t be disappointed!

When you are looking for rehabilitation services for yourself or
your loved one, wouldn’t you want to choose the one that has
the best rating? ”

www.tularehistoricalmuseum.org
‘Like’ and follow us on Facebook at Tulare Historical Museum.

Tulare Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, a skilled nursing
facility with 97 beds, private and semi-private room situated on
Merritt Avenue across the street from Tulare Regional Medical
Center. Choose Tulare Nursing & Rehabilitation Center.
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Ambassador Spotlight

Board Spotlight
Tell us about your business?
The business I work for, Magnolia
Health Corporation, provides expert
care in 5 rehabilitation and skilled
nursing centers and one assisted living facility. All 6 facilities are located in the Central San Joaquin Valley
Teresa Menezes
Board Member
and 3 are in Tulare. Twin Oaks Rehabilitation and Nursing Center, together with Twin Oaks Assisted Living Center comprises Twin
Oaks Village. It is the only area residence of its kind with both
assisted living and skilled nursing communities adjacent to
each other. In Tulare, Magnolia Health Corporation also manages Merritt Manor, a facility specializing in Alzheimer’s and
dementia care. Combined facilities offer many levels of care.
Why is it important to be a Chamber Member?
As a chamber member, we take advantage of many social networking opportunities. This gives us the opportunity to share
information about our industry and to learn about other local
businesses. Also, we attend different educational seminars/
events hosted by the Chamber. Many focus on the importance
of professional development, leadership and business growth.
Involvement in the Chamber allows us to give back to our community by supporting an organization that is vital to Tulare’s
growth and future!
What does a Chamber Board Member do?
Working together, Chamber Board Members do a variety of
things. We collectively make decisions to support government
initiatives and legislation that will benefit and strengthen community businesses at our local and state levels. We strive to
help enhance business relationships and partnerships with effective outreach strategies, and we focus on providing essential
tools and information to help community businesses grow and
prosper.

Tell us about your business?
I am the research and information
Librarian at the Tulare Public Library. Our Library provides many
services to the community that it is
my great pleasure to be a part of it.
Not only do we provide reading maJane Zikratch
Ambassador
terials, music and movies to use for
free, we also have computer classes,
craft activities for kids and adults, book clubs, Yu-Gi-Oh tournaments, big-screen movie showings, homework help during
the school year, knitting club, weekly story times that include
early literacy, passport application acceptance, a resource center to help connect veterans to services, genealogy, test proctoring, lap tops, and fax services. On-line we have e-books and a
variety of databases for in-depth, accurate information.
Why are you an Ambassador?
The Tulare Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors group is a
wonderful opportunity for me to establish and maintain connections with other Tulareans who are active in the community by
participating in a variety of activities. At the Ambassador
meetings, I interact with members as we all share the new and
interesting developments in our business. By attending the ribbon cuttings, I see some of the newest establishments in Tulare,
and the mixers are a great way to quickly stay in touch with
connections made previously.
How do you network in the community? The Library puts a
great emphasis on community outreach that often includes partnerships with other entities. We partner with the City Schools
as we go out to the classrooms to do “book talks”. We have
also partnered with the Chamber of Commerce and Tulare
Read to Succeed: we provided resume help and did practice
interviews.
We will share information with parents about
“Every Child Ready to Read”—real techniques they can use to
prepare their children for reading and greater success in school.

Chamber Calendar
Tuesday, August 4th
Put Tulare On the Map with
GOOGLE

Monday, August 10th
Governmental Affairs

Tuesday, August 11th
Digital Marketing with GANNETT

Tuesday, August 18th
Ambassador Meeting

Tuesday, August 18th
Travel Presentation: Shades of Ireland

Tuesday, August 18th
Where’s The Money Workshop

Tuesday, August 25th
How to Deal with Difficult People

Thursday, August 27th
Business Engagement Mixer

Tulare Chamber office
10:00 am—11:30 am

Tulare Chamber office
8:00 am—9:00 am

Tulare Chamber Trade Room
1:00 pm—2:00 pm
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Apple Annie’s Restaurant
12:00 pm – 1:15 pm

Tulare Chamber office
9:30—10:30 am

Tulare Chamber Trade Room
5:30 pm—7:30 pm

Tulare Chamber office
10:00 am—11:30 pm

Tulare Chamber Trade Room
5:00pm—7:30 pm
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Loyal Renewing Members
The Tulare Chamber of Commerce would like to thank the
following businesses for their membership.

Prestige Assisted Living
Prestige Assisted Living at Visalia is located on Caldwell Avenue just off South Mooney Boulevard with easy access to
Highway 99. Our community has a beauty/barber salon, private
dining rooms and offers a choice of 60 spacious studio, oneand two-bedroom apartments. Each apartment has its own
kitchenette with a full size refrigerator and microwave oven,
and a private bath with barrier-free shower. Some apartments
feature a private patio.
We offer a unique environment where our residents and staff
become extended family members, which is why we plan all
our entertainment and activities to include residents, staff, and
families. Each month we focus on a variety of activities that
focus on wellness. Wellness is a key benefit in assisting people
to keep their health, their mental skills and their quality of life.
It is Prestige’s mission to provide quality care guided by a
compassionate heart with values based on respect, integrity,
commitment and trust.

Domino's Pizza
Bret P. Stuber, CPA
Avon - Alicia Andrade
Ruiz Food Products, Inc.
Sozinho Realty
Kiwanis of Greater Tulare (Noon)
Tulare Pediatric Group
Giotto's Alarm Tech.
Drive In Liquor Mart
Krone California
T F Tire & Service

Celebrating 10 Years of Membership
La Piazza Ristorante Italiano

Celebrating 20 Years of Membership
Tulare Rotary Club

McElmoyl Inc.
Danny McElmoyl started McElmoyl Refrigeration in his garage
early January of 1973 and quickly established himself by providing quality service. As the
word got out within the community, his phone began to ring
more with customers needing service in, not only residential,
but commercial as well. With the business growing so quickly,
Danny had to move from his garage into a larger building that
could handle the work demand and was able to hire the first
employee.
As the demand for Danny's quality work continued to climb, it
didn't take long to realize that another move (into the old Telephone Company building on Cross Ave) would be necessary
along with hiring additional service technicians and an office
staff to handle day to day operations. The service area also expanded from the local Tulare market to a current footprint that
covers the Central Valley from Madera to Bakersfield.
This year, 2015, he celebrates 42 years in business! Quite the
accomplishment from humble beginnings! He can be contacted
at
165 Cross
Ave
in Tulare
or email
at:
dispatch@mcelmoyl.com.
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Carey Gillam (REUTERS)

The Tulare Chamber of Commerce could not fulfill it’s mission
to advocate for and engage in efforts to encourage economic
opportunity and business prosperity in Tulare without the support of these sponsors.

The U.S. House of Representatives on Thursday passed a hotly
debated measure that blocks any mandatory labeling of foods
made with genetically engineered crops, including pre-empting
a state law set to take effect next year in Vermont.

Chairman Sponsors

Dubbed the Safe and Accurate Food Labeling Act by supporters, but the "Deny Americans the Right to Know" or DARK
Act, by opponents, the measure was approved 275-150 with 45
Democrats voting for the bill.
House passage marks a victory for food and agricultural companies that have lobbied for the bill, and a blow to opponents,
which include consumer, health and environmental groups and
organic food industry players.
House members had a heated debate ahead of the vote with
supporters claiming GMOs are proven safe. They said mandatory labeling would burden the food industry with unwieldy
and costly requirements.

President Sponsors

Vacation Reminders

Gail Cecchettini Whaley (CalChamber)
Opponents countered that 64 other countries require labeling of
GMO foods, the science on safety is mixed, and consumers
have a right to know if their food is made with GMOs.
With summer in full swing, many of your employees may be
looking to take vacation.
While there is no legal requirement to provide paid vacation to
California employees, many employers choose to do so. If you
do have a vacation policy in place, then California law requires
that you follow certain rules.

Director Sponsors

Paid vacation leave constitutes a form of wages. The right to
accrue paid vacation vests as the employee renders services, so
employees “earn” a portion of their annual vacation accrual
each day they work.
Companies should make certain that their vacation policies are
clear. In California, employers may not implement “use it or
lose it” vacation-time policies, but employers can place reasonable caps on vacation accrual.
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Ambassador Sponsors
Tulare Outlets, Harris Construction,
Michael Lampe, Will Tiesiera Ford
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The Lily Pad Café Ribbon Cutting at 483 North M. St., Tulare

Where’s the Money Workshop
Offered
The Fresno State Small Business Development Center, Valley Business Bank, the Business Finance Center and Tulare
Chamber of Commerce bring you “Where's the Money:
Workshop and Consultations" in Tulare.

Excel Basics Workshop presented by:
Sonia Gutierrez-Mendoza from Brandman University

In this free workshop, you will learn about various loan programs from small loans for the home-based businesses to
multi-million dollar real estate and manufacturing transactions. If you are considering applying for a business loan,
this workshop is a must and will be presented by experienced
Loan Officers. The workshop will provide you with the tools
and information you will need for a successful loan application. Additional information will be available on new business start up procedures, business plans and marketing plans.
The event will take place on Tuesday, August 18, 2015 in the
Tulare Chamber of Commerce Trade Room, 220 E. Tulare
Ave., Tulare, CA 93274.
The Workshop will take place from 5:00PM to 7:30PM. It
will include light refreshments. To register please phone
(559) 713-5128 or email gijaramillo@csufrenso.edu. Registration is requested.

New Sick Leave Law Seminar presented by:
Noel Zuniga from Labor Compliance Solutions
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Contact Rachel Souza for pricing details.
(559) 686-1547 or rsouza@tularechamber.org
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