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Functional Fitness 2
Neon green and orange may seem like odd color choices for a gym but, for Functional Fitness, we think they're absolutely perfect. Ray Dryden opened the doors to our first personal training studio in Visalia in 2006 with an impressive orange stripe wrapped around the entire building's interior and now, 8-years later, we've continued the tradition at our brand-new, beautiful facility in Tulare. From rehabilitating stroke
victims who could once barely walk to coaching one of the Central Valley's strongest young athletes through his high school sports career
(he's off to play college football now!), we have always prided ourselves on welcoming people from all walks of life and are ecstatic about
doing so on a larger scale with this second location.
So whether you're a cardio junkie, a weightlifter, a kick-boxer, a Zumba-er or have never before set foot in a gym, our highly-trained and
energetic staff will guide you, encourage you and push you to limits that you never thought possible-- always inspired by our bright colors
and that unforgettable orange stripe. To schedule your free fitness assessment at our new Tulare location, call 329-5192 and get ready to
sweat your way to your best body ever.
www.tularechamber.org — 220 East Tulare Ave., Tulare, CA 93274 — (559) 686-1547
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Tulare Joint Union High
School District
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Tulare County Fair

Over the past 30 years, hundreds of
students with disabilities in the Tulare Joint Union High School District
have had the opportunity to gain
Jennifer Reimer
valuable work experience through
Director of Special Education
the District’s partnerships with local
businesses via WorkAbility, a grant program administered by
the California Department of Education, Special Education
Division. The goal of WorkAbility is to help students gain
valuable employment skills through subsidized job placement
experiences, which leads to greater success with students’ postsecondary pursuits.
Each year, approximately 100 students take part in WorkAbility’s job placement program. There are two ways for students
to participate. One is the Summer Work Program, which is
designed for students who have never worked before. Students
attend this program for 2-3 weeks in June, and spend part of
their day in the classroom working on such tasks as application
forms and interview skills. The rest of their day is spent at a
job site. This summer’s partners included Tulare’s three CVS
locations, Tractor Supply, K-Mart, Petsense, and Love Inc.
Students often work alongside a District Job Coach, who provides on-the-job instructions on such tasks as stocking shelves,
cleaning, and customer service.
The second way for students to participate is through individual
job placements throughout the school year. These slots are
reserved for juniors and seniors, most of whom have already
gone through the Summer Work Program. Students selected
for job placements go through various pre-employment activities with the District’s Job Developer, Peggy Jones, who then
matches the students with a business partner. In addition to the
employers listed above, other businesses that participate
throughout the year include Calvin Klein, Pixley Food Center,
Rue 21, Renee Soto/State Farm Insurance, Tilly’s, and Tipton
Food Center. Students who work in individual placements do
so for up to 90 hours, with their salaries being funded through
the grant.
WorkAbility provides a win-win situation. Businesses gain
additional staff members who are eager to learn what it takes to
be successful in the workforce, and students gain first-hand
knowledge of the skills they will need to be independent once
they graduate. To learn more about the program or to become a
partner, please contact Peggy Jones, Job Developer or Jennifer
Reimer, Director of Special Education, at 687-7351.
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The 96th annual Tulare County Fair, Sept. 16-20, will offer educational activities for children and entertainment including a
hypnotist and magic shows, an exotic animal exhibit, a “Wild
Science” exhibit, Chinese acrobats and more, all free with gate
admission. Antique tractors will be on parade and on display,
along with the Great American Duck race (with live ducks),
puppets and a family circus with comedians and jugglers.
Wristbands are for sale at the Tulare Chamber office 686-1547.
Admission is $8 for adults; $5 for children ages 6-12.

HEADLINE ENTERTAINERS
September 12
CCPRA Rodeo, 7:00 pm

September 16
Fair Parade, 10:00 am
Paul Rodriguez, 8:00 pm
Los Malandrines (after Paul Rodri-

September 17
Tractor Pull
Kellie Pickler, 8:00 pm

guez)

September 19
Demolition Derby
Rose Royce, 8:00 pm

September 18
Monster Trucks
Foghat, 8:00 pm
September 20
Gran Jaripeo-Baile
Marty Stuart, 8:00 pm
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Infection Prevention Practices at HCCA
Earn Top Honors
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FoodLink for Tulare County
Since 1978, FoodLink has distributed food to front line food
pantries; shelters, soup kitchens, schools and agency partners
who serve people that otherwise are unable to provide adequate
food for themselves or their families for over 36 years

The HCCA Infection Prevention team is Joetta Denney, RN, BSN, Josh
Warren, RN, and Maritza Sevillano, Infection Prevention Assistant.

Tulare Regional Medical Center operated by Healthcare Conglomerate Associates is being recognized for Performance Excellence by the Collaborative Alliance for Nursing Outcomes.
CALNOC collects and analyzes patient outcome data from
hundreds of member hospitals to better equip hospital executives to make health-care decisions that advance quality patient
care. CALNOC annually recognizes those facilities that achieve
the highest levels of performance resulting in superior patient
outcomes.
The Infection Prevention Team at HCCA, consisting of Joetta
Denney, RN, BSN, Josh Warren, RN, Wound Specialist, and
Maritza Sevillano, Infection Prevention Assistant, spearheaded
the hospital’s efforts that resulted in Performance Excellence in
Critical Care and Total Facility prevention of Hospital Acquired Infection.
“We are very proud of the staff,” Angie Graziano, Chief Nursing Officer for HCCA, said. “This is a direct result of the support we get from the leadership at HCCA. Everyone has to be
fully engaged for there to be continuous performance improvement.”
This is the third time the Infection Prevention team at Tulare
Regional Medical Center has been recognized for superior performance by CALNOC. Twice before the recognition came for
outcomes related to preventing falls, sepsis and pressure sores.
“Sustaining this type of performance is significant,” Graziano
said. “It comes with the engagement and vigorous attention of
the front-line staff. We all recognize that the higher the organization’s quality performance, the better our patient outcomes.”
HCCA is developing a high-quality, affordable integrated delivery system focused on improving the wellness and health of
the community.

Meeting the food insecurity needs for Tulare County is a challenge. Nearly 41% of Tulare County school-age children live
in poverty and 76% of children are eligible for the Free or Reduced Meal Program. Almost 15% of Tulare County residents
live in a 'food desert' with low access and availability to fresh
produce and an estimated one-third of Tulare County residents
are food insecure. All of these conditions have been worsened
with the drought. In fact, families relying on the food bank
have increased 58% since 2013. In 2015, less than 25% of our
funding will come from government funds. Our small fleet (2
vehicles) travels over 4,000 miles each month to deliver food
items throughout the county. In 2014 FoodLink procured and
disseminated nearly 7.5 million pounds of food to over 163,203
families throughout our network of agency partners. Unfortunately, this resource is not enough to meet the needs of our residents.
Over the next year, as we relocate to our new facility in Exeter,
you will see an updated recipe for FoodLink—as a resource
where food builds health, skills, and community. We will be
growing our educational programs to promote food literacy and
bring together Tulare County residents to learn, grow, cook,
and eat nutritious and diverse meals. We will also advocate for
good food for all while working with the broader food movement to empower our communities to create a healthier and
more secure food system.
Most of our programs are funded by generous individual and
corporate donations. We look forward to engaging your employees, promote team-building and community service! Please
visit our website www.foodlinktc.org or contact Zachary Blythe
651-3663 to learn more about corporate sponsorships or the
following activities:







Host a Food Drive
Host a Fund Drive
Promote Workplace Giving
Sponsor special events
Adopt a food distribution site
or a community
Volunteer
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Board Spotlight
Tell us about your business?
Land O’Lakes is a Farmer owned
food and agriculture Cooperative
that’s been in existence since 1921
and currently doing business in all
50 states and more than 60 countries. We have 4,400 dairy and agriKaren Bravo
Board Member
cultural producers. We have three
main businesses: Dairy Foods which
includes the Kozy Shack Dessert line, Purina Animal Nutrition
and Winfield Solutions, a crop protection and seed marketing
division.
Our Land O’Lakes Foundation helps rural communities and
organizations dedicated to hunger, education and community
by providing grants through a variety of giving programs. The
Tulare plant also donates to school programs, United Way, Tulare County Fair and many community events. Our plant has
530 employees and 172 dairy owners who produce over 5 billion pounds of milk a year.
Why is it important to be a Chamber Member?
Being a Chamber member opens up many opportunities for
businesses. The Chamber sponsors several workshops to enhance a business and employees that are not offered to the general public.
There are also ribbon cuttings, mixers and events that provides
a place to interact with fellow Chamber members and make
new contacts. The Chamber can also act on their behalf on city
or governmental issues that would be difficult for a solo business to tackle.
What does a Chamber Board Member do?
Being on the board allows us to hear what is going on in the
community and have a voice on issues where we can help the
community become a better place to work and live. We represent the Chamber members and advocate on their behalf. We
help promote businesses and the Chamber by volunteering on
committees, attending events to show our support and promoting our various programs the Chamber is involved in. This is a
great way to give back and become involved in the community.

F U T U R E

Ambassador Spotlight
Tell us a little about your business?
Central Valley Business Forms provides our clients with high-quality
printing, graphic design, and promotional products. We have over 32
years experience serving Tulare
County. We are local!

Matt Case
Ambassador

Why are you an Ambassador?
Being an Ambassador allows me to reach out into the community, meet new people and find out what is happening in the
area. It helps me to be more involved in Tulare. I think it is
important to stay connected, personally and professionally.
How do you network in the community?
I really enjoy the mixers that the Chamber puts on, it allows
business owners and business people in the community to come
together and create opportunities. I also like to attend car shows
around the Central Valley.

Chamber Calendar
September 1, 8:30 am – 9:30 am, Tulare Chamber Trade
Room
FREE AtoZ Databases Training
September 9, 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm, Tulare Chamber Office
Young Entrepreneurs Academy Info Session
September 10, 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm, Coulter’s Flooring
America
Business After Hours Mixer –
hosted by Coulter’s Flooring America
September 14, 12:00 pm – 1:15 pm, Apple Annie’s
Restaurant
Governmental Affairs Committee Meeting
September 15, 8:00 am—9:00 am, Tulare Chamber office
Ambassador Meeting
September 15, 10:00 am—11:30 am, Tulare Chamber office
Grant Writing Workshop
September 25, 5:30 pm– 8:00 pm, COS Tulare College
Center
Crush Party
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New Members
Girl Scouts of Central California South provides programs and training for more than 10,000
girls, grades Kindergarten through 12th grade, in Kern, Kings, Madera, Fresno and Tulare Counties. The goal of Girl Scouts of Central California South is to assist girls in developing leadership skills by helping them Discover, Connect and Take Action in their communities. Through
Girl Scout programs, girls of any background are able to explore science, art, sports, the outdoors, and other new experiences.
This summer, Girl Scouts ventured through the outdoors at Sequoia National Park and learned about science and robotics with a
partnership through Chevron, they attended Blaze games with their families and enjoyed learning the ins and outs of acting at the
Spotlight Theater. Girl Scouts of Central California South aims to teach girls to survive and thrive in whatever path they choose.
Media Solutions specializes in sound, lighting, video, staging, projection, and pipe and drape for corporate
events, weddings and parties of any size. More than a basic audio visual company, MSI handles all event
production elements from initial design, to wrapping things up after the final applause dies down.
To succeed in the event production arena, there are two overriding “musts.” One is the quality and reliability of the technical aspects … the most obvious of those being stage lighting, sound and visuals. The second is creativity … all event organizers want their occasion to be special and memorable. We have grown and prospered because
Morgan, Vinnie, Shaun, Bill, Steven and the whole MSI production team consistently deliver these two musts. Give any one of us a
call at (559) 346-1020. We’re really interested in talking with you about your upcoming event.
Freedom Christian Academy is a developing University Model® School. It is a unique combination of homeschool and private school in one complete and highly effective educational model. Students attend classes 2 days
a week and study at home 3 days a week under professional instructor directed and parent implemented lesson
plans. For more information contact Rochelle@freedom-christian-academy.com or www.freedom-christianacademy.com.

Loyal Renewing Members









American Cancer Society
Brandman University
Camara Auto Services, Inc.
Classic Charter, Inc.
Garton Tractor, Inc.
Hancock A/C & Heating
Hands in the Community
Holiday Inn









Manpower
Manuel Ortiz Real Estate
Oak Valley Apartment Homes
Palm Bakery #1
Personnel Solutions Unlimited,
Inc.
ServiceMaster by Benevento
Smart & Final








The Carpet Shoppe
T-Shirt Express
Tulare Chiropractic Accident & Injury
Center
Tulare Public Library
Valley Yellow Pages
Within i, A Store for All People

Celebrating 15 Years of Membership

Celebrating 10 Years of Membership


Cal-State Distributing, Inc.

Celebrating 5 Years of Membership


Terry A. Sayre
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CalChamber-Sponsored Bill Incentivizes
Disability Access & Education
A California Chamber of Commerce-sponsored job creator bill
that provides a balanced approach between preserving the civil
rights of those who are disabled and limiting the number of
frivolous lawsuits threatened or filed against businesses will be
heard in the Assembly Appropriations Committee later this
month.
SB 251 seeks to incentivize businesses to proactively take steps
to become accessible by providing them with 120 days from a
Certified Access Specialist (CASp) inspection to resolve any
violations identified without being subject to statutory damages
or litigation costs. This proposal will assist businesses that are
trying to ensure they are compliant with the law from being
subject to frivolous claims or litigation.
“There’s a recognition on both sides that a number of attorneys
are using construction-related disability standards to leverage
small businesses that don’t have the resources to fight them,”
explained CalChamber Policy Advocate Jennifer Barrera in a
recent interview with the Sacramento Business Journal.

The Tulare Chamber of Commerce could not fulfill it’s mission
to advocate for and engage in efforts to encourage economic
opportunity and business prosperity in Tulare without the support of these sponsors.

Chairman Sponsors

President Sponsors

The bill has received unanimous support as it has moved
through the legislative process.
SB 251 provides that certain technical violations of construction-related accessibility standards are presumed to have not
caused any difficulty, discomfort or embarrassment if such violations are corrected within 15 days of service of a summons/
complaint or written notice alleging such violations.
This presumption is intended to deter frivolous lawsuits that
seek only to leverage statutory damages for minor violations
that have not caused any harm. For individuals who have actually suffered difficulty, embarrassment, discomfort or a personal injury, the presumption in SB 251 can be overcome with the
presentation of evidence.
SB 251 also requires the California Commission on Disability
Access to post educational materials for business owners regarding how to comply with California’s construction-related
accessibility standards, as well as share that information with
local agencies and departments. This is an important component to notify business owners of their obligations and responsibilities to also encourage them to become compliant.
Finally, SB 251 creates an additional incentive for businesses to
become accessible by providing a tax credit for access expenditures for small businesses.
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Director Sponsors

Ambassador Sponsors
Tulare Outlets, Harris Construction,
Michael Lampe, Valley Business Bank, Will Tiesiera Ford
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Member News
Trish Arnold Attends National Financial Conference
Trish Arnold from LPL Financial recently attended LPL Financial’s Focus 2015, one of the financial industry’s premier
events and the largest annual conference hosted by LPL, the
nation’s largest independent broker-dealer.

Educational Employees Credit Union Ribbon Cutting
1398 E. Prosperity Ave., Tulare

Mavericks Pony Express 5k Run To Be Held Saturday,
September 26, 2015
Mavericks Coffee House & Roasting Company proudly presents its annual 5K Run with all proceeds benefitting Happy
Trails Riding Academy. It will be held Saturday, September
26, 2015 at Happy Trails, 2773 E. Oakdale Avenue (Ave
256) in Tulare. Online registration is available at active.com.
If you would like more information, contact Happy Trails at
(559) 688-8685 or WeAreHappyTrails.com.
Happy Trails Riding Academy Hosts Annual Round Up
Fundraiser on Friday, October 2, 2015 at 6:00 pm
Happy Trails Riding Academy is hosting its 5 th Annual
Round Up fundraiser Friday, October 2, 2015 at the Happy
Trails Riding Academy facility located at 2773 E. Oakdale
Avenue, Tulare at 6:00 p.m. A ticket will include a Cowboy
BBQ, live music, a wine buy and rider demonstrations. All
proceeds of the event will directly benefit the Happy Trails
Riding Academy program. If you would like more information, please contact Leslie Gardner at (559) 688-8685 or
Leslie@WeAreHappyTrails.com.

August Ambassador Committee Meeting
Join us for the next Ambassador meeting on September 15th at
8:00 am at the Chamber office.

Let’s Put Tulare On The Map with GOOGLE Workshop
Contact the Chamber today if you need help getting
your business on the map.

Experience and Growth Phase for Locally Based Tucoemas Federal Union
Tucoemas Federal Credit Union recently announced a new
Chief Financial Officer was added to the Tucoemas family.
Sherry Belcher joins the team and brings with her 20 years of
management and financial experience. Julie Wheeler has also
joined the Tucoemas Management team as the Porterville
Branch Manager. Saeed Goraya returns to Tucoemas, and
joins the Administration team. Sonia Smalley, Loan Manager
at the Tucoemas Whitendale branch in Visalia, recently graduated from Western CUNA Management School.
Tulare County Fair Offers New Thrills on the Midway
The Tulare County Fair, Sept. 16-20, will unveil the Olympic
Bobsled roller coaster for the first time – along with the
chance to go to the front of the line with a FASTPass wristband. The new roller coaster and the returning “Big Splash”
ride introduced at the 2014 fair are worth $3.5 million and
require seven semi-trailers to move. They will make a huge
impact on the Fair’s Midway, noted Corey Oakley of Helm
and Sons Amusements.
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