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UPDATE
NOVEMBER 2015

Tulare County Fair Hosts Magical World of Light and Entertainment
The Tulare County Fairgrounds hosts a multitude of shows and events outside of the yearly County Fair. These include Sprint Car Racing,
weekly Swap Meets, Nut conferences, Horse boarding, RV parking and private parties. This holiday season, the Tulare County Fairgrounds
will be transformed into a magical world of light and cultural entertainment that will allow attendees to “Travel the World in One Night.”
“Tulare County has never seen anything like this,” noted Pamela Fyock, CEO of the Tulare County Fairgrounds. “This event will take
over the entire 10 acres of the fairgrounds and turn it into a wonderland of lights, with music, dance and food from around the world,
along with a full carnival. This will make the 2015 holiday season memorable for families from throughout the region.”
Global Winter Wonderland will open to the public on Saturday, Nov. 21, through Sunday, Jan. 3.
www.tularechamber.org — 220 East Tulare Ave., Tulare, CA 93274 — (559) 686-1547
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TJUHSD: Harvesting Hope
Tulare County

(left to right) Jorge Villa, Jennifer Sandoval, Sabrina Henslee, Jazmine Maldonado, Michael
Mendoza, Jonathan Curiel, Holly Shaw, Michelle Murillo, Izaiah Ruiz.

Although Tulare County is one of the most bountiful and profitable agricultural regions in the United States, many of its residents (approximately 25%) live below the poverty level and are
in need of much assistance. Since 2012, high school students
have been volunteering with a local non-profit organization
called ‘Be Healthy Tulare’ which was founded by two Alumni
from our district to address the severe problem of food insecurity (hunger) in Tulare County. One of Be Healthy Tulare’s programs is a gleaning project in which volunteers from the community pick fruit from local residences to donate to Food Link,
Tulare County’s food bank.
In 2013, Mission Oak students organized their efforts through a
project based service-learning assignment in their Cultural History class. Students were challenged to develop a project that
would improve the school or the community as a whole. Learning about the efforts of Be Healthy Tulare and previous student
volunteers, the class established a volunteer force for the gleaning project in a campaign they named ‘Harvesting Hope.’ In
addition, they have since assisted with spreading Harvesting
Hope at the three other Tulare High Schools as well as at each
of the middle schools in the Tulare City School District.
In 2012, Be Healthy Tulare volunteers picked nearly 10,000
pounds of fruit which was donated to Food Link. In the following year, with the participation of Harvesting Hope, over
25,000 pounds were harvested to support Tulare County families. In it’s second year, Harvesting Hope donated over 60,000
pounds! According to Food Link, the produce that was handpicked by Harvesting Hope students helped to feed nearly
65,000 people in Tulare County.
This summer, FFA students planted and donated 3 acres of
sweet corn for Harvesting Hope’s efforts. 500 FFA and Harvesting Hope students from 15 schools and 6 districts gathered
together to pick the corn to donate to Food Link. Over 21,000
pounds of corn was picked in less than two hours.
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Annual Awards Nominations Due
Nominations for Tulare’s Man and Woman of the Year and
Small and Large Business of the Year are now being accepted
by the Tulare Chamber of Commerce. Nomination Forms can
be picked up at the Chamber office or printed from the Chamber’s website, tularechamber.org, and must be submitted by
5:00 pm on Friday, November 6, 2015.
Return nominations to: Tulare Chamber of Commerce office or
faxed to (559) 686-4915. The winners will be honored at the
Annual Chamber Banquet on Friday, January 22, 2016.
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Dr. Brian Bell D.D.S.
Filling The Hole In Your Smile
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CASA of Tulare County: Court Appointed
Special Advocates For Children

Over 178 million Americans are missing one or more teeth.
Tooth loss makes it more difficult to chew and swallow food, is
linked to diabetes, and can decrease self-confidence. Several
options exist to replace missing teeth, including partial or complete dentures, bridges, or dental implants.
A denture, also known as false teeth, replaces one or more
teeth. Its main advantages are cost, appearance, and the ability
to replace any number of teeth. Unfortunately, as most dentures are made to come in and out of the mouth, it takes practice to keep them in while chewing and speaking. They also
cause bone loss, which further loosens the denture.
The second option to replace a missing tooth is a bridge. Just
like the Golden Gate, a dental bridge is held by two anchors on
either side, and has a span to fill the space in the middle.
Crowns are placed on the teeth on either side of the gap, which
support another crown where the tooth used to be. Bridges are
completely fixed in the mouth and can chew like natural teeth.
They usually can only replace one missing tooth in an area.
About 85% of bridges are successful after 10 years and 67%
after 15. Unfortunately, since three teeth are being attached to
each other (two anchor teeth and the space for the missing
tooth), anything that happens to one tooth often means treatment for all three areas.
Another popular option for tooth replacement is dental implants. A dental implant works by inserting a titanium “root” to
replace the roots of the natural tooth. After the implant is
placed, there is usually a healing period of six weeks to six
months. A dentist can make a temporary tooth for the patient
to wear during this time. During the healing period, the bone
forms attachments to the implant, incorporating it into the jaw
itself. Once the healing phase is completed, a dentist takes an
impression, and after a few weeks the permanent crown is cemented. Dental implants are permanent and can be chewed on
like a normal tooth. Dental implants can replace any number of
missing teeth, and have a 95-98% success rate after 15 years.
There are many different options for replacing missing teeth,
and each is better in different situations. If you are interested in
replacing a missing tooth, talk to your dentist who can help you
decide which option is best for you.

CASA is the acronym for Court Appointed Special Advocates.
CASA is a national organization which started in 1977 in Seattle, Washington when a concerned judge needed more information to make life-changing decisions about the future of children in the dependency court. Since that time, CASA programs
have been started across the nation. CASA of Tulare County is
a local, non-profit program that began in 1984 to help abused
and neglected children of Tulare County. It is the collective
goal of all CASA agencies to provide well-trained volunteer
advocacy to every abused and neglected child of the juvenile
dependency system.

Each Court Appointed Special Advocate completes extensive
training prior to being assigned to a child and continues training
as long as he/she is an active CASA. Each person has been
sworn in by the court and specifically assigned to designated
children in need of advocacy. Advocates make a commitment
of eighteen months or more according to the circumstances of
each specific child.
Making a positive impact in the lives of these children takes
approximately 10-12 hours per month. CASA exists for the
safety and well-being of innocent children. If you would like to
become a child advocate or would like more information,
please call us at 559-625-4007.

Orientations are held at CASA, 1146 N. Chinowth, Visalia.
They are every Monday at 5:30 pm and Thursday at 12:00 pm
(except for Holidays). If those times do not work, please let us
know and we can set up a time that works for you.
The next CASA Training Schedule—Winter 2016
January 19th, 2016—March 16th, 2016
MISSION: CASA of Tulare County speaks up for the innocent
children who are victims of abuse and neglect – advocating for
their safety and well-being by training community volunteers to
represent their best interest and be their voice in court.
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Board Spotlight

Ambassador Spotlight

Tell us a little about your business:

Tell us a little about your business:

Sterling & Smith is a family owned
and operated full-service funeral
home that provides high quality services at affordable prices. The comRonald E. Smith, Ed. D
Sterling & Smith Funeral Home pany was started in Fresno in 2005
and expanded to Tulare in 2011. The
company also has a third location in Dinuba.

Our modern, spacious facilities are staffed by a professional
team that is compassionate and dedicated toward being the best
funeral home in Tulare County. Our team members are involved in many community organizations including the Chamber of Commerce, Rotary, the Boys and Girls Clubs, St. Rita’s
Catholic Church, Living Christ Church and Brooks Chapel
AME Church. We sponsor and support many organizations in
the community as part of our efforts to help make Tulare a better place.

Why is it important to be a Chamber Member?
We joined the Chamber to establish contacts and make friends
while learning more about the City of Tulare and its business
climate. The Chamber’s Leadership Tulare program has afforded several of our staff members an opportunity for personal and
professional development.

AMVETS Department of California
serves all Veterans with free programs ranging from Homelessness
Outreach providing furniture and
Shelley Huff
AMVETS Dept. of CA
household items to Veterans utilizing the HUD/VASH program to
Scholarships and Service Officers helping Veterans get connected with their benefits. Specifically, my function with
AMVETS is IT & Graphics, and leading the Career Center
Team. We help Veterans fine tune their resumes, and social
media accounts and help them with their job search. If a Veteran does not have access to a computer or internet they can use
the computer lab.

Why are you an ambassador?
To be a part of the community. It also gives me a chance to
present to business leaders the advantage of hiring Veterans
and how they will help companies succeed with their business
objectives. Veterans are taught to be leaders, goal focused, and
mission driven team players, qualities that make hiring Veterans a sound business decision.

November Calendar

What does a Chamber Board Member do?
I joined the Chamber Board of Directors to give back to an
organization that has been here for us and for all businesses. As
a Board member I attend meetings, help set policy for the
Chamber and provide support and encouragement to our outstanding staff. I encourage all business owners and employees
that are Chamber members to learn more about the benefits of
chamber membership and seek out ways to get involved. I also
encourage other business owners to join the Chamber and to
become involved in its activities.

Nov. 12, 5:30 pm—7:30 pm
Tulare Outlets Holiday Mixer
Nov. 15, 12:00 pm—4:00 pm
Tulare Historical Museum 30th Anniversary Celebration
Nov. 16, 12:00 pm— 1:15 pm, Apple Annie’s Restaurant
Governmental Affairs Meeting

Nov. 17, 8:00 am— 9:00 am, Tulare Chamber
Ambassador Meeting
Nov. 17, 8:00 am—5:00 pm
Leadership Tulare Public Safety Day Session
Nov. 19, 6:00 pm—8:00 pm
Leadership Tulare Evening Session
Nov. 20, 10:00 am, Tulare County Fairgrounds
Global Winter Wonderland Ribbon Cutting
Dec 10, 5:30 pm – 8:00 pm
Chamber Open House & Reverse Draw
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Member News
FAMILY HEALTHCARE NETWORK WELCOMES
DENTIST TO NEWEST HEATLH CENTER IN TULARE
Family HealthCare Network (FHCN) is pleased to announce
the addition of dentist Dr. Rafal Drozdz, DMD to its provider
team in Tulare, CA. Dr. Drozdz is now accepting dental patients at the Tulare Health Center, the newest of FHCN’s 15
Community Health Centers.
SHRM LUNCHEON NOVEMBER 10
SHRM will hold a luncheon: Finance 101 for the HR Professional on Tuesday, November 10th from 11:00 am—1:10 pm.
It will cover budgets in the workplace, income statements, labor efficiency and more. For questions, please contact Fran
Herr at 559-300-5941.
HCCA/TRMC LAUNCHES STROKE TECHNOLOGY
CARE
A new technology available at HCCA/Tulare Regional Medical
Center is providing top-of-the-line care for stroke patients
without the need to transfer them to a specialty stroke center.
Stroke Teleneurology is the technology that allows specialist
physicians in one location to “see” and evaluate patients at
another location and provide an accurate and timely diagnosis
as well as a treatment plan. The new service was launched in
September at TRMC to deliver timely care to stroke patients.
TULARE COUNTY FARM BUREAU YOUNG
FARMERS & RANCHERS TO HOLD ANNUAL CASINO
NIGHT FUNDRAISER
The Tulare County Farm Bureau Young Farmers and Ranchers
(YF&R) Committee will hold their 22nd annual Casino Night
fundraiser on November 7, 2015 beginning at 6:00 pm at the
International Agri-Center Dairy Pavilion. Casino Night is the
sole fundraiser of the Young Farmers and Ranchers committee.
Casino Night tickets are available at a pre-sale price of $35 per
person and may be purchased through any YF&R member or
by contacting the Tulare County Farm Bureau office at (559)
732-8301. Tickets will be $40 at the door and credit card processing is not available.
LOCAL ENTERTAINERS CAN GO ‘GLOBAL’
Global Winter Wonderland, the magical world of light and
cultural entertainment coming to the Tulare County Fairgrounds, is seeking local entertainers. Global Winter Wonderland will open to the public on Saturday, Nov. 21, and will be
open select days through Sunday, Jan. 3. For details on performance opportunities and other information, call 510-962-8586,
ext. 111.

The Tulare Chamber of Commerce could not fulfill it’s mission
to advocate for and engage in efforts to encourage economic
opportunity and business prosperity in Tulare without the support of these sponsors.

Executive Sponsors

President Sponsors

Director Sponsors

Ambassador Sponsors
Harris Construction, Law Office of Michael Lampe,
Southern California Edison, Tulare Outlets,
Valley Business Bank, Will Tiesiera Ford
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New Members
Taylor Web Services
Is your website an active part of your small business? In a media-rich market, having an up-to-date online presence is much more
than a nice "extra"; it's a must. Taylor Web Services specializes in bringing your business to the web in a big way, at a price that
you can actually afford. We understand the fundamental necessity of attracting and retaining lifelong customers
through consistently delivering exceptional products and services. Our goal is to help your business effectively communicate this same message to each of your clients, through an easy to find, beautifully designed custom website. Ditch your old website, with its confusing update system and high prices, and give us a call today.

Family HealthCare Network
(FHCN) is a private nonprofit organization that operates community health centers throughout Tulare and Kings Counties. Founded
in 1976, our mission remains to provide quality health care to everyone in the communities we serve. We operate 19 sites, including
our health center in Tulare. We offer comprehensive primary care including family medicine, pediatric, obstetrics and gynecology,
dental services, behavioral health, nutrition, health education, care coordination, on site lab services, imaging services, free transportation, and community health,
outreach and enrollment services. FHCN is nationally recognized by the National Committee for Quality Assurance (NCQA) as a Level 3 Patient-Centered Medical
Home and is dually recognized by The Joint Commission with its Gold Seal of Approval® for Patient Quality and Safety and as a Patient Centered Primary Medical
Home. FHCN proudly serves everyone in the community of Tulare, offering services that are unique, patient-centered, and coordinated for the entire family.

Motel 99—Soon to be Palms Inn and Suites
The Motel 99 is located in the historical Tagus Ranch in Tulare, California, near to world famous attractions like Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks, World Ag Expo, and other places of interest like Outlet Stores, Golf Courses etc. The motel is surrounded by the
beautiful farmland of California with 55 extra-large and clean rooms and a nice outdoor pool in the middle of its Grand Resort Courtyard. The motel also has free Hi-speed Wireless Internet throughout the facility so you can work and relax from anywhere within the
motel premises. Free Complimentary Coffee and Continental Breakfast, with RV and Truck Parking available.

Sundale Foundation
Sundale Foundation for Students and Community, Inc. is a non-profit founded in 2006 through an effort initiated by the Sundale Union Elementary School Board. It was established in order to serve the needs of the community, while connecting the community to school. Our
mission: To provide opportunity for the Sundale Community and Families, through education, mentoring, sports and other activities to build
moral integrity, academic excellence and the development of self-worth. We serve youth 18-months to 13 years old on up to adults through
our preschool, after school and enrichment programs. The Foundation offers tutoring, safe activities, enrichment, child care for parents, and
recreation both on the Sundale campus as well as in the "Villa" Community in Tulare. Visit our website at www.sundalefoundation.com and
"Like" us on Facebook!

Visalia Rawhide
The Visalia Rawhide professional baseball team is the most affordable family entertainment option in Tulare and Kings Counties. The Rawhide are embarking on a new era in Visalia Baseball, with more renovations to Rawhide Ballpark and a renewed
affiliation with the Major League club.

The Rawhide are proud to be the Advanced-A, California League affiliate of the Arizona Diamondbacks. The Rawhide and the
Diamondbacks signed a new, four year Player Development Contract (PDC) in June of the 2012 season that covers the 2013-2016 baseball seasons. The Rawhide and
the city of Visalia are doing everything necessary to ensure a long, productive relationship with the proud Diamondbacks franchise.
The Rawhide have grown into a community gathering place for everyone in the surrounding area. Fans of all ages enjoying coming out to the ballpark for its friendly
and exciting atmosphere while they continue to support their team in ascending numbers.

Civic Minded Member—Sandra Gist-Langiano
A Civic Minded Tulare Chamber member is someone who individually supports the mission of the Chamber; to encourage economic
opportunity and business prosperity in Tulare. Civic Minded members may participate in the Chamber Ambassador program, Governmental Affairs meetings and other Chamber functions, allowing you to stay connected and informed.
Thank you Sandra Gist-Langiano for your support of the Tulare Chamber of Commerce.
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Family HealthCare Network Ribbon Cutting, October 1
263 S. West St., Tulare

F U T U R E

Visalia Modern Dentistry Ribbon Cutting, October 5
3206 N. Dinuba Blvd., Ste. F., Visalia

Loyal Renewing Members


Altria Client Services, Inc.



Hilarides Dairy



SHRM of Tulare-Kings County



Avila's Tile & Cabinets



Jeanne Vander Poel



Sozinho Insurance



Bassett Farms, Inc.



Kohler & Clark Screw Products,Inc



St. Rita's Catholic Church



Battery Pro



L & S Paving, Inc.



Steve Presant



Bel R. Martin & Sons Dairy



Lawrence & Shirley Coelho



TAE Inc., Architecture & Planning



Black Bear Diner



Liberty Elementary School



T-Bar Dairy -Barcellos Farms



Brian Bell DDS



Machado Hay Company



Terra Linda Dairy



Buckman Mitchell, Inc.



Manuel Torres Family Resource Center



The Gas Company



C J Shannon & Sons Feed Lot



Marlene Kelly



The LightHouse Rescue Mission



California Bean & Pea, Inc.



Mendes Calf Ranch



T-Shirt Express



California Office Liquidators



Oak Valley Union School District



Tulare Community Church



Casa Grande Assisted Living, Inc.



Pat Loftis Farms



Tulare County Association of Governments



CASA of Tulare County



Patricia Drilling, DDS



Tulare County Association of Realtors



Central California Blood Center



Patrick Isherwood



Tulare Kings Right To Life



Chicago Title Company



Pena's Disposal Inc.



Tulare Local Development Company



City of Tulare-City Council



Rethought Reborn



Tulare Polaris



Collette Vacations



Riverbend Dairy



Tulare Volunteer Bureau



COS TCC-Provost



Robert Bell, DDS, Inc.



UC Davis VMTRC



Elements - Interior Design by Michelle Lewis, Inc.



Ronald B. Quinn & Co.



Valov & Sons Farming



Gentival Hospice



Salser & Dillard Funeral Chapel



Walton Family Moving & Storage



Gist Farms, Inc.



Shannon Brothers Company, Inc
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