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Tulare Chamber of Commerce Annual Awards
Friday, Jan. 23, 2015 • 6 pm • Heritage Complex • International Agri-Center
Sponsorship, Tables & Tickets are available at tularechamber.org or 559-686-1547

Man of the Year:
Tom Drilling

Woman of the Year:
Sandra Gist-Langiano

By Julie Fernandez, Tulare Voice
Tom Drilling, a man deeply committed for most of his life
to supporting and improving his community, is Tulare’s 2014
Man of the Year. Drilling, a former mayor will be honored
at the Tulare Chamber
of Commerce’s Annual
Awards Banquet and
Installation on Jan. 23.
“I think there were a
lot of guys who are a lot
more deserving than I
am,” said Drilling, adding
he was “amazed” when
past Men of the Year surprised him with the news
at the Tulare Rotary Club’s regular meeting recently.
People familiar with his history beg to differ, including his
youngest daughter, Tulare dentist Dr. Patricia Drilling Phelps.
When Drilling Phelps nominated her father for the honor, she
included a long list of facts that prompted the selection committee to agree he embodies the spirit of the award and is truly, as
she puts it, “Tulare’s Man for All Seasons.”
“My father’s commitment to public service is permanently
etched into the cornerstone of Tulare and woven into the very
fabric of its existence,” she said. “Dad is not one to ever ‘blow his
own horn,’” she added. “So with this nomination, I am doing just
that.”
In addition to his service on the City Council in the late 1940s
and early 1950s, the now 93-year-old Drilling actively supported
efforts to build Tulare District Hospital – now Tulare Regional
Medical Center – more than 60 years ago. And in 2005 he helped
the campaign to pass a bond for a new medical tower, Drilling
Phelps said.
See Drilling / 3

By Julie Fernandez, Tulare Voice
Past recipients of the Tulare Woman of the Year award are
welcoming Sandra Gist-Langiano into the spotlight with great
enthusiasm and awe for the work she has done on behalf
of children, agriculture,
the symphony and other
concerns.
“I believe that Sandi
is ex tremely wor thy
of this honor,” Ellen
Gorelick, said in a letter
nominating her for the
2014 Tulare Chamber of
Commerce award.
Calling Gist-Langiano
“an incredible asset to the City of Tulare,” Gorelick reported her
nomination also had the support of 10 other past recipients.
The Tulare Chamber will honor Gist-Langiano at its annual
Awards Banquet and Installation on Jan. 23. “I am totally humbled by this honor,” Gist-Langiano said Wednesday. “I don’t
understand why it’s me.”
Gorelick’s letter offers several reasons why, not the least
being the nearly 40 years she spent teaching at Sundale School.
“I have been with Sandi on numerous occasions when former
students and parents have told her how much she meant to their
lives,” she wrote. “To put it succinctly, she was a GREAT teacher.”
After visiting a teaching garden in Hawaii, Gist-Langiano
became instrumental in developing Sundale School’s garden
program in 1995. Since then she has helped to establish 51 other
school gardens in Tulare County. Gist-Langiano believes gardens
are marvelous tools for teaching children.
“You can teach anything through a garden,” she said, adding
her school garden efforts have produced “one of the greatest satisSee Gist-Langiano / 3

Small Business of the Year:
Happy Cookers

Large Business of the Year:
Palace Food Depot

By Julie Fernandez, Tulare Voice
The partners in Happy Cookers Catering were baking 3,600
cookies for hundreds of wide-eyed children who attend the
annual Downtown Christmas Tree Lighting when in walks
downtown businessman
Lee Myers and Tulare
Chamber of Commerce
officials bearing gifts of
flowers and balloons.
The business had
volunteered to do the
baking for the Tulare
Downtown Association
event, but partner Margaret Uchita was taken aback by the gesture.
“It’s silly,” she recalled thinking. “You don’t have to give me
flowers for making the cookies.”
She soon learned the visitors had come not only to thank
Happy Cookers for taking on that important task, but for the
years and years of generous giving to the community, which will
honor it on Jan. 23 as the Tulare Chamber of Commerce’s 2014
Small Business of the Year.
“It was a shock,” said Uchita, whose husband, Bobby, friend
Richard Rogers and sister-in-law Carole Uchita are partners in
Happy Cookers.
The Uchitas, Rogers and others began volunteering in 1985 to
cook a solid month of meals for the 1,300 volunteers who make
World Ag Expo possible each February. The catering business
began in 1991 in response to requests that they cater private
events, Margaret Uchita said.
In addition to volunteering time for World Ag Expo each year,
Happy Cookers also prepare meals for other International AgriCenter meetings and events, including the California Antique
Farm Equipment Show and the annual Breakfast with Santa.
“They’re really gracious people,” Agri-Center CEO Jerry Sinift
said. “They are really the best known caterers in Tulare … [and]
they never turn down an opportunity to help the Agri-Center or
anybody else.”
Their volunteer work at the Agri-Center goes beyond cooking, as critical as that is. Bobby and Margaret Uchita and Rogers
are all past World Ag Expo chairmen and they continue to be
involved in other aspects of the show. Each has also served
on the International Agri-Center board of directors and Bobby
See Cookers / 3

By Julie Fernandez, Tulare Voice
Palace Food Depot, whose owners have quietly contributed
to the betterment of Tulare for more than seven decades, is the
Tulare Chamber of Commerce’s 2014 Large Business of the Year.
Past recipients and
Chamber officials surprised CEO Steve Gong
with the news just before
a scheduled manager’s
meeting at the 115 South
West St. business.
“I was very shocked
and surprised and just
completely taken aback
by the whole thing,”
Gong said.
That he was surprised probably came as no surprise to
Barton and Gwen Smith and Gerry Soults, who nominated the
business for the award.
“There’re just some people in the world who do things so
quietly,” Soults said. “We just felt it was time for him to be seen.”
“Rarely does a small town have the opportunity to recognize
a generational business where an ancestor or parent was the
nucleus for building a business that would benefit a community
like Tulare,” the Smiths and Soults wrote.
“Steve Gong, CEO, along with his brothers, Geary and Andy,
and son, Eric, exemplify the meaning of concern for the welfare
of their employees,” the Smiths and Soults wrote in their nomination letter.
They said Gong shows care and respect for the 85 to 95
Palace Food Depot employees and reported that he “takes very
little time off for himself, but is gracious with vacation time for
his employees and is quick to respond to an employee with personal needs.
The business is a long-time, dues-paying member of the
Chamber and “a great asset to the community,” the nomination
letter reads, adding: “Regardless of whether it is a civic, community, church or a personal request, the company is quick to be of
service in giving a monetary or food donation.”
The business has sponsored Little League teams and helped
with school fundraisers; and Gong family members – including
their matriarch Mary Fan Gong—are active members of United
Methodist Church, which named Steve Gong its 2013 Man of the
See Palace / 3

Ben Brubaker takes reins as
Tulare Chamber of Commerce CEO

On November 21, 2014, The Tulare Chamber of Commerce
Board of Directors announced the unanimous selection of Ben
Brubaker as Chief Executive Officer. Ben spent the next two
weeks training his replacement at the Tulare Grocery Outlet.
December 4th was Ben’s first day at the Chamber.
Ben was born in Placerville California and spent his high
school years in a small farming community in South Eastern
Idaho. Ben graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree from
Brigham Young University-Idaho, and has slowly been working
on his Masters of Public Administration.
Crystal Cota, the chamber’s Board of Director chairperson,
said “Brubaker is a great addition to the chamber and will carry
out the organization’s missions and goals. Ben has already been
involved with a number of chamber projects and this should
help make the transition smooth and seamless. I believe that the

members will relate well with Ben, as a chamber member, he
sees that we need to make our members our highest priority and
help our businesses be successful.”
Ben is excited to continue working with and helping the
business community in and around Tulare. “I want to explore
ways the Chamber can help members, specifically developing member value, communication and utilizing a greater “new
age” approach to chamber technology.” With 14 years in the
Army National Guard, a degree emphasizing Organizational
Communications, running a family small business and multiple
other management experiences Ben says he is, “prepared to
be the chamber’s CEO. I have been running a local business. I
understand the heartaches and tremendous rewards business
owners/operators have.”
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Brandman University
teams with Tulare
Chamber: Offers
10% off scholarship

Leadership Tulare spends day learning
about law enforcement, public safety

As working adults, the challenges
of earning a quality degree are significantly different than
the challenges
faced by traditional college students. Often, our
schedules are more hectic, our careers
more demanding, and our obligations more substantial. For over 50
years, Brandman University, formerly
Chapman University College has made
it possible for working adults to earn
Bachelor, Master, and Doctoral degrees
while balancing the demands of work
and family.
Brandman University is designed
for students who demand the quality
and reputation of a traditional education, combined with the rigor and flexibility built for today’s working world.
Our courses are taught by industry
leading professionals who bring realworld work experience to the curriculum, providing practical knowledge
students can apply directly to their
professional life.
We have par tnered with the
Tulare Chamber of Commerce
Network to offer 12 employees a
10% off Scholarship for the entirety
of their degree.
You must enroll in one of our
Spring Sessions.
The University will offer and fund
up to twelve (12) Premier Partners
Scholarships to the Organization
for student enrollments in graduate
and undergraduate degree programs
at Brandman University (excluding
School of Nursing & Health Profession
degree programs, Certificate programs, Credential programs, Doctorate
of Education, and Competency Based
Education programs) equivalent to:
n Graduate degree scholarship
= $60 per credit reduced from full
tuition rate
n Undergraduate degree scholarship = $50 per credit reduced from
full tuition rate at the University’s on
ground and fully online campuses
solely for the following Session:
n Spring 1 and Spring 2 Session
2015 which begins on January 12,
2015 and March 9, 2015, respectively.
to Organization employees, as designated by the Organization, wishing to enroll in the University programs under the Premier Partners
Scholarship Program. The scholarship
award amount will be reduced from
the full, current tuition rates (per credit) and will remain fixed for the duration of the entire program so long as
the student does not miss more than
two consecutive sessions, continues to
make satisfactory academic progress,
and remains in good academic and
financial standing in accordance with
the University’s existing catalog. The
University’s tuition rates are subject to
change.
If you have ever thought about
earning your degree NOW IS THE
TIME! Please feel free to contact
Brandman University, 559-636-5585,
www.brandman.edu, with any questions or concerns!

By Betsy Lutz
They say, “you learn something new every day,” but how
often does that really happen? And when was the last time you
learned something that you were so excited about that you expressed your excitement to the person sitting next to you?
When was the last time you had a day
filled with those moments?
When we, the 2014-2015 class of Leadership Tulare, heard
from speakers from the Tulare Police Department, Fire Station,
Coroner’s Office, and
Animal Services, we built
on the knowledge we
already had, and further
developed our understanding of those departments. We interacted
with and got to know
those public ser vice
employees that so often
get taken for granted.
Naturally, each member of this year’s program has his or her
own background and preconceptions, and each member takes
away something different from each group interaction. Hearing
about the Police Department and touring the facility was indeed
very interesting, and made TV shows come to life. The group
toured the jail, where a suspect was being held in custody – for
some, this was something incredibly new, something they’d only
ever seen on TV; for others, it was very familiar.
We saw interview rooms that weren’t like what you see on TV
– one of which had a comfortably stuffed flowery couch! We saw
the break room – once again, it didn’t look like what we’d seen
on TV: it looked more like a 50s diner, with black and white
checker tile and red pleather-covered chairs. As far as we saw,
there wasn’t a dark room with a metal table and chairs, and no
sweat-inducing interrogation light, either! It looked like a nice
place to work.
Then there was the understaffed dispatch room, where a dispatcher lives to multitask, monitoring as many as five monitors
at a time. Each member of the group left with a deep and profound appreciation for all of the hard work that each member of
the police force – from the front desk to the SWAT team to the
drug enforcement unit to the K-9 handlers and the code enforce-

ment workers – do every day.
Next up was the fire station, which seemed remarkably
homey, complete with kitchen,
recliners and a TV. The tour was
made even more personal when
one member of the group saw a
picture hanging on the wall – a
picture of a previous Tulare Fire
Chief, her father-in-law.
After the fire station, we
toured the Tulare County
Coroner’s office. Some members
of the group were endlessly fascinated and intrigued while others had visions of horror movies; that just served to illustrate
that although we have different interests, perspectives, and priorities, we can all come together to bond and learn and grow.
Our final stop of the day (before debriefing at the PD) was
Animal Services, where some of us had fun petting the office
dog and touring the indoor and outdoor facilities…not to mention admiring the cute little pups. Each of us learned a great deal
in just nine short hours – about the programs and opportunities
in Tulare as well as about ourselves and each other. When we
started this program, we were just fifteen individuals, but now,
we’re becoming more and more of a cohesive unit. We are learning and growing with every experience. We are leaders, and by
expanding the breadth and depth of our knowledge and awareness, we are becoming better leaders every day.

IN MEMORIAM

Community Leader Arthur Edward Clark
On December 1, 2014, Arthur Edward Clark passed away
peacefully at Kaweah Delta Hospital in Visalia,CA after a brief illness. Our hearts are heavy knowing he is no longer with us but joyous knowing that he is with
God, and probably planning a machine shop in
Heaven.
Arthur was preceded in death by His Parents,
Champ W. and Fern Rench Clark and His Wife,
Glenda Clark in 1992.
Clark
Mr. C was born July 16, 1941 in Springfield,
Ohio but lived in Southern California until 1999, when he relocated to Tulare. He was a machinist, screw machine setup man,
foreman, manufacturing engineer, division manager and plant
manager until he started his own jobshop, Kohler and Clark
Screw Products, Inc. in Santa Ana in the mid 1970s and moved it
from Anaheim to Tulare after a fire in 1998.
Lovingly dubbed “Social Butterfly” by his wife, he embraced
the small town feel of Tulare and was active in the Tulare
Chamber of Commerce, even serving as Board Chair in 2012 and
on the Chamber Ambassador Committee. He was an active mem-

ber of the Tulare Sunrise Rotary Club, Toastmasters International
for over 20 years, a member of the Tulare Aviation Committee
and graduate of the Tulare Chamber Leadership Class of 2013.
He is survived by his wife of 21 years, Sandy Clark; four
daughters, Julie ( Jeff) Hauser, Corona; Lorraine (Ray) Currie,
Anaheim Hills; Cindy Sheffield (Pete) Jablonski, Hoffman Estates,
Ill. ; and stepdaughter Tami (Lorne) Sparkman, Tulare. He was
blessed to be a grandfather of six; two grandsons, Casey Curris
and Cody Currie, four granddaughters, Danielle (Rick) Gomm,
Alicia Sheffiels, Hoffman Estates, Ill., and Stephanie Sparkman
and Stacy Sparkman, Tulare. He is also survived by his brothers Champ (Jewel) Clark, Garden Grove; and Mark (Pat) Clark,
Antioch, and his aunt Ruth Flory of Dayton, Ohio. He will also
be missed by his mother in law Zolla Presley and brothers in
law Harvey Willis and Steve Willis, Tulare.
The family would like to especially thank the doctors and
nurses in the Intensive Care and Comfort Care units of Kaweah
Delta Hospital for their kindness to Art and his family. They
were always accessible for our needs.

Christmas
Parade

Photo courtesy of Ron Holman,
Tulare Advance-Register

Tulare Downtown Assn. Christmas Parade
Santa Claus!

Ribbon Cutting

Dr. Alisa Martin, D.D.S.

952 N. Cherry Street • Tulare • 559-686-0044

Circles of Excellence
A program of the Tulare Chamber of Commerce

Ambassador’s Circle
Citizens Business Bank • Educational Employees Credit Union
Lane Engineers • Magnolia Health Corp., Twin Oaks Assisted Living
Southern California Edison • TF Tire & Service
Tulare Community Health Clinic

Director’s Circle

Farm Credit West • International Agri Center
Res-Com Pest Control • Valley Business Bank

President’s Circle

Horswill, Mederos & Soares • J.D. Heiskell & Company
Lagomarsino Group • Saputo Cheese USA Inc.
Tachi Palace Hotel & Casino • Tulare Outlet Center
Tulare Regional Medical Center

Chairman’s Circle

Land O’ Lakes
Visalia Times-Delta / Tulare Advance-Register
The Tulare Chamber of Commerce would like to
recognize these members who have gone above and
beyond membership investment in 2014. Their support is
instrumental in the growth of the Chamber.
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Parks and Rec has ideas
to help keep the kids busy
Winter Camp: Need a place for
your child(ren) to be safe while having fun during the winter break? The
Tulare Parks & Recreation Department
will be offering a week long Winter
Camp, Monday through Friday, from
Jan 5-9, 2015 at the Cecil Berkley
Activity Center, 830 S. Blackstone St.
Children who are in Kindergarten
through the 6th grades are welcome to
participate. They will enjoy indoor and
outdoor (weather permitting) activities
such as group sports, games, crafts,
skits and movie sessions. THEY MUST
BRING A SACK LUNCH. Snacks may
be purchased at the camp or they may
bring their own snacks. This camp will
be limited to 75 children and the fee is
$83/participant (full week) or $20/participant (daily drop-in).
Men’s Basketball: This fun and
exhilarating sport will begin January
11, 2015. The league will be limited
to the first twenty-four (24) teams that
will play a ten game season at the
Tulare Youth Center, 948 North H St.
Team Fee is $366 payable by January
2, 2015.
Little Dunkers Basketball: Boys
and girls ages 4-8 are encouraged
to participate in this non-competitive league where coaches introduce
games and skills which reinforce the
learning of dribbling, passing, shooting and rebounding. Program dates
are Saturdays, January 17, 24, 31, and
February 7, 2015. 4-5 year olds play
9-10 a.m., and 6-8 year olds play 10:1011:10 a.m. Registration fee is $29 by
Friday, December 19, 2014, and $31
after that date until Friday, January 9,
2015 registration deadline. Fee includes
a participation t-shirt.
Afterschool Basketball:
Afterschool Basketball signups will

be taken online or in person at the
Parks & Recreation Office for 4th, 5th
and 6th grades. Practices will be held
Tuesdays and Thursdays, January 15
thru February 26th from 3:30-5p.m. on
school campuses. Games will be held
on Saturdays, January 31, February
7, 14, 21 at Tulare Union Gym.
Registration fee is $21 and must be
paid by January 14, 2015.
Track and Field: Registrations are
now being taken for our Tulare Zoom
track program held on Saturdays from
9:00-10:30 a.m. providing basic instruction in track & field for youth ages
7-15. Events covered include sprints,
middle distance, shot, long jump and
hurdles. Practices are February 7,
14, 21 and 28 and the track meet is
Thursday, March 5. Registration fee is
$25 per child which includes a Tulare
Zoom tank.
B.E.S.T. Club: The Tulare Parks and
Recreation Department takes registrations for the BEST Club afterschool
program on an on-going basis throughout the year. Kids from Kindergarten
through 6th grade participate in group
activities, arts and crafts, music, movies, games, sports and special events.
B.E.S.T. Clubs are open Monday
through Friday after school until 5:30
p.m. and follow the Tulare City School
District Schedule. Registration fee is
$300 per student per school year and
can be split in two payments of $150
for fall semester and $150 for spring
semester.
Registrations for all Tulare Parks
and Recreation programs are taken
in person at 830 S. Blackstone St. or
online at https://apm.activecommunities.com/tulareparksandrec. For more
information on any of our programs,
please call 559-684-4310.

American Red Cross Central
California is here to help
The American Red Cross Central
California Region stretches over seven
counties – Mariposa, Merced, Madera,
Fresno, Tulare, Kings, Kern, Ventura, Santa
Barbara, and San Luis Obispo Counties.
Through the sole help of volunteers and
the donations of individuals and corporate
sponsors, our local chapter helped over
150,000 individuals in our community last
year alone.
Our Mission
As reflected in the Red Cross mission,
the Central California Region Chapter
seeks to help people prevent, prepare for,
and respond to natural and human-caused
disasters through the immediate mobilization of people and resources and the
provision of community, workplace, and
school-based training.
Beyond disaster relief, the Chapter delivers Community-Disaster Education, First
Aid/CPR, and other types of life-saving
health & safety training to thousands of people across our region to help people prevent, prepare, and respond to emergencies.
This training targets underprivileged
youth and families living in disaster-prone
neighborhoods and/or at-risk for negative
health outcomes.
The Red Cross is also the
Congressionally-mandated agent of communication between every person serving
in the United States Military and their family members.
Our History

January 2015 — page 3

MEMBER NEWS

Over many years, local citizens of the
area volunteered their time, energy and
funding to save lives, teach the youth to
swim, maintained important communication with military deployed around the
world and their families and responded to
disasters large and small throughout our
community and the nation.
The American Red Cross Central
California has been there to help the
community during the 1983 Coalinga
Earthquake, the 1994 Big Creek Forest
Fire, the 2008 Telegraph Wildfire in
Mariposa County and the California
Wildfires in 2007.
Last Year the American Red Cross
Central California Chapter responded to
545 single-family disasters, that is approximately two disasters every day, and the
Red Cross volunteers provided clothing,
food, temporary shelter and a hug to these
families. The chapter provided emergency
communication and assistance to 5,637
military personal and their families; certified 35,359 individuals in CPR/First Aid
and Water Safety; and educated 109,969
citizens about disaster preparedness.
The active role the American Red Cross
Central California has played in the community for the last 94 years will continue
and there has never been a better opportunity to make a difference than to get
involved and support the efforts of the 671
volunteers that make up your local chapter
of the American Red Cross.
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Gist-Langiano

and current member of the AAUW VisaliaSequoia Branch; member of the Valley Oak
Garden Club; past member of the Tulare
County Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse
Advisory Board; and 1993 graduate of the
Chamber’s Leadership Tulare program.
Among her recognitions and honors,
Gist-Langiano was the 2007 Tulare County
recipient of the Common Threads Award,
which the Ag One Foundation, Fresno
State College of Agricultural Sciences and
Technology and the California Agricultural
Leadership Foundation bestow on women
in agriculture for outstanding philanthropic and community service.
She also received the Teacher of
Excellence award from the California
Foundation for Agriculture in the
Classroom in 2003 and an award for service to the Tulare County Farm Bureau in
2009.
Born in Utah, the then Sandra LaRue
moved to Tulare with her family when she
was about four years old. She graduated
from Sundale School and Tulare Union
High School before beginning her college
career at College of the Sequoias. She later
studied music at Centenary in Shreveport,
Louisiana. Gist-Langiano’s bachelor’s
degree in education is from Fresno State
and her master’s degree in psychology
from University of LaVerne. She was
inducted into Delta Kappa Gamma, an
education honor society, in 1988.
She began her teaching career in
Fresno in 1962 and returned to Tulare in
1965 to help her mother run the family
farm after her father died and to teach at
Sundale.

Drilling

of the planning committee of the frontnine holes at Tulare Golf Course and manager and catcher of the Tulare Red Devils,
a fast-pitch softball team.
“Last, but not least, he was a talented
general dentist serving Tulare for 40 years,
both in private practice, and performing
oral surgery and facial trauma repairs at
Tulare hospitals,” Drilling Phelps said.
She describes her father as “a man who
possesses and commands a ‘presence,’ yet
is also known for his kindness, compassion, friendliness, wry wit, quick smile,
easy laugh and unpretentiousness.”
Drilling was born on March 20, 1921,
in Iowa and moved to Tulare with his family when he was 16 years old. He is a 1938
graduate of Tulare Union High School and a
1944 graduate of the University of Southern
California, where he studied dentistry.
He served in the Army and Navy during
World War II and with the Marine Corps
in 1952, when he was called back to duty
because of the Korean War.

Cookers

involved with the business when she
returned to Tulare in 2002.
When Margaret Uchita was named the
Tulare Chamber of Commerce’s Woman
of the Year in 2001, an FFA advisor said
she had spent hundreds of hours working
on events. Her involvement as an Encore
Theater parent, FFA Booster, Tulare Union
High School booster, Tulare County
Cotton Women and Tulare-Kings Counties
Women for Agriculture were also noted.

Palace

edge and skills to help disadvantaged people turn their dreams into reality, the Smiths
and Soults said.
Gong is a graduate of Tulare Western
High School Class of 1966, College of the
Sequoias and University of California,
Berkeley, where he studied business administration.
In addition to the many lessons he
learned in the classroom, he received valuable guidance from his father, Gerry Gong.
“His thing was that in the grocery business you’ve got to remember to give back
to the community what you can,” Gong said.

(continued from page 1)
factions I’ve had through the years.”
Gist-Langiano also helped to develop guidelines for an agricultural literacy
awareness project from 2002 to 2006, evaluating curriculum and training teachers
throughout the state, Gorelick said.
She also worked on the Central Valley
Ag Literacy Program at Fresno State
University from 2001 to 2005, helping to
evaluate curriculum in light of state standards, she said.
Her farming background – she grew up
on a farm in Tulare and she and husband
Terry Langiano grow walnuts on Tulare’s
eastside – is the foundation for her a passion for agriculture.
She is a Tulare County Farm Bureau
member and has served as co-chair of its
education committee; and as a member
of California Women in Agriculture, she
has served as chairperson of its mini-grant
program, Gorelick said. Gist-Langiano also
has volunteered with World Ag Expo’s
Exhibitor Relations Committee for nearly
35 years.
Her love of music is reflected in her
service on the Tulare County Symphony
Association Board of Directors, where
she is the education chair. She also is a
member of the Tulare County Symphony
League.
She is a member and past president of
the Tulare Sunrise Rotary Club; member of
the LightHouse Rescue Mission auxiliary;
past president of the Tulare branch of the
American Association of University Women

(continued from page 1)
More recently Drilling was a member of
the Tulare Motorsports Complex Advisory
Committee, a citizens group whose work
ended after the controversial project,
which he strongly opposed, failed to move
forward.
He was a founding member and executive board officer of the Tulare Hospital
Foundation, chairman for the drive to
build a cafeteria at St. Aloysius Parochial
School and the first elected president of
the Tulare Kiwanis Club.
He also served as president of Tulare
Rotary and of the Tulare-Kings Dental
Society. Drilling was co-chairman of the
site selection committee for the Tulare
Senior Community Center on North F
Street and chairman of Tulare Rotary’s
fundraising efforts to buy a wheelchairaccessible van for the center.
In the sports arena, he was a member

(continued from page 1)
Uchita was chairman of the committee
instrumental in the planning and building
of the Heritage Complex.
In addition to volunteering at the AgriCenter, Happy Cookers have prepared
meals for high school fundraisers, Relay
for Life, FFA activities and other events,
said Carole Uchita, who first became

(continued from page 1)
Year. He has served on the staff parish committee and its administrative board.
Gerry Gong was one of the founders of
the Chinese Cultural Center, which opened
in Visalia in 1990, and Steve Gong has
served on its board of directors for the past
few years.
He also serves on the board of an association of second generation Chinese grocers
in Tulare County and works with Vista, a
program that allows him to use his knowl-

New Year! New Car!
No Payment for 90 Days
Call our Direct Loan Line

1.99

RATES AS LOW AS

(559) 737-5777

%
APR*

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. The APR is the advertised rate and can vary based on credit
worthiness, the age of vehicle, and terms of the loan. A 0.25% rate reduction is available when you
sign up for automatic payment. A 0.25% rate reduction is available if loan to value is 80% or less
(Car Loan Only). Maximum discount is .50% off APR. Car Loans currently financed through
Tucoemas FCU cannot be refinanced with this offer. Rate is subject to change without notice.
Rates apply to new and used models 2009 or newer. Applies to car loans up to 60 months.
Additional criteria may apply. ** If you opt-in for the 90 days no payment - please note interest will
continue to accrue over the 90 days.

www.tucoemas.org
Federally insured by NCUA
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Tulare Chamber — the Update

PROVIDING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

December 27, 2014

Tulare Advance-Register

January Calendar
Thurs., Jan. 1
Tulare Chamber wil be closed and
reopen at 8 am on January 5.

January 1-31
Ambassador Sock Drive
Drop off proceeds to Tulare Chamber.
All donations will go to Tulare
Emergency Aid.

Mon., Jan. 12
Governmental Affairs Meeting
Apple Annie’s, 12-1 pm.

Thurs., Jan. 15
Leadership Tulare hosts a Day Session
about Agriculture and Water

Tues., Jan. 20
Ambassador Committee Meeting
Tulare Chamber Trade Room,
220 E. Tulare Ave., 8 am

Fri., Jan. 23
Annual Awards Banquet
International Agri-Center,
Heritage Complex, 6 pm
Tickets are on sale now, 559-686-1547

Mon., Jan. 26
Leadership Tulare hosts the
Civic & Services Clubs Evening
International Agri-Center, 6 pm
For more information, 559-686-1547

City expects to close
Cartmill between M
Street and Akers
By Julie Fernandez, Tulare Voice
Drivers beware: If you use Cartmill
Avenue between M Street and Akers
Road to get to work or shop, you have
one day to find a new route.
Weather permitting, the city plans
to close that portion of Cartmill
Avenue for an estimated eight months
as work to reconfigure the interchange
at Highway 99 continues, Nick Bartsch
told the Tulare City Council recently.
Bartsch, the city’s project manager,
also reported removal of the existing
freeway bridge is expected to begin
soon with the bulk of the demolition
occurring Wednesday and Thursday
nights.
That nighttime work will require
closure of both the northbound and
southbound lanes of the freeway and
detours will be provided until they
reopen at 6 a.m. Thursday and Friday
mornings, he said.
Bartsch also reported a new estimate in the amount of dirt needed for
the project is significantly more than
first calculated and could wipe out
most of the project contingency funds,
if it is correct. “It is a very significant
item.”
Councilman Craig Vejvoda had
asked at a previous meeting if the
Tulare sign on the freeway bridge
would be illuminated and Bartsch said
Tuesday the plan did not call for that
but staff has asked the contractor to
work up a proposal. The estimated
cost is $10,000.”
Vejvoda said he wanted a sign that
“looks nice 24/7.”

Get Healthy
& Strong!

Pitching Wedge
Restaurant and Lounge

Call ahead for MONDAY

NIGHT MEAL BUFFET

Daily Lunch Specials
Monday

Meatloaf

Tuesday

Hot Turkey

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

NO Contracts or Initiation Fees

Whatever Wednesday

Only $35 per mo.

Hot Roast Beef

Ladies Only Area

Fishy

We sell dietary supplements

Iron Grip Gym

SENIOR CITIZEN
DISCOUNT 10%

VS-0000249586

EVERYDAY!!

5300 S Laspina St.
Tulare, CA 93274

(559) 686-0270

Fitness for Men & Women
Lose Weight • Feel Better • Get Fit

BUY ONE GET ONE

1/2 OFF any Entrée.

Equal or Lesser Value. EXCLUDES DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

Tulare • 299 So. “L” Street • (559) 688-4312
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