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Save the Date:
FEBRUARY 5, 2015

Brandman University
Scholarship Opportunities
Tulare Chamber, 10 am

FEBRUARY 10-12, 2015

WORLD
AG EXPO
2015

World Ag Expo

International Agri-Center, www.worldagexpo.org

Ambassador Meeting will be
cancelled in the month of February
FEBRUARY 18, 2015

Basic Quickbooks Class
Tulare Chamber, 8 am - 4:30 pm

GENERAL
INFORMATION

FEBRUARY 19, 2015

Quickbooks Intermediate Class
Tulare Chamber, 8 am - 1 pm

MARCH 17, 2015

February 10-12, 2015

United Way Mixer
5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

n Tuesday & Wednesday
9 am - 5 pm
n Thursday
9 am - 4 pm

MARCH 27, 2015

Leadership Roundup

Ribeye steak and oyster dinner.
Heritage Complex, 6 pm

General Admission

Cabrillo Civic Club taking
scholarship applications

n $15 at the gate
n Children 12 and under,
free

Cabrillo Civic Club of California is now
accepting scholarship applications from
high school students who meet the criteria. The deadline is March 15, 2015.
Requirements: Portuguese descent, U.S.
citizen or permanent resident with a 3.50
GPA or higher.
For more information please contact
Dulcie Nunes, 559-688-8070. Applications
are available online at www.cabrillocivicclubs.org/scholarship.

Location
International Agri-Center
4500 S. Laspina Street
Tulare, California
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Tulare’s economic development
and why it is important
By Jenna Hill
The Tulare Leadership class enjoyed a wonderful day in
December learning about economic development in our city. It
is truly a multi-faceted process which involves
collaboration from individuals, businesses and
organizations, both large and small.
The day started off at the International AgriCenter with an in-depth introduction to economic development, led by Traci Myers, the
Community Development Deputy Director for
the City of Tulare. Traci informed us that our
Hill
gas stations are actually Tulare’s largest revenue maker for the City, and our state of the art
waste water treatment facility is one of our biggest assets to new businesses looking to come
here. As a class, we asked what we could do as
leaders to help further the success of our city’s
economic development. The answer is to promote partnerships, be the best that we can be in
Harrell
our given vocations, and to care enough about
our community to help and be a part of it.
Next, Jerry Sinift, CEO of the International Agri-Center gave
us a history of the World Ag Expo from its humble beginnings
as a Chamber of Commerce led event, to the international
leader that it is today. A tour of the entire grounds including
AgVentures and the Antique Farm Equipment Museum followed,
where we were able to truly grasp the sheer scope and complexity of the Center’s entire operation. Tulare is truly fortunate to
have it here!
City Hall was our next stop, where we had a very informative
discussion with City Manager Don Dorman. The discussion was
an important eye-opener, as he broke down the city’s budget in
terms of how economic development is so important, and how it

is tied to everything.
We had the pleasure of having
lunch at Hazel’s Kitchen, where we
received insight from owner Daniel Enriquez on the small business perspective on economic development, and the steps he
has taken for success.
Our class’s own Chris Harrell then took us on a walking tour
of Downtown to discuss the proposed Downtown Property
Based Improvement District, and the importance of Downtowns
for a city’s overall economic vitality. We visited the Hedgerow
House and received more small business owner insight from
Stuart Canby, as well as visited Tower Square, the new Amvets
location at ‘K’ and Kern, and the historic Linder’s Hardware
building.
Finishing up the day at the Chamber of Commerce, we heard
from the Director of the Downtown Association, John Harmon,
the President of the Small Business Center, Lisa Hollingshead,
See Leadership / 2

Chamber CEO’s goal is to redefine
the value of Chamber membership
By Ben Brubaker
CEO, Tulare Chamber of Commerce
By now most of us have made and maybe failed at our New
Year’s resolutions. Hopefully you have the motivation to continue throughout the year. I have tried and failed many times at
my New Year’s resolutions. Looking back there are a few factors
that contribute to my successful resolutions. My motivation to
achieve a goal is higher when I have a friend working towards
it with me. My goals this year are to redefine membership value
for Tulare Chamber of Commerce members.
This resolution requires a great team. You will see new faces
in the Chamber this year. Rachel Souza has most recently joined
the chamber staff as the Activities and Marketing Director.
Lauren Torrence has been at the Chamber for about 6 months

and is our Membership Sales Representative. Linda Howarth, the
current veteran at the Chamber, is our Information Coordinator.
I believe increasing membership value will be accomplished
through understanding our membership and asking members
what they need. The four basic categories of membership are
Community Investors, Community Builders, Business Investors
and Business Builders. Each has a different need and want from
its membership in the Chamber.
Over the next 12 months the Tulare Chamber will focus on
redefining membership value. We will be communicating with
Chamber members more often about their membership needs
and wants while evaluating and improving our programs and
activities.

page 2 — February 2015

NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES

January 31, 2015

NEW MEMBERS
Western BBQ Company
Please join the Tulare Chamber in welcoming
one of our newest members, Western BBQ Company.
Western BBQ Catering Services was established
in 2001. Western BBQ is a local; family owned and
operated catering business for all types and sizes
of events. Owners Donnie and Coleen Pacheco and
daughters, Delane and Hannah, were born and
raised here in Tulare County. We proudly service
Tulare and Kings Counties and surrounding areas.
Although our beginning revolved around BBQ

and our specialties, Tri-Tip,
chicken and steaks, we have
added many of our personal
family recipes to make a very
diverse menu. We also have
enjoyed catering theme parties such as an Octoberfest birthday with German
food and a State Fair themed company function.
Whatever your catering needs may be for your special event, we would be glad to serve you.
Contact info: 559-901-3864, 559-972-1916
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You are cordially invited to the Grand Opening
of the Tulare Public Library

Veterans
Resource
Center

Tulare Public Library
Saturday, February 21st, 2015
475 North M Street, Tulare, CA
11:00 am - 3:00 pm

Tulare Shoe Repair
Please join the Tulare Chamber in welcoming
one of our newest members, Tulare Shoe Repair.
Tulare Shoe Repair has been serving the community for the last eight years. In August of 2014, Celina
Celillo became the owner of the business. Celina is
proud to own a business in Tulare. She joined the
Chamber because she loves community and helping
others.

Tulare Shoe
Repair offers various
services. They repair
boots and heels;
including full and half-sole. They also do shoe shines
for people in the community.
Business hours are Monday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm
and Saturdays 9 am - 2 pm.
Contact info: 228 North K Street, 559-687-9116

Tulare
Shoe Repair

Crown Realty
Please join the Tulare Chamber in welcoming
one of our newest members, Crown Realty.
Crown Realty is a full service real estate office.
Located in Downtown Tulare, Crown Realty provides
a superior level of informed, professional real estate
services to buyers, sellers, and investors in Tulare,
Visalia, and throughout Tulare County.
Crown Realty is committed to redefining the real
estate experience for you! Their team of careerminded Realtors® are committed to the results that
matter to you, whether you are selling property for
maximum return or buying your dream home. The
driving force of Crown Realty is their dedication to
the timeless principles on which they were founded: practical expectations, the highest standards of
service excellence, and a caring approach to your
needs.
The Broker for Crown Realty is Carlos “Charlie”
Ramos. Ramos is a lifelong resident of Tulare.
After serving a rewarding 10-year career in the
United States Army, Ramos graduated from COS and

from Fresno State with
a degree in Business
Administration and
began his real estate
career in 2004. Ramos started his career at Century
21, Jordan-Link & Co. in Tulare.
His simple, straight forward approach to real
estate service gained the confidence of many and
he quickly began to realize success as a broker in
the area. In 2009, Ramos opened a property management company, Total Property Management and
soon after that became the Corp. Broker for AMVETS
Dept. of California Service Foundation.
Combining his talents in real estate sales and
property management, Ramos opened Crown Realty
in December 2014.
Ramos is active in many Veteran organizations, has
served on the City of Tulare Police Review Board
and has been active in local AYSO. Ramos is married to Karen, his beautiful wife of 10 years, and has
three children, Christian, Isabella and Emilia.
Contact info: 245 North M St., Tulare, 559-428-9601

H&R Block
Please join the Tulare Chamber in welcoming
one of our newest members, H&R Block.
Since 1955, H&R Block has never lost sight of the
key factors that led to our success, including superior customer service, a commitment to stand behind
our associates and work, and a promise to always
charge a fair price for the value provided.
In the 1970s, H&R Block built a national brand
by offering professional services for a mass market.
The company established a national presence and
increased the number of tax offices to more than
8,600. By 1978, H&R Block offices prepared more
than one out of every nine tax returns filed in the
United States. With that growth came the challenge
of hiring enough qualified tax professionals. The
company created H&R Block Income Tax Schools
to fill the need. Working with the IRS and Sears in
1986, H&R Block took a leadership role in the pilot

Leadership

(continued from page 1)
the Project Manager for the City of Tulare, Nick
Bartsch, and the new CEO of the Chamber of
Commerce, Ben Brubaker. John discussed the value
of his Association and their short and long term
goals for the growth of Downtown. Lisa explained
how vital an organization like hers is, in helping
people financially who would like to start up a small
business in Tulare. Nick presented a slide show
highlighting the major construction projects currently underway in the city, and their overall importance

test of electronic filing.
That year, the company
filed 22,000 returns electronically from two sites:
Cincinnati and Phoenix. The test was a success.
Electronic filing significantly reduced the amount of
time required for a taxpayer to receive their refund
and decreased the number of filing errors.
At H&R Block, charitable giving and volunteering
are an integral part of the culture. They are proud of
their commitment to making a difference in the communities where they live and work. It’s a rich tradition that their associates feel responsible to continue.
H&R Block’s charitable giving and volunteering program H&R Block Strength in Numbers reflects their
belief that together we can make a greater impact on
our community and the organizations that sustain it.
Blanco Lomeli became franchise owner of the two
Tulare offices in January 2013. They offer tax preparation, bookkeeping, and payroll. They are open all year.
in helping in the economic growth of the community. Ben, having only officially been in his job for less
than a week, ended our day expressing his excitement and passion for the Tulare Chamber, what they
do, and what they will do in the future in fostering
economic growth.
Our Leadership Tulare class left that day with
greater knowledge and a better understanding of
how the small, but mighty town of Tulare works,
what is expected for continued growth in the future,
and how we can help by supporting its businesses and staying involved in the community. It is a
responsibility that we all share as Tulareans.

Ribbon Cutting

Dick and Jane’s Gym and Studio
1515 Tulare Ave. • Tulare • 559-741-3299

Ribbon Cutting

Team Amvets Dept. of California
157 South K Street • Tulare • 559-688-3407

Speech Conductors
helps hone public
speaking skills

By John Harmon
Are you a salesperson wishing you knew just the right thing to
say to a prospect? Are you a manager in charge of meetings wondering how you can make them more interesting or how you can improve your delivery of
the message? Have you ever sat in a meeting or
a banquet listening to a speaker deliver a motivating, exhilarating presentation and thought “I
wish I could that.”
Wish and dream no more: your solution is at hand! You can
learn to do all those things and more through Speech Conductors,
a Toastmaster International club that meets every Thursday in
Tulare at noon at the Southern California Edison building on
Blackstone.
Whether you need to overcome stage fright or you’re just trying to hone a sales presentation, Toastmasters is the key to solving your dilemma. A warm, friendly environment coupled with a
project manual that takes you through each step of the learning
process to becoming more verbally proficient, Toastmasters allows
you to tailor your course of study, creation of your presentation
and its rehearsal to your personal schedule.
Toastmasters International helps millions become more proficient
at speaking and it’s not just for public speaking; day-to-day general
communication is also where Toastmasters can help you shine.
You finally get that meeting with a long-sought prospect: Now
what do you do? You’ll most likely close the sale because skills
See Speaking / 4

Circles of Excellence
A program of the Tulare Chamber of Commerce

Ambassador’s Circle
Citizens Business Bank • Educational Employees Credit Union
Lane Engineers • Magnolia Health Corp., Twin Oaks Assisted Living
Southern California Edison • TF Tire & Service
Tulare Community Health Clinic

Director’s Circle

Farm Credit West • International Agri Center
Res-Com Pest Control • Valley Business Bank

President’s Circle

Horswill, Mederos & Soares • J.D. Heiskell & Company
Lagomarsino Group • Saputo Cheese USA Inc.
Tachi Palace Hotel & Casino • Tulare Outlet Center
Tulare Regional Medical Center

Chairman’s Circle

Land O’ Lakes
Visalia Times-Delta / Tulare Advance-Register
The Tulare Chamber of Commerce would like to
recognize these members who have gone above and
beyond membership investment in 2014. Their support is
instrumental in the growth of the Chamber.
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Chamber invites you to Discover Panama
Explore the colors and natural beauty
of Panama – a land between the seas.
Cruise through
Discover Panama
the canal aboard
Sept. 24 - Oct. 2, 2015
the Pacific Queen
$2,799 Double Occupancy
Call Tulare Chamber for
on a partial tranmore details, 559-686-1547
sit and stay at the
Gamboa Rainforest Resort. Travel via dug-

out canoe to meet the indigenous Emberá
See Panama / 4

The American Pickers
are coming to your town
We currently are not looking for:
Farming/agriculture items, tools,
glassware, appliances, tractors,
crocks, stoves or country primitives.
Here's what we are looking for:
n Motor scooters:
Vespas, Lambretta, Cushman
n Old advertising signage
n Motorcycles
n Bicycles (Pre 60’s to turn of the
century)
n Old toys: tin, wind-up, cast iron
n Pre 50’s vending machines
n Pinball and slot machines
n Old Movie Posters
n Unusual radios:
transistor, tabletop, etc.
n Antique casino/gaming machines
n Vintage movie memorabilia
n Vintage advertising Items
n Taxidermy
n Vintage concert posters & T-shirts
n Early Boy Scout items
n Pre 60’s vintage diner collectibles
n Pre 60’s TV merchandise
n Pre 50’s western/equestrian Gear
n Classic motorcycle memorabilia
n Sports memorabilia
n Casino tables
n Houdini items
n Old rodeo items
n Airline collectibles:
Pan-Am, TWA, Etc.
n Late 70’s & earlier military items
n Extraordinary mobster memorabilia
n Vintage police officer collectibles
n Firefighter collectibles
n Pre 40’s telephones
n Folk art
n Vintage BB guns/cap guns
n Early Halloween items
n Pre 40’s Christmas items
n Hawaiiana/Tiki Collectibles

About American Pickers
American Pickers is a documentary
series that explores the fascinating world
of antique ‘picking’ on the
History Channel. This hit
show follows two of the
most skilled pickers in the
business, Mike Wolfe and
Frank Fritz, as they embark on an epic
road trip across the U.S. in search of
America’s most valuable antiques from
motorcycles, classic cars and bicycles to
one-of-a-kind vintage memorabilia.
Hitting the back roads from coast to
coast, Mike and Frank earn a living by
scouring the country for hidden gems in
junkyards, basements, garages and barns.
The best part of their journey is meeting
the unique characters along the way, each
with a story to tell about the history of
their collection and their own lives.
Mike and Frank bring the past to life
and recycle America as they go. They use
their determination, expertise and charm
to strike the ultimate deals and discover
just what it takes to re-sell a newly founded antique in a competitive market.
American Pickers is produced by
Cineflix Productions. New episodes air
Wednesday nights at 9pm ET.
n Vintage sports collectibles
n Vintage election memorabilia
n Musical instruments
n Civil War antiques
n Vintage gas pumps
n Pre 70’s old neon signs
n Strange woodcarvings
n Vintage collegiate collectibles
If you have a large collection or want
to refer someone to Mike and Frank,
email us your name, number, city, state
and a description of the collection, americanpickers@cineflix.com or call and leave
a message at 1-855-OLD-RUST. Include
photos if possible.

Pitching Wedge
Restaurant and Lounge

Call ahead for MONDAY

NIGHT MEAL BUFFET

Daily Lunch Specials
Monday

Meatloaf

Tuesday

Hot Turkey

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Whatever Wednesday
Hot Roast Beef
Fishy

SENIOR CITIZEN
DISCOUNT 10%

EVERYDAY!!

VS-0000250621

Here are some of the
items Mike and Frank
are looking to buy

5300 S Laspina St.
Tulare, CA 93274

(559) 686-0270

BUY ONE GET ONE

1/2 OFF any Entrée.

Equal or Lesser Value. EXCLUDES DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS
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February Calendar
Thurs., Feb. 5
Leadership Tulare Critical
Thinking Lunch Meeting
Tulare Chamber
12-1:30 pm

Thurs., Feb. 12
If you or your company would like
to include content in the March
Newsletter, please turn in all
materials by this day.

Mon., Feb. 16
Presidents Day
Tulare Chamber will be closed and
reopen at 8 am on Feb. 17.

Sat., Feb. 21
Veterans Resource Center
Ribbon Cutting
Tulare Public Library
11 am - 3 pm

Panama

(continued from page 3)
people. Explore bustling local markets. Stay in Anton Valley a community nestled entirely within a volcano crater. Visit the historic district
in Panama City, Casco Antiguo, and
the Miraflores Locks Visitor Center.
Have a picnic lunch in an orange
grove as you learn about the importance of this crop. Relax at the
JW Marriott Beach Resort in Playa
Blanca. Complete the Panama experience with a final night staying in
the heart of the city.

Speaking

(continued from page 2)
honed in Toastmasters enable you
to confidently and precisely present
your sales message to the prospect,
easily handle objections and succinctly issue your call to action.
Your boss puts you in charge
of the next management meeting:
you’ll be up for promotion when
you’re done because the skills you
learn at Toastmasters will help you
organize the meeting, your thoughts
and presentation, recruit other presenters from within and outside
your organization. OK, the promotion isn’t guaranteed, but you will
be viewed much more professionally and your career will prosper
because of the speaking and leadership skills Toastmaster assists you in
honing.
The Sunday School president
comes to you and asks you to fill
in for a sick teacher: you’ll look
like you’ve been doing it all your
life because Toastmasters helps you
think on your feet, organize quickly
and present effectively.
These are just some of the reasons
Toastmasters can help you and as
you’re reading this you thought of
your own personal reason why you
need to make time and join Speech
Conductors. Right now, open your
calendar and find the next Thursday
on it and enter “Toastmasters, Noon,
SCE Blackstone” and you’ve taken
the first step to becoming more proficient, more professional and more
profitable.
Speech Conductors meets every
Thursday (except holidays) at
noon at the SCE Building, 2425 S.
Blackstone, Tulare. For more information call Lori at 559-679-0344 or
log onto the website at www.speechconductors.org.

Growing and building Tulare’s future:
St. Rita’s Catholic Church moves forward
Since 1944, St. Rita’s has provided spiritual enrichment, religious education, community outreach and service to Catholics
in Southeast Tulare. As it approaches its 71st anniversary, it is
poised as it undertakes a tremendous effort to extend its heritage, legacy and tradition to grow, build and improve the faith
community of Tulare.
In fall, 2014, St. Rita’s launched the leadership phase for a new
church and parish facilities campaign “Preserving Our Past …
Growing Our Faith … Building Our Future.”
Over 50 volunteers have been engaged in a process to strategize, design, fund and promote the vision to build their new
church and facilities on a 7.9 acre site at the corner of E. Bardsley
Avenue and Morrison St, two miles east of their present site, at
Bardsley Avenue and 954 South O Street, across from the Tulare
Fairgrounds.
The vision was initiated seven years ago with the purchase
of the new property. This is significant for the future of Tulare,
Tulare County and St. Rita’s. It will enhance community life, serve
the ever increasing number of families and households, expand
educational facilities for children, youth and people of various
cultures and languages; extend hospitality and welcome to our
city and county.
The project is necessary because St. Rita’s has long outgrown
its current space. They are on a mission to improve the comfort
and safety for some 1,200 children, youth and young adults who

Get Healthy
& Strong!

are being educated in cramped quarters; adults, seniors, individuals and families who sacrifice weekly to attend overcrowded
weekend masses and events.
St. Rita’s priest administrator, Father Iván Hernandez Melchor,
is leading the capital campaign initiative. He and St. Rita’s staff
are working diligently with volunteer Campaign and Building
Committee’s. Thanks to the commitment and dedication of
Campaign Chairman, Manuel Ortiz, Building Committee cochairs Luis Castellanoz and John Beck; Campaign Advisor, Chuck
Trinone of CT Consultants and Porterville Architect, Dennis
Townsend, has insured the project is moving forward positively
to accomplish its Phase I goals.
In recent years, St. Rita’s has relied upon the generosity and
support of individuals, parishioners, local businesses and friends,
for their successful special event fundraisers – the 2013 & 14:
“Last Days of Summer Dinner Dance”, Cinco de Mayo celebrations; and other events. Profits from these events established a
Building Fund, which finances the campaign operation budget. All special event contributions and campaign pledges/gifts
are held at the Diocese of Fresno in St. Rita’s Catholic Church
Building Fund.
For more information on St. Rita’s plans to build a new church
and parish facilities on their new property, please contact Father
Iván Hernandez Melchor 559-686-3847 ext. 10 or Campaign Chair,
Manuel Ortiz 559-972-0909.

New Year! New Car!
No Payment for 90 Days
Call our Direct Loan Line

1.99

RATES AS LOW AS

NO

Contracts or Initiation Fees

Only $35 per mo.
Ladies Only Area
We sell dietary supplements

Iron Grip Gym

Fitness for Men & Women
Lose Weight • Feel Better • Get Fit

Tulare • 299 So. “L” Street • (559) 688-4312

VS-0000250620

(559) 737-5777

%
APR*

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. The APR is the advertised rate and can vary based on credit
worthiness, the age of vehicle, and terms of the loan. A 0.25% rate reduction is available when you
sign up for automatic payment. A 0.25% rate reduction is available if loan to value is 80% or less
(Car Loan Only). Maximum discount is .50% off APR. Car Loans currently financed through
Tucoemas FCU cannot be refinanced with this offer. Rate is subject to change without notice.
Rates apply to new and used models 2009 or newer. Applies to car loans up to 60 months.
Additional criteria may apply. ** If you opt-in for the 90 days no payment - please note interest will
continue to accrue over the 90 days.

www.tucoemas.org
Federally insured by NCUA

VS-0000250622

