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GLLV Celebrates New USPS Banana Split
Stamp Ahead of Festival & Concert

GLLV Chamber President David Martin at the Steelers press conference.

GLLV Chamber &
St. Vincent Ready for
Training Camp 2016
BY MIKE DUDURICH
One of the great traditions of summer in the Greater Latrobe
area is the Pittsburgh Steelers descending on Saint Vincent College for training camp.
The Black and Gold invasion happens July 28 for the 51st time,
but what was once a day of watching hulking football players carry
air conditioners up flights of stairs into dorms and a couple weeks
of practices under the broiling sunshine, has turned into a great
deal more.
And it continues to grow every year.
“It’s such a big win for the business community because it takes
the Latrobe brand to another level,” Greater Latrobe-Laurel Valley Regional Chamber of Commerce President & CEO David Martin
said. “You have, on a national level, media people saying, ‘from
Saint Vincent College in Latrobe,’ and you can’t buy that.”
It will be ESPN uttering that phrase when the sports network
comes to Friday Night Lights, the Steelers’ annual night scrimmage at Latrobe Aug. 5 at Latrobe’s Memorial Stadium.
ESPN will broadcast a three-hour Sports Center program live
from the stadium, capping off a big day of Steelers-related activities.
“Steelers Fest at Latrobe”, produced by the GLLV Chamber, gets
started at noon, and features the Gatorade Youth Camp, the FedEx Traveling Hall of Fame, games and activities, food and drink
booths and vendor booths.
The festivities conclude at 6 p.m. and the Steelers take the field
at 7.
“We have just replaced our field this fall so it is absolutely pristine.” said Greater Latrobe athletic director Mark Mears. “With the
addition of ESPN, we are preparing for an epic night in Latrobe. We
are excited as I know the Steelers and ESPN are also. The phones
are ringing at a record pace so all indications are Steeler Nation is
on the way!”
All proceeds benefit the Greater Latrobe Athletic Department to
support student programs.
In the days leading up to the night practice, Martin will accompany producers from ESPN to various sites around the area that
highlight the history and uniqueness of the Greater Latrobe area.
“The great thing about Latrobe is that it’s an international brand
thanks to our own Arnold Palmer and the legacy of Fred Rogers,”
Martin said. “The area offers so much and we’ll show our friends at
ESPN those highlights.”
Included in the destinations are Latrobe Country Club, Arnold
Palmer’s statue at the Arnold Palmer Regional Airport, Rogers
Park, Saint Vincent College, historic sites, as well as Steeler Nation
fan favorites like Sharkys Café and Dino’s Sports Lounge.
As it has for each of the last 50 years for the Steelers, it all starts
in Latrobe.
“This is where the foundation is laid for the season,” Martin said.
“The Steelers are among the preseason favorites to get back to the
Super Bowl and we’re proud to have them back. For area businesses, it’s truly a special time of the year.”

AUGUST CALENDAR

5 – “Steelers Fest at Latrobe”, ESPN Sportscenter Live and
Steelers Night Practice & Fireworks at Memorial Stadium
10 – Business After Hours Presented by First Commonwealth
Bank @ Antiochian Village Conference Center, 5:05–6:35pm
18 – Chamber AM Networking Breakfast @ SpringHill Suites
Marriott Latrobe – Hosted by Grand Canyon University
(FREE breakfast – limited space – must RSVP!)
26 – Valley Dairy Restaurant Great American Banana Split
Celebration, presented by Excela Health and produced by
Greater Latrobe – Laurel Valley Regional Chamber of
Commerce
27 – GABSC continues – Kellie Pickler Concert LIVE, presented by
S&T Bank @ Latrobe Memorial Stadium (gates open at 5pm)
28 – GABSC final day

BY MIKE DUDURICH
It’s been said that timing is
everything.
And, if that’s the case, the
unveiling of the Banana Split
commemorative postage stamp
on Thursday, July 21 in front of
the Latrobe Post Office couldn’t
have come at a better time.
The long-awaited stamp,
which celebrates the birthplace
of the delicious dessert, is a culmination of persistent efforts
by Joe “Ice Cream Joe” Greubel, the founder of Valley Dairy
Restaurants and Don Orlando,
Greubel’s close friend and the
director of public relations for
Saint Vincent College.
“It was Joe who really wanted there to be a banana split
stamp,” Orlando, the Chairman
of the board of directors of the
Greater Latrobe-Laurel Valley Regional Chamber of Commerce said. “He carried the
torch for the banana split stamp
for many years, long before any
of us talked about it. I’m really
proud to be able to give Latrobe
the recognition it deserves. This
will be a nice precursor to the
Great American Banana Split
Celebration (GABSC) in August.”
The stamp is part of a Soda
Fountain Favorites booklet of
20 Forever stamps featuring
cold, sweet treats, including the
banana split. Other desserts include a double scoop ice cream
cone, an egg cream, a root beer
float and a hot fudge sundae.
The stamp cannot be purchased
individually.
The timing aspect is twofold.
Greubel has struggled with
health issues recently and was
not able to be at the ceremony
but his daughter, Melissa Bly-

GLLV Golf
Classic &
Dinner
A fun day on July 15 at
the 27th annual GLLV
Golf Classic & Dinner
event, which raises
money for Chamber
Educational Programs
and the Greater
Latrobe Partners in
Education Foundation!
The event sold out for
a third straight year
and was again held at
Latrobe Country Club!
Golfers had some fun
with Arnie’s famous
“Pennzoil Tractor” on
the first hole. Special thanks to Arnold
Palmer for again being
our Honorary Chair
and Commercial Bank
& Trust’s Jerry Supko
for leading the Chamber golf committee.

From L-R, Chamber Board of Directors Chairman Don Orlando, from Saint Vincent College, GLLV Chamber
President David Martin, USPS Regional Director Curtis Williams, Latrobe Mayor Rosie Wolford and Latrobe
Postmaster Mark Dawson unveil the new Banana Split stamp and “Soda Fountain” collection at the Downtown
Latrobe Post Office.
stone, was presented with a lie Pickler - presented by S&T big, this year’s going to be bigframed replica of the stamp Bank, Saturday night at Latrobe ger and better than ever,”
which she took to him. That Memorial Stadium on the 27th. Martin said. “Who would have
definitely providing Gruebel
“In just over a month, thou- imagined back in 1904, when
with a boost and a great deal of sands of people will be spend- David Strickler invented the
pride.
ing time here in Latrobe,” GLLV iconic dessert here in Latrobe,
The other bit of timing was Chamber President David Mar- that 112 years later we would
referred to by Orlando when he tin said. “Last year, it was about have a commemorative postage
spoke of the Valley Dairy Great 15,000. We expect as much as stamp, a historical marker and a
American Banana Split Celebra- 25,000 this year. Today’s unveil- major festival to celebrate it.”
tion.
ing is a great kickoff for that
For more information, visit
Produced by a partnership weekend.”
www.bananasplitfest.com. For
with the GLLV Chamber and
The Celebration will include a regular updates about the Valthe city of Latrobe, the GABSC 5K race, a Color Dash, children’s ley Dairy Great American Bawill be held Aug. 26-27-28 in activities, an entertainment nana Split Celebration presentLatrobe. The Celebration will stage as well as a wide variety of ed by Excela Health, follow the
be highlighted by a concert fea- food vendors.
event on Facebook at Facebook.
turing country music star Kel“Last year’s Celebration was com/BananaSplitFest.

WELCOME
New Members!
FAITH FORWARD
LATROBE
FLAX SCUTCHING
FESTIVAL
STAHLSTOWN
BIBLE
BAPTIST CHURCH
LATROBE
IMPORT EXPORT
TIRE COMPANY
LATROBE
LIL CRUISERS
SNACK SHACK
LATROBE
PRECISION
BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
EBENSBURG
CITIZENS BANK
(2 LOCATIONS:
LIGONIER BRANCH
AND EATON RD
LATROBE BRANCH)
PELES SALON
GREENSBURG

Chamber
Ribbon
Cutting
Congratulations to Vanessa
Beggs on the Grand Opening
of Hummingbird Mind, Body,
Spirit Creative & Healing
Arts Studio in Latrobe! Vanessa is a Mind-Body Integrative Healer, Empowerment
Coach, Singer & Empath
offering private sessions in
Yoga, Holistic Music Lessons
& Sound Healing, Coaching
& Bodywork, and more!

