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GLLV Chamber Celebrates New
Route 30 Corridor Development
BY MIKE DUDURICH
Travelers along the Route 30
corridor in Unity Twp. have noticed the landscape changing.
Earth has been moved, framing
has gone up and interior and
exterior work has progressed to
the point that three new buildings now stand and all are expected to be full and open for
business by mid-July at the latest.
“Any time you get commercial development, it creates
more jobs, creates more of a tax
base,” said Mike O’Barto, Chairman of Unity Twp. Board of
Supervisors. “This adds character to Unity Twp. and it’s great
to see businesses investing in
Unity Twp. Little by little we’re
adding jobs and adding to the
area.”
The new structures are
part of two separate projects.
Traveling east past Sharky’s
Plaza the first two buildings
will make up the Unity Village

Shops. One building is home to
Starbucks and the new home to
the Verizon Wireless Zone store
that has been located nearby on
Sharky’s Dr. The third tenant in
the Shops will be Pet Valu, a national chain of stores devoted to
pets. It will take the entire second building.
Ray Kyle, project manager for
Black Oak Associates of Towson,
Md., said location was the key
with the Unity Village Shops
project.“It’s completely the
Route 30 traffic and visibility,”
Kyle said. “Having a lighted intersection with 30 is big. It’s
great visibility and access.”
Kyle said having Starbucks as
a key tenant is big for the project. “Starbucks has some very
strict criteria about where they
locate,” Kyle said. “They really
do their homework. If they’re
not 100 percent sure, it won’t
happen. Their research is very
sophisticated and if they commit, they know they’re going to

GLLV president David Martin speaking at the recent Excela Square at
Latrobe groundbreaking in Unity Township.
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do well.”
That’s good news for the other tenants and Wireless Zone
manager Alberto Roman is very
happy to join Starbucks in the
new location. “We’ve kind of
been hidden in the back,” Roman said. “I can’t tell you how
many people have told me
they’ve lived their entire lives
in Latrobe and didn’t realize
Verizon was here. For us to be
visible on Route 30 is very important. This is the spot we
wanted to be in originally, but
it didn’t work out. We’re very
excited.”
Just a little further down
Route 30 East is the Forbes Road
Plaza. That 10,000 square foot
building will be a multi-tenant
facility. The Mattress Warehouse sign is now on the building and the official identity of
other tenants is expected to
be made known in the coming
weeks. Forbes Road Plaza will
be open and operational sometime in July.
“We’ve basically had the
property for a period of time,”
said Mike Rossi, the owner
of Westmoreland Mechanical Testing & Research in
Youngstown. “We approached
some people who expressed a
need for rental property along
the Route 30 corridor. We
checked out the feasibility and
felt there was that need and
that we could get a return on
our investment.”
The ownership of the property is Forbes Road Plaza, LLC,
a Rossi family ownership. Rossi
said the project was put on hold
for a significant period of time
because of a lack of access to
sewage and it took two years of
work to get that accomplished.
“The whole thing has been a
process, that’s for sure,” Rossi
said. “But it’s finally coming together.”
As both projects near completion, residents and visitors to
the area will have more shopping options in their back yard.
“I say the more people in the
mix is good for all businesses,”
said Ralph Scalise, whose company, Scalise Real Estate, manages the Latrobe 30 Shoppes.
“There’s a symmetry that comes
from it. I’ve always believed if
you bring more retail together,

The Mattress Warehouse sign goes up on the new Forbes Road Plaza on Rt. 30.

that breeds more retail.”
On May 17, ground was
broken for Excela Square at
Latrobe, a facility that will encompass 115,000 square feet
and will be a three-story stateof-the art ambulatory care center. Construction is scheduled
to be finished in the fall of 2017
and the building is expected
to be under roof by January of
2017.
“The new facility is a culmination of a comprehensive strategic plan completed by Excela
Health which examined our
hospitals, patient procedures
and outcomes, as well as trends
in health care to determine current and future needs,” said
Robert Rogalski, Excela Health’s
Chief Executive Officer.
Excela’s executive vice-president and chief operating officer
Mike Busch said the $40 million
facility will become an extension of Excela Health Latrobe
Hospital, while consolidating
other services available at 16
separate sites.
“It has been exciting to see
the activity and new construction,” said GLLV President &
CEO David Martin. “Our area has
much to offer and it is gratifying
that national chains like Starbucks and Pet Valu have seen
that. The new retail space, the
recent growth in the Latrobe 30
Shoppes and the upcoming Excela Square at Latrobe project
will benefit our entire region
for years to come.”

GLLV Chamber staff, board members, ambassadors and community leaders
joined the staffs of Starbucks and Verizon Wireless Zone to officially open
their new locations on Rt. 30.

It was a

Beautiful
Day

in Downtown
Latrobe
on June 11!

Congratulations to Sendell Subaru on their grand opening! Chamber staff,
board members and ambassadors joined the great team at Sendell for an
official ribbon cutting. To celebrate their new showroom, Sendell has made
a donation to The Animal Friends of Westmoreland for every new Subaru
purchased throughout the month of June! Congratulations to owners Chris
King & Bill Mohler.

GLLV Chamber President David
Martin emceed the “ Bringing
Fred Home” unveiling in Rogers
Park.The Pennsylvania Historical
Marker was unveiled by Fred’s
sister Nancy Rogers-Crozier and
Fred’s nephew Dr. Daniel Crozier.
Jim Okonak from the McFeely
Rogers Foundation then previewed the soon-to-arrive bronze
statue of Mr. Rogers. Latrobe
Mayor Rosie Wolford treated the
large gathering with a rendition
of “It’s a Beautiful Day in the
Neighborhood” and met Daniel
Tiger with PA Senator Kim Ward.
Also pictured are PA Rep. Joseph
A. Petrarca and Archabbot Douglas R. Nowicki, O.S.B. from Saint
Vincent College.

JULY CALENDAR

1 – “Good Morning Greater Latrobe” Radio Show on
WCNS, 9am-10am
4 – Happy Independence Day! Chamber Office Closed
9 – Ribbon Cutting & Grand Opening @ Hummingbird
Mind-Body-Spirit, Creative & Healing Arts Studio,
2-5pm, Ribbon cutting @ 2:30pm
13 – Business After Hours Presented by First
Commonwealth Bank @ Courtyard Marriott
Greensburg, 5:05–6:35pm
15 – 27th Annual GLLV Golf Classic & Dinner Event
@ Latrobe Country Club

Summertime To Do List:

1. Clean out the gutters
2. Buy new garden hose
3. Call Mullen for our Air Conditioner Tune-up

10.00 OFF
COOLING TUNE-UP
$
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724-537-7203 • www.mullenrefrigeration.com
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