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things to do
J ULY

AU G U ST

July 4
Independence Day

August 2
$1 Kid Series Movie:
Goosebumps
10am & 12:30pm,
Krikorian Theatre

July 9
MAP 10th Anniversary Party
& Movie Night
6pm, Julian Fisher Park
July 11
Laser Light Show
2pm, Monrovia Library
July 13
Teddy Bear Sleepover
Drop-Off
10am-8pm,
Monrovia Library
July 14-17
Westside Story
showtimes vary, Taylor
Performing Arts Center
July 16
Colorado Street Bridge Party
6pm-11:30pm, Defenders Park,
Pasadena
July 26
Adult Improv Class & Jam
6pm-9pm, Monrovia Library

July+August

August 6
The Good Dinosaur
8pm, Grand Avenue Park

August 13
MAP Educational Quarterly
Meeting on Mosquitos,
Zika Virus & Beyond
Monrovia Library Community
Room

August 13 & 14
Family Hike & Campout
2pm, Monrovia Canyon Park

August 17
MUSD First Day of School

Join in a community
celebration on Saturday,
9-10-16 to celebrate
Monrovia’s Zip Code Day
in Library Park.
Food, fun, games and more!
Watch for more information
on the Monrovia
Chamber Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/
MonroviaChamber
and the Shop in Monrovia page:
www.facebook.com/
SHOPinMonrovia.

Events were provided for listing by Macaroni Kid. For more family friendly fun in your community
please visit www.macaronikid.com. We make every effort to ensure that the events we list have the
most up-to-date information but things change, so please call ahead and verify event activities.
We do not personally check out each event, and a listing in the calendar does not constitute an
endorsement of the event!
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LOCAL

insider news

STEM is for Girls (and Guys)
Article written by Hannah Scott.

My journey from an oblivious
consumer to a producer of
software was unexpected
and unique. It all started
when I signed up for
Robotics class. Inspired by
the popular TV series Grey’s
Anatomy, I was convinced
that I would pursue medicine
and become the next Dr. Christina Yang. Hoping
to further my knowledge of the human anatomy,
I signed up for Sports Medicine for my sophomore
year. I needed to pick another semester-long elective
to complete my schedule, so I decided on Robotics
because I had heard there was no homework. Having
no experience in technology and being the only
sophomore in a class of juniors and seniors made me
extremely nervous about this class. To my surprise, I
immediately fell in love with robotics–the freedom of
controlling a robot I had built to do whatever I wanted
was extremely freeing. After only a few weeks of this
class, my aspirations for the future had completely
changed. No longer do I want to be Meredith Grey–I
want to follow in the footsteps of women like Grace
Hopper, Ada Lovelace, and Helen Greiner. I want
to study computer science and become a social
entrepreneur and software engineer, or someone who
innovates technology to help others and effect global
change.
As women, the STEM (science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics) field is even more
daunting because it is such a male-dominated
industry. According to Girls Who Code, women make
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up half of the U.S. workforce, but hold just 25% of the
jobs in technical or computing fields. Nevertheless, as
a teen girl entering the tech world, I can tell you that
it is the best decision you will ever make.
If you are thinking about pursuing a career in the
STEM fields, or even if you have decided that it’s not
for you, here is a list of reasons for exploring computer
science, more information about the industry, and a
few tips and suggestions to help make your journey a
little easier:
1. A degree in computer science gives you a
limitless amount of career opportunities: software
development, graphic design, artificial intelligence,
robotics, virtual reality and video game design,
animation, computational linguistics–the list goes
on and on. Computer science is extremely versatile
in that you can combine it with any other interest
you may have, simply because technology is
involved in everything we do today.
2. Some people think computer science lacks creativity.
I struggled with this for a long time, as I also love
photography and hope to further this passion
i n t h e f u t u re .
However, now that
I’ve shifted my
focus away from
robotics and more
toward software
engineering, I can
definitely see how
I my creativity will
be useful in my work. When I’m coding a mobile app
or designing new features on a website, creative
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thought is one of
the major keys
to a successful
product. Robotics,
of course, involves
creativity in its
own way–you just
have to find your
best fit.
3. Because computer science is a relatively “new”
field, the capacity for innovation is enormous.
Pursuing a career in this field allows you to pioneer
new technologies, such as virtual reality therapy for
victims of PTSD or a spacecraft that will get people
to Mars. Computer science definitely challenges
you to think outside of the box in order to innovate
solutions to problems faced by humanity.
4. Tech needs more girls. Currently, there is obviously
a significant lack of diversity in Silicon Valley (a
metaphor for the tech industry at large), but more
adding women in computer science, who would
use their unique life experiences and technology to
solve major social justice issues affecting our world
today, will inhibit innovation. You should not aspire
to study computer science just because there are
not enough girls in the field, but it is certainly an
added benefit!
5. Money. Don’t get me wrong–you should definitely
pursue what you are most passionate about,
regardless of how much it pays. That being said, an
average salary of $100,000 for software engineers
is an extra incentive for pursuing computer science.
6. If you want to get serious about pursuing computer
science or robotics, there are so many opportunities
to learn more about coding! If you are a high school
student, sign up for Robotics or Programming
for Beginners classes. You can also apply for the
Girls Who Code Summer Immersion next year, an
incredible opportunity that teaches girls how to
code, connects them with industry professionals,
and gives them the opportunity to develop their
own product. There are countless tutorials and
courses online for learning how to code; some of
my favorites include Codecademy, Udemy, and
Hour of Code (see below for weblinks).  

this utter lack of restriction and guidance makes you
feel lost at sea without a compass, trying desperately
not to throw your computer at the wall. But once you
hit that “run program” button and see that the code
you wrote is executing the assigned task, you feel like
a superhero–and that’s why coding is, quite literally,
magic.  
About the author: Hannah Scott is a resident of
Monrovia and a Senior at Flintridge Sacred Heart
Academy. She is also the founder of To Infinity and
Beyond, an after-school STEM and robotics program
striving to maximize youth potential in South
Central LA. Hannah and the Foundation for Second
Chances have created an after-school engineering
and technology program in an effort to close the
economic, gender, and race gaps in the STEM career
field and to create equal opportunities for LA youth
who do not feel empowered to learn about science
and technology. They use creative, engaging methods
to inspire children to pursue science, technology,
engineering and mathematics, regardless of who they
are and where they come from. This year Hannah
was recognized as a regional winner of the National
Center for Women & Information Technology for
Aspirations in Computing Award and she was also a
2015 ANNpower Fellow.
Resources:
https://www.codecademy.com/
https://www.udemy.com/
https://code.org/learn
http://anitaborg.org/insights-tools/infographics/famouswomen-in-computing/
http://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/softwaredeveloper/salary
https://girlswhocode.com/summer-immersion-programs/
http://annpower.vitalvoices.org

With robotics and all forms of technology, there are
no rules–it’s totally up to you to come up with a way
to complete a task or solve a problem. Sometimes
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INSIDER

information

Staycation or Steak?
For a Steak-ation you need a nice big steak and
a BBQ. And what do you get? One meal and some
dirty dishes. But if you are more interested in finding
fun summer excursions around home, you can build
a whole Summer of memories for a fraction the cost
of a regular Vacation. Ready for some ideas? Come
along on this written travelogue.
Enjoy nature, walk or hike at the LA Arboretum in
Arcadia. Or visit the beautiful Descanso Gardens in
La Canada Flintridge. Entry fee $9 general. Seniors
and students $6. Children $4. They are both open
approximately 9 am to 5 pm. M-Sat, until 3 on Sun.
What’s in bloom now? Roses, summer annuals and
perennials, crape myrtle, and cassi. What a great
place to see beauty and hide from the heat. You can
also learn something!

and is full of
tide pools and
sea caves. This
is also one of
the few beaches
where you can
bring your PUP
(bring a leash of
course.) To the south, Redondo Beach has a good pier,
a grassy play area and sandy beaches. Long Beach
has Mother’s Beach (35 miles), that is safe for small
children, and is on a bay. They have a playground
and it’s less crowded in the morning. Close by there,
you can find Bay Shore Beach Pennisula. Not a lot of
crowds, and the sun is still nice and sunny!

Got kids? Kidspace Children’s Museum! Pasadena
offers an interactive adventure, and it is enjoyable for
children and adults alike. Take a picnic – take the day!

Straight south of us off the 605 freeway is Seal Beach,
Sea Bridge Park and Huntington Beach; all very
popular and easy drives. Remember to bring along
sunscreen, water bottles, and towels - and of course,
your picnic basket!

When was the last time you visited history at the La
Brea Tarpits? (25 miles) I recently visited for the first
time since I was there on a field trip in Elementary
School. It was even more enjoyable and educational
this time around.

For baseball fans, get to a Dodger Game! (19 miles)
You can also take a Dodgers Ballpark TOUR. It is about
90 minutes and $20 for adults. This stadium is one of
the game’s most beautiful and most historic venues
and right here close to us.

Considering a Theme Park? Yes? Be entertained and
go to Universal Studios. Drive just 22 miles and see
Harry Potter who is waiting to see you. Go behind
the scenes on a real working movie studio. See King
Kong 360-3D. Go online and buy your tickets. For
something new, try the NightTime Studio Tour. And
if you have energy left over, hang out at Universal
CityWalk. We love it here in Monrovia, but it’s ok if
you go out to eat at one of their 30 places/restaurants
on your excursion.

Go Hike a ROCK. Vasquez Rocks. (53 miles) It’s right
off the Pacific Crest Trail. Be ready for the heat. Early
morning is beautiful; bring water and good shoes.

Star Gaze at Griffith Park Observatory, Southern
California’s gateway to the cosmos! Tues – Fri noon to
10 PM, Sat and Sunday 10 to 10. Admission is FREE, but
pay to park. There are also live shows for adults ($7).
Several shows run pretty much all day and evening at
30 minute intervals. While you are in the neighborhood,
take a spin on the Griffith Park Carousel. Want to feel
like a kid, even if you don’t have any? Go for it!
No So-Cal list is complete without mentioning
BEACHES. Great facilities and good swimming can be
found at Westward Beach, Malibu. (67 miles) Hike up
Point Dume. Leo Carrillo State Park is also in Malibu
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The Getty Center (45 miles) is a place one could spend
4 hours or 2 days! Check the web to be inspired and
see some pictures, www.getty.edu. Close by in Pacific
Palisades, is the Getty Villa where you can visit the
ancient world of Greece and Rome. Admission is free,
parking $15 per car. PILE ALL YOUR FRIENDS in a BIG
CAR. Or, pay once, park twice, see both the Center
and the Villa, for that same parking fee (on the same
day). Wear good walking shoes!
After all this fun, maybe you can go home and make
that Steak-ation dinner! Ask your friends (the ones
you took to the Getty) to bring a dish to share...
These are my top 10 ideas for you, right in our
“backyard”. All of these ideas are under 68 miles from
Monrovia and cost less than the price of a ticket from
Southwest Airlines. No hotel needed. You can stay
home and still have a fun summer!
Article written by Nancy Bond.

WELCOME

new chamber members

July+August

DREAM BIG CHILDREN'S CENTER
Christina Cardero, (626) 472-8722   
612 S. Myrtle Ave., #100, Monrovia, CA
www.dreambigchildren.com

SOW HOUSE
Jared Valenzuela, (626) 305-0094   
404 S. Myrtle Ave., Monrovia, CA
www.sowhouse.com

PRINT & MAIL CONCEPTS
John Wilson, (626) 444-5293   
4916 Santa Anita Ave., El Monte, CA
www.pmconcepts.com

GRAND STANDS, INC.
Manuela Brennan, (626) 294-1777
1946 S. Myrtle Ave.
Monrovia, CA
www.grandstands.com

MYRTLE TREE CAFÉ
Adriana Bruno, (626) 256-6789
405-407 S. Myrtle Ave. Monrovia, CA
LAND DESIGN CONSULTANTS, INC.
Robert Sims, P.E., (626) 578-7000   
800 Royal Oaks Dr. #104, Monrovia, CA
www.ldcla.com

SAM'S CLUB #6614
Jody Ruckle, (626) 652-6901
4901 W. Santa Anita Ave., El Monte, CA
LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL M. CLEARMAN
Michael Clearman, (626) 705-5773
PO Box 1965, Monrovia, CA
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new chamber members

UUSI JUICE
Denise Villaloves, (626) 222-0936
PO Box 2234, Monrovia, CA  

THE PRESS CAFE
Albert Pasillas, (626) 386-5195   
706 S. Myrtle Ave., Monrovia, CA
www.thepresscafepanini.com

BELCO PACKAGING SYSTEMS, INC.
Mike Misik, (626) 357-9566
910 S. Mountain Ave., Monrovia, CA
www.belcopackaging.com

U.S. IMMIGRATION EXPERTS, LLC
Wade J. Bughman, (626) 840-8927   
103 E. Lemon Ave., #213, Monrovia, CA
www.us-immigrationexperts.com

GREG'S SWIMMING POOL SERVICE
Greg Schneider, (626) 862-3615   
PO Box 2155, Monrovia, CA
www.gspoolservice.com

ACTORS YOUTH ACADEMY
Yvette Janine Pardo, (626) 817-3050
1075 Hamilton Rd., Duarte, CA
www.actorsyouthacademy.com

OLD TOWN MORTGAGE
Denny Black, (626) 303-7777   
50 W. Lemon Ave. Suite 1, Monrovia, CA
www.oldtownmortgage.net

CHARLES N JONES AND SON
Charles Jones, Glendale, CA   (818) 621-2408
GRANDCARE HEALTH SERVICES
Cara Clarke, (818) 244-8446   
2555 E. Colorado Blvd., 4th Flr.
Pasadena, CA   www.grandcarehealth.com

CA CERTIFIED FARMERS MARKET
Katie Rogers, (818) 591-8161
23501 Park Sorrento Suite 106,
Calabasas, CA
www.rawinspiration.org

Rudy Hayek, MA

PARASOFT
Erika Barron, (626) 275-2434
101 E. Huntington Drive, Monrovia, CA   
INDIVIDUALS
COUPLES
FAMILIES
GROUPS

L I C E N S E D M A R R I AG E & FA M I LY T H E R A P I S T

K

k

Relationships, Life Transitions,
Communication & Self Expression,
Depression & Anxiety Relief

626.353.2063

rudyhayek@gmail.com
106 W. Lime Ave.
Suite 201
Monrovia, CA 91016
www.rudyhayek.com
MFC53658
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SCHOOL

insider news
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Dave Moore Field Dedication
The Monrovia Unified School
District and Monrovia High School
paid tribute to longtime head
baseball
coach, Dave
Moore, by
naming the
Monrovia
High School
baseball
field in his
honor.  The field-naming celebrated
a service and coaching career of
remarkable success, unmatched
longevity (in Monrovia High
Schools annals), and impeccable
devotion to education-based
athletics. Dave Moore has taught

for 34 years, 31 years as Head
Varsity Coach. He amassed a win/
loss record of 462-260 (64%),
and led the Wildcats to 13 Rio
Hondo League Championships.  
The Wildcats won a CIF-SS
Championship in 2006, and were
a runner-up in 2007.
D ave ’s co m m i t m e n t o n t h e
baseball field has been equaled by
his commitment to the students in
his classes at MHS. His belief in the
power of education has led to him
impacting the lives of countless
students and players throughout
his career. As we say goodbye
to this remarkable educator and
coach, the naming of the field in

his honor
is a fitting
tribute to
the impact
that
he
has had on
this school and this community: a
legacy of success and a lifetime
of achievement.
Article written by Randy Bell.
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CHAMBER

events

Monrovia Station Beer & Music Fest 2016
Watch for information on the Saturday, April 22, 2017
Monrovia Station Beer/Wine & Music Fest!

WANT

GOOD
NEWS?

We are in the business
of giving good news.
We are Nancy Bond
Insurance Services.
We’re large enough to
work with major insurers,
yet small enough to
know YOUR name.
Visit us in person or online.

Call us 800.685.4519

A L D E R S O N

&

H AY E K

R E A L

E STAT E

www.NancyBondInsurance.com

Susanne Hayek & Tracy Alderson have recently
joined Compass as one of the first teams to
launch the West Coast Office in Pasadena.
Real estate is ever-evolving. Compass continues
to set the standard by combining exceptional agents
with best-in-class technology and marketing.

susanne.hayek@compass.com
626.353.1266
BRE# 01947917

www.aldersonhayek.com • compass.com
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201 West Lemon Ave.
Monrovia, CA 91016
CA LIC OE44210
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CHAMBER

events

Ribbon Cuttings
Sow House

Press Café

Myrtle Tree Café

The Chamber had fun at the
ribbon cutting for Sow House.
We were joined by local elected
representatives, board members
and ambassadors, and met some
great people too! Sow House is
located at 404 S. Myrtle Ave. Stop
in soon and try their Farm-toTable cuisine, craft cocktails, and
outstanding live entertainment.

The Press Cafe is open and doing
business at 706 S. Myrtle Ave.
Awesome paninis and fantastic
drinks. The Monrovia Chamber of
Commerce Board, ambassador
and friends welcomed them to
Monrovia! Holding the scissors is
owner, Albert Pasillas.

The Chamber Board, ambassadors
and friends gathered to celebrate
the grand opening and ribbon
cutting for Myrtle Tree Garden
Cafe & Market, 405 S. Myrtle Ave.
Mike and Adriana Bruno (pictured
holding scissors) welcomed all of
us with some delicious sandwiches,
and it was great to see Mandy &
Pinky again!

BEACON Award
Members of the Chamber's
Business Education and Outreach
Network (BEACON) presented a
special acknowledgment to the
Boys and Girls Club of the Foothills
After School Program at Mayflower
Elementary, and specifically to
Haley Vasquez, the Art Director.
As the writer and director of her

version of “El Patito Feo” (The
Ugly Duckling), Haley and the
After School drama group put on
a fantastic show for friends and
family!
Pictured L-R: Wesley Cram (Boys & Girls
Club), Kati Chick and Joanne Montgomery
(BEACON), Hayley Vasquez (Boys & Girls
Club Art Director), Joanne Spring and
Council Member Becky Shevlin.

Lunch Mob with Us!
Lunch Mob with us! Enjoy a great
lunch and support a local Chamber
member at the same time! Let’s
increase their business - Bring
Friends and Co-workers! Come
anytime between 11:30am and
1:30pm, buy your own lunch and
meet new people in the community!
July 20: DoubleTree Hotel,
924 W. Huntington Dr., Monrovia
11:30am-1:30pm
August 17: 38 Degrees Ale House
& Grill, 110 E. Colorado Blvd.,
Monrovia, 11:30am-1:30pm
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In May we gathered at Zelo Pizza and had a
fantastic lunch with friends! Thanks, Travis
and Michael, for your hospitality.

Bella Sera was the location of the June
Lunch Mob. As always, the food was
exceptional! Thank you, Dana and Joe,
for the warm welcome to the group!
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