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Another Small Business Week is in the books
By David Eckmann, President/CEO

A

For others, it’s about enhancing the customer experience.

nother of our Small
Business Weeks is now
in the rearview mirror.
What a week it was! From the
Legislator’s Forum on Monday
to Friday’s Small Business of the
Year Recognition Ceremony, our
members and the community
celebrated with pride, their role
in building a vibrant region.

• Brand identity is increasingly on the mind of business
organizations. Walking and talking with exhibitors and
attendees at the EXPO, it was apparent that organizations
are investing in the quality of their presence – working to
catch the eye of new prospects.

During the week, our team had the opportunity to engage
with members at various programs. Our conversations with
members revolved around the opportunities and challenges
they are encountering in the region’s business environment.
Here are some themes I’d like to share:
• There is a strong sense of optimism for the business
climate here. If you were present at this year’s EXPO,
you would agree that the environment was energized.
There was a buzz running through the nearly 250 booths
and thousands of attendees. Exhibitors had a full day of
networking, making sales and catching up with old friends.
• Finding and retaining qualified talent is an ongoing
challenge for all, from the largest businesses to the smallest
of firms.
• Businesses are innovating to position their organization
to compete for customers and to open new markets. For
some, its automation of process and ease of transactions.

The question for you is this: What is your organization doing
to position itself to develop more business or clients based
on these themes? From our perspective at the Chamber,
we strive to understand and meet your needs. My staff will
have discussions on these themes next week as we enter
planning for our 2017-18 program budget.
On behalf of the team here at the Wausau Region
Chamber of Commerce, I’d like to extend congratulations
to Spectrum Insurance Group LLC, City Grill and Junior
Achievement of Wisconsin Inc - Northcentral District for
receiving the 2017 Small Business of the Year Awards. I’d
also like to extend sincere appreciation to all of the week’s
volunteers and sponsors. Without your support, the week
would not be what it is today.
As I spoke to visitors from the Fox Valley Chamber of
Commerce at the EXPO, they asked, “How does this
happen?” They were referring to the size and energy of
the event. I replied that it’s about business, passionate and
dedicated people working to build their business, while
taking pride in their role to build strong communities. It’s a
celebration.
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Chamber News

2017 Small Business of the Year
Award recipients named
The Wausau Region Chamber of Commerce
named the three 2017 Small Businesses of the
Year Award recipients at a ceremony on the
morning of Tuesday, April 18 at Stoney Creek
Hotel & Conference Center in Rothschild.
The Small Business of the Year Award recognizes
business growth, community involvement, and
innovative efforts in the Wausau region and is
a part of the Chamber’s annual Small Business
Week. Recipients were named in three categories:
Business-to-Business category: Spectrum
Insurance Group LLC – Weston
Business-to-Consumer category: City Grill An
American Bistro
Charitable Non-Profit category: Junior
Achievement of Wisconsin Inc – Northcentral
District
“It is quite an honor and surprise to have won this
wonderful award. As I looked around the room, I
realized that not only is this award for myself, staff
and board but for so many that have volunteered
their time through Junior Achievement.” said
Mari Stein, district director, Junior Achievement
of Wisconsin, Inc. – Northcentral District. “The
impact we have made in this community could
not have happened without all the dedicated
volunteers that go into classrooms each day and
share their stories with our area’s youth. Also, the
support of our donors is truly amazing to me each
and without them, this would not be possible.”
“The City Grill is extremely proud to be recognized
with this award.” said Teri Brooks-Weirauch, owner
of City Grill. “All credit goes to our amazing team.”
“This award is dedicated to Mr. Greg Schmidt,”
said Jesse Furrer, managing partner and account
executive with Spectrum Insurance Group. “Greg
was a valued Account Executive of Spectrum
Insurance Group who left us this past year after
a short and hard-fought battle with cancer. Greg

taught all those who knew him the importance of a
strong relationship with God, our families and our
friends. We do miss you, Greg.”
The Small Business of the Year Award finalists also
included:
Business-to-Business category: Executive
Cleaning LLC
Business-to-Consumer category: Auto
Select Inc, Buska Retirement Solutions
Inc, Clements Insurance Agency Inc,
Featherstone Cabinetry and Design
- Rothschild, Lightning Lube Auto
Care Center, Sconni’s Alehouse
& Eatery, Surgical Associates SC,
Thunder Lube and Service, U Paint
& Party LLC
Charitable Non-Profit category:
Marathon County Historical
Society, MCDEVCO Inc, St Vincent
de Paul - Cabrini Conference, The
Open Door of Marathon County Inc
The 2017 Small Business Week was
presented by Ruder Ware LLSC and
sponsored at the platinum level by Riiser
Energy and Sam’s Club, at the gold level by
Church Mutual Insurance Company, The Dirks
Group and River Valley Bank, at the silver level
by Peoples State Bank, Schenck SC, Wipfli
LLP and Wisconsin Public Service, at
the bronze level by EmbroidMe,
Mallery & Zimmerman SC,
Yach’s Body & Custom. The
Business News was the print media
sponsor for the week, Midwest
Communications the radio sponsor
and WAOW Newsline 9 was the
television sponsor.
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Small Business of the Year Coming up
Award recipients
on our calendar:
April 28: Ribbon cutting: Cricket Wireless-Mobile
Link Wisconsin LLC
May 4: Business PM: Jalapenos Mexican
Restaurante & Bar LLC
May 5: Toastmasters 101
May 10: Ribbon cutting: Management Recruiters of
Wausau Inc

Spectrum Insurance Group LLC

May 10: The Branch Demo Day
May 11: Satisfied Stinks: The Power of Emotional
Connections
May 19: Nothing But Networking
May 25: Regional Talent Summit
May 25: Business PM: Central Beer Distributors Inc
May 31: hype Summer Kick-off at the Wisconsin
Woodchucks’ Bullpen
June 16: Chamber Member Appreciation Night with
the Woodchucks

City Grill: An American Bistro

For more information or to register for these
programs and events, visit wausauchamber.com.

Have you toured the newly
redesigned wausauchamber.com?

Junior Achievement of Wisconsin Inc Northcentral District

www.wausauchamber.com

Chamber News
Help us welcome the newest
Chamber members!
Support the regional economy - do business with members.
Auto Select Inc

Wesner Agency

Creative Business Services

St. Vincent De Paul - Society Cabrini
Conference

Cricket Wireless Mobile Link Wisconsin LLC

Sorenson Home Inspection LLC

Envision Home at Last

Thunder Lube

The Language Banc

The Waraksa Group

Mid-State Sisters of Skate Inc

Wausau Breakfast Optimist

Nelson’s Power House Ltd

Wausau Pilot and Review

The Rodriguez Group Inc

Your Network Security LLC

Rural Mutual Insurance - The Kent

ICYMI:

(In Case You
Missed It)

Rasmussen College hosted a
Business PM on April 6. Terry Geurink
of Peoples State Bank was a winner at
the event.

Congratulations to Spectrum Insurance
Group for winning the Small Business of
the Year Award in the category of
Business-to-Business!
We would also like to congratulate City Grill
and Junior Achievement of Wisconsin Northcentral District for winning in their
respective categories.

We Make Banking About You

www.wausauchamber.com

BUSINESS
Checking
Benefits include:
n Earns interest monthly
n No or low activity fees

(i.e. checks deposited, ACH debits)

n
n
n
n

Business remote deposit
Mobile banking
Check Card
Online banking platform
customized for business

Don’t just bank ... own.
Visit us at
www.covantagecu.org today!

Metro News

Ribbon
cutting

A ribbon cutting cermony was held at the Marathon County Public Library to mark the
completion of a new community room on April 5.
To view more photos and video from ribbon cuttings, ‘like’ our Facebook page and follow
our Twitter account.

We provide therapy to children
of all ages and their family.
Our focus is on improving the overall wellness for children
who are experiencing post-trauma, mood disorders,
ADHD and children who are on the autism spectrum.
We offer art and animal therapy. Therapy facilitates
communication and healing while supporting the entire family.

www.caringtree.us
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High school juniors, seniors invited to
participate in The Branch Academy
The Branch continues to grow with the
announcement of a new program for
high school students. This summer, The
Branch Academy will offer juniors and
seniors to be (in the 2017-2018 school
year) an opportunity to earn college
credit while showcasing their talents for
business and community leaders.
Students will work weekly as a team on a
challenging innovation problem presented
by Northcentral Technical College.
The Branch Academy will present
students with a unique opportunity to
add a real-world experience to their
college applications and career portfolio.
Students that are selected and complete
the program will be rewarded with an
Apple product.
The program’s inaugural summer
session is accepting applications through
Wednesday, May 3. Mentors for the
program are also needed and can apply
on The Branch’s website.
The Branch and The Branch Academy
are workforce development initiatives
formed in partnership by the Wausau

CADEMY

Region Chamber of Commerce,
Northcentral Technical College and
Church Mutual. This programs are skills
accelerators which will build business
and retain talent in central Wisconsin.
Both programs teach collaboration,
communication, critical thinking and
creativity through the exercise of
entrepreneurship.
“I learned a new way of thinking. I learned
not to cut to the chase right away, but
to look into the question and find that
there’s more meaning.” said Lukas
Lindner, a 2016 graduate of DC Everest
and current student at the University of
Wisconsin – Stevens Point.
“This is an opportunity for students to
enter an environment where they can
apply their classroom skills and transfer

Students visit Chamber
on Careers In Action day
The Chamber welcomed five Mosinee High
School juniors into the office on Wednesday,
April 26 for another Careers In Action experience. The students and marketing manager
Brian Otten produced a ‘Bad Lip Reading’ video
to mark the occasion. Otten blogged about the
experience in the new Central Time Blog on
wausauchamber.com.
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it into a real-world business setting.” said
Dave Eckmann, President/CEO of the
Wausau Region Chamber of Commerce.
Along with River Valley Bank and
AROW Global, Church Mutual
Insurance Company is a sponsor of the
program and Westphal Staffing Inc a
supporter.
Students that have questions about
the program should contact Bobbi
Damrow, Dean of Business & Industry
and Regional Campuses at Northcentral
Technical College, at damrow@ntc.edu
or 715-348-7513. Businesses that are
interested in becoming involved with
the program can also register projects
through the site or contact Renae Krings,
talent development director, at rkrings@
wausauchamber.com or 715-848-5942.

DEMO DAY
Join us to learn about our collaborative initiative
to develop and retain talent in central Wisconsin.

You are invited:

6 p.m., Wednesday, May 10, 2017
Rm D100 (Community Room in the main entrance of the campus),
Northcentral Technical College,
1000 W. Campus Dr., Wausau WI 54401
Please RSVP here by May 3, 2017.
The event will include a presentation by students in the program’s spring cohort
on their corporate innovation projects for AROW Global and River Valley Bank.
A collaborative initiative of:

Also sponsored by:

Also supported by

Chamber News

EXPO’s Best of Show winners announced at Business PM
Four local businesses were recognized as
Business EXPO Best of Show recipients
at the Wausau Region Chamber of
Commerce’s EXPO Business PM
held at the Stoney Creek Hotel &
Conference Center in Rothschild on
Thursday, April 20. The EXPO Business
PM was held immediately following the
2017 Business EXPO and both were part
of the Chamber’s 2017 Small Business
Week. The Best of Show awards were
sponsored by Cornerstone Information
Technology and Office Enterprises Inc.
A committee made up of Chamber
members, including past recipients,
voted for the exhibitors that best met the
criteria in four categories:
Best of Show - Overall: Dream Systems
LLC of Weston for their interactive
digital display.
Best of Show – Best Theme: Jim
Kryshak Jewelers of Rib Mountain
was recognized for their flower powerthemed booth.
Best of Show – Attention Strategy: The
Marathon County Sheriff’s Department
was recognized for displaying their K9
unit, vehicle, officer and dog, in their
booth space.
Best of Show – Eats or Treats: Bob’s
Catering of Hatley was recognized for
the variety of entrees the business made
available for EXPO attendees.
The awards were presented by Scott
Stefan of Office Enterprises Inc and
Pete Valiska of the Chamber’s Small
Business Week committee.
Office Enterprises Inc also presented
scholarships for student artists through a
contest held in their space at the EXPO.
Chyna LaPorte of Wausau West High
School received a $1,500 scholarship
for her piece, ‘The Witness.’ Julia Knoll

Dream Systems LLC of Weston was recognized as Best of Show – Overall at Business
EXPO 2017 for their interactive digital display.

The Marathon County Sheriff’s Department was recognized as Best of Show –
Attention Strategy.

Chyna LaPorte of Wausau West High
School received a $1,500 scholarship for
her piece, ‘The Witness.’

of DC Everest Senior High received
$1,000 and Caroline Hehir, also of DC
Everest Senior High, received $500.

For more information about the 2017
Small Business of the Year Awards, visit
the Chamber’s recently redesigned site.

www.wausauchamber.com
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The Abbotsford Story, Inc. is pleased to announce the donation
of $1,600 to two local area organizations. In April, 2017, our
donations were presented to the YWCA for supplies for a
babysitting class and to the Wausau Conservatory of Music
for music stands. Every March and September, AbbyBank’s
charitable foundation, The Abbotsford Story, Inc. receives
requests from many area schools, non-profit organizations or
community organizations for funds needed to enrich, create or
support existing community public projects. The Abbotsford
Story, Inc. strives to provide continued support to its area
communities. The Abbotsford Story, Inc. was formed in 1986
as a private charitable foundation of AbbyBank. Since the
foundation was formed, AbbyBank has made contributions
totaling over $1,100,300 to the foundation. Since 1986, the
foundation has made donations to Abbotsford, Medford,
Wausau, Weston and neighboring area organizations totaling
over $881,758. For more information regarding AbbyBank and
its charitable foundation, The Abbotsford Story, Inc., visit their
website, call 715-223-2345 or stop in at any of their locations.
West Bend Mutual
Insurance Company
in West Bend has
announced
that
Compass
Insurance
Services
Inc
in
Kronenwetter recently
achieved $5 million in
sales with West Bend.
Compass
Insurance
Services is also one of West Bend’s Silver Circle Agencies,
a prestigious honor given to the company’s top-producing
independent insurance agencies. “We have recognized Compass
Insurance Services as a leader not only in the greater Wausau
area, but as a top performer companywide,” said Kelly Tighe,
West Bend’s vice president-sales. “John Guerndt’s passion,
vision, and values align perfectly with West Bend’s. We are both
fortunate and proud that Compass Insurance represents West
Bend Mutual Insurance Company.” John Guerndt, Compass
Insurance Services President said, “Our entire team is honored
and proud to be among such a prestigious group of industry
peers. We are very fortunate to represent West Bend Mutual
Insurance. With the ability to offer superior insurance products
to our clients, along with the deep relationships we have with
underwriting to top management, makes it easy for all parties
involved to be successful.”

Each month, Wisconsin Central Time NEWS
brings you insightful articles, updates, and
events about the issues being discussed and
the goals being achieved by Marathon County
government.
Check out the latest articles from Wisconsin
Central Time NEWS — now in a mobilefriendly format — to see how county officials
and employees are working to make Marathon
County a great place to work, play, live, and do
business.
Subscribe at
www.WisconsinCentralTimeNEWS.com.
Jeff Isaacson, an independent financial advisor affiliated with
Commonwealth Financial Network and financial consultant
of Peoples Wealth Management in Wausau, has achieved
Commonwealth Founder’s Club status for 2017. This
distinction recognizes success based on a ranking of annual
production among Commonwealth’s network of 1,710 financial
advisors. Wayne Bloom, CEO of Commonwealth, said, “We
are pleased to recognize Jeff for achieving Founder’s Club
status. Attaining this level of success is a testament to Jeff’s
steadfast commitment to doing right by his clients and to
his drive to provide independent, objective advice. Jeff is
highly regarded within the industry and highly valued within
the Commonwealth community, and we look forward to his
conference participation.” In earning this distinction, Isaacson
qualified to join his peers at the Commonwealth Founder’s
Club conference earlier this month. “Receiving recognition
by my peers and broker dealer is very humbling and brings me
great satisfaction in the work I am performing,” stated Isaacson.
“I look forward to attending the conference and bringing back
new industry knowledge to share with my clients.”

www.wausauchamber.com

Member News
Hurtis Heating & Air will select a veteran by nomination to receive
free installation of a Trane Central Air Conditioner on Flag Day.
Nominees must reside in Marathon, Wood, Portage or Lincoln
counties and should benefit from a new air conditioner installed at
no cost. Please submit a nomination on the Hurtis Heating & Air
Facebook page and include the following information: your name
and relationship to the nominee and nomination information:
name, military branch, rank, years of service, description of service
and need for the air conditioner.

a.m. and the race begins at 9 a.m. at Marathon Park in Wausau.
Registration is open online.

Peoples State Bank announced that it was voted as Best Local
Bank for the sixth consecutive year by the Wausau Daily Herald
2017 Readers’ Choice Awards. “We are extremely honored to win
this award for the sixth straight year,” said President & CEO Peter
Knitt of Peoples State Bank. “What is humbling about this award
is that our customers and community chose us as the best, so it is
a great indication of the level of customer service and value that
Keller Inc announced the hiring of Earl Vorpagel and Rob our customers find in us. We build strong relationships and strive
Doubeck as concrete craftsmen. In this role, they are responsible to always see the potential--helping people turn their dreams and
for preparing the site, setting concrete forms and finishing aspirations into reality.”
concrete flatwork.
Peoples State Bank is excited to announce the remodeling of
The Lincoln County Forestry Department is seeking to contract its Minocqua location. The 2,000 square-foot facility has been
with an individual or entity to design, construct and deliver, unload entirely remodeled to provide an improved banking experience for
and install one steel frame, truss design, clear-span snowmobile customers which was finalized in mid-March. Chief Operations
bridge (12 feet wide and 35 feet long) with approach (12 feet wide Officer Leif Christianson stated, “Peoples State Bank had
and 20 feet long) on snowmobile trail 51 located on the western planned on remodeling for three years prior to it occurring. We
ROW of Highway 51 at the NW1/4 NE1/4 Section 24, T32N- realized that the location was excellent and wanted to offer a
R6E, Town of Merrill, Lincoln County, Wisconsin.
greater experience to customers with an expansion of services.
We worked with the town of Minocqua to ensure we would
The Marathon County Historical Society will present “Rural accommodate our renovations to the town’s expectations and
Electrification in Central Wisconsin,” another topic in our History environment.”
Speaks series, at 2 p.m. on April 30 at the Woodson History
Center, Wausau. Gary Gisselman will discuss the many ways rural
Primrose Retirement
life changed as electricity moved onto the farm. Gisselman will
Communities L.L.C
trace the developments that opened the way for electrification
has named Primrose
outside the cities. ‘Preserving Your Family’s Papers, Photos and
of Wausau one
Textiles’ will be held at 2 p.m. on Sunday, May 7, at the same
of its Retirement
location. Curators Linda Forbess and Kathy Volkmann will discuss
Communities
best practices for caring for and preserving your family’s treasured
of the Year. The
papers, photographs and textiles. There are no admission fees for
announcement was
these program; however, donations are appreciated. Registration
made on April 5,
is not required. The Historical Society is grateful to Janke Book
during the company’s
Store and to Compass Properties for their sponsorship of the
annual
Leadership
History Speaks series. For more information, please call the Conference in Austin, TX. “The Wausau Primrose has continued
Marathon County Historical Society at 715-842-5750.
to be one of our best performing communities,” said Primrose
Retirement Communities President BJ Schaefbauer. “More
Marshfield Clinic & Security Health Plan will present the Chase’n importantly, the staff there exemplify the high level of quality
Chocolate run/walk on Saturday, May 13. The event will benefit service we are proud to provide. Primrose of Wausau is a wonderful
The Women’s Community. Awards will be given for the top three example which all of our retirement communities around the
female runners and top three male runners, regardless of age. The country should strive to follow.” In addition to the title, Primrose
cost for adults and kids 13+ is $30, kids age 7-12 $10 (includes a of Wausau received a monetary award which will be shared among
t-shirt) and free for kids six and under. Registration starts at 7:30 the employees.
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A STORM
IS BREWING ...
and we’ve organized a regional talent summit
to prepare you before it hits.

THURSDAY, MAY 25 | 8 AM TO 1 PM
STONEY CREEK HOTEL &
CONFERENCE CENTER, ROTHSCHILD

TOPICS: Grow your own talent
Non-traditional sources of talent
Talent attraction

For registration or
sponsorship information,
contact your local
Chamber of Commerce.

Member News
Rasmussen College’s Professional Nursing Associate’s
degree program in Green Bay and Wausau have earned
accreditation from the Accreditation Commission for
Education in Nursing. This signifies that the program has
met or exceeded standards and criteria for educational
quality in its nursing curriculum as well as its ability to
prepare for nursing students to work successfully in the
profession.

specific stations for the students to explore. The Civil
Engineering and CADD exercise offered insight into the
intricate activities involving the designing of an athletic
complex using Mosinee’s own Mosinee Community
Athletic Complex which is currently in design phase.
There was an exciting hands-on activity exploring the
finite capabilities of a Total Station and Global Positioning
System (GPS) unit used by Land Surveyors. Students
also participated in a water sampling activity and tour
In recognition of Earth Day, REI Engineering Inc is of REI’s Emergency Response trailer directed by REI’s
contributing books to local schools and The Women’s Environmental/Safety Team.
Community and distributing educational materials for
nearly 400 students and 16 teachers. REI’s goal is to
Mike Meuret, senior safety consultant
encourage students to Read, Educate, and Ignite action
will join the environmental and safety
to help in sustaining our environment. To accomplish this
team at REI Engineering Inc. Meuret
goal, REI is asking its team members to deliver books to
will be involved with internal company
classrooms/school libraries in the community. Students
safety compliance as well as working
at schools including Newman Catholic Schools, Mosinee
with clients to enhance written
Schools, Riverside Elementary School, Rothschild
programs and deliver safety training.
Elementary, Kate Goodrich Elementary School, Riverview
Meuret recently attended an OSHA
Mike
Meuret
Elementary School, Trinity Lutheran in Athens and local
503 update for general industry
preschools will benefit from receiving REI’s gift. “Small
outreach trainers presented by
gestures can make a large impact,” says REI president Eastern Kentucky University’s OSHA Training Institute
Jeny Nieuwenhuis. “The books we are sharing with local in Richmond, Kentucky. Meuret has been an Authorized
students are a tool to open up the conversation about OSHA Outreach Trainer since 2005 teaching the OSHA
Earth Day. Earth Day doesn’t have to be about solving General Industry 10 & 30 courses.
environmental crises, but it can serve as a reminder that
we can make practical adjustments that have a greater Ruder Ware LLSC is pleased to announce that Melissa
impact on the shaping of our community.”
Kampmann has become a Fellow with The American
College of Trust and Estate Counsel. The American College
On Wednesday, April 26, students from Mosinee High of Trust and Estate Counsel is a nonprofit association
School, Wausau East High School, Wausau West High of lawyers and law professors skilled and experienced
School, Wittenberg-Birnamwood High School, and in the preparation of wills and trusts; estate planning;
Newman Catholic High School visited REI Engineering, and probate procedure and administration of trusts and
Inc. as part of Careers in Action (CIA) Day. CIA Day is a estates of decedents, minors and incompetents. Its more
program designed to give the next generation workforce than 2,500 members are called “Fellows” and practice
a behind the scenes look at the local business world. At throughout the United States, Canada and other foreign
REI Engineering, the students explored careers in Civil countries. To qualify for membership, a lawyer must have
Engineering, Computer Aided Design and Drafting no less than 10 years’ experience in the active practice
(CADD), Environmental/Safety Consulting and Land of probate and trust law or estate planning. Lawyers and
Surveying through a series of learning station activities law professors are elected to be Fellows based on their
that include both discussion platforms and hands-on outstanding reputation, exceptional skill, and substantial
experience. The students also had the opportunity to contributions to the field by lecturing, writing, teaching
ask REI professionals about their careers and learn more and participating in bar activities.
about local projects. REI Engineering creates three
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Member News
SC Swiderski LLC recently welcomed
Chris A. Wolfe in the newly created role
of director of capital finance. Chris will
source project funding for commercial
and multifamily projects and will play
an integral role in the pre-development
phase of projects. Chris has twentyfive years of experience in lending.
Chris Wolfe
She received a degree in banking from
the University of Wisconsin and has
worked in residential, commercial and multifamily lending
and bank management roles. She most recently served
as senior lender for F&M Bank with an emphasis on large
portfolio multifamily development lending products. Fay
Harder, director of operations for S.C. Swiderski said, “We
are excited to add Chris to the company in this vital role.
Her expertise on the lender’s side of the transaction will
be instrumental to us as we continue our expansion and
move forward with multiple projects. Chris is analytical
but also possesses strong communication skills which will
enable her to be an effective advocate for the company.”
SC Swiderski has recently completed construction on
Mill Street Estates in Eagle River, Prosser Place Estates
in Antigo and Woodland Estates in Wisconsin Rapids for
a total of two hundred new apartment homes. They are
currently building in Kronenwetter,
Wausau and Rice Lake. SC Swiderski
LLC also announced the addition of
Jay Trowbridge as manager of their
expanded excavation department.
Trowbridge will lead this growing
department of the Construction
Division and oversee work on both S.C.
Swiderski developments and outside
Jay Trowbridge
projects. Jay has twenty years of
experience in excavation, equipment
operation and site utilities. He worked as a project manager
for a trucking and excavating company and as co-owner
of his family’s business. Harder said, “We are pleased to
have Jay and his added expertise in this growing area of
our business. The expansion of this department allows us
to continue increasing our capabilities and respond to the
demand for multifamily housing with new projects.”

officers after elections held at their March board meeting.
The Board elected Jim Weimerskirch, chairperson, Jane
Huebsch, vice chairperson, Larry Meyer, treasurer and
Jean Cuttell, secretary. Board officers are elected for oneyear terms.

Thanks to the generosity of the Wausau community,
The UPS Store located at 4404 Rib Mountain Drive
raised funds for the Toys for Tots Literacy Program.
One hundred percent of the proceeds donated locally
benefit children in the area. Throughout November and
December 2016, The UPS Store offered customers the
opportunity to purchase Toys for Tots Literacy Program
donation cards. “The community’s participation in the Toys
for Tots Literacy Program was a key component to the
success of this promotion,” said The UPS Store franchisee
Donna Brandenburg. “This program provides us the
unique opportunity to work with a nationally-recognized
organization yet make an impact in our community,
which is only possible because of thoughtful contributions
from the people in the Wausau area.” This year, The UPS
Store in Rib Mountain was able to donate 620 books to
The Boys and Girls Club of the Wausau Area, specifically
to the Franklin Elementary School site. Books were
handed out to each family at a Family Night on March
20. The remaining books will be used at the site for kids
to read during academic enrichment time before and after
school. For more information or to donate online, visit
The Salvation Army-Wausau announced a new slate of ToysForTotsLiteracy.org.

www.wausauchamber.com

Satisfied Stinks:

The Power of
Emotional Connections

Have you ever wondered how much of a role emotion
plays in making decisions? Paul LaPree, vice president
of business development with Miron Construction
Co., Inc., will share an informative and sometimes
humorous presentation on the importance and power
of connecting emotionally with your customers.

Cost is $15 for members,
$30 for non-members
For more information or
to register, visit
WausauChamber.com or
call 715-848-5953

THURSDAY, MAY 11 | 11:30 AM TO 1 PM | CHURCH MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY, MERRILL

Member News
Wausau River District and its partners were recognized
for its outstanding downtown revitalization efforts at the
26th Wisconsin Main Street Awards ceremony on April 7
in Wisconsin Rapids. Accepting for the City of Wausau,
Allen Wesolowski took home the award for Best Public
Improvement Project for his work on the Second Avenue
reconstruction project. Mark Craig took top honors in the
Best Public Private Partnership project for his umbrella
art installation over Third Street last summer. The event
was hosted by the Wisconsin Economic Development
Corporation. “WEDC congratulates Wausau River
District for its outstanding efforts to revitalize and
improve downtown,” said Mark Hogan, secretary and
CEO of WEDC. “A vibrant downtown is critical to a
community’s overall economic development as well as the
quality of life for its residents, and we commend Wausau
River District and its partners for being among the best in
the state when it comes to strengthening its downtown.”
Elizabeth Brodek, Executive Director of Wausau River
District, added, “We are thrilled that our partners were
able to be recognized for their tireless work on a statewide
platform, especially with these big projects, we’re happy
to be able to celebrate the many hours of planning,
preparation, and input that yielded outstanding results.”
For a complete list of all the 2016 Main Street award
winners, visit InWisconsin.com.
State Superintendent Tony Evers named G.D. Jones
and Thomas Jefferson elementary schools as Title I
Schools of Recognition for the 2016-2017 school year.
School of Recognition awards highlight schools that
have demonstrated success in educating students from
low-income families. “These schools stand out for their
efforts to educate our kids,” Evers said. “They are staffed
by dedicated educators who work with parents, families,
and the school community to support the needs of all kids
through rigorous programming and attention to student
needs.” These two elementary schools are identified as
“Beating-the-Odds Schools” as they are in the top 25
percent of high-poverty schools in the state and have
above-average student achievement in reading and
mathematics when compared to schools from similarly

sized districts, schools, grade configurations, and poverty
levels. This is the eighth consecutive year that Thomas
Jefferson Elementary School has received this recognition.
Principal Cathy Prozanski said, “Eight years in a row!
The students, staff, and families at Thomas Jefferson
worked hard to achieve this recognition. We are focused
on student learning and are dedicated to helping our
students be college and career ready. This award validates
our hard work.” G.D. Jones Elementary Principal Robin
Franks added, “It is truly an honor for G.D. Jones School
to receive this award. As a team of families, students, and
staff, we will continue to work hard to ensure that Jones
students are college and career ready.”

Siam Rezwan

Wausau East student Siam Rezwan was
accepted to present on his work with
VISION at the 2017 Harvard Global
Health and Leadership Conference at
Harvard University. Siam was accepted
as a Gold applicant, which means he
will receive a symposium presentation
advisor and a private dinner with the
board of a global health organization.

Wausau School District Superintendent Dr. Kathleen
Williams, Riverview Elementary Principal Andy Place and
PBIS Coordinator Kathy Guthman gave a presentation
at the National School Boards Association Convention in
Denver, along with corporate representatives from First
Student (the District’s yellow school bus provider). The
presentation topic was student behavior and the school
bus and was based on the District’s implementation of
Positive Behaviors Interventions & Supports (PBIS) and
the positive behavioral outcomes bus drivers and students
are experiencing while riding the bus.
Building inspectors and clerks should note that every
community is required to begin electronically reporting
building permits for all new one- and two-family dwellings
by January 2, 2018. Visit the Wisconsin Department
of Safety & Professional Services website for more
information.

www.wausauchamber.com

Chamber Member
Appreciation
Night

We invite members of the Wausau Region Chamber
of Commerce to enjoy the Woodchucks game on Friday, June 16
at Chamber Member Appreciation Night.
Special chamber member package
Reserved seat ticket
Voucher good for a hot dog and soda
$10.50 per package
Vs.

Friday, June 16 featuring amazing Post-Game Fireworks!

How do I buy my ticket package?
Go online to woodchucks.com and click buy tickets
Enter the promo code (Chamber17)
Select the seats you want in section 204
Select pick up at Will Call or E-Mail for ticket delivery
Checkout
If you don’t want to purchase tickets online, would like to purchase tickets as a group or have
questions about the event, contact: Traci at 715.845.5055 ext. 102 or traci@woodchucks.com

: Your Ticket Home for the Summer
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Wausau Region
Chamber of Commerce

LEADERSHIP
EXCELLENCE

Create Confidence
Create Change
Create Community
2017 - 2018 Session
Leadership Excellence will lead participants down the road to
success, achievement and goal fulfillment. It is an interactive
leadership program designed to develop your professional and
personal self, based on your strengths.

For more information or to register, visit wausauchamber.com or call 715-845-6231

Summer Kick-Off
at the Wisconsin
Woodchucks’ Bullpen
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31

Enjoy the home opener from the new bullpen!
Located down the first base line, the ‘bullpen’ will
feature a completely redeveloped Leinie’s Lodge and
concession stand, uniquely designed pergola roofs
and tables to enjoy the area.

Cost is $25 (membership not required), and
includes a ticket, Trig’s
Smokehouse Green &
Gold Brats, angus beef
hamburgers, hot dogs,
seasoned tater-tots, soda
and water, plus three beer
vouchers!
For more information or
to register, visit
WausauChamber.com or
call 715-848-5953

5:35 PM GATES OPEN, 6:35 PM FIRST PITCH | ATHLETIC PARK, WAUSAU

