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Introducing a new skills accelerator
By Aaron Kapellusch, President/CEO

I

n the midst of a very busy
April, we made a very
important announcement.

On Monday, April 11,
before our record-breaking
Small Business Week and
YPWeek kicked off, a group
of stakeholders and the
local media assembled in
the Information Technology
Entrepreneurial Center (iTEC) at Northcentral Technical
College here in Wausau for the debut of The Branch.
The Branch is a new workforce development initiative
and a collaborative partnership with Church Mutual
Insurance Company and Northcentral Technical
College, designed to build business and retain talent in
the region. The Branch is currently open to students
from six higher education institutions in the region, and
hosted at NTC’s iTEC.
The Branch will provide participating businesses with the
opportunity to retain the brightest collegiate students
in the region, through the completion of corporate
innovation projects. This program is an entrepreneurial
skills accelerator that blends academic content with
coaching, advice and resources. The program will provide

structured professional development and immersive
professional development in a unique environment, and is
free to the student.
During the media event, I said, “The Branch is here to
support our businesses, here to support our students
in the region and here to create an environment of
entrepreneurship and develop higher business and
technical skills. Participants in The Branch will produce
future employees for local businesses.”
It is a lot to explain here in this column, so if you would
like to become involved or would like more information
on The Branch, please visit TheBranchWI.com. I would
personally love to sit down and explain it more to you in
person.
I also wanted to save some space in this month’s column
to thank our members for helping to make the 2016
Business EXPO a record-setting event for us. This
year’s EXPO, part of our Small Business Week, included
more than 260 booths and included more than 3,200
attendees this year, both new highs for the Chamber.
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Member News

Coming up on our calendar:
May 3: Ribbon Cutting: Glenn’s Ginseng Sales LLC

May 20: Nothing But Networking

May 3: Ribbon Cutting: Astia Health LLC

May 20: Ribbon Cutting: Periwinkle’s
Coffee and Tea Shoppe

May 4: Ribbon Cutting: First Bank Financial Centre
May 5: Local Government Educate & Engage Series: Local
Government Systems Overview

May 26: Business PM: Wauskin Medical Aesthetics
June 1: Chamber ROI: Maximizing Your Membership

May 6: Ribbon Cutting: Wausau World Market

June 2: Business PM: Wisconsin Woodchucks Baseball

May 6: Ribbon Cutting: Sconni’s Alehouse & Eatery

June 14: Coaching Conversations in the Workplace (part 2)

May 10: Coaching Conversations in the Workplace (part 1)

For more information or to register for these programs and events, visit wausauchamber.com.

May 17: Customer Service: Not a Soft Skill

Ambassador Profile:

EXPO is, in my
opinion, ‘the place
to be.’ Even if you’re
Chamber volunteers will be profiled each
not participating
month in Chamber Connection.
with a booth, it’s
NAME: Sara Gast
one of the few
events I’ve attended
BUSINESS NAME: Featherstone
in my entire time
Cabinetry & Design
here in Wausau (11
Sara Gast
HOMETOWN: Denmark, Wisconsin
years now) where
you actually meet
BACKGROUND: Bachelor of Arts
business owners and people of great
from UWSP; Lean Certification from
importance in their industry/business,
NTC. Ten-plus years in customer service
not just the ‘gatekeepers.’
and accounting, eight years in insurance
sales and marketing, less than one year in THE STORY ABOUT YOUR
cabinetry design.
BUSINESS YOU REPEAT MOST

BEST RECENT READS: ‘Gifts

of Imperfection’ by Brené Brown and
“UnSelling” by Scott Stratten.

THE STORY ABOUT THE
CHAMBER YOU REPEAT
MOST OFTEN: The Annual Business

OFTEN: Unless your home was built
out of LEGO or Lincoln Logs - or
built by IKEA - then you need custom
cabinets. Featherstone is the ‘ultimate
buying experience,’ our team has a
combined 200-plus years of cabinetry/
woodworking, finishes and design
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experience. The product is top-grade
quality inside and out and the service
provided is extraordinary. I’ve seen
everyone in this company go above
and beyond to make sure a customer is
satisfied to the nth degree, down to the
finest detail.

DREAM JOB WHEN YOU
WERE GROWING UP: Nurse,

mom, professional singer/musical actress
(always wanted to play Christine in
Phantom of the Opera!)

FAVORITE SNACK: Chocolate.
Chocolate. Did I mention chocolate?
HIDDEN TALENT: I host private tea
parties in my home. I have mismatched
English tea cups and pots, and encourage
my ladies who attend to have fun by
donning British-looking vintage hats.
For two hours, typically once a month,
the focus is on laughing, making new
friendships and simple camaraderie.

Chamber News

Small Businesses
of the Year named

Creative Communication & Design

Griesbach Auto Service Inc

The Center for the Visual Arts Inc

The Wausau Region Chamber of Commerce named the three 2016
Small Businesses of the Year Award recipients at a ceremony on the
morning of Tuesday, April 19 at Stoney Creek Hotel & Conference
Center in Rothschild.
The Small Business of the Year Award recognizes business growth,
community involvement, and innovative efforts in the Wausau Region.
Recipients were named in three categories:
Business-to-Business
category:
Creative
Communication & Design is a Wausau-based, fullservice advertising agency dedicated to growing
Marathon County businesses since 1990. Owners
Chris Liedtke and Cindy Baumann have forged
their dream into a regional marketing leader serving
national and international clients in diverse industries,
including healthcare, manufacturing, consumer
products, technology, and financial services.
Business-to-Consumer category: Jon Griesbach
opened Griesbach Auto Service Inc in 1996 with the
goal of providing the best customer and automotive
service. Griesbach Auto Service maintains today’s
automobiles and light trucks and offers quality preowned vehicles for sale at a pair of locations, offering
exceptional client service and a system for superior
client follow-up.
Charitable Non-Profit category: The Center
for the Visual Arts Inc is a non-profit organization organized in 1982
that works to engage people in the visual arts, adding to the livability
of the community. This is accomplished through free exhibits in three
professional galleries, through art classes for children and adults, through
the sale of original artist work in a gift shop, and by collaborating with
other local organizations.
The 2016 Small Business Week was sponsored by Becker
Communications, The Business News, The Dirks Group, Midwest
Communications, Riiser Energy, River Valley Bank, Sam’s Club and
WAOW Newsline 9.
For more information about the 2016 Small Business of the Year
Awards, including a list of this year’s finalists and past recipients, visit
wausauchamber.com.

www.wausauchamber.com

Contact our team of experts for a

FREE
REVIEW
of your personal and small business
tax returns
We offer:

Tax Services
Payroll
Bookkeeping
Michael Matuszak, manager

4105 Dixie Avenue, Wausau WI 54401 | 715-675-9000
www.kerberrose.com
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EXPO Best of Show Winners Named
Four local businesses were recognized
as Best of Show winners at the Wausau
Region Chamber of Commerce’s
EXPO Business PM held at the Central
Wisconsin Convention + Expo Center
on Thursday, April 21, 2016. The EXPO
Business PM was held immediately
following the 2016 Business EXPO and
both were part of the Chamber’s 2016
Small Business Week. The EXPO was
attended by more than 3,200 this year
with hundreds also attending the EXPO
Business PM.
A committee made up of Chamber
members, including past recipients,
voted for exhibitors that best met the
criteria in four categories:
Best of Show - Overall: RE-VI Design
of Wausau was recognized for their
landscaped patio display.
Best of Show – Best Theme: On-Q
Collision Center Inc of Ringle was
recognized for their rustic booth.
Best of Show – Attention Strategy:
FlipSide Graphics of Wausau was
recognized for their in-booth truck wrap,
performed during the EXPO.
Best of Show – Eats or Treats:
Nueske’s Applewood Smoked Meats
of Wittenberg was recognized for the

bacon and sausage samples available to
attendees at the EXPO.
The awards were presented by Andy
Becker of Becker Communications and
Pete Valiska of the Chamber’s Small
Business Week committee.
Small Business Week was held during
the week of April 18 to 22 and included
a variety of events, headlined by the
Small Business of the Year Awards

Ceremony in which three recipients
were recognized and the 2016 Business
EXPO which featured more than 260
exhibitors.
The 2016 Small Business Week was
sponsored by Becker Communications,
The Business News, The Dirks Group,
Midwest Communications, Riiser
Energy, River Valley Bank, Sam’s Club
and WAOW Newsline 9.

Help us Welcome the Newest Chamber Members!
Support the regional economy - do business with members.
A & B Process Systems Corp
Aspirus Arise
Forward Development Group LLC
Houck Transit Advertising
Impact Directories of Wisconsin LLC

North Central Wisconsin Wellness Advocates
Queen of the Castle Magazine
Red Wing Shoes
Rib Mountain Eye Care
Rondele Ranch
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Member News
high-quality health insurance options next year,” said Brett
Davis, Aspirus Arise President and CEO. “We are focused on
enhancing the value of health care services in north-central
Wisconsin.”

The Abbotsford Story, Inc. is pleased to announce the
presentation of $16,200 in donations to area organizations
within the AbbyBank communities. Every March and
September, AbbyBank’s charitable foundation, The Abbotsford
Story, Inc. receives requests from many area schools, nonprofit organizations or community organizations for funds
needed to enrich, create or support existing community
public projects. Donations were presented to the following
organizations in our local communities: Peyton’s Promise, Get
SMART Wausau Coalition, funding for the SMART Program,
DC Everest IDEA School, Hatley Elementary School and the
Wausau Region Chamber of Commerce.
AbbyBank recently announced the
promotion of Karen Soyk to vice
president of human resources. Karen will
oversee the human resource department
for all of the AbbyBank locations. She
has been with the bank for 30 years,
and she continues to be an outstanding
part of the organization. “Karen’s broad
Karen Soyk
experience within AbbyBank suits her
for this important role. However, it is the
value she places on our employees and linking them with key
development and performance opportunities that make her a
leader in our ongoing efforts to build excellence,” says Patrick
McCrackin, President/CEO of AbbyBank.
Aspirus Arise Health Plan of Wisconsin achieved a milestone
when it was granted a Certificate of Authority from the
Wisconsin Office of the Commissioner of Insurance. This
means the Wausau-based health plan can offer consumers
in north-central Wisconsin new health insurance options.
“Individuals, families, and businesses will have new, affordable,

Aspirus Wausau Hospital has awarded Ellis Construction a
contract for the expansion and renovation of its cancer center,
ambulance garage and food service areas. The architect for
the project is Plunkett Raysich Architects of Milwaukee. The
project is part of the new campus master plan for the hospital,
and the 17,000 square foot project is expected to be completed
in phases over the next 24 to 30 months. Andrew Halverson,
Vice President of Business Development for Ellis Construction
said, “We are thrilled and honored that Aspirus has placed their
trust and confidence in Ellis Construction once again, to move
this great project forward for their patients.”
Astia Health LLC recently launched their pilot software
and services to the clinicians and residents of Marathon and
the surrounding communities. The business offers the latest
advancements in technology and data security. With their new
software and services, clinicians will be able to use Astia Health’s
platform to reach more patients, treat them, and customize
their availability through an easy to use dashboard.
Community Corner Clubhouse celebrated 20 years with a
party on April 27. The event was open to the public and guests
shared 20 years of memories, hope and opportunity.
Join the Kronenwetter Fire Department as they honor the
fallen heroes of September 11, 2001 with a Run for the Fallen
2016 on the morning of September 10 at Towering Pines Park
at 2355 Tower Road, Kronenwetter. Register for the 5k, 10k or
1 Mile Firefighter Challenge to show your support for the fallen
first responders who made the ultimate sacrifice 15 years ago.
Participants will receive a free dry-fit event tee, Fallen Hero
Honor Badge, an automatic entry into our Race Bib Raffle and
goodie bags from local businesses and sponsors.
Laurie Prochnow attended the Management Recruiters
International Pacesetter Conference held in Los Cabos, Mexico.
In addition to the management sessions Laurie attended, offices
and individuals were recognized for outstanding performance.
This conference is held for top achievers within the organization.
Jerry Rice, NFL Hall of Famer, led the keynote address at the
conference.
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Matthiae of Crystal Finishing Systems
in running for national award
The U.S. Small Business Administration
(SBA) has named Mark Matthiae
of Crystal Finishing Systems Inc the
Wisconsin Small Business Person of the
Year.
Matthiae will attend ceremonies in
Washington, DC, on May 1 and 2,
2016 in which the 2016 National Small
Business Person of the Year and runnersup will be named.
Crystal Finishing Systems Inc is an
aluminum extruder, specializing in
fabrication, coatings, warehousing,
contract manufacturing and logistics.
The company employs 775 team
members. Matthiae, founder and CEO,
strategically used SBA-guaranteed

Wausau Region
Chamber of Commerce

LEADERSHIP
EXCELLENCE

Create Confidence
Create Change
Create Community

financing to grow his company from
a small job shop to the full service
manufacturer it is today, employing
hundreds in the small towns of Schofield,
Mosinee, and River Falls.
“This award is certainly a great individual
honor, but I see it as a recognition
of a team effort at Crystal Finishing
Systems Inc.” said Matthiae. “This award
is the result of the exceptional work

“I enrolled
with the hope
of building on my
leadership strengths.”

REBECCA J. FRISCH
Marathon County Conservation,
Planning, and Zoning Department
“The program provides
an opportunity to meet
a diversity of leaders
from the area,
which in turn inspires
all of us to take
up a cause, work
together and
become true
community
leaders.”
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performed by our team members and
our relationships with our customers.”
SBA’s District Director Eric Ness
congratulated all of the winners, saying
“I’m looking forward to celebrating
these
outstanding
Wisconsin
entrepreneurs and all those who
support and champion their success.
Wisconsin’s 440,000 small businesses
are the economic engine that creates
more than half of all private sector jobs
here. They are crucial to economic
development in our state and the
success of our communities.”
For more information on the 2016 Small
Business Administration Wisconsin
Awards, visit the SBA site.

Credible,
Confident
and E ffective
Leadership
No matter where you are in
your own personal leadership
journey, there’s something
valuable and practical for you to
learn in Leadership Excellence.
For more information on the
program or to register, visit
wausauchamber.com and click
the Leadership Excellence link
or call 715-845-6231.

Member News
Visit the Marathon County Historical Society during Wausau’s dispatch systems and customer satisfaction ratings.
Downtown Open House from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday,
May 14. Get a behind-the-scenes look at their collections,
Peoples State Bank announces the
archives and exhibit preparation areas, plus enjoy a cool treat at
addition of Andrea Sasman as mortgage
our ice cream social in the historic Carriage House.
loan specialist at their Wausau-Stewart
Avenue office. Sasman joins Peoples
Konica Minolta Business Solutions U.S.A., Inc. announced that
with 17 years of mortgage processing
Office Enterprises Inc of Weston has been honored with a
and loan support experience. She will
2016 Pro-Tech Service Award which recognizes those Konica
assist customers in securing financing
Minolta dealerships that demonstrate the highest commitment
to purchase a home or refinance an
Andrea
Sasman
to customer support and satisfaction. A Pro-Tech Service Award
existing mortgage. Sasman will also assist
winner for the sixth time, Office Enterprises, Inc. is headed by
customers with home equity lines of
Bob Lamovec, president. To attain the Pro-Tech standard, each credit and construction loans. “I am excited to be part of the
element of the business was evaluated and measured, including its Peoples team. My goal is to do all I can to make the process for
management skills, inventory control systems, technical expertise, my customers as smooth as possible,” she said.

Featured Apps

PicsArt Photo Studio
• Make photo edits, photo collages and
create digital drawings
• Communicate with a global community
of creative people
• Hundreds of tools, filters and effects
• Use #FreeToEdit hashtag for
collaborative editing

Chictopia
• Create, shop and discover style with a
worldwide fashion community
• Browse through street style photos and shop
for shoes, clothes and accessories
• Follow your favorite stylists and get their
latest looks

Mindly
• Perfect for the visual person – eliminates
unnecessary clutter and helps you focus
on ideas, thoughts and concepts
• Organize your thoughts, capture ideas,
take notes and more
• Attach notes, images or icons to any event
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Cellcom does not endorse, publish, or support the troubleshooting of these applications. All application support is the responsibility of the developer. Developer contact information can be found within the application market or developer’s website(s). Application availability subject to change without notice. Not all applications are available on all devices. By downloading
these applications you accept the terms stated by the developer(s). Please review the Information & Content section of Cellcom’s Terms and Conditions located at www.cellcom.com/AUP for additional information, restrictions, and disclaimers applicable to these applications. Trademarks and Tradenames are property of their respective owners. Standard data charges apply.
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Gain access to premier local talent
The Branch will provide participating businesses with the opportunity to retain the brightest collegiate
students in Central Wisconsin, through the completion of corporate innovation projects. This program is
an entrepreneurial skills accelerator that blends academic content with coaching, advice, and resources in
10-weeks that will provide structured professional development in a unique environment that will produce
qualified candidates to feed the workforce pipeline and grow the region’s economy.

“The Branch will prepare students
for great careers based upon
innovation in our local economy.”
- Aaron Kapellusch, President/
CEO of the Wausau Region
Chamber of Commerce

“What we have in The Branch is our
future. The Branch will develop the
future entrepreneurial leaders in our
community.”

“When a student has a chance to work
on a strategic project for a top 50
insurance company, you can bet that
will be noticed on a resume.”

- Dr. Lori Weyers, President
of Northcentral Technical College

-Richard Poirier, President and CEO
of Church Mutual Insurance Company

Who are we looking for?
Hackers: Engineering, manufacturing, software development, computer science students
Hipsters: Graphic and communication design, industrial design, UX/UI students
Hustlers: Business development and strategy, marketing, sales students
Handlers: Exceptional organization and communication skills to be project managers

The Branch participants will be paired with business mentors to
innovate solutions to real-world projects.
To become a sponsor of or to submit a project to The Branch,
contact Brian Otten at botten@wausauchamber.com or visit TheBranchWI.com

Member News
REI Engineering Inc presented to a large group of logging
professionals for the Michigan Sustainable Forestry Initiative
program on ‘Chemical Spills on Logging Operations.’ The
presentation included Michigan and Wisconsin requirements
for spill response, reporting requirements to State and Federal
governmental agencies, necessary remediation and real world
examples of spills involving logging operations and associated
transportation activities. The presentation helped fulfill the
Sustainable Forestry Initiative certification for the logging
professionals that attended.
Project engineer, Tom Marschke, and civil engineering
technician, Keith Klebenow, both of REI Engineering Inc’s
Civil Construction team recently attended a Bridge Coatings
Inspector Program in Hammond, Indiana sponsored by the
Society of Protective Coatings. The objective of the BCI
course is to thoroughly train individuals in the proper methods
of inspecting surface preparation and installation of industrial
protective coatings to bridge structures.

event will feature over 25 breweries sampling 100-plus craft
beers and vendors with bacon samples. The Spicy Tie Band
will perform. Tickets are $30 until June 1, $35 from June 1 to
September 23 and $40 at the event.
First Thursdays, the monthly retail event launched last year by
Wausau River District business owners, has won the award for
the Best New Retail Event in the state. The announcement
was made at the Wisconsin Main Street Awards in Marshfield.
First Thursdays begins its 2016 season on May 5 in downtown
Wausau.

The Wisconsin Better Business Bureau Foundation Center for
Character Ethics has announced the finalists for its BBB Torch
Awards for Ethics. Winners will be announced at the BBB
Torch Awards luncheon ceremony on May 17 at the HarleyDavidson Museum in Milwaukee. The BBB Torch Awards for
Ethics is a statewide competition that honors businesses and
non-profit organizations who do business in Wisconsin and that
demonstrate excellence in ethical practices, service excellence,
Surgical Associates SC, based in Wausau, signed an agreement reputation, honest advertising, peer recognition, management
to acquire Surgical Associates of Wisconsin Rapids, S.C. practices, and employee training in ethical behavior.
Combining the two independent surgical practices makes
Surgical Associates, S.C., the largest independent, general
and vascular surgical group in the state and provides access
We Want to Hear from You!
to a team of 13 surgeons with multiple specialties for patients
Please submit your stories and photos to Brian Otten
throughout central and northern Wisconsin and the Upper
at botten@wausauchamber.com.
Peninsula of Michigan.
Wausau Events is proud to announce a new event, the Beer &
Bacon Festival. The event will be held on Saturday, September
24 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at Fern Island Park in Wausau. The

Use of the stories will be at the discretion of the WRCC and may be shortened
to fit the appropriate platform. Only stories from members in good standing
with the WRCC will be used. The information you submit may be used in the
Chamber marketing materials, The Business News and on social media.

‘Mystery Members’ highlighted
on Social Media

The Wausau Region Chamber of Commerce’s Facebook page and Twitter
account offer regular features each week. Chamber staff snap photos of
the ‘Proud Member’ stickers displayed at businesses in the region. You can
guess the location these photos were taken or submit your own shot and
we’ll challenge our ‘likers’ and ‘followers’ to identify the ‘Mystery Member.’
Also keep an eye out for our featured Member Mashups and #TBT
(Throwback Thursday) photos.
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Chamber News
Chambers Collaborate
on E3YP Expansion

Ribbon cutting ceremonies were recently held at,
Schofield Primary Care
Clinic (top) on April 12 and at
ONLINE:
the Couri & Smyth Health
View Recent
For Life Medical Center in
Ribbon
Weston on April 28.
To view more photos and video from ribbon cuttings, ‘like’
our Facebook page and follow
our Twitter account.

Cuttings and
Groundbreakings

The Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce and the Wausau
Region Chamber of Commerce announced a cooperative
expansion of the E3YP initiative on Wednesday, April 20.
The purpose for this collaboration is to allow member businesses
of the Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce to take advantage of
reduced membership
rates
and
more
diverse
networking
opportunities
with
young professionals in
the greater Wausau
region.
“We are very excited about collaborating with the E3YP group
and helping to broaden programming for young professionals
on a regional level,” said Debbe Kinsey, CEO of the Merrill Area
Chamber of Commerce. “It’s an opportunity for us to showcase
the great things that Merrill has to offer, while broadening the
understanding of and connections in the central Wisconsin
area. Our collaboration will educate, enlighten and promote
our businesses, our community and our region in ways that are
attractive to our Millennial population”
“Since its inception, we had envisioned this as a regional
program. Young professionals don’t recognize imposed
boundaries between individual municipalities. We want them
to feel connected to the places they live work and play and to
each other. E3YP helps offer unique professional development
and social engagement for YPs age 21-45. We are thrilled to
have this opportunity to partner with the Merrill Chamber and
connect our communities.” said Aaron Kapellusch, President/
CEO of the Wausau Region Chamber of Commerce.

Chamber Sponsors DREAM BIG: 2056 Scholarship Fundraiser
The first Hmong American Center,
Inc. DREAM BIG: 2056 scholarship
fundraiser event was held on April 9 at
the Jefferson Street Inn.
The scholarship supports Hmong
students in Marathon County on their
path to college. Four Hmong students
will receive this scholarship. These
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students plan to complete college
and then return to Marathon County
to live in and serve the community.
These scholarships are made possible
through the support of local businesses
and individuals. The Wausau Region
Chamber of Commerce was proud to
be a sponsor of this event.

Business Advocacy
Working to Inform - Educate - Advocate

Local Government

EDUCATE
& ENGAGE
SERIES

This 6-session program series will teach attendees about the basic
operations of our local governments, including policy governance,
running legal meetings, strategic planning best-practices,
financial basics and more!

Thursday, May 5 (first session) from 5:30 to 7:30 pm
Series sponsored by:

Chamber News

Young Entrepreneurs Receive More
Than $5,000 from Investor Panel
On March 22, a class of 13 young
entrepreneurs from the DC Everest Senior
High School received more than $5,000
at an exciting Investor Panel event. These
investments will help the students launch
the new businesses they have developed
over the last six months. This event was the
most recent activity undertaken to support
early entrepreneurship development in
the region and was part of a new regional
initiative called the Young Entrepreneurs
Academy (YEA!), which was brought to
the region last year through a partnership
between the Wausau Region Chamber of
Commerce and the DC Everest School
District.
Since September 2015, this class of high
school students has been working hard
to create a dozen new businesses – real
businesses they plan to continue running
after graduation to help them achieve goals
like funding college and becoming life-long
entrepreneurs. The students in the 20152016 YEA! class at DC Everest Senior
High presented their final business plans to
a panel of local business leaders in front of a
live public audience at the inaugural YEA!
Investor Panel event held at the Westwood
Conference Center in Wausau.
During the Investor Panel event, the YEA!
students pitched their business plans to a
panel of financial donors in front of a live
public audience. Their plans had been
developed over the last six months with
guidance from numerous business leaders
throughout the region. The students
intend to formally launch their businesses
to the public later this year; the money
received from the panel was intended

The 2016 YEA! Investor Panel held on
March 22 included presentations by the
students in the class on their businesses.
to assist them with meeting this goal.
Representatives from local companies
and business organizations determined
the amount of funds to allocate to each
business based upon the appeal and viability
of the students’ plans and presentations.
The students earned a combined total of
$5,500 at the event. Laney Hughes, a
sophomore at D.C. Everest Senior High
School, secured the largest investment
of $1000 at the Investor Panel to grow
her clothing company, Shallocat. Along
with receiving the largest investment, she
was also selected as a semifinalist for the
National Saunders Scholars competition.
In May, Hughes will travel to Rochester,
New York to compete against other
YEA! student businesses from around
the country. Hughes launched her new
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clothing line, Shallocat, on March 11,
2016. Her business plan involves creating
personalized clothing designs for her young
customers using an embroidery machine
and stenciling techniques.
Hughes was joined at the event by
classmates Tim Cornish, Derek Dallmann,
Quinten Eberhardy, Konnor Fierek, Isaac
Frieders, Alexis Jaeger, Caleb Koppa,
Lukas Lindner, Krupaa Patel, Logan Sparks,
Ethan Stroik and Ben Weller. Videos of
each of their presentations can be viewed
on the Chamber’s YouTube channel.
The investor panel was made up of Dick
Chartier of Northcentral Technical
College, Liz Gray of Culver’s, Rep. Bob
Kulp of the Wisconsin State Assembly and
Kulp’s of Stratford, Mark Meeks of M3
Insurance, Kristin Meliska of Greenheck
and Jim Warsaw of MCDEVCO, Inc.
The event was sponsored by CoVantage
Credit Union, Culver’s, Ghidorzi,
Greenheck, Hurckman Mechanical Inc.,
Kwik Trip, M3 Insurance, MCDEVCO,
Inc, Strasser & Yde SC, Sun Printing and
Wipfli LLC.
DC Everest and the Chamber have
committed to running this program
until at least 2018, but its long-term
success lies largely with our local business
community, whose engagement is critical.
Volunteers and financial supporters are
currently being sought to complete this
year’s activities and begin preparations to
launch the 2016-17 program. Contact the
Wausau Region Chamber of Commerce
to learn more about how you can support
these young entrepreneurs and future
business leaders.

CHAMBER PAK
Chamber Pak Inserts are a great way to promote your products/services and
encourage the concept of ‘Buy Local’ from other Chamber members.
This is a bimonthly opportunity that reaches over 1,400 members.

u Chamber Pak works for you
•
•
•
•
•

As a cost effective advertising tool.
Offering your business high visibility to Chamber members.
Reaching a business-to-business audience.
1,400 Paks are distributed monthly to a readership of over 5,000.
Increased exposure by limiting the number of advertisers.

u We make it easy
• We manage the postal regulations.
• We handle the mailing costs and stuff the envelopes.

u Policies:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Available to members only
Logo/name must be prominently featured
Content of insert must focus solely on member’s products/services or a charitable non-profit event
Content of insert must not be in direct competition with any products/services of the Wausau Region Chamber of Commerce
One insert equals an 8.5” x 11” sheet - maximum size
(bi-fold and tri-fold brochures accepted)
In order to be assured that your insert meets all our policies,
No bulk or standard mail stamps or mail permit number
participants must submit a copy to info@wausauchamber.com
1,400 copies of the insert must be delivered by insert due date
NEW
for pre-approval before printing. The Wausau Region Chamber
No political inserts
of Commerce has the right to refuse any insert not conforming
No billings, refunds or transfers
to our policies (pre-printed materials will not be reimbursed).
Payment must be received on or before the insert due date

u

u Member Investment (Any size insert up to 8.5” x 11”) u Issue
NEW IN 2015! Include one side of your Chamber Pak
insert in our Chamber Connection e-newsletter reaching
more than 7,000 members with the digital options below:
Print + Digital - Business: $299
Print Only - Business: $249
Print + Digital - Non-Profit: $199
Print Only - Non-Profit: $149

Mailing Date

Pre-Approval Inserts Due

Sept/Oct ................September 15, 2015 ...............September 4 ..................September 11
Nov/Dec.................November 17, 2015 ................November 6 ...................November 13
Jan/Feb ...................January 19, 2016 .....................January 8.........................January 15
March/April............March 15, 2016........................March 4...........................March 11
May/June................May 17, 2016............................May 6...............................May 13
July/Aug..................July 19, 2016 ............................July 8................................July 15

Please indicate which side of your insert
(if two-sided) you’d like to feature in
the Chamber Connection and supply the
desired url you’d like the ad to link to.

Inserts and payment must be delivered
to our office at 200 Washington St.,
Suite 120, Wausau no later than the
Friday before each mailing date.

Additional charges apply for over-sized inserts.
Inserts must fit in 8.5” x 11” envelope.

Register online at www.wausauchamber.com

n

Questions? 715-845-6231

Make Great Connections at the

Chamber
Golf Outing
Monday, June 27, 2016

Wausau Country Club, 11 am shotgun start, 18 holes
SPONSORED BY:

ALSO JOIN US FOR THE

Chamber Women’s
COMING IN
JULY!

Golf Outing

Make more connections!
10 am shotgun start, 9 holes

Visit wausauchamber.com for details and registration or call 715-848-5953

