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New year to be guided by four strategic themes
By David Eckmann, President/CEO

O

n behalf of the team
here at the Wausau
Region Chamber of
Commerce, I’d like to extend
our holiday greetings to you
and your organization. We
hope you have a wonderful
season of celebration with staff,
customers, family and friends!

networking and relationship building.
2. ADVOCATE: Ensure the voice of membership is
represented at the local, state and federal level.
3. TALENT DEVELOPMENT: Provide leadership to
ensure our community has skilled talent to support the
needs of our membership.

I’d like to extend sincere
appreciation for your continued support of the Wausau
Region Chamber of Commerce and our efforts to build a
stronger community by enhancing business success.
Over the past several months, we have engaged
membership at events, in one-on-one conversations and
through focus groups. It is through these interactions
that we are developing a better understanding of your
needs and how the chamber can and should better
serve you. As we near completion of the strategic plan,
members have indicated that our organization should
focus on four key strategic themes:
1. NETWORKING: Offer value-laden programs
and events which provide a venue for membership

4. CONVENE AND COLLABORATE: Lead and
bring together our membership and community
stakeholders to address opportunities and challenges.
In 2017, we will develop and offer you, our members, a
wide variety of programs and services that will enhance the
value of membership. The programs and service offerings
will be developed by working with you, our members.
To do the important work of building a strong community
on the foundation of strong businesses and free
enterprise, we greatly appreciate your continued support.
The Wausau Region Chamber of Commerce, your
chamber of commerce, stands at the ready to serve you.
I’ve recorded a special message for members here.
Should you have questions, please feel free to reach
out to me. My door is always open or I’m happy to
take your call.

www.wausauchamber.com

Chamber News

Young professionals group unveils new name
The Wausau Region Chamber of
Commerce unveiled new branding
for its young professionals group at a
Jingle & Mingle event held on Friday,
December 9. Formerly known as
E3YP, hype is a workforce development
initiative of the Chamber aimed at
attracting, retaining and meeting the
needs of young professionals (ages 21
to 45).
The group held a rebranding contest
earlier this year and hype was selected
by the group’s steering committee
as the winner from among dozens of
entries. Traci Wisz of the Wisconsin
Woodchucks submitted the winning
name and has received a $50 gift
certificate from the Chamber.
The purpose of hype is to connect
young professionals to each other,
the community and businesses; to
offer young professionals leadership
opportunities and development tools
to grow and to encourage young
professionals to work, play and stay

Andrew Shallow, right, of Associated Bank, Elizabeth Brodek Field, center, of Wausau River
District and Traci Wisz, left, of the Wisconsin Woodchucks unveil the new branding for
the Wausau Region Chamber of Commerce’s workforce development initiative for young
professionals.

in the Wausau region. hype offers
monthly events for its members,
ranging from professional development
and training programs to networking
opportunities. hype activities serve to
connect young professionals to the
community and provide them with
meaningful opportunities to interact

with others in their age group, as
well as with business and community
leaders.
For more information on hype
visit WausauChamber.com or
contact Renae Krings at rkrings@
wausauchamber.com or 715-8485942.

Chamber names membership development manager
The Wausau Region Chamber of
Commerce is pleased to announce
that Jim Gabower has been selected
as the Chamber’s new membership
development manager. Gabower began
in this role on December 5, 2016.
Gabower served most recently as a
senior associate with Transamerica
Financial Advisors and earlier enjoyed a
25-year career in pharmaceutical sales.
Gabower also served as an Ambassador
for the Chamber for three years.

“I’m excited to
join the Chamber
because of the
organization’s
new direction and
objectives. I look
forward to growing
our membership
Jim Gabower
and helping to
meet the needs of
our current members.” said Gabower.
Gabower grew up in Wausau and
graduated from UW-River Falls with
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degrees in biology and psychology.
“Adding Jim to our team makes us
a stronger organization. Jim brings a
wealth of knowledge of the community
and our business members. His business
knowledge, combined with his passion
for our organization, will serve our
membership well.” said Dave Eckmann,
President/CEO of the Chamber.
Gabower can answer membership
questions at 715-848-5951 or
jgabower@wausauchamber.com.

Chamber News

Coming up on
our calendar:
Dec. 14: Coffee Talk: New Higher Ed
Initiatives to Address the Talent
Crisis
Jan. 18: Women’s Leadership Conference
Jan. 20: Nothing But Networking
For more information or to register
for these programs and events, visit
wausauchamber.com.

Matt Spink, recruiting manager at Greenheck, shares the company’s story with a group
of students in the YEA! (Young Entrepreneurs Academy) program on Monday, November 21. Students learned about the steps of product development and also how two
entrepreneurial brothers turned a small idea into a big business in Schofield.

Wausau Region
Chamber of Commerce

LEADERSHIP
EXCELLENCE

Create Confidence
Create Change
Create Community

“I enrolled
with the hope
of building on my
leadership strengths.”

REBECCA J. FRISCH
Marathon County Conservation,
Planning, and Zoning Department
“The program provides
an opportunity to meet
a diversity of leaders
from the area,
which in turn inspires
all of us to take
up a cause, work
together and
become true
community
leaders.”

www.wausauchamber.com

Help us welcome
the newest
Chamber member!
Support the regional economy - do
business with members.
Allister Deacon’s LLC

Credible,
Confident
and E ffective
Leadership
No matter where you are in
your own personal leadership
journey, there’s something
valuable and practical for you to
learn in Leadership Excellence.
For more information on the
program or to register, visit
wausauchamber.com and click
the Leadership Excellence link
or call 715-845-6231.

Chamber News

The Branch held a Demo Day on Friday, December 9, 2016. The program’s fall cohort presented their solution to a problem posed by
Church Mutual Insurance Company.
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Member News
The focus of this year’s Hunger and Homelessness Summit
was ‘Rural Revival.’ Business leaders from around the
state were invited to explore solutions for communities
and the government and to work together to address
the challenges of rural poverty and homelessness. The
event was held at the Central Wisconsin Convention +
Expo Center in Rothschild beginning on December 12.
The event was organized by Congressman Sean Duffy of
Wisconsin’s 7th District.
The City of Wausau Parks Department is in need of live
donated Christmas trees to decorate the city this holiday
season. We typically need four trees that are placed at
City Hall, the Courthouse and various other key points
within the city. Trees need to have access with large
equipment relatively close to a driveway, alley or street.
Trees need to be in the 20-foot range or larger. If you
have a nice tree and are willing to donate it, please contact
the Parks Department at 715-261-1550 and leave your
name, address and phone number. Someone will return
your call as soon as possible.
The following local EXIT Realty agents
were recently honored by EXIT Realty
Corp. International: Lana Mohs,
franchisee and Nichole Guenthner,
sales representative with EXIT Greater
Realty in Wausau were honored with
the Bronze Award. The award was
given in recognition of closing 25-plus
Lana Mohs
real estate transaction sides during the
year. “It takes hard work, tenacity and
a willingness to grow and change with
the market to earn an EXIT award.
Our awards criteria are among the
toughest in the industry and our award
recipients represent EXIT’s finest real
estate professionals from coast to
coast,” said Tami Bonnell, CEO, EXIT
Nichole Guenthner Realty Corp. International. “EXIT
Realty is experiencing phenomenal
growth across the continent and we’re proud that these
dedicated professionals are a part of it,” said Steve Morris,
founder and Chairman of EXIT Realty Corp. International.

Footlocker.com/Eastbay and ASICS teamed up to collect
nearly 100 pairs of new and gently used shoes for Jim
Nick’s Help the Kids Fund for homeless kids in Marathon
County. Darcey Westcott, vendor marketing manager
for Footlocker.com/Eastbay will be presenting the
donation to Jim Nick on December 14 at the Footlocker.
com/Eastbay Corporate Office located at 111 S 1st Ave.,
Wausau. The shoes will be distributed to students in the
Wausau and DC Everest Area School Districts. When
asked why ASICS wanted to participate in the shoe drive,
Corey Swan, key account manager for ASICS, stated,
“ASICS stands for ‘Sound Mind, Sound Body’. Helping
kids in area schools have the best chance at learning is
the perfect portrayal of this statement. Partnering with
Footlocker.com/Eastbay to organize the drive emphasizes
the true spirit of community here in Wausau.”

www.wausauchamber.com

2017

Women’s
Leadership
Conference

Authentic Leadership
for Professional Women
Wednesday, January 18
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

FEATURED SPEAKERS
THERESA ROSE: This TEDx
presenter will offer tools to boost your mojo
and remove factors that drain your energy.
KRISTEN BROWN: This best-selling
author will teach you about the dynamics
of stress and how to better manage it.
JAMI KAISER & ERIKA
VAN DE YACHT: This pair
of local presenters will share
tips on how to develop your
emotional intelligence.

Stoney Creek Hotel and Conference Center
1100 Imperial Avenue, Rothschild

Looking for inspiration, encouragement and personal
and professional development? This conference offers
a great opportunity for women of all ages and at any
career level to develop skills that will carry on through
both work and personal lives.

AGENDA

8:30 am
9:15 am
10:30 am
Noon
1 pm
2:30 pm

Check-in and Networking
Leading from Heart to Finish
The Happy Hour Effect
Lunch and Networking
Finding Your Mojo
Closing Remarks

COST: Member $35, Prospective Member $50

Register at WausauChamber.com
Presenting
sponsor:
Silver sponsor:
Bronze sponsor:

Member News
Greenheck has partnered with the Wausau School District
to promote careers in manufacturing in the central
Wisconsin region. A recent study by the Central Wisconsin
Metal Manufacturers Alliance found that by 2017, more
than 1,600 jobs would need to be filled due to retirements
and company expansions. To answer this issue, Greenheck
employees have teamed up with the Wausau School District
to create a Career Exploration Event for high school
juniors and seniors. The event, to be held on December
14, will bus students in for a half-day interactive tour of
Greenheck. “This is an opportunity for students to explore
the world of manufacturing and consider a career path they
perhaps had not previously considered,” said Tyler Utecht,
product manager at Greenheck. “Through this event, we
will expose them to the different careers it takes to run a
manufacturing company, including: accounting, marketing,
business, programming, engineering, and finance.” In 2015,
the Wausau School District announced its plan to develop
high school manufacturing programs that are high-precision
manufacturing learning labs designed to provide students
with relevant, real-world experience in high-tech careers
in manufacturing and engineering. “This event will provide
students with the ability to immediately apply new skills and
knowledge gained from those in the manufacturing industry
to their classwork in our school’s new manufacturing lab,”
said Joe Kelter, director of counseling for Wausau West
High School. “Many in the manufacturing space know how
rewarding and exciting these careers can be. Manufacturing
companies, like Greenheck, not only focus on operational
excellence, but are focused on innovating for the future,”
said Floyd Carlson, director of learning and organizational
development at Greenheck. “This event will showcase how
manufacturing careers require a vast array of skills that,
when applied, can transform the way we do business making
Central Wisconsin more competitive in the marketplace and
thus create more jobs.” For more information, contact Tyler
Utecht at Tyler.Utecht@greenheck.com or 715-355-2201.
INSIDE Public Accounting recently recognized MBE CPAs
as a 2016 Fastest Growing Firm by region. INSIDE Public
Accounting ranks fastest-growing firms by organic growth,
defined as growth in net revenues over the previous year
excluding mergers and acquisitions. MBE has seven branch
offices in Wisconsin include: Baraboo, Dells-Delton, Mauston,
Reedsburg, Sun Prairie, Tomah and Wausau.

The Marathon County Historical Society will present ‘Vintage
Toy Sewing Machines and Their History’ as its next History
Speaks topic at 2 p.m. on Saturday, January 14 at the Woodson
History Center located at 410 McIndoe St. in Wausau. Mary
Wilke of Sew Smart Creative Sewing Center in Rib Mountain
will be the presenter. Using visuals from her extensive
collection, Wilke will discuss the development of toy sewing
machines, their popularity and the joys and pitfalls of collecting
them. There is no admission fee and registration is not required.
Donations are appreciated. Free exhibit halls are also open,
including ‘Our Stories: The History of Marathon County’
featuromg reminiscences of how people arrived in this area and
how they worked and played and ‘Pieces of the Past: Quilts Tell
a Story’ which features 15 antique quilts with local ties.
The Marathon County Public Library-Mosinee Branch and the
Marathon County Historical Society present ‘History Speaks:
Polio, Scourge of the 1950s and Beyond,’ at 6 p.m. on Monday,
January 9 at the Mosinee Branch library. Rick Lohr, a retired
history teacher and world traveler, will tell the personal story of
his sister’s illness, and will trace the history of polio in Marathon
County and vaccines against the disease, and include stories
from an immunization trip to India in 2004. This presentation
is one in the regular History Speaks series offered through the
Marathon County Historical Society. Admission is free and no
registration is required. For more information, please call the
Historical Society at 715-842-5750 or the Mosinee Branch at
715-693-2144.
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GIVE PEOPLE
WHAT THEY
Celebrate your holiday
or special occasion and
support local businesses
at the same time! Details at
wausauchamber.com

Really Want
Holidays
FOR
THE

Pre-order your
gift certificates
by calling the
Chamber at
715-845-6231
200 Washington Street, Suite 120, Wausau

715-845-6231

To ensure your gift certificates are
ready in time for the holidays, please
place orders by Friday, December 9.

Log into your Member Information Center (MIC) on WausauChamber.com
and add a Hot Deal or two to your account. Look for the Hot Deals link under
your account’s shortcuts.
We’ve already collected some great offers from these members:

Don’t miss this free opportunity to bring in business!
If you need help accessing your MIC, please let us know!
Contact 715-845-6231 or info@wausauchamber.com

Member News
The March of Dimes is looking for leaders from the Wausau
community to join their committees and leadership groups.
Also, if you have any gently used items at your house
you are looking to find a home for or any businesses that
are looking to get rid of past promotional items, office
supplies, etc., the March of Dimes will gladly take them
off your hands. Please contact Tammy DeJardin for more
information at tdejardin@marchofdimes.org or 920-2783129.
Jason
Christopherson,
M.S.,
environmental and safety consultant, of
REI Engineering Inc recently attended
‘Environmental Compliance & Safety
Overview’ presented by the Federation
of Environmental Technologists, Inc.
The full-day seminar included different
aspects of environmental compliance
Jason Christopherson including
waste
management,
tanks, spill prevention control and
countermeasure, air management,
and stormwater and wastewater
permits. In addition, the seminar
provided an overview of OSHA and
DOT hazardous materials compliance.
Jed Kosch, environmental scientist
recently attended ‘Waste Site Worker
Jed Kosch
40-Hour’ presented by Lakeshore
Technical College to earn his Hazardous
Waste Operations and Emergency Response 40-Hour
certification. This seminar presented the procedures and
information necessary for working safely at uncontrolled
hazardous waste sites. Emphasis was placed on practical,
hands-on experiences as well as realistic simulations.

Nathanael Popp

SC Swiderski LLC has promoted
Nathanael Popp to maintenance
department manager.
With this
promotion, Nathanael will oversee the
maintenance technicians and facilitate
regular maintenance and service calls
for all properties. Popp joined the
company in April and brought 15 years
of construction and management
experience. He attained his associate

degree from NTC and holds an undergraduate degree
in industrial management from UW-Stout. Popp said,
“It is an honor to be a part of the hardworking working,
passionate, knowledgeable, maintenance team. I look
forward to the new challenges that will arise as we all grow
together.”

UAS Labs, a leading provider of innovative probiotic
solutions and proud manufacturer of UP4 Probiotics, is
giving back to the community. For the second year in a
row, UAS Labs is a silver level sponsor of the Crohn’s and
Colitis Foundation of America’s Take Steps walks. This
sponsorship will help further CCFA’s cause of finding cures
for Crohn’s Disease and ulcerative colitis,while improving
the quality of life of children and adults affected by these
diseases. In addition to this sponsorship, over $900 was
raised by UAS Labs employees. “We are very pleased to
receive such strong support from UAS Labs. We appreciate
their support of those impacted by Crohn’s Disease and
ulcerative colitis. They have been very supportive of the
IBD community,” stated CCFA Area Executive Director,
Mark Langan. “We are proud of the culture we are creating
here at UAS Labs where personal and corporate giving is
encouraged at every level,” said VP of Sales and Marketing,
Ken Seguine.
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SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR

BECOME A VOLUNTEER

MENTOR
SIGN UP AS A PROGRAM

SPONSOR
OR MAKE A DONATION
The Branch will provide participating businesses with the opportunity
to retain the brightest collegiate students in Central Wisconsin,
through the completion of corporate innovation projects.
If you are ready to get involved with The Branch,
contact Brian Otten at botten@wausauchamber.com or visit TheBranchWI.com

Member News
Local nonprofit groups received over $15,000 this year from
Wausau Events Inc. Eight different organizations received funds
for being partners with the fellow nonprofit. Those organizations
included Blessings in a Backpack, Habitat for Humanity,
Southeast Side Neighborhood Airport Park, the Center for the
Visual Arts, three Boy Scout troops and the Wausau Children’s
Museum. Each organization has partnered with Wausau Events
in the 2016 year and has made a significant impact on the
events Wausau Events administers. “We are forever grateful
for the organizations’ willingness to participate in our events.
Whether it be picking up trash to working the soda stand to
providing free activities for event goers, the nonprofit groups
are always willing to lend a hand to help us create the best
events for the community. This is a ‘thank you’ from Wausau
Events to the organizations for their contributions this year,”
stated Lindsey Lewitzke, Executive Director of Wausau Events.
Wausau Events also hosted various drives for local organizations
at events. Concerts on the Square had a food drive for Blessings
in a Backpack, Share Your Holidays drive, and the Firefighter’s
MDA drive while Harvest Fest held a food drive for the
Neighbor’s Place. The Wausau Holiday Parade ‘best of’ float

winners each designated their $100 prize awarded by Wausau
Events toward a charity of their choice. Basic Dog designated to
New Life Pet Adoption Center, Rod’s Towing to Paws Enforcing
Laws and Handcrafted Furniture towards Stable Hands Equine
Therapy Center. The $15,000 distributed to the organizations
is the largest sum Wausau Events has given out in a single year.
If your nonprofit is interested in being a partner, contact the
Wausau Events office at 715-297-9531 or visit their website.
Wausau School District parent Julie
Kobin is one of 20 members serving
on the State Superintendent’s Parent
Advisory Council this school year.
The mission of the Parent Advisory
Council is to: foster communication and
engagement of parents and community
members on helping schools to close
Julie Kobin
student achievement gaps in Wisconsin,
share information on positive programs
and resources to increase student achievement and provide a
parent voice to the Department of Public Instruction.

ICYMI:

(In Case You Missed It)
Scherrer Construction Co Inc and Midwestern Risk
Advisors hosted a Business PM, above, on Thursday,
December 1, 2016.
Have you seen the Chamber’s holiday greeting, left, on
WAOW this month? If you haven’t caught this segment on live television, you can watch it on our YouTube
channel.
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