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It’s Time to Make Your Nominations
By Aaron Kapellusch, President/CEO

I

t’s hard to believe that our
next Small Business Week
is only about four months
away. Small Business Week
in April is an annual highlight
for the Chamber and our
members. Small Business
Week will be held from April
18 through 22 and include a
Legislators’ Forum, Business
EXPO, EXPO Business PM
and more. The week will include an honor for three
businesses as the 2016 Small Businesses of the Year will
be named.
We are still accepting 2016 Small Business of the Year
nominations for a limited time. If you haven’t submitted
the name of your business or a business you think is
deserving of the honor, please complete this form as soon
as possible.
Those nominated will be separated into three categories:
Business-to-Business: The majority of a nominee’s

clientele are other businesses and have 1-100 employees
Business-to-Consumer: The majority of a nominee’s
sales come from the general public and have 1-100
employees
Charitable Non-Profit: The nominee must be a 501(c)3
and have 1-100 employees
For a list of past winners and more information on the
Small Business of the Year awards, click here.
Also related to Small Business Week, booth spaces
at our Business EXPO are filling up with reservations
made daily. If you haven’t reserved your booth space at
the EXPO yet, please don’t wait. We expect another
capacity event this year and the spaces are being claimed
quickly. To reserve your space, click here.
We’re looking forward to another great year in 2016 and
Small Business Week will be a significant piece of our
annual puzzle. Please don’t hesitate to contact myself
or our staff at the Chamber with questions about your
membership or our events and programs.
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Opt in, out of gift certificate program in Member Profile
Members are encouraged to follow several simple steps to manage their
participation in our gift certificate program.
Visit WausauChamber.com and log into the Member Information Center:

Click the Company and then Categories menu on the left to click on or
off the ‘Accepts Chamber Gift Certificates’ option.

While you are on this page, take a few
minutes to manage information about your
business or organization.
Under the Company tab you’ll find links
that will allow you to update your address
and website information, employee
information, add your logo, links to social
media accounts and a map to your listing or
download a Membership Badge to place on
your site.
If you have
problems or
questions
ONLINE:
regarding
your
account,
e-mail
Sharon
Baumann
or call 715845-6231.

View
Chamber
Member
News

On View through
February 21, 2016
Franklin & 12th St. / Wausau, WI 54403
715.845.7010 / www.lywam.org
Follow Us
Weekly blog Woodson Wanderings

Tuesday - Friday
9 am - 4 pm
First Thursday of each month
9 am - 7:30 pm
Saturday - Sunday
Noon - 5 pm
Closed Monday and holidays, including Christmas Eve,
Christmas Day, and New Year’s Day

Always FREE Admission

Learn more about

American Impressionism: The Lure of the Artists’ Colony was organized by the Reading Public Museum, Reading, Pennsylvania.

Chamber News

Coming up on our calendar:
Dec. 21: Business Break:
Congressman Duffy Eat-n-Greet

Jan. 12: Technology Tuesday: Microsoft Azure
Jan. 13: E3YP Fun & Family: Dale’s Weston Lanes
Jan. 19: Supply Chain Diversification Workshop
Jan. 20: Women’s Leadership Conference
Watch Pack Attack on Tuesday, Dec. 29.

On the Air:

Chamber sponsors Pack Attack
episode, holiday greeting
The Chamber will enter your living room this month
through a pair of television projects.
The Chamber is the sponsor of the Monday, Dec.
28 installment of Pack Attack at Dale’s Weston
Lanes. Pack Attack is produced by WAOW and
the episode will air on Tuesday, Dec. 29 at 6:30
p.m.
We’re giving away three pairs of seats at the preshow meet-and-greet with a Packer player through
a contest on Facebook. The week 16 player has not
been named. The contest is only open to Chamber
members and ends on Monday, January 21.
Also broadcasting this month, the Chamber wishes
everyone in the region a ‘Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!’ in an ad airing on WSAW Newschannel 7. To view the spot, click here.

2016 Business PM Speed Pass: Save time and money
when you select this package for our networking events.
For more information or to register for these programs
and events, visit wausauchamber.com.

Help us Welcome the
Newest Chamber Members!
Support the regional economy do business with members.
Astia Health

Peoplelink Staffing Solutions

CWCODE LLC

Planet Fitness Rothschild

FASTSIGNS - Wausau
First Bank Financial Centre Rothschild

Sark Investments
Wausau Area Builders

Glenn’s Ginseng Sales LLC

Association

Monk Botanical Gardens

Wausau Manor

Holiday Hours:

Our office will be closed for Christmas beginning
at 11:30 a.m. on Thursday, December 24, re-opening
at 7:30 a.m. on Monday, December 28.

Our staff wishing you a Merry Christmas.

We’ll operate during regular hours on Thursday,
December 31 with the office closed for New Year’s Day
on Friday, January 1, re-opening at 7:30 a.m.
on Monday, January 4.
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Ellis Construction project superintendent Ron Wierzba
is celebrating 35 years with the company. Wierzba
started working with Ellis as a carpenter’s apprentice
and began running small jobs three years later. Since
then, Wierzba has been the superintendent on over
100 projects. He has supervised new construction and
renovations including the Westfield
High School, Wittenberg Elementary
School, University Point Student
Housing in Stevens Point, Wisconsin
Interscholastic Athletic Association
in Stevens Point, Stevens Point Area
YMCA, the Fox Valley Technical
College Regional Training Center
in Waupaca, and many remodels
Ron Wierzba
of UWSP. Currently, he is working
on the Saint Michael’s Hospital addition and expansion
project in Stevens Point. Wierzba is a Portage County
native that grew up working on the family’s farm. Wierzba
served in the Army Reserves, an experience that helped
to develop his leadership abilities. Wierzba is a second
generation Ellis Construction employee. His father, Mike
Wierzba, worked for Ellis Construction for over 25 years
and was the superintendent that built SPASH. Looking
back at his career, Wierzba said the biggest changes
he has seen in the construction industry is the use of
technology. Lasers are now the standard for measuring
and leveling; gone are landlines and pagers with smart
phones being the norm, and drawings are now available
online as soon as changes are made rather than waiting
days for updated drawings to be printed and distributed.
Featherstone Cabinetry and Design
is pleased to announce that Sara
Gast has joined their sales team
as a designer. Based out of their
Rothschild location, she will be
collaborating with customers and
designing custom cabinetry to suit
their unique needs for kitchens, bath
Sara Gast
vanities, family room entertainment
units, professional work spaces, and
more. Sara was previously employed in agency sales and
marketing at American Family Insurance.

First Bank Financial Centre has
opened a new mortgage loan office
at 411 Grand Avenue in Rothschild.
The new office is supported by Julie
Rajek, senior mortgage lender and
Connie Frieders, mortgage lender.
Rajek has been in the real estate
and lending industries for seventeen
Julie Rajek
years, helping homebuyers realize
their dream of homeownership
and obtain the best financing
available. Serving all of Wisconsin,
she specializes in USDA Rural
Development, VA, FHA, and
conventional financing. Frieders
has been in the financial industry
for 25 years, providing financing
Connie Frieders
to many eager homebuyers and
home builders. Her knowledge
and experience with construction loans, in addition to
the other products offered by FBFC, helps her buyers
make informed decisions. “We are excited to expand
our presence in the Rothschild/Wausau area, providing
excellent service to our customers, the community and
our local partners,” said Mark W. Mohr, President and
CEO of FBFC.
Rasmussen College welcomed Stephanie Daniels,
Career Services Advisor, to its Wausau campus. Daniels
graduated from MATC- Madison with an associate
degree in applied sciences in 2005, and obtained a
second associate degree in nursing from Northcentral
Technical College in 2010. Daniels is the co-founder
and vice president of the non-profit Colossal Fossils
Inc. founded in 2011, with her husband David. She
has five years of experience as a full-time instructor at
Globe University and was promoted to program chair
of the Veterinary Technology department in 2013. She
has been certified as a veterinary technician for over
10 years, volunteers for the Good News Project, and
is active in Eastside Parish Women’s group. In her
spare time Daniels spends time with her husband, two
children, dog, and tortoise. She also enjoys photography
and playing volleyball.
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Complete Office of Wisconsin, Germantown,
acquired Hadley Office Products early this
month. Complete Office of Wisconsin also has
locations in Germantown, Madison, Appleton,
Stevens Point, La Crosse and Sheboygan. “This
acquisition and newly combined organization is
another step towards our goal of furthering our
distribution capabilities throughout Wisconsin.
We believe there is a real market need for
a company offering high touch, customized
service at competitive prices to customers in all
market segments.” said Ron Beam, CEO and
co-owner of Complete Office of Wisconsin.
Mark and Deb Hadley, owners of Hadley
Office Products, added, “Complete Office of
Wisconsin was the best fit for our employees
and customers as they have the same
commitment to quality service, competitive
pricing and the value of the knowledgeable
and professional staff. In fact, our son Mark C.
Hadley will continue to Complete Office in a
sales capacity. We feel he is set up for a very
successful career at Complete Sales. Finally,
both Deb and I thank our loyal customers for 51
years of business support.”

A pair of Customer Service Training sessions were presented by
David K. Aaker on December 3, 2015. The program was held at
the Westwood Conference Center and sponsored by AbbyBank,
LandArt Companies Inc and the Jefferson Street Inn.
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Office Enterprises,
Inc. (OEI), has
rebranded with a
new logo. The wavy
lines reminiscent of
a postage meter impression inspired the original logo and served
OEI well through 32 years of growth and change. However, as
OEI continues to grow and expand it’s offerings, the time was
right to update the look and feel to better represent who OEI
is today.
Scott Stefan has joined Office Enterprises, Inc as VP of
Operations. Scott’s experience across many different industries
will help OEI to continue it’s aggressive and successful growth
strategy and initiatives.
Omni Glass & Paint, Inc. is pleased to announce the promotion
of Chris Komoroski to paint superintendent for the Wausau
region. Komoroski has been with Omni Glass & Paint for
seven years, performing exceptionally well as a commercial/
industrial painter. During his time with Omni, he has been able
to increase his knowledge of the job and achieve the status of
journeyman painter. Komoroski will now be focused on the
coordination of project site work activities, supervision of onsite work teams, managing the completion of daily activities on

jobsites in accordance with the project plan, schedule and the
company’s policies and practices while maintaining a high level
of quality for the company.
Wausau School District students, parents, teachers,
administrators, School Board members, and project partners
(Bray Architects, MT3 Group, Nexus Solutions) broke ground
on six school projects on November 23. Groundbreaking
ceremonies were held at G.D. Jones Elementary School,
Thomas Jefferson Elementary School, Riverview Elementary
School, Hawthorn Hills Elementary School, Wausau West
High School, and Wausau East High School. The District was
thrilled that Chamber President/CEO Aaron Kapellusch, along
with Chamber members Jim Waldron from Wausau Window &
Wall Systems and Kent Olson from Olson Tire & Auto Service,
participated in the high school groundbreaking ceremonies. In
April, Wausau School District voters supported the District’s
$29,565,000 facilities referendum question which includes
building 4K learning academies at four elementary schools;
building ten additional classrooms to address elementary
capacity; adding and renovating career and technical education
spaces in areas of growing demand at the high schools; and
addressing District-wide maintenance/facility needs. For more
information on the referendum projects, click here. The six
projects will be completed in August 2016.

The winter season should
be joyful, right?
But for some of us, it brings about concerns for another season of going
out in wintery conditions, possible falls, and handling snow removal.
We can help you sort through your options and keep you or your family
member safe this winter and get you back to celebrating the joy in the
winter season!

Start with Stoney River. Give us a call at 715-298-3833
or StoneyRiverWeston.com
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Forensic Science seminar
students at Wausau School
District’s Enrich, Excel,
Achieve Learning Academy
wrote a proposal and received
a $1,000 Innovative Educator
Grant through Wisconsin
Public Service Foundation to
fund their ‘Realities of Forensic Science’ project. The project
focuses on science, technology, engineering, and math skills.
Students and teachers, Mr. Thao and Ms. Lukens, are pictured
holding the grant acceptance letter and the $1,000 check.
Wisconsin Business Development held the 5th Annual Friends
of Small Business Luncheon in Madison on October 22 and
Crystal Finishing Systems was honored as the Small Business
of the Year. Also recognized at the event were Sarah Napgezek
and Mike Collins of River Valley Bank. The pair was among the
inaugural class of ten Elite Lending Partners.

GIVE PEOPLE
WHAT THEY
Pre-order your gift certificates
by calling the Chamber
at 715-845-6231.

WoodTrust Bank is pleased to announce that Marc Kettleson,
AFIM, Assistant Vice President – Investments, has graduated
from the Cannon Financial Institute as an honor graduate.
Kettleson was awarded his Accredited Fiduciary Investment
Management certification through Cannon and the Center of
Fiduciary Studies at Boston University. To become an Honor
Graduate, a student must score 90% or higher on all course
level exams and successfully pass the final certification exam.

We Want to Hear from You!
Please submit your stories and photos to Brian Otten
at botten@wausauchamber.com.
Use of the stories will be at the discretion of the WRCC and may be shortened
to fit the appropriate platform. Only stories from members in good standing
with the WRCC will be used. The information you submit may be used in the
Chamber marketing materials, The Business News and on social media.
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in time for the holidays, please place
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New Diplomat group to assist members
By Craig Bernstein, Membership Development Director

As the end of another calendar
year comes to a close, I have spent
some time reflecting on some of
the changes that I have undergone
over the past year.
When I accepted the Membership
Development Director position in
February, I knew that I would be
exposed to hundreds of businesses
throughout the Wausau Region.
What I did not realize was that this
interaction would introduce me to
hundreds of incredible and talented people that make up the
business community in our region. From small business owners
to CEOs of large corporations to those working in non-profit
organizations to our Chamber volunteers, it is amazing to see all
of the hard work and dedication found in these individuals and
organizations.
As your Membership Development Director, I want to ensure
that we are meeting your needs. This desire is the motivation
behind our new group of volunteers, the Chamber Diplomats.
These dedicated individuals are willing to volunteer their time

to come to your offices, shops, and factories to ensure that
you are aware of your Chamber benefits, are trained to utilize
the member information center on the Chamber website, and
inform you of upcoming chamber programs and events. These
Diplomats will also help you find new ways for you to get more
involved with the Chamber.
The Chamber wants to celebrate your successes and recognize
those who deserve it. Therefore, beginning in January’s
Chamber Connection edition, you will find a Diplomat of
the Month feature. The Diplomat of the Month will receive a
$50 Chamber gift certificate, as well as recognition for their
accomplishments and exposure for their business.
If you would like a visit by one of our Diplomats or are interested
in becoming a Diplomat, please contact me at cbernstein@
wausauchamber.com or 715-8485951.
Or, if you prefer a group-learning platform, please sign up for
a Chamber ROI class. The next session will be held on January
28 at 3:30 p.m. at the Chamber Office. This interactive class
will inform you of all of the opportunities available with your
membership and make sure you are benefiting from the return
on your Chamber investment.
Have a safe and happy Holiday Season!

Business PM

Premier Sports Academy held a Business PM on
Dec. 10. Attendees enjoyed virtual golf, batting
cages, food by Basil and beverages from Fabiano
Brothers. More photos from the event can be
viewed here.
Save time and money at these monthly
networking events by purchasing a Speed Pass
package for all Business PMs from January to
August 2016 (11 total). This includes the huge
EXPO Business PM in April!
For more information, visit wausauchamber.com.

www.wausauchamber.com

SUPPLY CHAIN DIVERSIFICATION
WORKSHOP
Tuesday January 19, 2016

Hosted at

8:30 am – 12:30 pm
Information & Ideas. Logistics & Relationships.
The powerful mix that drives supply chain excellence.
Supply chain management is key to your organization’s competitiveness.

During this session we will present fundamental ideas from business leaders
of how thinking innovatively about your products and capabilities will help
point your business into new markets and growth opportunities.

Panel: How connections are made to existing Industry
Keeping It Local

Gamber-Johnson

Existing Product

Nicolet Plastics, Inc.

New Relationship

The Worth Company

New Supply

All Metal Stamping, Inc.

New Relationship

Linetec

New Business Location

Southern Stretch Forming

New Relationship

Retain
Grow
Attract

Northcentral
Technical College
Auditorium in the
Center for Health Sciences
Agenda:
8:15
Check In & Light Breakfast
8:30
Welcome, Dr Weyers
Introduction of Topic &
Regional Partnerships,
Peggy Sullivan
Regional Statistics &
Gaps, Coleman Peiffer
9:00
Business Panel & Discussion
10:15
Supply Chain Management
Presentation, Chuck Nemer

This event is targeted at Wisconsin manufacturing companies and other industries
who are looking to diversify their product line and customer base.

11:00
Introduction to New North
Supply Chain Marketplace

Please Join Us!

11:30 Tools & Resources
Q&A

EVENT IS FREE BUT REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Presented in partnership with:

12:15 Closing Remarks &
Next Steps

REGISTER HERE
RSVP BY
January 11, 2016

Ribbon Cuttings

Members held ribbon cutting ceremonies over the last few weeks.
Clockwise from the top left: Linetec in Wausau on Dec. 4; Marshfield Clinic in Wausau on
Dec. 8; Premier Sports Academy in Weston on Dec. 11; JSD Professional Services Inc in
Weston on Dec. 14 and Anytime Fitness in Weston on Dec. 17.
To view more photos and video from ribbon cuttings and other Chamber events, ‘like’ our
Facebook page and follow our Twitter account.

Members invited
to post Mashup
and #TBT photos

ONLINE:

View Recent
Ribbon
Cuttings and
Groundbreakings

Our Facebook page and Twitter account include regular features.
For our Member Mashup feature, post photos related to collaboration between members. For #TBT (Throwback Thursday) we want to
share vintage photos of your business. Post these photos to our social
media accounts or email them to botten@wausauchamber.com.
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2016

Women’s
Leadership
Conference

Authentic Leadership
for Professional Women
Wednesday, January 20
7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Looking for inspiration, encouragement and personal
and professional development? This conference offers
a great opportunity for women of all ages and at any
career level to develop skills that will carry on through
both work and personal lives.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Robin Getman will present ‘Take This Job
and Love It!’

Other speakers:

Sue Finco and Deb Marshall

AGENDA

7:30 am
8:15 am
9:45 am
10 am
11 am
11:15 am
12:30 pm
12:45 pm

Check-in
Opening Keynote
Break
Educational Sessions
Break
Educational Sessions
Lunch
Lunch Panel and Networking

Stoney Creek Hotel and Convention Center
1100 Imperial Avenue, Rothschild

Member

$65 Early Registration through December 22
$75 Standard Registration
Prospective Member $85

Register at WausauChamber.com
Presenting Sponsor:

Member News
Cellcom: Limit blue light exposure at end of day
Blue light is emitted from many sources, including the
sun, light bulbs, TVs, computers, tablets and smartphones.
There’s some evidence that blue light can impact the
quantity and quality of sleep and cause. Darkness is a
natural cue to our bodies that it’s time for sleep, but light
exposure from various screens after the sun has gone down
can delay sleep. Excessive blue light exposure can lead to
melatonin deficit and disruption of circadian rhythms
which can mean less sleep and poorer quality sleep.
Experts in the sleep field recommend the following:
• Be mindful of blue light exposure at the end of the day.
• Proximity is an important factor with night time exposure.
Considering utilizing screens that are farther away closer
to bed time.
• Use your devices less in the evening. Some studies show
that effect on melatonin doesn’t begin until more than an

hour of exposure.
• Consider staying away from devices before sleeping.
Recommended time varies from 30 minutes to three
hours.
• Impact on sleep, overall, is about more than just the
blue light exposure. If you’re having trouble sleeping, try
modifying your lighting and device use, but consider other
factors that may be impacting your sleep.
There are additional options for decreasing exposure to
blue light in the evening. Turning the brightness setting
down on laptops, tablets and phones can help. Many
phones and tablets have an auto-brightness feature to
automatically dim the screen when it is dark or in low light.
Consider using an application that warms your screen
colors depending on the time of day or a screen protector
that filters blue light. Cellcom offers protective filters for
some of its devices.

ICYMI:

(In Case You Missed It)
E3YP hosted an Elevating Your Future: Stress
Management and Wellness program for young
professionals on December 9.
Also this month, our E3YP initiative partnered with United
Way of Marathon County’s Emerging Leaders group to
offer young professionals a Jingle & Mingle event featuring
dueling pianos at the Great Dane Pub and Brewing Co. on
Friday, December 11.
For more
information
on E3YP
visit:
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