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2019 will be a year of transformation
By David Eckmann, President/CEO
s we push through
January and head to
February, the days
grow longer, and the sun gets
stronger. Before we know it,
the winter season will transform
into spring. However, being
Wisconsinites, we know that the
snow knows most every season in
Wisconsin, especially spring.

A

Additional program changes are in store at the Chamber in
2019.

Like seasonal transformations, communities and organizations also engage in transformative events. To be clear,
transformation is defined as ‘a thorough or dramatic change
in form or appearance.’ In 2019, the State of Wisconsin political environment will begin a transformation as Governor
Tony Evers administration takes the reigns of the Executive office at the capitol. This month, Wisconsin entered a
period of divided government, something we have not seen
in nearly a decade.
Aligning to the political transformation at the state level,
our Wausau region’s economic development planning
will certainly include public policy initiatives in which the
Wausau Region Chamber of Commerce will have to work
with both sides of the aisle in Madison as well as local policy
makers and politicians to advocate for and shape the future
economic well-being of our state and community, respectively. There will be much more to come on this at the very
dynamic Economic Outlook program schedule for the
morning of March 14.

If you were not aware, last year, Ray Mickevicius, let us
know that this would be his final year of providing quality leadership knowledge in the Leadership Excellence
program. Leadership Excellence has been a staple of the
Chamber since 2004 – where nearly 500 people have
made their way through the program. Speaking from personal experience in his class, I can attest that Ray helped to
transform my being in many ways, for which I will always be
grateful to him. I am a better person, husband, father and
leader because of Ray.
As Leadership Excellence comes to a close, the Chamber
has worked closely with a local professional to transition to a
new and different approach to leadership development.
In September, Bridget Wenman, of Perspectives Training
and Consulting, will usher in a new era of leadership development with Transformational Leadership, a program
designed specifically for the Chamber. The program was
shaped through engagement of and input from members
and business leaders in central Wisconsin. We are very
fortunate to have Bridget in our community. Bridget brings
more than 20 years of leadership training experience working with small, medium and large companies throughout
Wisconsin.
For detailed information on Transformational Leadership
program, please visit the Wausau Region Chamber of
Commerce website.

www.wausauchamber.com

Gain Valuable Skills & Build Stronger Teams

Workplace Certificate Programs
Offered
locally at
UW-Stevens Point
at Wausau

Supervisory Management Certificate

April 5–June 14, 2019
$1,350
The Supervisory Management Certificate program is a sixday series designed to give current and potential supervisors
the essential tools and skills required to be an effective
supervisor and manager. This certificate program will teach
you the key skills you must master to be successful. Explore
topics critical to developing effective management skills
such as interpersonal and communication skills, motivation
and empowerment, delegation, the role of emotional
intelligence, and conflict resolution.

Conflict Resolution and Mediation Certificate

February 8–March 22, 2019
$1,195
The Conflict Resolution and Mediation Certificate Program
is a five-day, skill-centered series for professionals and
community members interested in learning more productive
ways of resolving conflicts at work, at home, and in the
community. Participants will learn how to recognize the
underlying motivations that fuel disagreements,
barriers to resolving conflict, and proven mediation
techniques that promote collaborative thinking and
agreements that benefit everyone. Led by Cade Spaulding,
trained Conflict Mediator and Assistant Professor at UWStevens Point.
This program fulfills Wisconsin Chapter 767 requirements and
meets the 40-hour training requirement for membership
in Wisconsin Association of Mediators (WAM). Other
membership requirements apply.

Registration and Information:
uwsp.edu/conted or 715-346-3838

Chamber News

Coming up on our calendar:
January 30: Ribbon cutting:
Bone & Joint Physical Therapy

The 12th Annual Wausau

February 5: Business Planning for Existing Businesses
February 7: Business PM: Tender Reflections of Weston
February 21: Business PM: Floorology
March 7: Business PM: Wausau Elks Lodge #248

Sample Classes and Conference Features
 Energy Conservation Tips

Saturday, February 9, 2019

Kelly Zagrzebski, WI Public Service

 ID Theft and Other Scams - How to Stay Safe
Jeff Kersten, WI Dept. of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection

March 14: Economic Outlook

 Get the Most from Your Medicare and BadgerCare Benefits

March 15: Nothing But Networking

 Debt SOS: Staying Afloat

March 15: Ribbon cutting: Amaximmo LLC

 Cooking Matters: Buying and Preparing Nutritious Food

March 21: Business PM: Wausau Country Club

 Resume Building - How to Make Yourself an Attractive Job
Candidate

For more information or to register for these
programs and events, visit wausauchamber.com.

Help us welcome the newest
Chamber members!
Support the regional economy - do business
with members.
Sheroes Among Us
IFLEED Institute of Math and Science LLC
Newton Electric Corp
Dreamztech Solutions Inc

Rhonda Grabko, United Healthcare
Katie Matz, CoVantage Credit Union
UW Extension

Jordyn Wadle, County Materials

YENGYEE LOR

 MyMoneyCheckUp, an online tool that gives an
assessment of a consumer’s overall financial health.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

 Credit reports with credit score printed onsite; one-on-one
consultations with credit experts

Faithful Consulting LLC

Yengyee is the founder and CEO of
Faithful Consulting LLC, a social change
mission-driven leadership and team
coaching and consulting business. Her
work is centered around developing
authentic, empowered, high-performing,
high-quality leaders.

 Age-appropriate instruction for students between the ages
of 6 and 18
 Free childcare for kids 2 and up.
 Campus tour of NTC starting at 1:45 pm

Cost: Before Feb. 1 - $2 for adults and free for kids under 18. After Feb. 1, $4 adults and $1 kids. Call for info about scholarships.

https://tinyurl.com/ycukk55v

The 12th Annual Wausau

The 12th Annual Wausau

Sample Classes and Conference Features
 Energy Conservation Tips

Saturday, February 9, 2019

Kelly Zagrzebski, WI Public Service

 ID Theft and Other Scams - How to Stay Safe
Jeff Kersten, WI Dept. of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection

 Get the Most from Your Medicare and BadgerCare Benefits
Rhonda Grabko, United Healthcare

ONLINE: https://tinyurl.com/ycukk55v

 Debt SOS: Staying Afloat
Katie Matz, CoVantage Credit Union

 Cooking Matters: Buying and Preparing Nutritious Food
UW Extension

 Resume Building - How to Make Yourself an Attractive Job
Candidate
Jordyn Wadle, County Materials

The Immersion Project continued
this month with sessions focused on
entrepreneurship and homegrown
businesses and agriculture.

YENGYEE LOR

 MyMoneyCheckUp, an online tool that gives an
Please enclose a check or money order made payable to: Asset Builders-The
Financial Wellness
Conference.
Mailfinancial
to Asset Builders,
assessment
of a consumer’s
overall
health. 607 S.

Faithful Consulting LLC
24th Avenue, #185, Wausau, WI 54401-5226. Early Bird registration until February 1, 2019.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Yengyee is the founder and CEO of
Faithful Consulting LLC, a social change
mission-driven leadership and team
coaching and consulting business. Her
work is centered around developing
authentic, empowered, high-performing,
high-quality leaders.

 Credit reports with credit score printed onsite; one-on-one
consultations with credit experts
 Age-appropriate instruction for students between the ages
of 6 and 18
 Free childcare for kids 2 and up.
 Campus tour of NTC starting at 1:45 pm

Cost: Before Feb. 1 - $2 for adults and free for kids under 18. After Feb. 1, $4 adults and $1 kids. Call for info about scholarships.

www.wausauchamber.com
https://tinyurl.com/ycukk55v

ICYMI:

Chamber News

Business PM networking events were held at the Grand Lodge
Hotel + Waterpark in Rothschild on January 8 and at the Wausau
Curling Club on January 22.

Chamber sets new organizational record,
selling more than $700k in gift certificates
The Wausau Region Chamber of Commerce sold more than
$700,000 in gift certificates in 2018, topping the previous
high mark for sales by more than $100,000. These Chamber
gift certificates can be redeemed at almost 900 member
businesses in the region, ensuring that these dollars are spent
locally.
“The impact of these gift certificates goes well beyond the
initial purchase.” said David Eckmann, Ed.D., President and
CEO of the Chamber. “When redeemed, the flow of dollars
will have indirect impacts on the greater Marathon County
area, including businesses and families”.
Gift certificates can be ordered in any amount from $10

to $50 per certificate. Each certificate expires one year
after the date of issue. Search an online directory on
WausauChamber.com for the most up-to-date list of
businesses that accept Chamber gift certificates.
Call 715-845-6231 to place your order. Please allow three
business days to process large orders.
All orders must be picked up at the Wausau Region Chamber
office: 200 Washington St Suite 120 Wausau, WI 54403
between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. Payment is due at time of pick up.
The Chamber accepts business checks, cash and credit cards
(American Express, Discover, Mastercard or VISA). No
personal checks are accepted.

www.wausauchamber.com

A SPECIAL OFFER FOR CHAMBER MEMBERS

To celebrate 20 years of the Blues Café, the
Great Northern Blues Society is planning
a number of events and invites fellow
Chamber members to join them!
With the help of the Village of Rothschild, countless volunteers, corporate sponsors and hundreds of society members,
the Great Northern Blues Society is excited to present the following events this March. We hope to see you!
DATE

TIME

EVENT / ARTIST(S)

LOCATION

COST

Thursday,
March 7

10:00 am

Blues in the Schools, featuring one of the country’s best
harmonica players — Rockin’ Jake from New Orleans

UWMC

Free

Friday,
March 8

Doors @ 5:30 pm
Music @ 6:30 pm

20th Anniversary Party, featuring Howard “Guitar” Luedtke Rothschild Pavilion
and Reverend Raven & the Chain Smokin’ Altar Boys

Free w/ticket below,
w/purchase of Blues Café
ticket or $5.00 at door

Saturday,
March 9

Doors @ noon
Music @ 1:00 pm

20th Annual Blues Café, featuring The Mark Cameron
Band, The Ivy Ford Band, The Cash Box Kings, The
Danielle Nicole Band and The Ronnie Baker Brooks Band

$25 advance
$30 at door

Rothschild Pavilion

Please consider helping the Great Northern Blues Society by joining our ranks through a corporate
sponsorship. Your sponsorship helps support our mission statement as well as . . .
 Five annual $500 scholarships to worthy, musically

inclined students at local high schools and the UWMC
 Annual “Blues in the Schools” event

 Continued membership in the Blues Foundation
 Contributions to the International Blues Foundation toward

construction of Blues Hall of Fame in Memphis, TN

 Annual Blues Café event

 Summer “Thank You” party at Bull Falls Brewery

 Support of WXPR 91.7 FM in Rhinelander

For more information, please visit www.gnbs.org

Blues Café
20th Anniversary Party
March 8, 2019
Featuring Howard “Guitar” Luedtke with Reverend Raven
& the Chain Smoking Altar Boys.

Blues Café
20th Anniversary Party
March 8, 2019
Featuring Howard “Guitar” Luedtke with Reverend Raven
& the Chain Smoking Altar Boys.

Rothschild Pavilion • Doors open @ 5:30 pm, music @ 6:30 pm

Rothschild Pavilion • Doors open @ 5:30 pm, music @ 6:30 pm

Wausau Chamber Member Complimentary Ticket

Wausau Chamber Member Complimentary Ticket

This event is limited by venue capacity. We reserve the right to refuse entrance if capacity is reached.

This event is limited by venue capacity. We reserve the right to refuse entrance if capacity is reached.

Ribbon Cuttings
Ribbon cuttings (clockwise from right) were held this month
at IFLEED Institute of Math and Science LLC in Wausau
on January 3, Jackson Hewitt in Wausau on January 4,
Greenfire Management Services in Wausau on January 10,
Hi Restaurant in Wausau on January 18 and Brickner’s of
Wausau on January 22.

www.wausauchamber.com

BUILD YOUR
NETWORK
ON THURSDAY, APRIL 25 AT THE

BUSINESS EXPO 2019

&

EXPO BUSINESS PM
PART OF SMALL BUSINESS WEEK 2019

PHOTO BY LEMMENS CREATIVE DESIGN

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT

WAUSAUCHAMBER.COM

Connecting students
in central Wisconsin with
local businesses
and organizations.
Apply for the spring 2019 session at

TheBranchWI.com

WHO WILL
BE NEXT TO
JOIN THIS
GROUP OF
GRADS?

Chamber News

Chamber unveils new leadership program

The Wausau Region Chamber of
Commerce will offer a new leadership
program beginning in the fall of 2019.
Transformational Leadership will be
led by program designer and facilitator
Bridget Wenman, President of
Perspectives Training and Consulting
LLC. The program will include nine
sessions totaling more than 70 hours of
interactive learning and opportunities
to grow both
personally and
professionally.
The program will
build an arsenal of
personal growth
strategies for
participants,
equipping them
Bridget Wenman
with the ability
to create and inspire change in
participants, their organizations and
the community. Individuals at any
level of leadership will benefit from a
better understanding of their personal
leadership style and the impact they
have on those around them. Attendees
will also grow through a renewed
understanding of the region’s history,
its founders and the impact each

participant can have on the generations
which will follow.
Wenman, a Wausau native, has more
than 20 years of experience coaching
executives and their teams, using a wide
variety of solutions to help them define
their culture, refine their workforce and
increase productivity. Wenman has a
degree in organizational communication
from UW-Oshkosh and was the 2017
ATHENA Leadership Award recipient.
“I have been impressed with the
quality of leadership programs that the
Chamber has brought to our region
and I am excited to help them continue
in that tradition by implementing

www.wausauchamber.com

a program that not only challenges
the participant, but impacts their
organizations and the community.” said
Wenman. “Congratulations to Ray on
his retirement. It’s well deserved.”
The Chamber’s current Leadership
Excellence program has been led
by Ray Mickevicius since 2004.
Mickevicius is retiring, having graduated
nearly 500 individuals from the
program.
“I’ve worked with Bridget for many
years,” said Robin Hegg, Senior Vice
President of Human Resources at
River Valley Bank and member of the
Chamber’s Board of Directors. “She
has helped our organization, specifically
in motivating individuals to higher levels
of learning and in helping us achieve our
organizational goals.”
Registration for the 2019-2020
Transformational Leadership program
is now open. The first in the series of
monthly sessions will be held on Sept.
6, 2019. For more information on the
program, visit WausauChamber.com or
contact Sharon Baumann at 715-8485943 or sbaumann@wausauchamber.
com.

ox zion
Vantage Agora is a global provider
of customized technology solutions
on OX Zion, the industry-leading
Business Operating System that
creates powerful Data Analytics for
business leaders.

CIO APPLICATIONS TOP 10 BROKER MANAGEMENT SOLUTION
CIO APPLICATIONS TOP 25 Insurance technology solution
RECOGNIZED BY GARTNER IN THE BOS/DTO MARKET GUIDE
Recognized by Gartner in the BOS/DTO Market Guide,
Vantage Agora was recognized for their “cutting-edge”
technology. OX Zion empowers business leaders to drive
strategy and innovations for their companies and helps
serve organizations by tracking and measuring key
business drivers essential to success.

OX Zion key features:
Association Solutions
Blockchain
CEO Desktop
Collaboration
CRM (Customer Relationship Management)
Digital Signage
Franchise Management
Gamification

Help Desk
HRIS (Human Resource Information System)
Insurance BOS
Logistics
Operational Intelligence
Quality Management System
OX Project Portfolio Management
OX Office

vantage agora

www.oxzion.com

© Copyright 2004-2018 Vantage Agora, All Rights Reserved

vantage agora

LOWER COSTS
www.vantageagora.com

IMPROVE PRODUCTIVITY
Vantage Agora delivers solutions that accelerate
your company’s growth. We’re your support staff
that takes care of all the routine and time-consuming
work, so your in-house staff can focus on sales and
improving customer experience for your clients.
We provide flexible staffing to address seasonal
peak periods during the year.
With OX Zion, Vantage Agora’s software solution,
Our team uses Automation and Robotics to drive
down processing time and costs. OX Zion gives you
the real-time visibility you need to analyze your
daily production.

industry
solutions

OX ZION
business operating system

Education
Finance
Healthcare
Insurance
Manufacturing

Actionable Dashboards
Customized Solutions
Data Analytics
Operational Intelligence
Visibility and Control

Ashley lUCZAJ
Customer Experience Manager

216.868.6016

© Copyright 2004-2018 Vantage Agora, All Rights Reserved

Member News
Recently the Central Wisconsin Community Market of
Associated Bank presented Romey Wagner with a check
in the amount of $10,000 to support Entrepreneurial
Boot Camps in 2019. This is an intensive learning program
designed to train potential entrepreneurs. The check was
presented by Andy Shallow, Alfred Nakhla, Chad Otte
and Jordan Hoerter on behalf of the Central Wisconsin
Community Market of Associated Bank. “Thank you for
your trust in our program and commitment to the new
business ideas in our area, as you are assisting us in making a
difference. To see the pride and excitement in the students
as they complete the course knowing they now have
mentors and knowledge on their team is amazing and your
commitment of this amount guarantees that we can put on
the two Camps in 2019 and continue to offer scholarships
to those great ideas that maybe can’t afford the cost. I
thank you on behalf of our Board, myself and the future

business owners that will benefit from the generosity of
Associated Bank ” said Wagner.
The City of Wausau is conducting a survey on the alternative
street design proposals as part of the Wausau Center Urban
Design and Transportation Master Plan. Respondents do
not need to be residents of the City of Wausau.
2019 marks the 30th Anniversary of the Badger State
Games’ Winter Games, Wisconsin’s largest annual
Olympic-style sporting competition for amateur athletes of
all ages and athletic abilities. The Winter Games began back
in 1989 with only five events, alpine skiing, curling, nordic
skiing, figure skating and hockey. These games have grown
significantly, offering 25 events in 2019, giving athletes the
chance to win gold, silver and bronze medals and earn their
way to the National State Games of America.

Ambassador Profile:
Chamber Ambassadors will be profiled
each month in Chamber Connection.
NAME: Eric Marone
BUSINESS NAME: QPS

Employment Group

HOMETOWN: I grew up in

Kronenwetter, and I currently live in Rib
Mountain.

BACKGROUND: Business

Management

THE STORY ABOUT THE
CHAMBER YOU REPEAT
MOST OFTEN: How well the

Chamber networks central Wisconsin,
especially with the annual Business
EXPO. They create so many
opportunities that allow local businesses
to partner and grow the community.

THE STORY ABOUT YOUR

BUSINESS YOU REPEAT MOST
OFTEN: Our professional recruiters

are experts in their fields. This allows
them to be effective in finding the
right-fit candidates both culturally
and professionally. Its and incredible
processes to be a part of as I get to see
our business partners succeeding and
growing due to the dedication of our
team!

DREAM JOB WHEN YOU
WERE GROWING UP: Becoming

a professional hunting/fishing guide,
which I do get to live out part-time!

FAVORITE SNACK: You cannot

beat Striped Dainties!

HIDDEN TALENT: I am pretty good

at talking my daughter into cookies,
so I guess you could say I have a silver
tongue! Also, my humor is dry…

www.wausauchamber.com

The Chamber Ambassadors are volunteers who engage new and
current members, reviewing benefits,
highlighting programs and events and
ensuring member needs are met. If you
would like a visit from an Ambassador
or would like to learn more about the
group, please contact Judy Pitek at 715848-5966.

You are cordially invited to participate as a sponsor of the Second Annual Run to Remember 5K Walk/Run.
Last year’s run raised more than $25,000 to build a memorial to honor the victims of the March 22, 2017 shooting. The memorial is
scheduled to be installed in the spring of 2019 as a continued tribute to the four heroes who lost their lives that tragic day.
Wausau Metro Strong is proudly continuing the event to carry on their memory. The organization’s mission is to make our greater
Wausau community more safe for everyone. In 2018 the group passed Sara’s Law in the state of Wisconsin having stricter penalties
for individuals threatening family law attorneys and guardian ad litems. Wausau Metro Strong collaborated on the release of the
Marathon County Notification System. The organization has developed materials and will host seminars to educate local businesses
on identifying victims of domestic violence and on workplace safety. Wausau Metro Strong continues to work with local organizations
to reduce the threat of domestic violence.
Funds received from sponsorships will be used to purchase T-shirts for registered race participants, awards and complimentary drinks
and snacks for each participant. Any additional money from sponsorships will go toward Wausau Metro Strong’s mission. There are
various levels of sponsorship for the Run to Remember Walk/Run. Size and placement of logos on t-shirts and web site are based on
sponsorship level.
PREMIER SPONSOR - $5,000
• Top, largest logo on race shirt
• Recognition on website, Facebook
• Promotional materials in race packet
• Booth space at request
• Ten free participants
• Sponsor mentions on race day
PLATINUM SPONSOR - $2,500
• Prominent logo on race shirt
• Recognition on website, Facebook
• Promotional materials in race packet
• Booth space at request
• Five free participants

GOLD SPONSOR - $1,000+
• Large logo on race shirt
• Recognition on website, Facebook
• Promotional materials in race packet
• Booth space at request
• Three free participants

The Run to Remember
is supported by:

SILVER SPONSOR - $500+
• Logo on shirt
• Recognition on website
• Two free participants
BRONZE SPONSOR - $250+
• Logo on shirt
• Recognition on website

BECOME A SPONSOR

SPONSORSHIP FORM
Organization Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Contact Person: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Contact Email: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Website Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1. Sponsor Level (please circle):
Platinum

Gold

Silver

Bronze

Supporting

2. Do you plan to send materials/giveaways to be distributed at the race: YES or NO
3. Sponsors can choose to have company name or submit a logo. Please write your company name exactly how you would like it to appear
on website, Facebook, etc.:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Artwork and logos should be submitted by Feb. 20 to Scott Sann turfmdx2@gmail.com. Logos for shirts will be printed only in one color and should
be submitted as a vector file. Logos for website should be submitted as 72 dpi PSD or EPS files.
4. Participants who receive complimentary race entries as part of their sponsorship can register for the 5K by providing participant
information to Cassandra Ambrosius at cassie.ambrosius@gmail.com
5. Checks should be made payable to The Community Foundation, adding Wausau Metro Strong in the memo. Or you can donate here:
https://runsignup.com/Race/WI/Weston/RuntoRemember5
Please contact Scott Sann with questions or for additional information on sponsorships at 715-846-5075 or turfmdx2@gmail.com.
Donations to Run to Remember can be tax exempt.
The event will be held on March 16, 2019 at D.C. Everest Junior High

Save the Date!

Tues., March 19, 2019
Dreyfus University Center
UW-Stevens Point

A Conference Dedicated to Manufacturing

Breakout sessions from regional manufacturers who
are leaders in Automation and Innovation!
Vendor Fair with Automation Suppliers
This conference is ideal for Business Owners, Presidents, Process
Improvement Professionals, Engineers, Plant Managers, and
Technology Professionals within the Manufacturing industry.
Confirmed!
Keynote Speaker DAN ARIENS
CEO and Chairman of the Board,
The Ariens Company

Gold Sponsor:

Cost: $125 per person

Confirmed!
Keynote Speaker TOM O’REILLY
Vice president of Global Business
Development, Rockwell Automation

Partner Sponsors:

Bronze Sponsors:

Full Conference Brochure and Registration available January 21, 2019.
www.uwsp.edu/conted/ConfWrkShp/Pages/InnovateandAutomate.aspx

See your logo
HERE!

Visit our website
to become a Sponsor.

Member News
Julie Rajek, producing sales manager at First Bank Financial
Centre is now a preferred lender for Hometown Heroes Project.
She proudly supports our Hometown Heroes, including veterans,
police, fire fighters, teachers and first responders. She was a
military wife and is a military mom, making this close to her heart.
The Kids Kount program administered by Greater Wausau
Christian Services presented gifts to children in the Wausau area
last month. The Kids Kount program provides Christmas gifts to
children with a parent held at the Marathon County Jail. This year,
52 children received gifts or gift cards. The organization would
like to thank the members of the community who support the
program. Community members give of themselves financially
and through volunteering time to wrap and deliver gifts. GWCS
also thanks 89Q Hope is Here (89.5 FM) for their kind and
generous help with a toy drive at the station. If you would like to
help with the 2019 Kids Kount program, please contact Marlene
Schalow at 715-842-5635.

Linetec recently revealed its new message, ‘Single Source
Solution’ for architectural finishing, along with a brand new
website and printed literature. “Customers rely on Linetec
as a single source solution for their architectural aluminum
needs according to the research insights gained in creating
our new website. Building on this reputation and recognition,
we are incorporating the Single Source Solution message into
all of our marketing materials,” explained Linetec’s marketing
manager, Tammy Schroeder. “As the largest finishing company
of architectural aluminum products in the U.S., Linetec’s ability
to provide the core finishing needs of both paint and anodize,
along with its wide range of specialty finishes and many other
services both upstream and downstream of the finishing process
help our customers save time and money,” said Rick Marshall,
Linetec’s president. The new website, Linetec.com, provides a
comprehensive overview of the company’s paint, anodize and
specialty finishes, as well as specifications, processes, quality
and environmental considerations, maintenance guidelines,
warranty information, and color charts.

The PBS show Wisconsin Foodie focused on ginseng in a recent
episode featuring the Wausau region, Hsu’s Ginseng Enterprise Marathon County Historical Society will present ‘Side Streets of
Inc and City Grill Restaurant & Event Space.
Downtown Wausau,’ another topic in the History Speaks series.
This presentation by research librarian Gary Gisselman will take
Jalapeno’s Mexican Restaurante & Bar will host their first Cinco place at 2 p.m. on Jan. 27 at the Woodson History Center, 410
De Mayo Festival on May 4.
McIndoe St., Wausau. Also coming up, DuWayne Zamzow will
answer the question of why so many Pomeranians settled in central
Outstanding area business leaders who helped shape our area’s Wisconsin at 6:30 p.m. on Feb. 11 at Marathon High School. The
economy will be honored this spring at the 11th Annual Champions Pomeranian German Immigration to Central Wisconsin is part of
of Business Dinner established by Junior Achievement of the History Speaks in Your Town series presented by the Marathon
Wisconsin, Inc. - Northcentral District. A panel of independent County Historical Society and the Continuing Education office
judges selected A.P. Woodson, T A Duckworth, and Ronald of UW-Stevens Point at Wausau. Zamzow became interested in
Nicklaus as the 2019 honorees. A dinner on May 9 at the City genealogy as a teen, and fulfilled his dream of finding his ancestral
Grill will celebrate their historic contributions to the Wausau area home in Pomerania after 14 years of research. These talks are free
business community. Tickets to the event are on sale at Junior and open to the public. All donations are appreciated. Registration
Achievement of North Central Wisconsin 715-842-1056 or is not required. The Historical Society is grateful to Janke Book
online at www.championsofbusiness.org.
Store and to Compass Properties for their sponsorship of the
History Speaks series, and to the Murco Foundation and the
MBE CPAs recently announced that Katie Larry and Elsie Lohr Fund for their support for History Speaks In
Dahlke has passed the Uniform CPA Exam, Your Town.
becoming a Certified Public Accountant in
Wisconsin. Dahlke is from Stratford and a The Marathon County Historical Society will host a 20th Annual
2017 graduate of Lakeland University. She Valentine Tea at 2 p.m. on February 14 at the Woodson History
began working at MBE full time in January Center, 410 McIndoe St., Wausau. Cost is $30 for members,
2017 and works out of their Wausau $35 for non-members. Reservations are required in advance.
location. Katie’s work focuses mainly on The Marathon County Historical Society is supported in part by
providing tax preparation and planning City of Wausau Room Tax Funding. Additional support is provided
Katie Dahlke
services along with client consultation.
through the B.A. & Esther Greenheck Foundation.

www.wausauchamber.com

Business Education Series
The Small Business Development Center at
UW-Stevens Point presents their 2019
Business Education Series for Wausau
Region Chamber members and community
members.

Classes are No CostWR0HPEHUV
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Member News
Marathon Ginseng International Inc
recently announced that Denis Tan has
been promoted to Vice-President of
Operations. Tan joined the company
full-time in January 2018 as marketing
manager. He also took on the farm
manager role in May 2018. Tan’s duties
included online marketing, collaboration
Denis Tan
with local communities and ensuring the
ginseng plants continue to remain healthy
in the company’s gardens. “Denis has greatly helped us grow
in many ways,” said Dr. Ming Tao Jiang, CEO. “In his new role,
Denis will oversee all aspects of Marathon Ginseng’s operations.”
Some of Tan’s new responsibilities will include annual budgeting,
development and implementation of strategies and employee
training. Tan is an alumnus of the University of Wisconsin-Stevens
Point. He has held middle and upper management positions at
various companies including Footlocker.com/Eastbay. Tan is also
a board member at the Rotary Club of Wausau.

funds administered within the North Central Wisconsin
Community Foundation. The application deadline is February 15
for these scholarships. A complete listing of scholarships, as well
as application instructions, is available by visiting the Foundation’s
website at www.cfoncw.org.

In 2018, the more than 170 employees of Peoples State Bank
volunteered 8,010 hours to non-profits, churches, schools and
other community organizations. An average of 47 hours per
employee. And once again in 2018, every employee participated
in one or more volunteer activities during and outside the
workday. “Volunteering is part of the Peoples culture,” said Scott
Cattanach, president and CEO of Peoples State Bank. “As a
community bank, our customers are also our friends and neighbors
and we work together to make our communities better places to
live and work.” Employees spent more than 250 hours assisting
with financial literacy programs such as Junior Achievement. But
employees volunteered in a wide range of activities, far beyond
financial literacy. The types of volunteer activities were with civic,
non-profit, church, school, sports, and professional affiliations.
Marshfield Clinic Health System and Marshfield Area Coalition “Our employees volunteer because they love the feeling of giving
for Youth in collaboration with Unified School District and back to others,” said Donna Staples, senior vice president, human
Columbus Catholic Schools will host international youth resources at Peoples State Bank. “It’s gratifying to see all of our
motivational speaker Joe Beckman on Jan. 31. His presentation employees step forward again this past year to help others in their
‘One Simple Mission: Reclaim Human Connection’ will be held communities.” For more information, visit www.bankpeoples.
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Marshfield High School, Commons com/About-Us/Community.
and Auditorium. People of all ages are welcomed to participate
in this event. Enjoy a free boxed dinner while listening to the
Marshfield High School Jazz band. Doors open at 5:15 p.m. Enjoy
dinner and live jazz music from 5:30 to 6 p.m. with Beckman’s
presentation from 6 to 7:30 p.m. “Our schools are experiencing
an unprecedented shift,” Beckman said. “Student loneliness is at
an all-time high, while self-worth and a sense of belonging are at alltime lows. And the culprit is lack of human connection … It’s only
when we stop and slow down, separate from our screens and truly
listen to each other’s stories, that we can course correct and give
our youth the best chance to leave their mark on the world.” If you
are requesting childcare and/or dinner, registration is required. For
the general audience attending the presentation only, registration
is preferred. Register today at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
MAPN or contact, Jodi Chojnacki, Marshfield Clinic Health
System-Center for Community Health Advancement, at 715221-8419 or chojnacki.jodi@marshfieldclinic.org.

Have you visited
wausauchamber.com?

More than 200 students throughout north central Wisconsin,
from pre-school to post-graduate, will be awarded scholarships
totaling more than $300,000 from the 125 endowed scholarship

www.wausauchamber.com

Member News
Peoples State Bank President and CEO Scott Cattanach
recently announced the following promotions: Michelle
Lewens, promoted to officer, commercial banking, Wausau
– Stewart Avenue location, Andrea Sasman, promoted to
assistant vice president, mortgage loan originator, Wausau –
Stewart Avenue location, Janene Ball, promoted to officer,
retail mortgage operations manager, Wausau – Stewart
Avenue location, Vicki Mauritz, promoted to officer,
Rib Mountain branch manager, Wausau – Rib Mountain
location, Kayeng Moua, promoted to officer, senior personal
banker, Wausau – Stewart Avenue location, Jackie Hamann,
promoted to officer, customer service representative
supervisor/auditor, Wausau – Stewart Avenue location, Lisa
Gilles, promoted to officer, loan processing and servicing,
Wausau – Stewart Avenue location, Ben Bowman, promoted
to assistant vice president, information technology, Wausau
– Stewart Avenue location, Kevin Daniels, promoted to
senior analyst – network administrator, Wausau – Stewart
Avenue location. Daniels has become an integral part of
the Peoples information technology department, making
numerous improvements to our data systems and network
technology, phone systems, servers, and cybersecurity
readiness. He exhibits our core values through positive
attitude, customer centric focus, and a hunger to learn,
and Ron Aderholdt, promoted to operations manager facilities, Wausau – Stewart Avenue location.
SC Swiderski LLC has selected Nathanael
Popp to serve as operations manager.
Nathanael now oversees all areas of
the company which include real estate,
construction and property management
divisions. Popp is a graduate of UWStout with a Bachelor of Science degree
in industrial management and has 16
Nathanael Popp
years of construction and management
experience. He also holds an associate
degree in electromechanical technology. He joined the
company in 2015 in the property management division.
Most recently he managed the maintenance and grounds
departments. “Nathanael is a results focused leader and has a
strong working relationship with the ownership and managers.
We are excited for the future of the company under his
direction,” said HR Manager, Kim Dennee.
Sheroes Among Us will host a Maker Moms event on January

31 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Bull Falls Brewery. Mothers are
invited to create with Wausau DIY and Evolutions In Design
while learning how to better communicate with children. Cost
is $40 and includes materials, instruction and dinner. Register
at sheroesamongus.com. The organization will also host a Love
Your Body Belly Dance program on February 17 from 1 to 3
p.m. at the Greenheck Fieldhouse. Cost is $20 and includes
materials, instruction and dinner. Register at sheroesamongus.
com.
The UWSP at Wausau Office of Continuing Education and
Outreach is offering an ACT prep course on January 26. This
prep session is designed to assist the student in preparing for
the ACT assessment. Areas to be covered include English
usage/mechanics and rhetorical skills, math problem solving
strategies, algebra, geometry, trigonometry reviews, testtaking strategies, science data representation, and analysis
and interpretation of research summaries and conflicting
hypotheses. Students will be working with actual past ACT
tests and content and taught by UW-Stevens Point professors.
The fee for this course is $45.

Each month, Wisconsin Central Time NEWS
brings you insightful articles, updates, and
events about the issues being discussed and
the goals being achieved by Marathon County
government.
Check out the latest articles from Wisconsin
Central Time NEWS — now in a mobilefriendly format — to see how county officials
and employees are working to make Marathon
County a great place to work, play, live, and do
business.
View or subscribe at
WisconsinCentralTimeNEWS.com.

www.wausauchamber.com

Member News
WSAW NewsChannel 7 and FOX WZAW’s annual Share
Your Holidays campaign set another campaign record last
month. Between donations from viewers and matching
grants, more than $100,000 was donated to The Salvation
Army of Wausau and The Neighbors’ Place. The previous
record of $95,811.49 was set in 2017. In addition to
monetary donations, viewers also donated thousands of
pounds of non-perishable food. The food donations will be
distributed to dozens of food pantries in Marathon County,
thanks to Peyton’s Promise. “The kindness and generosity of
the people who live here never fails to amaze me,” said Jeff
Thelen, WSAW anchor and campaign coordinator. “When I
think of all the food we’ve helped put on the tables of people
who otherwise may go hungry it’s almost overwhelming.”
The campaign came to a close with a half-hour special on
WSAW NewsChannel 7. The special revealed the food
insecurities and needs facing area families and also shared
more about the history of Share Your Holiday, a campaign
founded 16 years ago by WSAW-TV staff. “The community
response to our Share Your Holidays fundraiser is very
humbling,” said Al Lancaster, WSAW/WZAW VP/GM.
“We are very blessed to live in such a special place. Thank
you!” The Share Your Holidays account will remain open
for additional donations until January 31.

FedExCup competition, are donated to the Evans Scholars
Foundation.
The Wausau Water Walkers recently announced that
the group gained 30 new skiers during the 2018 season.
The group purchased a new (used) twin rig with more
horsepower to accomodate the growing team.
Business Day in Madison will be held from 7:30 a.m. to 4
p.m. on March 6 at the Monona Terrace Community &
Convention Center in Madison. The event brings together
nearly 1,000 business leaders from all over the state.
The lunch keynote is Ed Henry, award-winning journalist
and FOX News chief national correspondent, bestselling
author and syndicated radio host Dennis Prager, and
retired Army Staff Sergeant, veterans advocate Travis Mills
and Governor Tony Evers (invited). A Welcome Reception
will also be held at the Madison Club the evening before
Business Day on March 5.

The Woodson YMCA invites you to take a coach bus trip
to the Garden and Landscape Show at the Alliant Energy
Center in Madison on February 9. Join thousands of
participants from across the Midwest and see the latest
trends in gardening and landscaping. This trip is open to
The Wausau River District is collecting information on people of all ages. The bus will depart the Y Aspirus Branch
businesses located in the Main Street District. Please in Weston at 8:15 a.m. and return at approximately 8 p.m.
complete this survey by January 30.
The fee for the trip is $69 for Y members, $79 for nonmembers and $59 for children under 12 years of age. To
Wausau West High School senior reserve your seat please register by calling the Y at 715Dayne Hagedorn was awarded the 845-2177.
Chick Evans Scholarship for Caddies;
one of 16 Wisconsin students to receive The February 15 application deadline is approaching for
the full tuition and housing scholarship many of the scholarships that will be reviewed by the
valued at more than $120,000 over Community Foundation of North Central Wisconsin’s
four years. Dayne was selected for selection committees.
his strong caddie record, excellent
Dayne Hagedorn
academics, and outstanding character.
More than 10,830 caddies throughout
the United States have graduated as Evans Scholars since
the program was founded in 1930. Scholarship funds
Please submit your stories and photos to Brian Otten
come from contributions by 32,000 golfers across the
at botten@wausauchamber.com.
country who are members of the Evans Scholars Par Club
program and donate more than $10 million annually. In
Use of the stories will be at the discretion of the Chamber
addition, all proceeds from the BMW Championship, the
and may be shortened to fit the appropriate platform.
Only stories from members in good standing with the
third of four PGA Tour Playoff events in the PGA Tour’s
Chamber will be used.

We Want to Hear from You!

www.wausauchamber.com

2019 - 2020 SeSSion
This program offers an opportunity
for individuals to build an arsenal of
personal growth strategies by equipping
participants with the ability to create
and inspire change in themselves, their
organizations and the community.

WausauChamber.com
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715-845-6231

Entrepreneurial Training Program
Eight to Nine Week Business Plan Series
The Small Business
Development Center (SBDC)
at UW-Stevens Point is part
of a statewide network of
SBDCs, working with business
owners and entrepreneurs
to facilitate business growth
and improvement, and to
help launch successful new
companies. Through
no‐cost consulting, low‐cost
entrepreneurial education
and strategic facilitation, SBDC
experts serve as resources
for small and emerging
midsize companies. The
Wisconsin SBDC is hosted
by UW-System and is funded
in part through a cooperative
agreement with the U.S. Small
Business Administration.
www.uwsp.edu/SBDC
Reasonable accommodations
for persons with disabilities
will be made if requested at
least two weeks in advance.
Contact the SBDC at
UWSPCE-SBDC@uwsp.
edu or 715-346-3861 for
arrangements.
UW‐Stevens Point is an Equal
Opportunity/Affirmative
Action Institution.

The Entrepreneurial Training Program (ETP) offered by the Wisconsin Small Business
Development Center at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point is a 8-9 week course
providing an easy to follow, step-by-step process that shows your for-profit business
how to:
• Answer the question – “Will people buy my product or service?”
• Appeal to more customers
• Develop a lender-ready business plan
• Use time, money and resources wisely
Through instruction, guest speakers and counseling, the course serves those who
are considering starting a business, owners of existing businesses struggling to get a
handle on all the details, and those with successful companies they want to grow.

SPRING 2019 – 3 Locations
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point
Tuesdays, Feburary 5-April 2, 6-9 p.m.
Northcentral Technical College-Antigo Campus
Thursdays, April 11-June 6, 5:30-8:30 p.m.
Wausau Entrepreneurial and Education Center
Tuesdays, April 9-June 4, 5:30-8:30 p.m.

Cost

The Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation is offering qualified applicants
Entrepreneurial Training Grants that cover most of the $1,000 course fee. The grant
covers 75 percent of the tuition, reducing your cost to $250. Grant recipients must
meet attendance requirements, complete a qualified business plan within 90 days of
completion of the course and participate in at least one hour of no-cost consulting
with the SBDC at UW-Stevens Point, or will otherwise be responsible for the
remaining $750.

Registration

Space in the course is limited and will be filled on a first-come, first-served basis.
Register online at uwbizgrants.org by creating an account and filling out the SBDC
ETP grant application. Register early to ensure there is enough time to complete a
pre-class consultation with your assigned SBDC counselor.

Proven Impact

Since 2013, 537 students have completed the course statewide, including 40 veterans
and 73 minorities.

For more information:

Call 715-346-3861 or visit the SBDC at UW-Stevens Point website:
www.uwsp.edu/conted/sbdc/pages/entrepreneurial.aspx

2019
Business
PM
BUSINESS
PM
Speed
Pass
SCHEDULE:
2/7/2019 Tender Reflections
2/21/2019 Floorology
3/7/2018 Elk’s Club
• Save
up to
$80!
Discounted
admission
3/21/2019
Wausau
Country
Club
4/11/2019
Wildcard Corp
to
20
Business
PMs between
4/25/2019 EXPO
September
1, 2017
- August
31, 2018.
5/9/2019 Sawmill
Adventure
Park/
		
Finishing Touch Signs
• Automatic
registration
for every program.
5/23/2019 Wausau
Noon Optimists
6/6/2019 North Star Mohican Casino Resort
• Send
a replacement
if Wittenberg
you are unable to attend.
6/20/2019
Ho-Chunk Gaming
7/11/2019 Wausau Events - Balloon & Rib Fest
7/25/2019 Wausau
REGISTER
ATWhitewater
WAUSAUCHAMBER.COM
8/8/2019 La Taqueria Mexican Street Food
8/22/2019 The Samuels Group

Our 12-month speed pass includes:

REGISTER AT WAUSAUCHAMBER.COM

chamber member
appreciation night

We invite members of the Wausau Region Chamber
of Commerce to enjoy the Woodchucks game on Friday, June 21st
at Chamber Member Appreciation Night!
SPECIAL CHAMBER MEMBER TICKET PACKAGE:
Reserved seat ticket
Voucher good for a hot dog and soda
$11.00 per package
Vs.
Gates open at 5:35pm
First Pitch at 6:35pm
Featuring amazing Post-Game Fireworks!

How do I buy my ticket package?
Go online to woodchucks.com and click buy tickets
Enter the promo code (Chamber19)
Select the seats you want in section 204
Select pick up at Will Call or E-Mail for ticket delivery
Checkout
If you don’t want to purchase tickets online, would like to purchase tickets
as a group or have questions about the event, contact Kayla at 715.845.5055
ext. 103 or kayla@woodchucks.com

Member News

The 2019 Women’s
Leadership
Conference was held
on Tuesday, January
15, 2019. More than
600 individuals from
47 different
communities
attended the event.

Smartphone settings to help you focus
If your goal, resolution or word of 2019
is focus, here are some tips to set up
your smartphone to curb unwanted
distractions.
• Manage your notifications – every
app wants to send you a notification
and it takes time and attention to
check and clear those constant alerts.
Dedicate some time this New Year to
determining if you need every alert
that comes to your phone. You can
adjust notification settings in iOS and
Android by visiting the Settings menu
and tapping Notifications.
• Use do not disturb – whether you’re
working on a deadline or want to
eliminate distractions near bedtime,
the do not disturb feature can stop
any notifications from making noise

and lighting up your screen. Both
iOS and Android allow you to set
exceptions to that rule (like to allow
phone calls from specific contacts)
and let you schedule time frames to
automatically enable do not disturb.
• Check your usage – sometimes you’re
not fully aware of just how much your
smartphone may get you off track
or what apps suck your time. Apple
added Screen Time to iOS in 2018
to let you easily check your usage.
Not only can you see how many
times you pick up your device, which
may surprise you, but also exactly
how much you use specific apps. It
even breaks it down into categories
of social networking, entertainment
and productivity. Android does not

www.wausauchamber.com

natively have this feature just yet, but
there are a host of apps that can be
used.
• Set limits – once you’ve found the
apps that may consume more of
time than you like, you can consider
setting limits. Screen Time will let you
set limits or specific downtime where
certain apps aren’t available.
Smartphones are an incredible tool,
but focusing during work or personal
time with family and friends is
important. Evaluating your settings and
notifications can help you stick to your
priorities.
Follow Cellcom on social media for
more tips and tricks to make your
smartphone work smarter for you.
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Offer valid 1/2/19 through 1/31/19 or while supplies last. No rain checks. Activation at time of service, service agreement and credit approval required. New line activation or qualified upgrade required. A line set up fee, early termination fee, or
device installment balance may apply. Additional charges on all service lines include Universal Service Fund (USF), regulatory, an E911 or police & Fire Protection Fee, and other recovery fees. Taxes, fees and surcharges vary and are subject to change
without notice. See cellcom.com/fees for details. Trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners. Promotional offer subject to change. Save $5 on Line Access: Receive a $5 access discount on any new Tablet, Mobile Broadband,
or LTE Camera activation or qualified upgrade with a Flex or 2-Year agreement on the Business Unlimited plan. Additional charges apply. Visit cellcom.com/special-offers-business for details. Save $100: Purchase of a new smartphone with a new Flex
Agreement and data subscription required. Credit applied as a discount off full price and reflected in monthly installments. Restrictions apply. Visit Cellcom.com/save for details. 15 Day Guarantee: If within 15 days you are not completely satisfied with
Cellcom’s wireless service, pay for the services you have used and return the equipment in acceptable condition. Other restrictions apply. See store for details. Trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners.
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