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The Workforce Hub is here to serve you
By David Eckmann, President/CEO

I

f you’re like most organizations
in our community, finding and
hiring skilled and professional
workforce is a challenge. In my
discussions with our partners at
the North Central Wisconsin
Workforce Development Board,
what we are facing in this talent
shortage is not a passing situation
– it’s here for the next decade, if
not longer. WE have a problem
and WE must work together to address it, head on.
A core competency of the Wausau Region Chamber of
Commerce is to connect, convene and collaborate. We
do it daily. Our mission is to build a vibrant community
and strong business environment. Earlier this month, the
Wausau Region Chamber of Commerce re-launched the
Workforce Hub, our workforce development effort. The
purpose of the Workforce Hub is to:
• CONNECT and convene partner organizations in their
full capacity to work together.
• Identify and create OPPORTUNITIES that will assist
in developing, retaining, and attracting workforce to the
Wausau region and Marathon County.
• Develop and maintain a digital RESOURCE hub
where members can easily identify and access an
abundance of organizations that are working to

develop the talent pipeline.
• EDUCATE our membership and partners as to ongoing
needs for each, the evolving economy, and to support the
alignment of education, business, and not for profits.
This month’s kick-off meeting included more than 40
organizations including school district from across Marathon
County, post-secondary institutions, corrections, notfor-profits serving a variety of populations and many from
workforce development. Also in attendance were member
businesses, large and small, from the manufacturing, health
care, finance and insurance, trades and commercial sectors.
Prior to the start of the meeting, you could hear the buzz
and engagement that accompanies the process of two or
more parties coming together to solve a problem.
The Workforce Hub is here for you as a member of
the Wausau Region Chamber of Commerce. You can
participate in this effort, it’s a member benefit to you. In
fact, it will serve you well as you seek out talent for your
organization and will connect you to potential business
opportunities as well.
Over the next two months, we will introduce a new
website and a variety of tools to aid you in your efforts to
locate workforce and to enhance your ability to enhance
commerce. In the meantime, if you have an interest in
getting involved in the Workforce Hub, please reach out to
Renae Krings, Talent Development Director at rkrings@
wausauchamber.com .
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Chamber News

Small Business of the Year
Award Finalists Named
The Wausau Region Chamber of Commerce
has announced the finalists for the 2017
Small Businesses of the Year Awards.
Seventeen businesses and organizations have
been named as finalists.
The Small Business of the Year Award
recognizes business growth, community
involvement, and innovative efforts in the
Wausau Region and is a part of the 2017
Small Business Week which will be held
from Monday, April 17 through Friday, April
21. Applications will be judged by a secret
committee and the recipients of this year’s
award will be named at the 2017 Small
Business of the Year Awards event to be held
from 7:30 a.m. to 9 a.m. on Tuesday, April
18 at Stoney Creek Hotel & Conference
Center in Rothschild. The cost for attending
this program is $35 online.
Melissa Langbehn and Mark McPherson
of WAOW Newsline 9 will host the awards
again this year.
The finalists in each of three categories are:
Business-to-Business category: Executive
Cleaning LLC, Spectrum Insurance Group
LLC – Weston
Business-to-Consumer category: Auto
Select Inc, Buska Retirement Solutions Inc,
City Grill An American Bistro, Clements
Insurance Agency Inc, Featherstone
Cabinetry and Design - Rothschild, Lightning
Lube Auto Care Center, Sconni’s Alehouse
& Eatery, Surgical Associates SC, Thunder
Lube and Service, U Paint & Party LLC
Charitable Non-Profit category:
Junior Achievement of Wisconsin Inc –
Northcentral District, Marathon County
Historical Society, MCDEVCO Inc, St
Vincent de Paul - Cabrini Conference, The

Open Door of Marathon County Inc
The recipients of the Small Business of
the Year Awards last year were Creative
Communication & Design Inc,
Griesbach Auto Service Inc and The
Center for the Visual Arts Inc.
These three recipients will host
open houses at their locations in
Wausau on Monday, April 17
from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Small Business Week will
wrap-up with a Small
Business of the Year
Recognition Ceremony
which will be held at
11:30 a.m. on Friday,
April 21 at City Grill
An American Bistro
in Wausau. Each of
the 2017 Small Business
of the Year recipients
will describe their paths to
success during this program.
The cost for attending this
program is $35 online.
The 2017 Small Business Week
is presented by Ruder Ware LLSC
and sponsored by The Business
News, The Dirks Group, Mallery
& Zimmerman SC, Midwest
Communications,
Peoples State Bank,
Riiser Energy, River
Valley Bank, Sam’s
Club, Schenck SC,
WAOW Newsline 9,
Wipfli LLP, Wisconsin
Public Service and
Yach’s Body & Custom.
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Chamber News

Coming up
Businesses,
individuals offer on our calendar:
ways to help
following tragedy
April 5: Ribbon cutting: Marathon County
Public Library
April 6: Business PM: Rasmussen College
April 18-21: Small Business Week

Our region was rocked last week by a series of tragic shootings.
The results of this terrible incident have changed many lives
forever.
What follows is a list of the various ways that you can help the
families of those involved:
Marathon Savings Bank has created a ‘Barclay & Look Family
Fund’ for the families of the two employees, Karen Barclay and
Dianne Look, who lost their lives on March 22. The bank has
contributed $30,000 to the fund. Contributions to the fund
can be made at marathonsavingsbank.com.
A benefit account has been established to help the families
of the victims through River Valley Bank and several media
partners including Charter Communications, Midwest
Communications, NRG Media, WSAW, WAOW and the
Wausau Daily Herald. River Valley Bank will match the first
$25,000 given by April 30. Donations can be made online,
dropped off at any River Valley Bank branch or mailed to
River Valley Bank, c/o Victims Family Fund, 327 N 17th Ave.,
Wausau, WI 54401.
Intercity State Bank has created a memorial fund for the family
of Detective Jason Weiland. Donations can be sent to Intercity
State Bank, c/o Weiland Memorial Fund, 2900 Schofield
Avenue, Weston WI 54476.
PGA Plumbing and Vortex Tool Company have pledged
$10,000 to the Victims Family Fund.
U Paint & Party is donating a percentage of all their April class
registrations to the Victims Family Fund.
Also, the Blood Center of Marathon County invites individuals
to schedule a donation and the United Way of Marathon
County invites anyone that has been impacted by the event to
call 2-1-1 for information and referrals to organizations that are
prepared to assist.

April 27: Ribbon cutting: Clark Dietz Inc

May 4: Business PM: Jalapenos Mexican
Restaurante & Bar LLC
May 10: The Branch Demo Day
May 19: Nothing But Networking
May 25: Regional Talent Summit
May 31: hype Summer Kick-off at the Wisconsin
Woodchucks’ Bullpen
For more information or to register for these
programs and events, visit wausauchamber.com.

Help us welcome the newest
Chamber members!
Support the regional economy - do business
with members.
Able Concrete Raising Inc
Cousineau Auto Inc
FreMarq Innovations Inc
Kelly Services Inc - Wausau
MBE Wealth Management
National Dental Academy
TK Images
These Hands Massage
Transport National
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Young entrepreneurs receive more
than $5,000 from investor panel
On Tuesday, March 21, a group of 13
young entrepreneurs received a total
of $5,250 at an exciting Investor Panel
event held at the Westwood Conference
Center. These investments will help the
students launch the businesses they
have developed during this school year
in the Young Entrepreneurs Academy
(YEA!) program. YEA! was brought to
the region in 2015 through a partnership
between the Wausau Region Chamber
of Commerce and the DC Everest Area
School District.
Since September 2016, this group of
students has been working hard to create
a dozen new businesses – real businesses
they plan to continue running after
graduation to help them achieve goals like
funding college and becoming life-long
entrepreneurs.
During the Investor Panel event, the
YEA! students pitched their business
plans to a panel of financial donors in
front of a live public audience. Their plans
had been developed over the last six
months with guidance from numerous
business leaders throughout the region.
The students intend to formally launch
their businesses to the public later this
year; the money received from the
panel is intended to assist them with
meeting this goal. Representatives from
local businesses made up a panel which
determined the amount of funds to
allocate to each student based upon the
appeal and viability of their plans and
presentations.
Malia Oluszcyk, a senior at the DC
Everest Idea School, secured the largest
investment of $1,250 at the Investor

Panel to grow her produce company,
Breezy Greens. Along with receiving the
largest investment, she was also selected
as a semifinalist for the National Saunders
Scholars competition. In May, Oluszcyk
will travel to Rochester, New York to
compete against other YEA! student
businesses from around the country for
hundreds of thousands of dollars in college
scholarships, a fast-track application
pass to apply to be on ABC’s Shark Tank
and an all-expenses paid trip to attend
America’s Small Business Summit in
Washington, DC courtesy of the United
States Chamber of Commerce.
Oluszcyk was joined at the event by
classmates John Belton, Simon Bocoun,
Payton Buchkowski, Aaliyah Edson,
Danica Groth, Shea Johnson, Roman
Maguire, Omolola Onitilo, Dylan
Rainville, Samantha Reede, Noah
Schwartz and John Zywicki. Videos of
each of their presentations can be viewed
on the Chamber’s YouTube channel.
The investor panel was made up of Kristin
Meliska and David Mayer of Greenheck,
Jeny Nieuwenhuis Hardel of REI
Engineering Inc, Erik Rajek of Byline Bank
– Small Business Capital, John Schult
of Cellcom, Shirley Wang of Marathon
Ginseng International and Jim Warsaw of
MCDEVCO Inc.
The event was presented by Greenheck
with supporting sponsors Byline Bank
– Small Business Capital, Cellcom,
MCDEVCO Inc, Marathon Ginseng
International and REI Engineering
Inc. YEA! is sponsored annually at the
platinum level by CGI and at the silver
level by M3 Insurance and the Village of
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Kronenwetter. Sun Printing Inc is the print
and marketing sponsor, while Domtar
is the paper sponsor. Opportunities are
still available in the YEA! program for
businesses who would like to demonstrate
their commitment to helping the next
generation of business leaders.
Next month, all 13 students will host
professional booths at the Business
EXPO at the Central Wisconsin
Convention + Expo Center on Thursday,
April 21 as part of the Wausau Region
Chamber of Commerce’s Small Business
Week. This event will serve as the official
launch of their business ideas into the
local business community. Attendees are
encouraged to stop by each booth to learn
more and support these entrepreneurs.
The Wausau Region Chamber of
Commerce partnered with the DC
Everest Area School District in 2015
to offer the Young Entrepreneurs
Academy (YEA!) to students in the
region. The inaugural class of 2015-16
created 11 businesses last year and their
presentations at an Investor Panel event
are also available on the Chamber’s
YouTube channel. DC Everest and the
Chamber have committed to running this
program through the 2017-2018 school
year, but its long-term success lies largely
with our local business community, whose
engagement is critical.
If you are interested in becoming a YEA!
sponsor or would like to learn more about
how to support the next generation of
entrepreneurs call 715-845-6231. Details
on the program, including additional
volunteer and sponsorship opportunities,
can be viewed on the Chamber’s site.

NEW THIS YEAR:

THE LAST
BUSINESS
FRONTIER
TUESDAY, APRIL 18

Members from all industries are invited to attend
this free program designed to inspire forwardthinking at businesses in the region.

STEVE TYINK,
Vice President of
Business Innovation,
Miron Construction
Co Inc

As business leaders today, we are faced with
very few options. Increased competition and
regulations, cost reductions, a lack of talent and
narrowed margins … what’s left? How can you
thrive in today’s ever changing and demanding
marketplace while setting your business apart
from the competition as the organization of
choice?
This high energy, interactive presentation
focuses on the revolutionary, breakthrough
methodology of customer attachment. Learn
how to design your experience … keeping your
customers and stakeholders captivated, hooked
and emotionally connected.

2017 SMALL BU
MONDAY, APRIL 17

LegisLators’ Forum:
Wisconsin’s WorkForce
chaLLenge

developers and
business owners
to recruit new
businesses and
grow current
employers.

Join Lt. Governor Rebecca Kleefisch and a panel
of state legislators to discuss how Wisconsin’s
state government is addressing the workforce
challenges currently facing our region.
The Lt. Governor’s presentation will outline the
various activities taking place around the state
to increase and improve Wisconsin’s workforce.
Audience members will have an opportunity to
ask questions directly to a panel of legislators
who represent Central Wisconsin to clarify
what they are doing this budget session to help
businesses grow and thrive.
Keynote Speaker: Rebecca Kleefisch is
Wisconsin’s 44th lieutenant governor,
serving since January 2011. A former small
business owner, Kleefisch developed the
annual Governor’s Small Business Summit.
She works frequently with economic

LT. GOVERNOR
REBECCA
KLEEFISCH

Invited Panelists:
Senator Jerry
Petrowski
Senator Tom Tiffany
Rep. Pat Snyder
Rep. John Spiros
Rep. Bob Kulp

Time:
11 am - 11:30 am – Check-In, Networking and
Lunch
11:30 am – 1 pm – Program
Location:
Stoney Creek Hotel & Conference Center
1100 Imperial Ave | Rothschild
Cost: $35 Online

2016 smaLL Business
oF the Year aWard
recipient open houses
Kick off Small Business Week with open
houses at the 2016 Small Business of
the Year Award recipients. Be sure to
visit all three open houses!
Time: 3 pm - 5 pm
Business-to-Business Award:
Creative Communication & Design Inc
3550 W Stewart Ave, Wausau
Business-to-Consumer Award:
Griesbach Auto Service
4302 Stewart Ave, Wausau
Charitable Non-Profit Award:
The Center for the Visual Arts Inc
427 N. 4th St, Wausau
Cost: Free - No registration required

Keynote Speaker: Steve Tyink has assisted in the creation of thought-leading,
innovative customer and patient experiences within many industry segments
including finance, health care, manufacturing, commercial office, education
and entertainment.
Time:
Noon to 12:30 pm – Check-In
12:30 pm – 3:30 pm – Program
Location:
Westwood Conference Center
1800 Westwood Center Blvd | Wausau
Cost: Free to members of the Wausau Region Chamber of Commerce.
Pre-registration is required.

REGISTER ONLINE AT WAUSAUCHAMBER.COM

USINESS WEEK
TUESDAY, APRIL 18

MONDAY, APRIL 17
TO FRIDAY, APRIL 21

THURSDAY, APRIL 20

2017 smaLL Business oF the Year aWards

smaLL Business
oF the Year
recognition
ceremonY

Join us as we recognize the finalists and announce the 2017 Small Business of the Year
Award recipients in the business-to-business, business-to-consumer and charitable
non-profit categories!
Time: 7:30 am – Check-In, Networking & Breakfast Buffet | 8 am – 9 am – Program
Location: Stoney Creek Hotel & Conference Center | 1100 Imperial Ave | Rothschild
Cost: $35 Online, $280 Reserved table of eight
Business-to-Business Award Finalists: Executive Cleaning LLC,
Spectrum Insurance Group LLC - Weston
Business-to-Consumer Award Finalists: Auto Select Inc., Buska Retirement Solutions Inc,
City Grill An American Bistro, Clements Insurance Agency Inc, Featherstone Cabinetry and
Design - Rothschild, Lightning Lube Auto Care Center, Sconni’s Alehouse & Eatery,
Surgical Associates SC, Thunder Lube, U Paint & Party LLC

A ‘can’t miss’ event! Take advantage of this
opportunity to grow your business network by
connecting with hundreds of exhibitors and
thousands of attendees. The largest business
tradeshow in Wisconsin!
Show your support for emerging entrepreneurs
by visiting the Young Entrepreneurs Academy
(YEA!) booths.

Time:
9 am - 10 am - Exhibitor-to-Exhibitor EXPO
10 am – 5:30 pm –Show Open to Public
Location:
Central Wisconsin Convention + Expo Center
10101 Market St | Rothschild
Cost:
Your business card or $10/person.
No pre-registration required to attend show.

Charitable Non-Profit Award Finalists:
Junior Achievement of Wisconsin Inc –
Northcentral District, Marathon County
Historical Society, MCDEVCO Inc,
St Vincent de Paul - Cabrini Conference,
The Open Door of Marathon County Inc

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19

Business eXpo set-up

Time:
9 am - 7 pm (Expo Center closes at 7 pm)
Location:
Central Wisconsin Convention + Expo Center
10101 Market St | Rothschild

Join in the celebration and wrap-up
of Small Business Week! Hear each
recipient’s story and how it led to
their successes.
Speakers:
The 2017 Small Business of the Year
Award Recipients
Time:
11:30 am – Check-In, Networking
& Lunch Buffet
Noon – 1 pm – Program
Location (facility sponsored by):
City Grill An American Bistro
203 Jefferson St | Wausau
Cost:
$35 Online
$280 Reserved table of eight

Melissa Langbehn and Mark McPherson
of WAOW Newsline 9 are the hosts of the
2017 Small Business of the Year Awards.

The 2016 Small
Business of the
Year Award
recipients
were Creative
Communication
& Design Inc,
top, the Center
for the Visual
Arts Inc, middle,
and Griesbach
Auto Service,
bottom.

FRIDAY,
APRIL 21

eXpo Business pm
The Chamber’s largest networking event of the
year! Develop new business relationships and
strengthen existing ones while enjoying all-youcan-eat appetizers and beverages from 2510
Restaurant, Buffalo Wild Wings - Wausau, Bull Falls
Brewery LLC, CJ’s Catering of Wausau, Central
Beer Distributors Inc, Culligan - Sterling Water Inc,
Dickey’s Barbecue Pit - Wausau, Ed & Sharon’s
Restaurant & Catering, El Tequila Salsa LLC,

Fabiano Brothers - Wisconsin LLC, Lil’ Ole
Winemaker Shoppe LLC, Mid-Wisconsin Beverage
Inc, Noodles & Company- Wausau, Stevens Point
Brewery, Thrive Foodery LLC, Trigs - Wausau
Time: 6 pm* – 8 pm (7 pm – Prize Drawings)
Location: Stoney Creek Hotel & Conference
Center | 1100 Imperial Ave | Rothschild
Cost: $10 Online | $20 Day of Event at the Door

*Skip the line! Check-in at the EXPO Information Center during the Business EXPO.

715.845.6231
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Ribbon cuttings
Ribbon cutting ceremonies
were held at (clockwise
from top) U Paint & Party
on Feb. 21, Prosper Wealth
Management on Feb. 23,
The Center for the Visual
Arts on March 3 and PC
Portal LLC on March 28.
To view more photos and
video from ribbon cuttings,
‘like’ our Facebook page and
follow our Twitter account.
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Member News
Wisconsin Kenworth
receives the 2016
Kenworth Dealer
of the Year award

Greenheck honored
with Manufacturer
of the Year award

Greenheck was selected as the 2016 Wisconsin Manufacturer of the Year in
Milwaukee on February 23 by an independent panel of judges representing
industry, education, and the public sector. This is the third time Greenheck has
received the Wisconsin Manufacturer of the Year Award in the Mega Category
where the state’s largest corporations compete. The company was also recognized
for this prestigious award in 2004 and 2012.
“What an honor it is to be selected Manufacturer of the Year in a state that’s known
for being home to so many quality manufacturers,” said Jim McIntyre, president
and CEO of The Greenheck Group. “We are humbled to have been selected from
a group of outstanding nominees. It is a very special honor for all of our employees
and a tribute to their extraordinary talents, efforts and contributions. We’re blessed,
too, with forward-looking owners who continue to support our worldwide growth
initiatives by investing in manufacturing improvements, product development and
innovative thinking.”
Greenheck’s broad line of ventilation equipment is available around the world and
includes fans and ventilators, centrifugal and vane axial units, make-up air units,
energy recovery ventilators, packaged ventilation systems, indoor air handlers,
dampers, louvers, kitchen ventilation systems, and laboratory exhaust systems. The
company employs 2,053 in Wisconsin.
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Wisconsin Kenworth received the
2016 Kenworth Dealer of the Year
Award for the United States and
Canada at the Kenworth Dealer
Meeting held recently in Indian Wells,
California. It marks the second time
in the past four years that Wisconsin
Kenworth was chosen for the coveted
award.
“Wisconsin Kenworth has a culture
of exceeding customer expectations
in every aspect of our business
relationships. Our belief is that if
we do that well, sales take care of
themselves,” emphasized Jim Moeller,
CEO of CSM Companies, Wisconsin
Kenworth’s parent company. CSM
operates 15 Kenworth dealerships
in Wisconsin, Michigan, Texas, and
Nebraska.
Three Wisconsin Kenworth dealerships
(Green Bay, Madison and Milwaukee)
have achieved the Kenworth
PremierCare Gold Certified status
as a result of these customer support
efforts.
“Wisconsin Kenworth successfully
uses the formula of an excellent
product offering. represented by
The World’s Best trucks, combined
with outstanding support and
dedicated employees to achieve high
customer satisfaction,” said Mike
Dozier, Kenworth general manager
and PACCAR vice president.
Congratulations to The World’s Best
Dealer for 2016.”

Metro News

Each month, Wisconsin Central Time NEWS
brings you insightful articles, updates, and
events about the issues being discussed and
the goals being achieved by Marathon County
government.
Check out the latest articles from Wisconsin
Central Time NEWS — now in a mobilefriendly format — to see how county officials
and employees are working to make Marathon
County a great place to work, play, live, and do
business.
Subscribe at
www.WisconsinCentralTimeNEWS.com.

A STORM
IS BREWING ...
and we’ve organized a regional talent summit
to prepare you before it hits.

CREEK HOTEL &
THURSDAY, MAY 25 | 8 AM TO 1 PM | STONEY
CONFERENCE CENTER, ROTHSCHILD

TOPICS: Grow your own talent | Non-traditional sources of talent | Talent attraction
For registration or sponsorship information, contact your local Chamber of Commerce.
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ICYMI:

(In Case You Missed It)
The Economic Outlook: Wisconsin’s Economy and the Labor Market program, top,
was held on March 7. Prosper Wealth Management hosted a Business PM on March 9,
right, and the Boy Scouts of America hosted a
Business PM on March 23, below. Exhibitors
at the Business EXPO 2017 gathered to learn
how to best participate in the event on March
14, below right.
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The Boson Company Inc, with offices in Marshfield and
Wausau, submitted the low bid of $2,455,500 of the eight
submitting general contractors for the Town of Minocqua’s new
fire station. The volunteer fire department, with approximately
40 members, has outgrown the current station built in the
1970’s. Construction on the new 14,000 square foot fire
station is scheduled to begin in April and be completed in late
November.

FACEC (Chairman, President and CEO); Charles Craddock,
PE (Executive Vice President and COO); Jerry Payonk, PE
(Executive Vice President); Hans Peterson, PE (Senior Vice
President/Treasurer); Al Staron, PE (Senior Vice President/
Secretary); Nancy Hiner (Senior Vice President); Mustafa Emir,
PhD, PE (Vice President); Wes Christmas, PE (Vice President/
Assistant Treasurer); and Jon Howaniec, PHR (Vice President).

The Central Wisconsin Water Ski Show Team’s Float the Boat
20 year anniversary celebration and fundraiser was a success.
Almost 300 people attended the March 4th event at the Great
Dane Pub & Brewing Company. Over 70 local businesses
and individuals donated high quality items for the raffles and
auction. “We are blown away by the tremendous support of the
attendees, area businesses, alumni and Water Walker families
and friends.” said Janelle Gokey, show director. The non-profit
group, also known as the Water Walkers, has been providing
free family-friendly water ski shows in the Central Wisconsin
area since 1997. Money raised will be used toward the eventual
purchase of a new boat.
Clark Dietz Inc has announced the
election of two new shareholders: Tonia
Speener, PE, and Sean Marzano, PE. The
additions reflect the firm’s commitment
to recognizing the contributions of staff
members who demonstrate a strong work
ethic, a commitment to clients, and a
dedication to the betterment of the firm.
Tonia Speener
“Every year, we are proud to welcome a few
exceptional members of our staff to our
shareholder group,” said John Boldt, CEO.
“Those elected exemplify the dedication,
professionalism, and commitment to serving
our clients that form the cornerstones of
our business. It is a great privilege to have
these individuals vested in the success of our
firm.” The company also announced that
Sean Marzano
Sean Widener, PE, and Stacie Dovalovsky,
PE have been elected to the firm’s 2017
Board of Directors. “Both Sean and Stacie are highly competent
and dedicated individuals. They have demonstrated their deep
commitment to our profession, our clients, and the future of our
firm.” said Boldt. “They will be strong additions to our leadership
team.” Re-elected board members include: John Boldt, PE,

A major milestone was reached at DigiCOPY in January, when,
after only ten months, the millionth piece of direct mail was printed
and processed for distribution. The Stevens Point-based digital
printer began mailing services in March, 2016. Ripon College,
one of over 150 companies/organizations utilizing DigiCOPY’s
online ordering system, was the lucky customer whose printed/
mail piece clicked “one million” on the counter. “Direct mail is a
powerful tool and we have the capabilities to handle entire mailing
projects from start to finish.” said Craig Shuler, DigiCOPY
President/CEO.
Photizo Group has recognized EO Johnson Business
Technologies as a leader in managed print services. EO Johnson
was one of 11 independent channel partners that Photizo
Group selected to participate in the 2016 Leaders Index for
MPS Channel Partners, based on demonstrated leadership in
MPS. This is the fourth year EO Johnson has been selected.
“This recognition from the Photizo Group is a tremendous
honor,” said Steve Cain, print management director for EO
Johnson Business Technologies. “We are continuously working
to expand the level of professional services our team delivers as
part of an assessment. ”
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Member News
Independent Printing Co Inc has been named to Printing screening call 715-387-5245 or 800-782-8581, ext. 7-5245,
Impressions Magazine’s ‘400’ list for 2016, a list which to reserve an appointment.
identifies the leading printing companies in the United
States and Canada as determined by annual sales volume.
Independent’s ranking is number 140, a 13 place jump over
2015. Independent Printing, which consists of Independent
Printing, Independent Folders, Independent Checks and
Hayes Graphics (a large format printer in Mosinee), had sales
of $35.03 million for the reporting period. “Our success is the
direct result of the exceptional work done by many talented
people here at Independent,” said Brian Tilot, general manager.
“We take great pride in helping our customers succeed, which
can be seen in our attention to detail in the printing we provide,
our commitment to customer service, and our desire to build
strong relationships with the people we work with.”
The Marathon County Historical Society will present ‘Rural
Electrification in Central Wisconsin’ as its next History Speaks
topic at 2 p.m. on April 30 at the Woodson History Center,
410 McIndoe St., Wausau. Gary Gisselman will discuss the
many ways rural life changed as electricity moved onto the
farm. Federal and state advancements brought electricity to
the rural areas of central Wisconsin in the first half of the 20th
century, forever changing the way people lived and worked.
Gary Gisselman will trace the developments that opened the
way for electrification outside the cities. The Marathon County
Historical Society will also present ‘Preserving Your Family’s
Papers, Photos and Textiles’ as its next History Speaks topic at
2 p.m. on May 7 at the Woodson History Center, 410 McIndoe
St., Wausau. Curators Linda Forbess and Kathy Volkmann
will discuss best practices for caring for and preserving your
family’s treasured papers, photographs and textiles. There
is no admission fee for either event, however, donations are
appreciated. Registration is not required. The Historical Society
is grateful to Janke Book Store and to Compass Properties LLC
for their sponsorship of the History Speaks series.
In recognition of Oral Cancer Awareness Month, Marshfield
Clinic, 1000 N. Oak Ave., Marshfield, will offer free oral cancer
screenings and oral cancer vaccination from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
on April 21. Oral cancer is not a rare disease. Approximately
49,670 people in the U.S. in 2017 will be diagnosed with oral
cavity and oropharyngeal cancers, according to the American
Cancer Society. An estimated 9,700 people will die of these
cancers. Oral cancer can often be identified early, and with
early detection, survival rates are high and side effects from
treatment are at their lowest. To participate in the oral cancer

Mike Daniel, left, Auer Steel vice-president of sales and marketing; Frank Romano, Auer Steel director of sales for Wisconsin;
Kurt Wendt, Merrill Sheet Metal Works owner and president;
Lori Wendt, Merrill Sheet Metal Works office manager; Mike
Ninnemann, Merrill Sheet Metal Works sales manager; Mike
Curtes, Auer Steel president and Joe Curtes, Auer Steel executive
vice-president.

Merrill Sheet Metal Works Inc was recently named to the
2017 Circle of Champions by Bryant Heating and Cooling
Systems. “We couldn’t achieve success without dealers like
Merrill Sheet Metal Works who have adopted the Bryant
Whatever It Takes philosophy to market, sell, install and ensure
our heating and cooling products are running at the optimal
level. We’re proud to honor Merrill Sheet Metal Works in our
Circle of Champions this year.” said Don Roberts, National
Sales Manager, Bryant. The Circle of Champions is awarded
based on a dealership’s “steadfast commitment to quality,
their unwavering commitment to customer satisfaction, and
their high level of performance that truly defines them as an
elite Bryant Factory Authorized Dealer.” This year, less than
1.5% of Bryant Factory Authorized Dealers throughout the
U.S. and Canada qualified for and were named to the Circle of
Champions. “We’re honored to receive the award,” stated Kurt
Wendt, president and owner of Merrill Sheet Metal Works.
“We couldn’t have done it without all of our customers and our
team of technicians, installers and office personnel.” The award
was handed out by Auer Steel & Heating Supply Company,
regional distributor of Bryant products, during the Annual
Bryant Dealer Meeting at the Harley-Davidson Museum in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin on February 8.
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Member News
Peoples State Bank welcomes Senior
Personal Banker Ryan Kellenberger,
NMLS #1608298, to its Wausau – Stewart
Avenue location. Kellenberger brings over
nine years of experience in community
banking to Peoples. He will help customers
choose products that best fit their needs,
from checking and savings accounts to
Ryan Kellenberger consumer loans and home equity lines of
credit. “My goal is to make my customers
feel comfortable and welcome, usually by getting them to smile,”
he said. “Communication is key to any relationship, and I will listen
to our customers to learn their needs or concerns so I can be the
most helpful.” Kellenberger resides in Schofield with his wife and
their three children. He serves on the committee for ChalkFest
in Wausau, and has also coached youth and high school soccer in
Wausau.

Relations Summit in Washington, D.C.
The scholarship, which was awarded by
the Wisconsin Bankers Association in
partnership with ABA, was just one of two
awarded to Wisconsin bankers. The Forum
focuses on growing the industry’s future
leaders through professional development,
empowerment and bank advocacy. “I am
Leif Christianson
excited to represent the Wisconsin Bankers
Association, and honored to receive this
scholarship from the American Bankers Association,” said
Christianson. “Community banks are at the center of economic
development to the markets we serve; we invest in local businesses
and residents to help communities thrive. I hope to come back
from this summit with even more ways to contribute to our
community and our bank.”

Peoples State Bank is giving back to the local community with
Chief Operations Officer Leif Christianson of Peoples State their recent donation of property to the Marathon City 2020
Bank, received a scholarship to attend the American Bankers Ltd organization. The donation consists of their 1,800 squareAssociation’s Emerging Leaders Forum and Government foot former branch office building and lot at the corner of Second
and Main streets in Marathon which they vacated in 2012. Until
recently, the Marathon City 2020 board had been granted
permission from Peoples State Bank to utilize the building as the
temporary home for the Marathon City Heritage Center until a
permanent site could be secured. The property donation will now
allow Marathon City 2020 to permanently house the Marathon
City Heritage Center at 301 Main St., and collect cultural and
historical assets at the site, including artifacts, data, memorabilia,
photos and apparel. “The property donation is an important aspect
of our commitment to support the communities where we work
and live,” said Peter Knitt, president and CEO of Peoples State
Bank. “It builds on our commitment to neighborhood stabilization,
as well as our longstanding support for growth and development in
the Village of Marathon.”
Peoples State Bank conducted a free seminar for homebuyers
on March 8. This is the second year that Peoples has offered this
seminar. Attendees learned about the home buying process, the
benefits of owning versus renting, how to determine the home
they can afford, the importance of credit scores and ratios,
and how home financing and the loan process work. “Buying
a home is the biggest purchase most people will ever make. It’s
important to learn about home financing to help prepare you
for what could potentially be a complicated process,” said Jeff
Saxton, vice president of mortgage lending.
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THIS IS NOT A NORMAL
CLASS PROJECT.
THIS IS NOT YOUR
AVERAGE INTERNSHIP.
Students participating in The Branch will be paired with business
mentors to innovate solutions to real-world projects.

“By partnering businesses and fledgling
entrepreneurs, The Branch will prepare
entrepreneurs for success while
solving real world problems.”

“What we have in The Branch is our
future. The Branch will develop the
future entrepreneurial leaders in our
community.”

“When a student has a chance to work
on a strategic project for a top 50
insurance company, you can bet that
will be noticed on a resume.”

- Kimberly Reed,
Northcentral Technical College faculty

- Dr. Lori Weyers, President
of Northcentral Technical College

-Richard Poirier, President and CEO
of Church Mutual Insurance Company

To become a supporter of or to submit an innovation challenge to The Branch,
contact Renae Krings at rkrings@wausauchamber.com or 715-848-5942.

Member News
and residential projects. Construction manager, David Jellings
said, “We are happy to have Dave in this role with his skill set
and experience adding depth and leadership to our division.
His comprehensive oversight of our projects will ensure we are
meeting our quality standards. Dave brings vast knowledge of
commercial construction which will help us grow this segment
of our business. He will also be an asset as we continue process
improvements as we expand our company.”

Peoples State Bank received the 2016 Governor’s Financial
Literacy Award as selected by the Governor’s Council on
Financial Literacy. Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker presented
the award to Peoples State Bank CFO Scott Cattanach in a
midday ceremony in the Governor’s Conference Room at
the capitol earlier this month. The Financial Literacy Award
is given each year for efforts to “enhance the personal
financial knowledge and skills” of citizens of all ages across
the state. Criteria considered during the screening process
included innovative implementation, measurable results,
collaboration with partners, and a focus on need-based groups,
per information supplied by the Governor’s office. “Our
bank is successful only if our communities are successful,”
said Cattanach. “We have an obligation to support our
communities through volunteerism. In fact, we request that all
employees volunteer, and we even tie in year-end incentives
for volunteering,” he continued. In 2016, the 170 Peoples State
bank employees logged 8,697 volunteer hours, an average of
more than 51 hours per employee per year, according to Kari
Solomonson, VP-Retail Team Leader. Employees determine
where they wish to volunteer, and a large portion of those hours
were served in financial literacy programs.
SC Swiderski LLC welcomed David Gliniecki in the newly
created role of senior project manager for the Construction
Division. David will oversee commercial and multifamily projects.
He will also work on process improvement for the division.
Dave has seventeen years of experience in construction design
and project management. He received a Bachelor of Science
degree from ITT-Green Bay in Construction Management
and an Associate degree in architectural/residential design and
drafting from Northcentral Technical College. In addition to
drafting and estimating experience, Dave has diverse expertise
as a project manager for agricultural, industrial, commercial

SC Swiderski LLC has completed the fourth and final building
at Mill Street Estates in Eagle River. The 12 unit apartment
building opened for tenants on March 1. SCS Construction
designed and built the project. The project manager on the site
was Tim Koch. April Pankow served as project administrator
and the site superintendent was Sarah Fischer-Utecht. “It has
been a pleasure working with the City of Eagle River during
our construction process and we are excited to have such a
beautiful site for our apartment homes. The area is serene and
relaxing for our tenants, just off the beaten path but close to
downtown and is a fantastic place to call home. We want to
thank the individuals who assisted us along the way to make this
site a success,” said April Pankow.

CENTRAL
TIME
2017-2018
Relocation
Guide

Ad Positions Available!

Our annual Central Time publication
is part of an ongoing effort to attract
both people and businesses to our
region. Don’t miss this unique
opportunity to shape the impression
prospective and new residents have
of your business by advertising in our
next edition, printing in May 2017.
The printed version of this
relocation guide will be displayed at
local, high-traffic locations such as
waiting rooms, restaurants and public
areas. The online version will be found
on the Chamber’s website and will
include links to all advertisers’ websites.

To reserve an advertisement in our next edition,
visit wausauchamber.com or contact marketing
manager Brian Otten at 715-848-5947 or
botten@wausauchamber.com by April 1, 2017.

Rates:
Full Page - $600
Bleed - 9” x 11.5”
Print size - 8.5” x 11”

Half Page - $400
Quarter Page - $300
Horizontal - 7.5” x 4.75” 3.5” x 4.75”
Vertical - 3.5” x 10”
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Business Card - $150
3.5” x 2.25”

Member News
The Samuels Group Inc has announced
the promotion of Jesse Daul to general
superintendent. In Daul’s new position, he
will manage field operations for projects
throughout the Midwest. Additional
responsibilities include assisting with
functions relative to field operations
such as human resources, accounting,
Jesse Daul
and marketing. He will also coordinate
activities
involving
tradespeople,
professionals, and laborers. Since joining The Samuels Group
in 1997, Daul has accomplished many roles in the company
including estimator, project manager, and superintendent
and has been involved with a variety of projects including the
Greenheck Fieldhouse, Ames Public Library, Peoples State
Bank, Sacred Heart Hospital, and Executive Place.

recognized as a Level 3 school more than 10 percent of the
school’s students must take AP exams and more than 60
percent of those test-takers must receive a score of 3 or higher.

The selection committee for the Herb
Kohl Educational Foundation Scholarship,
Fellowship, and Leadership Program
announced recipients of the 2107 Herb
Kohl Foundation awards. Brent Zinkel,
social studies teacher at Wausau East High
School, is a 2017 Kohl Fellowship recipient.
Fellowship recipients are chosen for their
Brent Zinkel
superior ability to inspire a love of learning
in their students, their ability to motivate
others, and for their leadership and service within and outside
the classroom. Zinkel, who has been teaching at East High since
2005, will be honored by philanthropist and businessman Herb
The school-based enterprises at Wausau West and Wausau Kohl at a regional recognition luncheon on April 22, in Green Bay.
East high schools were among 360 school-based enterprises
in the United States to achieve Gold Level Certification or
Olivia Rasmussen, a senior at Wausau East
Re-certification this year and will be recognized at DECA’s
High School, received the 2017 DECA
International Career Development Conference in Anaheim,
Emerging Leader Honor Award. The award
California. Wausau West students Alexa Sheehan and Brandon
recognizes students studying marketing,
Thorson, with assistance from advisor Carl Hert, worked on
finance, hospitality, and management
the Gold Level Re-certification for the school store, West
and for being an academically prepared,
Side Connection. Wausau East’s school store, The Jack
community oriented, professionally
Shack, achieved Gold Level Certification for the first time
responsible, experienced leader through
Olivia Rasmussen participation in DECA. Award recipients
in the school’s history. Store manager Caleb Moses, with
assistance from advisor Ann Ross, dedicated months of hard
must be a DECA member in his/her
work to the certification project. A school-based enterprise is senior year of high school with a cumulative grade point
an entrepreneurial operation in a school setting that provides average of 3.2 or better for each of the high school semesters.
goods and services to meet the needs of the market. SBEs The DECA chapter advisor at Wausau East is Ann Ross. Olivia
are managed and operated by students as hands-on learning is the daughter of Kari Rasmussen and Ian Rasmussen.
laboratories that integrate National Curriculum Standards in
Marketing, Finance, Hospitality and Management. Marketing Restaurants in Wausau’s River District are gearing up to bring back
educators and DECA advisors have utilized this effective Downtown Wausau Dining Week on April 17 through April 21.
educational tool for over four decades to provide their students Diners will have the opportunity to sample several three-course
with realistic and practical learning experiences that reinforce price-fix menus from 13 participating restaurants. The three
classroom instruction, enhance 21st century skill development, course menus range from $7 to $12 for lunch, and $10 to $35
for dinner, depending on the restaurant. Participating restaurants
and prepare students for college and careers.
include 319 Bistro, Allister Deacon’s LLC, Back When Café,
Wausau West High School was recognized by the Wisconsin Chatterbox, City Grill, La Prima LLC, J Gumbo’s, Jalapeno’s
Advanced Placement Advisory Council as a Level 3 Pacesetter Mexican Restaurante & Bar LLC, Malarkey’s/Townie’s Grill, The
School in Advanced Placement during the 2015-2016 school Mint Cafe Inc, Polito’s Pizza, Rosati’s, and Peking. “The main
year. Pacesetter schools provide impressive student access objectives of Downtown Wausau Dining Week are to show off
to AP courses and post excellent AP exam scores. To be the talent and diversity of downtown restaurants.” said Tyler Vogt.
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Chamber Member
Appreciation
Night

We invite members of the Wausau Region Chamber
of Commerce to enjoy the Woodchucks game on Friday, June 16
at Chamber Member Appreciation Night.
Special chamber member package
Reserved seat ticket
Voucher good for a hot dog and soda
$10.50 per package
Vs.

Friday, June 16 featuring amazing Post-Game Fireworks!

How do I buy my ticket package?
Go online to woodchucks.com and click buy tickets
Enter the promo code (Chamber17)
Select the seats you want in section 204
Select pick up at Will Call or E-Mail for ticket delivery
Checkout
If you don’t want to purchase tickets online, would like to purchase tickets as a group or have
questions about the event, contact: Traci at 715.845.5055 ext. 102 or traci@woodchucks.com

: Your Ticket Home for the Summer

Member News
In 1917, a small group of Wisconsinites gathered at the
Madison home of University of Wisconsin - Madison
Physics Professor Earle Terry to witness the launch of
public broadcasting in the state. There was no fanfare;
there were no crowds, just a small group of scientists and
students who were committed to using new technologies
to enhance life across the state — a commitment that
remains at the heart of everything Wisconsin Public
Radio and Wisconsin Public Television do to this day. “By
all accounts, we’re the oldest public radio station in the
nation and one of the oldest continuously broadcasting
radio stations of any kind in the country — we’re even
older than the BBC,” noted Mike Crane, director of WPR.
“When Terry demonstrated voice and music broadcasting
in 1917, he was really introducing a significant change in
how the world would share information and connect, and it
continues to be life changing to this day.” Over the years,
as WPR and WPT built a statewide network of stations
to ensure equal access to information and education,
they also connected the state like never before. Those
connections and a belief that Wisconsinites should have
access not just to listen, but to also talk to each other,
led to the creation of the Ideas Network in the 1990s.
WPR and WPT are celebrating 100 years of public
broadcasting in Wisconsin with a series of special events
around the state, special broadcast promotions, and a
centennial microsite that includes an interactive timeline
(with historic photos, audio and video) and a place where
anyone can share their stories.

and will be open for all home games to single game buyers
or small groups. “We were looking to develop an area
in the ballpark with great atmosphere and the feel of a
Sunday afternoon barbecue with friends,” said Wisconsin
Woodchucks President & General Manager Ryan Treu.
“The bullpen will be a fun area where guest can enjoy a
really great beer and relax with friends. This space in the
stadium gives fans an additional place for entertainment
during games.” The Woodchucks partnered with RE-VI
Design to design and build the space, which will feature
a completely redeveloped Leinie’s Lodge and concession
stand while adding new uniquely designed pergola roofs
and tables to enjoy the area. The bullpen will also include
outdoor games; including a Ping-Pong table, beanbag toss
and foosball as a unique twist to watching a Woodchucks
baseball game. Woodchucks owner, Mark Macdonald said,
“The Bullpen will be a great place for friends or business
associates to meet after work and enjoy a baseball game
in a relaxed environment that is designed for socializing.”

The Women’s Community Inc has a variety of events
planned in April to highlight sexual violance as a major
public health, human rights and social justice issue. Events
include Teal Tuesdays throughout the month, a Butterfly
Art Project at the Center for the Visual Arts Inc on April
12 through April 29, an award ceremony recognizing
outstanding achievement in supporting sexual assault
victims on April 12, a film screening on April 18 at the
Marathon County Public Library, Hands Around the
Courthouse on April 21, Denim Day on April 26 and a
The Wisconsin Woodchucks recently announced the latest concert on April 28 at Koo Coo’s Nest Comedy Club.
addition to Athletic Park, The Bullpen, which plans to open For more information about these events, please contact
in time for the first game of the season. Located down the Jessica at The Women’s Community at 715-842-5663 or
first baseline, The Bullpen will occupy 6,500 square feet jessica@womenscommunity.org.
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Wausau Region
Chamber of Commerce

LEADERSHIP
EXCELLENCE

Create Confidence
Create Change
Create Community
2017 - 2018 Session
Leadership Excellence will lead participants down the road to
success, achievement and goal fulfillment. It is an interactive
leadership program designed to develop your professional and
personal self, based on your strengths.

For more information or to register, visit wausauchamber.com or call 715-845-6231

Technology News

App review: Hit the road with Waze
If you’re on the road a lot, navigation
apps are probably already among your
top used items on your smartphone.
While native apps like Maps on iOS
and Google Maps for Android or iOS
have been the long-time staples, the
crowd-sourced traffic app Waze is worth
consideration.
Waze is the world’s largest communitybased traffic and navigation app. It
features the turn-by-turn directions and
search functions you’d expect from any
navigation app, but also lets users share
real-time traffic and road information
to help alert other drivers of accidents,
road closures and other hazards on the

road. These user alerts are then factored
in when calculating your fastest route
and estimated time of arrival, and if
possible the app will route you around
an incident so you can make it to your
destination without delay.
Even if you know where you are going,
it can be beneficial to run Waze to both
contribute to the community and hear
about any issues in real-time. The app
uses your speed and location to report
back to the servers and identify traffic
slowdowns.
Additionally, you can add friends
with in Waze. This allows you to share
your estimated time of arrival when

meeting up and sync up arrival times.
Other community features include
community-powered gas price listings
and information on local businesses.
Waze is available for free on Android
and iOS. As with any time you’re
behind the wheel, safety should be the
number one priority. If you use Waze,
set your location before driving to avoid
distraction and interact with the app
only when it is safe to do so.
Cellcom is an innovative wireless company
that provides nationwide service for its
customer base throughout Wisconsin and
Michigan, with more than 50 retail and
agent locations.

hype names leadership team
The Wausau Region Chamber of
Commerce’s initiative for young
professionals, hype, has named its
executive team for 2017-2018.
Adam Karcz is the chairperson of
hype. Karcz lives in Hatley with his
wife and is a graduate of WittenbergBirnamwood High School. Karcz
obtained his undergraduate degree
from UW-Stevens Point, and is
pursuing his MBA from UWOshkosh. Karcz is currently a home
lender for River Valley Bank and a
member of United Way’s Emerging
Leaders and Junior Achievement.
Corey Barnes is the chair-elect
for hype. Barnes is originally from
Onalaska and attended school in

Adam Karcz

Corey Barnes

Holmen. Barnes is a graduate of
Western Wisconsin Technical College
in La Crosse and has worked for
Associated Bank since 2006. Barnes
is the branch manager for Associated
Bank’s Weston/Schofield location
and serves as the chair for the bank’s
young professionals group. Barnes
is married with two children and is
active in the Everest Area Optimist
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group, Cub Scouts and United Way’s
Emerging Leaders. Barnes was also an
honoree in Daily Herald Media’s 20
Under 40 in 2016.
For more information on hype
visit WausauChamber.com or
contact Renae Krings at rkrings@
wausauchamber.com or 715-8485942.

SWITCH TO CELLCOM
AND GET YOUR

FIRST MONTH OF SERVICE
WHEN YOU SIGN A FLEX AGREEMENT

···························································

$150 OFF
FLEX PRICING!
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1.800.236.0055

www.cellcom.com
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facebook.com/cellcom

Any Retail Location

Offer valid 3/2/17 through 5/3/17 or while supplies last. No rain checks. Activation at time of service, service agreement and credit approval required. New line activation and qualified upgrade required. A line set up fee and early termination fee may apply. If applicable,
the early termination fees may be reduced proportionately to the remaining months of the term of the agreement. Universal Service Fund (USF) and regulatory and other recovery fees charged on all service lines. An E911 fee or Police & Fire Protection Fee is charged on
all service lines. Taxes, fees and surcharges vary and are subject to change without notice. See retail location or www.cellcom.com/fees for details. Promotion offer subject to change. Visit www.cellcom.com/save for details $150 off: Purchase of a new device with a flex
agreement and smartphone data subscription required. Credit applied as a discount off original purchase price and reflected in monthly installments. One Month Free: New consumer accounts with flex agreement required. Eligible customers receive a one time credit for
line access and a maximum of 3GB per line for data usage. 15 Day Guarantee: If within 15 days you are not completely satisfied with Cellcom’s wireless service, pay for the services you have used and return the equipment in acceptable condition. Other restrictions apply.
See store for details. Trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners.
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