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From thinking to knowing: The importance of planning
By David Eckmann, President/CEO
s we move through
the summer months
at the Chamber, we
approach the close of our fiscal
year at the end of August. Over
the coming months, our staff,
board of directors, and members
will help evaluate this year’s
progress in line with our strategic
plan. This analysis will help our
organization, which is your organization, to develop the
annual budget and activities for the coming program year.
For any organization, be it business, government or not for
profit, the evaluation of budgets, processes, programs and
personnel is critically important to set the course for the
future.

A

Complementing our planning efforts for the coming
year, the Chamber is also engaged in the re-accreditation
process with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. Currently,
the Wausau Region Chamber of Commerce is a 4-star
accredited chamber. According to the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce, “In order to receive Accreditation, a chamber
must meet minimum standards in their operations and programs, including areas of governance, government affairs
and technology.”
Only 3% of the chambers of commerce in the country are
accredited. The accreditation process is important because
it allows our organization to evaluate against industry standards and benchmark to similar organizations throughout

the country.
As we head towards the 2018-19 program year, ensuring
the Wausau Region Chamber of Commerce is operating at
effective and efficient levels is imperative. Resources, in the
manner of time and money, must be directed and aligned
to ensure our team meets the mission ‘to strengthen our
member businesses and enhance our community by building business success.’ Of further importance is the role that
the Chamber will play, along with MCDEVCO, to coalesce
a breadth of community stakeholders (business, industry,
not-for-profits, K16 education and government) to create
a vision and strategic economic development plan for the
greater Marathon County region.
Regional communities (the greater Wausau/Marathon
County area), much like business organizations, must take
collective stock of their strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats (SWOT analysis) through a process of
discovery and then set a course of measurable actions to
leverage opportunities and mitigate threats. As stated in my
previous columns, there are communities like ours across
Wisconsin developing and executing impactful economic
development strategies.
After nearly seven months of discussions with stakeholders,
the greater Wausau region is entering an exciting time.
Soon, our region will begin efforts to develop a strategic
economic development plan that will address both the
metropolitan and rural area of our community. As the process moves forward, please know that there will be multiple
opportunities for you to be involved in setting our course.
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Sen. Jerry Petrowski receives WEDA’s
‘Champion of Economic Development’ Award
The Wisconsin Economic Development
Association (WEDA) recently
presented Sen. Jerry Petrowski
(R-Marathon) with the 2018
“Champion of Economic Development”
Award for his support of policies to
drive economic growth and prosperity
in Wisconsin. The award was presented
at the Wausau Region Chamber of
Commerce.
The award is presented to state
legislators who exemplify WEDA’s
mission of promoting economic
development and have shown a
commitment to making Wisconsin a
better place to live, work and do business
through policies that advance economic
growth. Sen. Petrowski earned the
‘Champion of Economic Development’
designation through his support of
pro-economic development legislation
during the 2017-18 legislative session.
“Senator Jerry Petrowski was a
champion on numerous legislative issues
to help foster economic prosperity and
create new opportunities for growth
in Wisconsin,” said Brian Doudna,
WEDA Executive Director. “The
Wisconsin Economic Development
Association and our members are
excited to recognize Sen. Petrowski as a
‘Champion of Economic Development’
for his work at the Capitol.”
WEDA is presenting the award to
20 state lawmakers who exhibited
an exceptional commitment to
growing Wisconsin’s economy based
on several factors, including voting
record, sponsorship of legislation and
responsiveness to critical economic
development issues during the 2017-18

Senator Jerry Petrowski, center, was named a ‘Champion
for Economic Development’ by WEDA on June 7.
session.
“Senator Petrowski made it a priority
to support policies that promote
economic activity, business growth and
job creation for communities across
Wisconsin,” said Michael Welsh, WEDA
Legislative Affairs Director. “We
appreciate his dedication to these key
issues and look forward to working with
him in the future.”
For over 40 years, WEDA has been
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dedicated to expanding Wisconsin’s
economy through advocacy, education
and providing resources to promote
economic growth. WEDA is a statewide
trade association comprised of
economic development professionals,
businesses and organizations who strive
to make
Wisconsin a better place to live, work
and do business through economic
development.
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Coming up on
our calendar:
June 25: Golf Outing 2018
July 20: Ribbon cutting:
Ho-Chunk Gaming Wittenberg
July 12: Business PM: Wausau Events Inc
July 20: Nothing But Networking
July 26: Business PM: Central Wisconsin
Insurance Associates Inc - Weston
August 9: Business PM: Monk Botanical Gardens
August 9: Demo Day for The Branch
August 16: Ribbon cutting:
Living Life Chiropractic LLC
August 23: WOW Family Entertainment Center
September 13: Annual Meeting

ICYMI:

(In Case You
Missed It)

Spectrum Insurance Group held a Business PM, below, on Tuesday,
June 5 and Chamber Member Appreciation Night at the Wisconsin
Woodchucks was held on Friday, June 8, above.

September 21: Nothing But Networking
For more information or to register for these
programs and events, visit wausauchamber.com.

Help us welcome
the newest Chamber
members!
Support the regional economy - do business
with members.
Client Focus Solutions
Quazzi Charters Inc
Rare Ginseng International LLC
Wil-Kil Pest Control
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Registration now open
for Business EXPO 2019
The Wausau Region Chamber
of Commerce opened exhibitor
registration for its popular annual
Business EXPO earlier this month.
Business EXPO 2019 will be held
on Thursday, April 25 at the Central
Wisconsin Convention + Expo Center
in Rothschild from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. All
members of the Chamber are invited to
register as exhibitors on wausauchamber.
com, while booth space lasts.
The 2018 EXPO, held on April 19,
included 272 exhibitors occupying 320
booth spaces. Nearly 3,900 attendees
from across Wisconsin, neighboring
states and Canada, attended the event.
Four local businesses were recognized
as Best of Show recipients for the
2018 EXPO at the Chamber’s EXPO
Business PM held at the Stoney
Creek Hotel & Conference Center
in Rothschild on Thursday, April 19.
The EXPO Business PM was held
immediately following Business EXPO
2018 and both were part of the
Chamber’s 2018 Small Business Week.
A group of Chamber Ambassadors
voted for the exhibitors that best met
the criteria in four categories:
Best of Show - Overall: RE-VI Design
LLC of Wausau was recognized for the
gazebo bar built in their booth space.
Best of Show – Best Theme: Fully
Promoted of Wausau was recognized for
their ‘cash machine’ which challenged
attendees to grab whirling prizes in an
inflatable.

Tony Liddle stands in front of the Prosper Wealth Management booth at Business
EXPO 2018. The business was recognized as the Best of Show – Attention
Strategy at the event held on April 19.
Best of Show – Attention Strategy:
Prosper Wealth Management of
Wausau was recognized for their booth
walled with stacked boxes.
Best of Show – Eats or Treats: MidWisconsin Beverage Inc of Wausau was
recognized for their variety of food and
drink options at the EXPO.
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The awards were presented by Pete
Valiska, chair of the Chamber’s Small
Business Week committee.
The 2019 Small Business Week will
be held from Monday, April 22 to
Friday, April 26. If you would like more
information on Business EXPO 2019,
visit WausauChamber.com.
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Ribbon
cuttings
Several ribbon cuttings have been
held over the last few weeks. From
top to bottom, ribbon cuttings were
held at Restlawn Memorial Park’s
Peaceful Crossing Cremation Garden in Wausau on June 6, at North
Central Health Care’s Lakeside Recovery facility on June 7, at Wausau
Whitewater on June 8 and at the
Marathon County Public Library’s
new Early Literacy Center on June
20.

www.wausauchamber.com
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AbbyBank recently welcomed Adam
Rekau as the Vice President of
Commercial Loans and Branch Manager
at the Wausau location. Rekau joins the
AbbyBank team with 15 years of banking
experience working with clients in many
industries. Rekau is a graduate of UWEau Claire’s School of Business. He is
Adam Rekau
passionate about supporting business
development and growth. He currently
serves on the Central Wisconsin Economic Development
Fund board, Merrill Area Development Corporation board,
and the City of Merrill Community Development board.
“Adam will play a key role in providing quality commercial
loans to facilitate growth in the greater Wausau and Merrill
areas.” said Craig Stuedemann, President. “His background in
economic development will be an asset as we continue to grow
our customer base.”

Associates who are not eligible for tuition reimbursement. Sister
Sharee was part of the team when Ascension St. Clare’ s opened
its doors in 2005. The recipients are: Adam DeMuth of Arbor
Vitae and Angelica, Ramsey of Mosinee. “We are grateful to Sister
Sharee and those who have supported this scholarship program,”
said Patti Shafto-Carlson, Ascension St. Clare’s Foundation
The Foundation of Ascension St. Clare’s Hospital recently Director. “Its focus on students who may have been overlooked
announced the 2018 recipients of the Sister Sharee Hurtgen in the traditional scholarship selection process is a fitting tribute
Scholarship. ThescholarshipsaidchildrenofassociatesofAscension to Sister Sharee who impacted the lives of many patients and
Saint Clare’s Hospital or the Diagnostic & Treatment Center or associates at Ascension St. Clare’s.”

THE
IMMERSION
PROJECT 2018-2019
An intensive, nine-month program designed
to provide meaningful experiences that will encourage
participants to become deeply immersed in the region.
For more
information visit
WausauChamber.com
or call 715-845-6321

www.wausauchamber.com
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Mark Oie

Becher-Hoppe Associates Inc recently
announced the addition of Mark Oie,
as a 3D Designer. Oie received an
associate degree in applied science – civil
engineering technology from Mid-State
Technical College. Mark has been working
part-time for Becher Hoppe as a survey
and 3D design intern since March 2017.

The Boy Scouts of America - Samoset
Council is offering four day camps across central and northen
Wisconsin this summer. Working in teams, they will make
new friends and perform experiments that make science,
technology, engineering and math come alive. The program is
open to the public, but pre-registration is required. Scholarships
are available from the Council. For more information or to
register, visit www.samoset.org/stem.
The City of Wausau is soliciting Requests for Interest/Proposals
(RFI/RFP) for development projects in the Riverlife/East
Riverfront Redevelopment Area. For more information, visit
https://oppsites.com/sites/976. Interest in either completing
the existing Riverlife Villages Phase 1 project (currently in a
cure period for a default under the ground lease), and/or new
proposals for the remaining 10-plus acres of prime developable
property in the Riverlife area are due by August 3.
Floorology has received top honors as the recipient of the
NTCA Five Star Contractor Residential Project of the Year
Achievement of Excellence Award. The award-winning project,
‘Nature-Made Master Bathroom Remodel’ designed and
installed by Floorology featured a barrier-free tile shower and
tub surround with wood-look porcelain tile, natural stone pebbles
and textured tile products meant to mimic the look of nature.
The project was awarded national recognition for its complexity,
technical soundness and craftsmanship. “This was a challenging
project, but it was special because my husband (Tim) and I had
the opportunity to work together on it.” said project designer,
Kelly Knipper. “Being recognized amongst some of the top tile
companies in the country is incredibly humbling and rewarding,
but it’s a testament to Floorology’s commitment to quality and
superior job performance that continues to set us apart from
the competition.” The National Tile Contractors Association
announced the winners of its sixth annual NTCA Five Star
Contractor Project of the Year Awards at Coverings 2018 in
Atlanta. Floorology was named a Five Star Contractor by the
National Tile Contractors Association in 2017 and Tim Knipper

received the Certified Tile Installer credential by the Ceramic Tile
Education Foundation in 2016.
Ho-Chunk Gaming Wittenberg will host a Grand Opening
Celebration on July 11 at 3 p.m. “It is exciting to see Project
Forward come to fruition for the Wittenberg community. We
are thankful to the Ho-Chunk Nation for providing an updated
facility with enhanced amenities. We look forward to providing
greater service by offering an improved gaming experience
for our guests!” said Executive Manager, Fletcher Collins.
The 33-million-dollar renovation of Ho-Chunk Gaming
Wittenberg consists of a new 86-room, 5-story hotel; the 80seat, a restaurant named The River’s Edge, a renovated Forest
Edge Snack Bar, two full services bars, non-smoking and high
stakes game rooms and an expanded gaming floor.

Ho-Chunk Gaming Wittenberg in partnership with TournEvent
of Champions awarded Danalee Gray of Wausau $5,000, an
all-expense paid trip to Las Vegas and the opportunity to obtain
a portion of $1.3 million in cash prizes earlier this month. “This is
a much needed trip for me! There was no talent involved here. It
was the luck of the draw.” said Gray. “I always feel so welcome
at Ho-Chunk, it’s like we’re family.”

www.wausauchamber.com

Connecting students in central Wisconsin with
local businesses and organizations.
Interested students, mentors and sponsors should visit

TheBranchWI.com

Member News
Management Recruiters of Wausau has once again ranked in
the top 25% of offices worldwide. The office has received the
President’s Club Award the past five years and an additional
six times during Laurie Prochnow’s ownership of the business.
“Ranking in the top 25% of the worldwide offices is humbling
and exciting at the same time” said Prochnow. The major focus
areas are in banking throughout the Midwest and assisting local
companies who have challenging positions to fill.
The landscape of Marathon County is dotted with farm fields,
barns and plenty of cows. But it wasn’t always that way. A new
exhibit at the Marathon County Historical Society traces the
development of dairying as an industry. The exhibit Milking
Time: Evolution of the Dairy Industry in Marathon County
officially is now open at the Woodson History Center at 410
McIndoe St. in Wausau. The exhibit is free to visit, though
donations are appreciated. Registration is not required. For
more information, please call the Marathon County Historical
Society at 715-842-5750. Support for the exhibit was provided
by the Dudley Foundation, Inc.; the Community Foundation
of North Central Wisconsin; and the Judd S. Alexander
Foundation.

on June 23 at the Woodson History Center in Wausau. The
speaker was Dr. Gordon Dammann, a retired dentist and
collector of Civil War medicine artifacts. The History Speaks
series is sponsored by Janke Book Store and to Compass
Properties.
As the only Midwest health care system in the national Lyme
Disease Biobank, Marshfield Clinic Research Institute is
looking for patients suspected to be in the early stages of Lyme
disease to aid in the research of this disease that frequently
infects Wisconsin residents. Early Lyme disease symptoms
include headaches, flu-like symptoms, joint pain, fatigue and
sometimes one or more rashes. These rashes may be red and
expanding, with a central clearing that may look like a bull’s-eye
centered on the tick bite. “Lyme disease is caused by a bacterial
infection, but there are different strains found in different
regions,” said Anna Schotthoefer, Lyme disease researcher
at MCRI. “To better understand these differences and Lyme
disease specifically in Wisconsin, we are participating in the
Lyme Disease Biobank to help find better ways to diagnose
and treat the disease.” The Lyme Disease Biobank is the
first and only program collecting blood and urine samples of
people with early Lyme disease in multiple regions across the
country, including the East Coast, Wisconsin and California.
To potentially submit a sample or to learn more about Lyme
Disease Biobank efforts at MCRI, call 715-389-5738.
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The Marathon County Historical Society invites upperelementary and middle school-age children to register for Kids
History Day. This free, fun activity day will be held on August
16 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the Woodson History Center in
Wausau. There is no registration fee. Participants are asked to
bring their own bag lunch. Milk, lemonade, water and a snack
will be provided. For more information or to register, please call
715-842-5750. Registration closes on August 14.
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We Want to Hear from You!
Please submit your stories and photos to Brian Otten
at botten@wausauchamber.com.
Use of the stories will be at the discretion of the Chamber
and may be shortened to fit the appropriate platform.
Only stories from members in good standing with the
Chamber will be used.
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September 1, 2017 - August 31, 2018.

8/9/2018 Monk Botanical Gardens
• Automatic registration for every program.
8/23/2018 WOW Family Entertainment Center

• Send a replacement if you are unable to attend.
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Member News
Peoples State Bank recently announced
the addition of Chuck Winegarden in a new
role at Peoples as chief credit officer. In this
role, Winegarden will assist in maintaining
the strong credit quality of the bank and
leading the credit function. Winegarden
will also serve as the liaison between
the credit team and the commercial
Chuck Winegarden banking department, helping to support
commercial bankers with large credit
decisions. “We feel creation of a stand-alone chief credit officer
position is the right move for Peoples to support accelerated
growth as we seek to expand to new markets with higher
growth potential,” said President & CEO Scott Cattanach of
Peoples State Bank. “With Chuck in this chief credit officer
role, we strengthen our foundation for successful growth and
significantly improve overall loan portfolio risk measurements
for internal and external stakeholders.” Winegarden has nearly

20 years of experience in banking; holding roles as an FDIC bank
examiner, bank president, chief credit officer, commercial loan
officer and credit analyst. “Peoples is a strong, well respected
community bank that cares about its customers, employees,
and shareholders. The bank has a high-quality customer base
and strong customer relationships with a strategy for increased
commercial lending in new markets,” said Winegarden.

Tim Dively
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Peoples State Bank announced the
addition of Tim Dively as Peoples’ new
chief operations officer. In this role,
Dively is responsible for the security of
all information managed by Peoples using
best practices regarding security, data
integrity and reporting. Dively will also
oversee the functions of loans and deposit
account operations, IT and information
services, facilities and the call center. “As

Member News
a customer of Peoples for many years, I knew it was a cultural
fit for me and where I wanted to go professionally,” said Dively.
“To be able to play a role in the growth of my own financial
institution while ensuring we are able to maintain the values
of a true community bank made this an easy decision for me.”
Dively has 20 years of experience in information technology
and is a great addition to the Peoples senior management team.
He comes to Peoples from Nationwide Mutual Insurance
Company in Wausau, Wis., where he was the IT application,
operations and infrastructure manager. “Tim brings a vast
experience of operational and strategy disciplines from working
20 years with a national insurance company. He is from the
Wausau area and a great cultural fit with Peoples,” said Scott
Cattanach, President & CEO.
Peoples State Bank recently announced
the opening of a commercial lending
office in Stevens Point. In addition,
Portage County native Dale Sankey has
been hired as Assistant Vice President –
Commercial Banking to lead the office.
The Stevens Point Lending Office is
Peoples State Bank’s first location in
Dale Sankey
Portage County and will primarily meet
the needs of small to mid-size business
owners looking for tailored financial
solutions and a consultative approach
to fit their commercial lending and
business banking needs. In his new role
at Peoples, Sankey will be responsible
for business banking development in the
greater Portage County area including
commercial lending and deposit growth
Adam Siewert
for business customers. Leadership of
the market will be supported by Vice President - Commercial
Banking Keith Baars who has been with Peoples for 20 years.
Assistant Vice President - Commercial Banking Adam Siewert
will also join Sankey at this location with his 12 years of lending
and credit experience. Sankey brings to Peoples 27 years of
experience in financial services industries, including the last
five years as a local commercial banker and prior to that a
financial representative, sales agent and business owner with
Northwestern Mutual Financial Network in Stevens Point.
“It’s my belief that sound lending and banking occurs when
you match the needs, wants and desires of business owners,
with a motivated banking team like Peoples that cares about
the customer and their success,” said Sankey. “We already

have significant customer relationships in the Portage County
market,” said Senior Vice President Group Leader-Commercial
Banking Pat Heier. “We felt now was the right time to invest
even more resources into the Portage County area to provide
superior customer service for our current customers and new
potential relationships,” he said. Sankey holds a bachelor’s
degree in finance and communications from the University of
Wisconsin – Stevens Point.
PSB Holdings, Inc., parent company of Peoples State Bank,
recently announced that it has been ranked for the ninth
consecutive year in the American Banker Magazine’s ‘Top
200 Community Banks’ list, and for the first time ranked
as the 50th top performing community bank in the nation.
Performance data and rankings were released in the American
Banker Magazine’s May 2018 publication. A total of 633
publicly traded banks with less than $2 billion in assets as of
December 31, 2017, were considered for the nationwide
ranking. Ranking was based on three-year average return on
average equity for 2015 through 2017 as reported by S&P
Global Market Intelligence. PSB Holdings, Inc., continues to be
the only bank headquartered in Central Wisconsin, and one of
only eight banks based in Wisconsin, to be included on the list.
President and CEO of Peoples State Bank, Scott Cattanach
stated, “Consistent recognition in this list of top performers
demonstrates Peoples’ strong financial foundation for our
shareholders and customers. This continued ranking affirms
our approach that doing the right things for our customers
increases our profitability and supports our community. Thank
you to our customers, employees, and shareholders for this
notable honor.”

Have you visited
wausauchamber.com?

www.wausauchamber.com
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Peoples State Bank recently unveiled a redesigned website
at bankpeoples.com. The new site includes a mobile friendly,
responsive design and easier site navigation. “Customer feedback
from our recent customer survey pointed to our need to improve
the look and feel of our online product delivery,” said President
& CEO Scott Cattanach of Peoples State Bank. “Rollout of
our new website is the latest step to improve our customers’
experience with Peoples.” Peoples State Bank also held a ‘Find
Your Hidden Potential’ contest in conjunction with the website
launch to encourage visitors to find the hidden potential in their
community. Peoples announced Vicki Langer as the grand prize
winner from nearly 500 entries. She chose The Warehouse
Art Center in Eagle River to receive a $250 donation for their
great work serving as Eagle River’s artistic hub, providing quality
education, programming, and events that explore all aspects of
creativity for all ages.

REI Engineering Inc has partnered with the Village of Maine
Volunteer Fire Department and Maine Elementary School for
the ‘Fire Up For Reading Program.’ Students are challenged to
read books and then enter into a contest. There is one winner
in each grade. The winners get picked up from their homes by
the Maine Fire Department in a fire engine. They are then
brought to the Maine Fire Department where REI cooks them
breakfast and gives them a drawstring bag illed with books and
trinkets. They are served breakfast along with the fire fighters,
first responders, Maine Elementary School principal and
Village Board members, then are taken back to school in the
fire engine. REI’s Vice President Tom Radenz will be the cook
this year and said, “Supporting positive behavior is something
we can all do more of. Also, witnessing the kids’ faces filled with
excitement as they get out of the fire truck makes for a great
way to start our day.”

Ambassador Profile:
Chamber Ambassadors will be profiled
each month in Chamber Connection.
NAME: Jerry Lyon
BUSINESS NAME: Big Brothers

Big Sisters of Northcentral Wisconsin

HOMETOWN: Hammond, WI
BACKGROUND: Graduated with

a Bachelor’s Degree from UW – La
Crosse. Worked with Special Olympics
Wisconsin for 18 years before serving as
the Executive Director of BBBSNCW
for two years.

THE STORY ABOUT THE
CHAMBER YOU REPEAT
MOST OFTEN: The overwhelming

support during our recent ribbon
cutting.

THE STORY ABOUT YOUR
BUSINESS YOU REPEAT
MOST OFTEN: Making OUR

communities better one relationship at
a time.

BEST RECENT READ: I have

a ten and seven year old, so most of
my reading is with them. My son just
read “The Fantastic Mr. Fox” by Roald
Dahl. I read it with him and it’s one of
my favorites from childhood. I enjoyed
reading it again with him.

DREAM JOB WHEN YOU
WERE GROWING UP: I wanted

to be a cowboy.

FAVORITE SNACK: Fresh popped

popcorn.

HIDDEN TALENT: I would love to

say catching muskies, but last summer
made me realize I was lacking talent
there ... I do have a knack for trivia!

MOST FAMOUS PERSON
THAT YOU HAVE MET: Michael

Phelps.

CHAMBER HIGHLIGHT:

Graduating from the Leadership
Excellence course. What an amazing

www.wausauchamber.com

opportunity!

The Chamber Ambassadors are volunteers who engage new and
current members, reviewing benefits,
highlighting programs and events and
ensuring member needs are met. If you
would like a visit from an Ambassador
or would like to learn more about the
group, please contact Judy Pitek at
715-848-5966.

Member News

Our 9 County
Service map
Vilas

Oneida

Lincoln

The Small Business
Development Center
at UW-Stevens
Point strives to help
businesses of all
stages and sizes
achieve success
through our five
areas of service:

Start
Langlade

Finance

Marathon
Waupaca
Wood

Portage

Manage
Grow
Market

Adams

The Small Business Development Center at
UW-Stevens Point offers no cost, confidential
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Responding to disastrous flooding and sinkholes that have
devastated the city of Houghton and surrounding area,
River Valley Bank is taking donations to help area residents
and businesses. Anyone can make a tax-deductible donation
online at RiverValleyBank.com or at any of River Valley Bank’s
15 locations throughout Michigan and Wisconsin. River Valley
Bank Foundation, Inc. will match the first $20,000 raised.
All donations will go to the Portage Health Foundation 2018
Houghton County Flood Relief Fund. “River Valley Bank is
a true community bank and we are extremely involved with
all the communities we serve,” said President Todd Nagel.
“With a branch located in the center of this disaster, we feel
it is our responsibility to extend any resources we can to help
our friends and neighbors affected.”
River Valley Bank staff members recently completed
training to make their customer service approach dementia
friendly. Financial specialists, home lenders and Customer
Experience Center team members, among others, were
trained on dementia friendly practices at all 15 River Valley
Bank locations. This training equips employees to identify
customers who may be struggling with memory loss, then
address the situation with expertise and sensitivity. Senior
administrative assistant Rhonda Lewis championed for a
company-wide rollout of the program after a training session
with the Dementia Friendly Middleton Coalition. “My father
struggled with his memory loss in public settings,” Lewis
shared. “It is critical to assist an individual in maintaining their
dignity and individualism where possible.”
Bryan Troyer recently joined River
Valley Insurance as the president of the
agency. He is responsible for overseeing
the growth of the agency, enhancing
the customer experience, and providing
customers with valuable insight to assess
and manage their insurance coverages.
Troyer brings more than 30 years of
Bryan Troyer
insurance experience including sales,
underwriting, product development, account services and
executive management. He holds a bachelor’s degree in
business administration from UW – Eau Claire, is a Certified
Employee Benefits Specialist and is licensed producer of
life, health, property and casualty insurance in several states.
Troyer also has significant volunteer experience with local
organizations such as the United Way of Marathon County,
Wausau Childcare and the Wausau Woodchucks.
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The Wausau River District recently
announced the hiring of Tiffany Lee
as its assistant director. Lee, a Wausau
resident, has served as the organization’s
social media volunteer and was offered a
more advanced role in the organization
in early May. Lee has a bachelor’s degree
in marketing and is currently working on
Tiffany Lee
her master’s degree in communications.
Her work experience includes years
of working in higher education including at Northcentral
Technical College and Rasmussen College. Most recently,
Lee served as the membership engagement coordinator
for the Girl Scouts of Northwestern Great Lakes. “Over
the last few years the organization has been growing at an
unexpected rate, which makes it necessary to have two
year round staff. Tiffany is an ideal hire for the position
because of her background in marketing and community
engagement, as well as her passion for downtown.” said
Executive Director Blake Opal-Wahoske.

Grace Schuler, senior at Wausau West High School,
received the Resolution of Commendation from the
Board of Education for receiving a 2018 Kohl Excellence
Scholarship from the Herb Kohl Educational Foundation,
Inc.

An exhibit of sculptures by Miami-based artist Federico
Uribe opened at the Leigh Yawkey Woodson Art Museum
earlier this month. ‘The World According to Federico Uribe,’
is on view at the Museum through August 26. Uribe’s goal is
clear: “I’m more interested in making people smile, rather than
telling them what to think,” he said. On the opening day of the
exhibition, Uribe lead a gallery walk and shared insights about
his work.
Wausau’s Downtown Employee Appreciation Week returns
on Monday, June 25 and runs through Friday, June 29. The
week is a celebration of employees who work in downtown
Wausau and features an activity every day ranging from an
adult ball pit to DIY workshops. “This week is organized by
and for downtown employees as a way of saying ‘thank you
for making the Wausau River District your second home’,’”
said Wausau River District executive director Blake OpalWahoske. “We have about 32% of all day time employees
in the city of Wausau working downtown. Our downtown
would simply not have the vibrancy it does without these
folks being here. We hope the activities planned add some
fun to your work week.” Downtown Employee Appreciation
Week is sponsored by Compass Properties, Eastbay, Ruder
Ware, The Wisconsin Woodchucks, Nationwide and the
City of Wausau.

Christine Kadonsky, social studies teacher at Wausau West
High School, received two Resolutions of Commendation from
the Board of Education. The first for receiving a 2018 Teacher
Fellowship from the Herb Kohl Educational Foundation, Inc.,
and the second for being named Distinguished High School
Teacher of the Year by the Wisconsin Council for the Social
Studies.
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Log into your Member Information Center (MIC) on WausauChamber.com
and add a Hot Deal or two to your account. Look for the Hot Deals link under
your account’s shortcuts. View current deals at wausauchamber.com/hotdeals.
We’ve collected some great offers from these members in recent months:
You can count on us!

2525 GRAND AVENUE • 715-842-4646

View over 800 Vehicles at...

bricknerfamily.com

If you need help accessing your MIC, please let us know!
Contact Judy at 715-848-5966 or jpitek@wausauchamber.com

Member News

honor.” Principal Prozanski said, “I continue to be amazed at
the hard work and dedication of students and staff at Thomas
Jefferson. We are truly a community of learners and find no
goal out of reach. I am so proud of our work and progress.”
Nine students from Wausau West High represented Wisconsin
at DECA’s International Career Development Conference
in Atlanta, Georgia ~ Pranav Srivastava, Jarod Maxson, Lizzy
Marciniak, Emma Rauman, Grace Masanz, Isabella D’Burke,
Christian Kiepke, Mikahla Klug, Bobby McGucken, and
Advisor Carl Hert. Wausau West was awarded National
Gold Certification for their school-based enterprise, WestSide Connection, for providing work experience leading to
management, supervision, and leadership skills. Wausau West
DECA also received chapter awards for their Thrive level
2017-2018 Membership and Chapter Campaigns, based off of
student membership and community service and promotional
events.
For the ninth year in a row, Thomas Jefferson Elementary School
was recognized as a Wisconsin Title I School of Recognition
for the achievement gains they have seen with their students.
Congratulations to the students, parents, teachers, and
Principal Cathy Prozanski for the consistency in achievement
and growth. A ‘Beating the Odds School’ is in the top 25
percent of high-poverty schools in the state, and has aboveaverage student achievement in reading and mathematics when
compared to schools of similar size, similar grade configurations,
and similar poverty levels. Thomas Jefferson was recognized for
this honor by State Superintendent Tony Evers in Madison who
said, “Partnerships among teachers, parents, administrators,
school staff members, and the community contribute to
the academic success of students in schools that receive this

Dr. Alexandra Nicholson, a 2001 graduate
of Wausau East High School, was inducted
into the Wausau School District Alumni
Hall of Fame this spring. Dr. Nicholson is a
researcher of neurodegenerative disorders
and is Associate Director of Research
Partnerships at The Bluefield Project to
Cure FTD, a dementia research nonDr. Alexandra
profit organization. Dr. Nicholson said,
Nicholson
“This experience meant more to me than
I honestly expected. I was truly honored
from the beginning to have been this year’s inductee into
the Wausau School District Hall of Fame, but it meant even
more to me as the night of May 17 progressed. Not many
students have the opportunity to return to their school district
to thank all of the educators and school staff for making such
a difference in their lives (including my mom, who was such a
huge role model for me), so for that, I was genuinely thankful.
Thanks again for this wonderful honor and opportunity. I will
never forget it!” Dr. Nicholson’s plaque now hangs on the
Hall of Fame wall in the Nicholson Board Room, adjacent to
her father’s plaque, Dr. Theodore H. Nicholson, for whom
the Nicholson Board Room is named. Nicholson earned her
bachelor of science degree in biochemistry from Beloit College
in 2005. She was accepted into the Integrated Graduate
Program at Northwestern University in Chicago where she
obtained her Ph.D. in Biomedical Science specializing in cellular
neuroscience in 2010.
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4G LTE cameras
for your business.
Key Features
• Capture video using motion sensor

Key Features
• Capture images using motion sensor
or time-lapse
• Images go directly to a Smartphone,
web portal or email
• Night Vision
• Weatherproof
• Ultrafast LTE Wireless
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• Live Streaming
• Night Vision
• Weatherproof
• 100% Wire-Free
• 2-Way Audio
• Ultrafast LTE Wireless
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Built For YouTM

1.800.236.0055

www.cellcom.com

facebook.com/cellcom

Any Retail Location

Visit cellcom.com for a complete listing of all retail and agent locations.
Some restrictions apply. See store for details. Trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners.

