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The Wausau Region Chamber of Commerce invites you to enjoy this publication, which
uncovers why the Wausau Region is the place to work, play and live in the moment. In the
Wausau Region you are in a whole different zone. Wisconsin Central Time is about living in the
moment. It’s not just about living to work or working to live, but about living fully; about enjoying
the kind of balance that allows you to approach every day with heightened anticipation.
Time is on your side here. You are close to the best of everything Wisconsin has to offer. But
the Wausau Region isn’t just about an abundance of exceptional experiences at your doorstep;
it’s an attitude that elevates the richness of everyday moments.
We welcome you to the Wausau Region, where the time is always right, because you are in a
zone that beckons you to seize the day.

This publication is brought to you by the

Follow us on
social media:

For more information about the Chamber
please call 715-845-6231 or visit
www.wausauchamber.com.
Photos by Kelly Puntney
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watch online:

tinyurl.com/wrccimmersion

A PLEASANT
SURPRISE
W

hen Pari Cecchini, a native of the Chicago
area, accepted a job at Greenheck following
her graduation from the Milwaukee School of
Engineering in 2017, she had some concerns about
moving to central Wisconsin.
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"I thought Wausau was going to be a very big shift for me." said
Cecchini. "But when I first walked in the door at Greenheck,
everyone was smiling! I thought it had to be a trap! But everyone's
happy here."
It wasn't just the friendly atmosphere she found at the manufacturer
that sold her on working in the region.
"I live two minutes away from work. I commuted so many times
in Chicago, two hour train rides, a one and a half hour drive
through traffic," said Cecchini. "The idea that I can sleep in and
all that time comes back to me ... that's something that will be the
hardest to give up if I have to leave someday."
To better connect herself to the community, Cecchini enrolled
in the Wausau Region Chamber of Commerce's first Immersion
Project, which included tours of several of the local schools.
"We had amazing (educational) facilities in Chicago because
we had a huge school." said Cecchini. "I thought you had to live
somewhere really urban to get really great schools."
To aid in Cecchini's transition into her lead rotation position,
Greenheck paired her and other new employees with mentors
who guide them through the rotation process, which includes four
six-month positions over the course of two years.
"I have a background in mechanical engineering," said Cecchini.
"I've had a rotation in marketing and business and currently am in

Pari Cecchni, left, participates in a team building exercise during
the Wausau Region Chamber of Commerce's Immersion Project.
continuous improvement/manufacturing support. My next one will
be product development and then (a rotation at) a remote location."
"My family loves to come up to visit, which was a huge surprise."
"I'm half Asian and I thought that I wouldn't be able to find the
food I'd like to sustain my culture. Because of the region's Hmong
community, I can find all of the ingredients I'd ever want. My
mom, who is Thai, has come to visit from Chicago, and she
grocery shops here and stocks up!"

KAREN & BRAD HARVEY

RELOCATION SPECIALISTS
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watch online:

tinyurl.com/revellinterview

COMMUNITY
CONSCIOUS
Tina and Patrick Revell arrived in the area with
a desire to invest in their new community.
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T

he Revell's migration from Austin, Texas began following
some work time in Europe for Tina.

"I returned from working abroad and we talked about what
we wanted to do long term in regard to starting a family and we
decided we wanted to be closer to my family." said Tina.
In the three years since the move, Tina and Patrick Revell, and now
their daughter Lucy, have settled into a comfortable, but active, life
on Wausau's west side.
"We're big believers in investing in the community in which we
live." said Tina.
The couple founded their own Bible study group and enjoy
various community events. "We belong to the Catholic church
in Marathon and use the pool there." The Revells have also been
involved in the young professionals group and belong to a wine
club at Vino Latte.
"We spend a lot of time with people that are new and that have
recently relocated to the area." said Tina.
"I'm really into craft beer, so I really like all of the microbrewery
options." said Patrick.
Tina, a native of Madison, is employed as an ecommerce

merchandising manager with Footlocker.com/Eastbay in Wausau.
Patrick works in the IT department of Church Mutual Insurance
Company in Merrill. The couple met in Austin, Texas, Patrick's
home state.
"Initially, we looked for jobs in the Madison area. There wasn't
really anything that was a good career opportunity for us in
Madison." said Tina. "We found companies here that were a great
fit for our backgrounds and were willing to relocate us."
The couple finds the area very affordable and loves the lack of
traffic.
"I'm still surprised three years later that it takes us 15 minutes to
get anywhere around the city." said Patrick. They also like the
central location of the Wausau region, making frequent trips to
Minneapolis, Green Bay and Madison.
Winter has been a bit of an adjustment for Patrick, but the couple
thinks it's an even trade when compared to the sweltering heat of
a Texas summer.
"The way we look at it is, that when you live in Texas it is super
hot in the summer and you spend less time outside in the summer.
We spend less time outdoors here in the winter, but we belong to
an indoor pool (in Marathon) and go walk in the mall."
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watch online:

tinyurl.com/wausauwhitewater

LIFER'S LIST
A guide to the Wausau region

We’ve compiled a list of the best reasons for you to consider
a move to the area … and we could go on and on!
8 www.wausauchamber.com
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I

was born, raised and chose to stay
in Wausau. This area has been my
home for all of my 38 years and it is
where my husband and I are now raising
our two kids.
There are many great features found
in the Wausau region. I've developed a
list of my favorite amenities, places and
events in the region as you consider a
move to the area:

1

supper clubs, too. There are so many here that I have not
tried them all! As far as shopping goes, the area offers big
box stores like WalMart, FleetFarm and Target along with
plenty of boutique shops downtown. Throw in several
breweries, wineries and coffee shops, and, oh my, we offer
choices!
SEE
Amber Gober is
the Assistant Vice
President/Mortgage
Lender at Peoples
State Bank.
Gober is a lifelong
resident of the area
and attended Wausau
East High School
and UW-Marathon
County.

JUST THE RIGHT SIZE: The
Wausau region is not too small
and it's not too big. Just like
the smallest of the three bears' beds in
the children's story, the Wausau area
is just the right size! Our community
isn't so small that you know everybody
(and everybody knows you and your
business) or so remote that a 20
minute drive is needed just to get to
a grocery store. And the metro area
isn't so large that traffic is crazy and everyone is always in a
hurry. There are few corners of our community that cannot
be reached in a 15 minute drive or less. The Wausau region's
size is perfect for myself and my family, it's right in the
middle.

2

PLENTY OF CHOICES: The region offers a
large variety of restaurants for eating and stores
for shopping. Let's look at restaurants first - you'll
find the typical fast food chains, but there are also plenty
of family restaurants, pizza places, fine dining options and

THE LIST CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Empowering 21st Century
Learners Anytime, Anywhere!
Wausau School District

WAVE
Wausau Area Virtual Education

Full-time, tuition free, online school
option for students in grades 6-12
residing in the state of Wisconsin

715-261-0527
www.wsdwave.org
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THE LIST CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

3

INDOOR ENTERTAINMENT: The first local
attraction I'll include on my list is the Grand Theater. I
remember going there as a child on a school trip to see
The Nutcracker. Now I find myself attending shows with my
kids, my husband and my friends. If museums are your thing,
then a visit to the Leigh Yawkey Woodson Art Museum, the
Marathon County Historical Society, the Wausau Museum of
Contemporary Art or the Center for the Visual Arts are a great
way to spend a wintery or rainy afternoon. Colossal Fossils and
the Wausau Children's Museum, both located in the Wausau
Center Mall, offer great indoor experiences for families. And let's
not forget the bowling alleys, the world-class curling center and
the Marathon County Public Library headquarters in downtown
Wausau. The area really does offer something for everyone of all
ages during all seasons!

4

THE GREAT OUTDOORS: This part of my list could
go on and on ... Granite Peak, Sylvan Hill Park and Nine
Mile Recreation Area top my list for winter activities.
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During the other three seasons, I enjoy the concerts and events on
the 400 Block, the farmers markets in Wausau and Weston, Rib
Mountain State Park and the other dozens of local parks. There
are so many parks, my family and I keep a list of the new ones we
explore each year! There's also Wisconsin Woodchucks baseball
at Athletic Park in the summer, the Monk Botanical Gardens,
kayaking and canoeing at the whitewater course in downtown
Wausau, the many public pools and the sprawling Marathon Park,
nestled under a forest of majestic pines. A special destination lies
only a short drive outside of the metro area. The Dells of the Eau
Claire County Park rivals many state parks for beauty. For annual
outdoor events, there's Art in the Park and the Festival of Arts
each September and the Balloon and Rib Fest, along with Chalk
Fest, each July. And Marathon County's unique topography is
utilized by many ginseng farmers, bringing about a new fall event,
the International Wisconsin Ginseng Festival.

5

GREAT HEALTHCARE OPTIONS: It doesn't matter
what side of town you are on, you are close to some
of the best medical facilities in the state. That in itself
should give you some peace of mind.

Wisconsin. Need simple proof? Visit one of our famers markets
and fill your shopping bag with fresh produce for less than $10!

8

SAFETY: Even as a single woman in my 20s, I didn't
fear going out on my own here. We have an amazing
community of not only police officers, but people who
take pride in the area. And if something doesn't look or feel right,
I take comfort in knowing that the police are a phone call away
and that they'll respond quickly to our needs if we need them.

Photo by Tom Mortenson
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9

THE SCHOOLS: Our community offers educational
options from childcare to college and everything in
between. And continuing your education as an adult is
easy here with UW-Marathon County, Rasmussen College and
Northcentral Technical Collage all offering a variety of courses
and fields of study.

EMPLOYMENT OPTIONS: Our region offers jobs in
a variety of industry sectors, including manufacturing,
health care, finance, retail, government, non-profits,
construction, automotive, accounting, agricultural, technology,
real estate, insurance and education. I may sound like a broken
record, but once again, the region offers something for everyone!

10

COST OF LIVING: I've done my share of traveling and
I find it fascinating how home prices can vary from one
part of the county to another. It amazes me how small
the homes on the east and west coasts, and some urban areas,
compare with what your dollar will buy right here in central

The Wausau region is a great place to raise a family, for all of the
above reasons and more. This is an amazing community to call
home!

7

MORE THAN WAUSAU: The Wausau region is
more than just the City of Wausau. Kronenwetter,
Rib Mountain, Rothschild, Schofield and Weston
each offer unique neighborhoods and amenities. Merrill to the
north, Mosinee to the south and Marathon to the west offer
additional alternatives.

Developmental
Disabilities Services

24/7 Crisis Center
Crisis Prevention,
Care & Recovery

North Central Health Care is committed to
our partnership with our three counties of
Marathon, Lincoln and Langlade, as we
continually seek to provide the highest levels
of accessible and specialized care for those
we serve. Our person-centered service
approach to the complex needs of those
we serve and those we partner with are
identical – we will meet you where you are
at and walk with you on the journey together.

Adult Day Services
Prevocational Services

Outpatient, Inpatient
and Community
Treatment Services

Birth to Three
Children’s Long-Term
and Family Support

Mental Health &
Substance Abuse
Treatment, Recovery
& Support

Residential Services
Group Homes &
Supported Apartments

Mount View Care Center

Adult Protective Services

Skilled Nursing, Short-term
Rehabilitation & Dementia Care

Aquatic Physical Therapy

Our programs and services provide compassionate and specialized care that is designed
around each individual’s abilities and challenges
– creating a path to move forward together.
NCHC’s Wausau Campus is nestled on the
beautiful shoreline overlooking Lake Wausau
and Rib Mountain with additional locations in
our Wausau, Antigo, Merrill and Tomahawk.

www.norcen.org | 715.848.4600
Serving Our Residents of Marathon, Lincoln and Langlade Counties

“Partnering Together to Provide Compassionate and Specialized Care for Our Community”
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The midway at the annual Wisconsin Valley Fair
held in Wausau's Marathon Park each summer.

RIGHT IN THE

MIDDLE
T

PHOTO BY TOM MORTENSON

NATIONAL
NUMBERS
REINFORCE
REGION'S PLACE
AS A HAVEN
FOR THE
MIDDLE CLASS

ime magazine reported in 2016 that the City of Wausau had the highest share of middle income residents. About
two thirds of Wausau's population, 67% to be exact, fit the criteria. The report was based on a Pew Research Center
examination of 229 metro areas in the United States between the years 2000 and 2014. The research defined
middle income as those making $42,000 to $125,000 annually in a three-person household, with adjustments made for
cost of living by region. The national average for middle class qualifiers was 51%.
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There is some irony in Wausau earning the designation as the 'most
middle class' city in the country.
With Wausau's location in the middle of Marathon County, in the
middle of Wisconsin and near the geographic center of the northern
half of the western hemisphere (really, there's a marker in Poniatowski
to the west of Wausau), it is only fitting that the community would
head up this list of communities in the 'middle.'
And if you need a few more numbers to bolster Wausau's position
as a great home to the middle class, the overall cost of living, as
determined by Sperling's Best Places is 85.1 (based on the U.S.
average of 100). For comparison, the average cost of living in
Wisconsin and Illinois is 96 with Minnesota at 104, while the
averages in Chicago and Minneapolis are 111 and 104 respectively.
Housing averages in Wausau show the most dramatic difference,
coming in at 54, versus a score of 85 as an average across the state.
Median home costs in Wausau are $99,500 compared to $158,600 in
Wisconsin as a whole.
So it's no coincidence that this publication is called Central Time, an
extension of Marathon County's branding (you may have noticed the
signs along the highway as you entered the county from the north,
south, east or west). The Wausau region is one of Wisconsin's top
communities, with a central location and offering many big city
options for the middle class.

PHOTO BY JOSHUA KEMMER

Average rental rates per month:

Wausau metro

		

$492

Wisconsin

Studio:

$541

		
		
One bedroom:
		
		
Two bedroom:
		
Source: BestPlaces.net

United States
$712

$563
$634
$825
$733
$814
$1,027
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FAMILY

FRIENDLY
GAS STATIONS ARE THE TRUE TEST
OF A GOOD PLACE FOR THE JOHNSONS
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S

everal years ago, Todd and LaNae Johnson were
looking for a change. The couple operated a dental
clinic in Champagne, Illinois. The Johnsons weren't
comfortable with the thought of starting a family in the city
of more than 100,000.
"We would constantly hear sirens," said LaNae.

Jenny Gordon
Gordon
Jenny
Jenny Gordon

Sells Wausau!
Wausau!
JennySells
Gordon
Sells Wausau!
Sells Wausau!

The couple considered opening a clinic in either Green Bay
or Wausau, and settled on central Wisconsin largely due to
the affordable real estate market.
"It's prettier here, too. It's just a beautiful area." said Todd.
LaNae shares a different story on what led the couple to
relocate to Wisconsin.
"We moved here because of Kwik Trip!" said LaNae. "We
were passing through Wisconsin on a trip to Minnesota,
and stopped at a Kwik Trip. It was amazing! The bathroom
was so clean and I was so impressed with the healthy food
that was available."
"After seeing how incredible each Kwik Trip was, I said
'We are moving to Wisconsin someday! The gas stations
and their bathrooms are amazing!'" added LaNae.
Todd and LaNae opened Mountain Bay Dental in Weston in
the summer of 2017. Todd is the dentist at the practice and
LaNae works as the office manager. The couple's children,
Kennedy and Clayton accompany Todd and LaNae to the
office each day.
"It works out great!" said LaNae. "The kids have their own
room at the office to nap."
The transplanted family has its roots outside of Wisconsin.
Todd grew up in Woodridge, Illinois and attended Western
Illinois University before attending dental school at
Southern Illinois University.
LaNae is a native of Salt Lake City, Utah.
SEE

FAMILY FRIENDLY CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

Todd and LaNae Johnson often
spend time with their children
Clayton, left, and Kennedy at
Mountain Bay Dental, the clinic
they own and operate in Weston.

Jenny Gordon,

Realtor

CELL 715-212-7300
OFFICE Realtor
715-841-0015

Jenny Gordon,

Jenny Gordon,
RealtorJennySellsWausau.com
CELL 715-212-7300
CELL 715-212-7300
OFFICE 715-841-0015
OFFICE 715-841-0015

Jenny
Gordon, Realtor
JennySellsWausau.com

JennySellsWausau.com

CELL 715-212-7300
Over 25 Years of Real
Estate Experience
OFFICE 715-841-0015

JennySellsWausau.com
Over 25 YearsOver
of Real
25 Years of Real
Estate Experience
Estate Experience

Over 25 Years of Real
Estate Experience

Visit one of our area branches:
303 South 1st Ave., Wausau
2200 Oriole Ln., Rib Mountain
3807 Schofield Ave., Weston
27 Brown Blvd., Rothschild
www.covantagecu.org • 800-398-2667
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FAMILY FRIENDLY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15
The couple met while Todd was practicing
as a dentist in sourthern Illinois. "He was my
grandma's dentist for five years." said LaNae.
The entire family loves living in central
Wisconsin and enjoy how 'family friendly'
the area is.
"We love the wildlife here, including all
of the cool insects and birds up here." said
LaNae. "It's exciting to see the birds that
would migrate briefly through Illinois stick
around longer here."
"The ticks are the only thing we don't like."
joked Todd.
With many deer living in the woods
surrounding their rental property near
Marathon, Todd decided to give deer
hunting a try in the fall of 2017.
"I shot a deer this fall." said Todd. "I'm
trying to fit in. Our realtor offered to clean
the deer for me, which I shot with my
crossbow."

The Johnson family outside of their business, Mountain Bay Dental, in Weston.

Offering complete and compassionate
services to your special pet, including:
- Wellness Exams
- Vaccinations
- Parasite screening
- Laboratory testing
- Flea/tick and heartworm
preventatives
- Sick pet consultations
- Surgery
- Acupuncture and
laser therapy

1025 S. 17th Ave.

Wausau

715-845-1919
marathonanimalhospital.com
16 www.wausauchamber.com
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Connecting students in central Wisconsin with
local businesses and organizations.
Interested students, mentors and sponsors should visit

TheBranchWI.com

As Kennedy and Clayton grow older, the Johnsons are beginning
to weigh their schooling options.
"It's nice in Wisconsin that you can go to any school you want."
said Todd.
In the years before school begins for the children, the family plans
to explore the many parks found in the Wausau region.
"We love the parks, especially Doepke Park in Rib Mountain and
Riverside Park in Mosinee." said LaNae. "We hosted a company
fishing derby at Big Eau Pleine Park and couldn't believe how
nice it was. There were plenty of outlets, tables, trash cans and
bathrooms nearby, it was perfect and a great price."
"We're looking forward to our first full summer here," said LaNae.
"We look forward to going to local events, checking out the library
and exploring more parks."
Members of the couple's extended families have visited and have
also fallen in love with the area.
"Our family members who have visited think it's gorgeous here."
said LaNae. "Todd's dad loves The Mint downtown, my uncle
loves Sconni's and we love eating at 2510 Restaurant."
"The people are more friendly and polite here," said Todd. "When
you pull up at a stoplight, people smile and wave. Where I grew
up, you avoid eye contact while driving."

Blues Fest

con Fest
Beer & Ba

"This is a great place for families." he finished.

st
Harvest Fe

Rib Fest
Balloon &

the Square
n
o
s
t
r
e
c
Con

wausauevents.org
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WPS is proud to serve and
WPS
is
proud
to
serve
and
support the Wausau region.
support the Wausau region.

170083
170083

A Central
Location:

DISTANCE FROM WAUSAU:
DULUTH.................238 MILES (4 h 11 min)
EAU CLAIRE...........99 MILES (1 h 38 min)
GREEN BAY............97 MILES (1 h 38 min)

The Wausau Region
is a metropolitan area
of more than 79,000
residents and is located
in Marathon County,
Wisconsin’s largest
county at more than
1,500 square miles.

MADISON.............143 MILES (2 h 16 min)

MINOCQUA

MILWAUKEE........188 MILES (2 h 54 min)
MINNEAPOLIS...185 MILES (2 h 56 min)
MINOCQUA.......... 69 MILES (1 h 10 min)

WAUSAU

EAU CLAIRE
15 MILES

GREEN BAY

50 MILES

100 MILES

MADISON

Wausau
Whitewater Park
Photo by Kelly Puntney
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Major
Employers
Discover
Employers

A list of some of the major employers in the Wausau Region:
NAME

LOCATION

EMPLOYEES

Ascension Saint Clare’s Hospital Weston

250+

NAME

LOCATION

EMPLOYEES

Marathon Cheese Corp

Marathon

1,000+

Aspirus

Various

1,000+

Marathon Electric

Wausau

1,000+

Church Mutual Insurance Co

Merrill

1,000+

Marshfield Clinic

Various

1,000+

Crystal Finishing Systems Inc

Schofield

500+

North Central Health Care

Wausau

500+

Domtar Paper Co LLC

Rothschild

250+

Northcentral Technical College

Various

1,000+

Expera Specialty Solutions

Mosinee

250+

Sierra Pacific Windows & Doors Merrill

250+

Footlocker.com/Eastbay Inc

Wausau

1,000+

Sterling Building Systems

Rothschild

250+

Graphic Packaging

Wausau

250+

UMR

Wausau

Greenheck

Schofield

2,000+

Walmart

Merrill, Rib Mountain

Kolbe & Kolbe Millwork

Wausau

1,000+

Wausau Homes Inc

Rothschild

1,000+

L & S Electric

Schofield

Wausau Tile

Rothschild

1,000+

Land O' Lakes Inc

Spencer

1,000+

Liberty Mutual

Wausau

750+

West Corp

Wausau

250+

Linetec

Wausau

250+

WPS Health Insurance

Wausau

1,000+

250+

Wausau Window & Wall Systems Wausau

1,000+
250+

1,000+

Source: worknet.wisconsin.gov

Lemmens
Creative Design, LLC
We make your aerial dreams a reality

Specializing in:


Indoor and Outdoor Aerial Photography &
Videography




Promo�onal Tour Videos real estate, corporate, & more
Contact chad.lemmens@lemmenscrea�vedesign.com
for details
www.lemmenscrea�vedesign.com
Facebook & Instagram: @LemmensCrea�veDesign
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EIGHT LOCATIONS:
WAUSAU, ANTIGO, MEDFORD,
STEVENS POINT, RHINELANDER,
WESTON, WISCONSIN RAPIDS, HURLEY

