Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce & Downtown Development Corporation

MACOMB AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
P.O. Box 274
Macomb, IL 61455
(309) 837-4855

The Macomb Area Advantage

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

News from Around the Square and Beyond

Announcements & Opportunities

May 2014

Brown Bag Concerts

May 2 6-9 pm
On the Square

Farmers Market
Begins May 1st

May
9 & 10
WIU/SRC
Graduation

Chandler Park Gazebo
Wednesdays @ noon
May 28
To
August 13
Bring your
lunch & lawn chair

Valuable Local Statistics
TAXES
Sales Tax
Bed
Motor Fuel Tax
AIRPORT
Landings
Fuel Sales (gallons)
BUILDING PERMITS
Total Issued

MAR ‘13
$273,018
15,618
32,927

MAR ‘14
$264,741
19,975
39,171

248
10,900

308
13,331

23

11

REAL ESTATE

MAR ‘14

Listings Sold
Volume Sold
Average Sale Price
Avg. Days on Market

10
$705,700
$70,590
133

14
$1,419,500
$101,392
278

LABOR FORCE
Labor Force
Employed
Unemployed

FEB ‘13
16,518
15,024
9.0%

FEB ‘14
16,062
14,703
8.5%

1600 E. Jackson St.
309-837-9917

Full Service Meat &
Seafood Department
 Food Court, Bakery, Floral
 Pharmacy, Liquor, Fuel

MAR ‘13

(Macomb residential & local subdivisions plus duplexes & townhouses)

Upcoming Events

Upcoming Events

● Seniors’ Day at Citizens on May 1…The event opens at 8:30. All services are available until 10:30. For May, they are: Screenings for Blood
Sugar, Blood Pressure, & Pulse Oximetry; Artifact of the Month; Safe Driving Class; and information re: National Senior Health & Fitness Day &
Memory Support. There are many other information tables and light refreshments. Seniors’ Day is an event sponsored by: Citizens Bank, MDH,
& Heartland Health Care Center. Services are open to the public for all ages.
● AARP Safe Driving Class. Citizens Bank’s Insurance Svcs. and Golden’s Group are hosting an AARP Safe Driving Class for those age 50
and over. The class is Thursday, May 1…8:30-4:30 at the Main Bank, 127 S. Side Square. Class instructor is Ken Cole. Cost is $15 for AARP
members…$20 for non-members, Payable on class day. Completing the class qualifies individuals for a multi-year automobile premium
discount. Check with your insurance Agent for the amount. Pre-registration is required as seats are limited.
Class is open to the public. Call (309)833-4551 for registration or Information.
● It’s not too late to register for the Chick-fil-A Leadercast to be held at The Crossing on Friday, May 9, from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Leadercast
exists to positively change the way the world thinks about leadership. This year’s theme—Beyond You—challenges leaders to focus outward
rather than inward. Experience Leadercast live on May 9 and discover what it means to be a leader worth following. Register at:
www.mcdonoughcountyfarmbureau.org/leadercast/
● Macomb Beautiful Association will meet on May 21st, 11:30 a.m. at The Old Dairy. Each monthly meeting features a speaker of interest.
This month’s speaker is TBA.
● STC Investments announces that they have purchased Custom Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning and can now provide you with the highest
quality and lowest prices on your carpet, furniture, tile and grout cleaning as well as removal of water, pet odor, etc. Call them today at
309-833-4495. (See enclosed flyer)

DO NOT THROW THIS AWAY, PLEASE SHARE IT WITH YOUR CO-WORKERS!

Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce
& Downtown Development Corporation

2014 Annual Member Golf Outing
11:00—11:45 a.m.

Registration
& Golf Clinic
12:00 p.m.
Shotgun Start
5:00 p.m. (approx.) Dinner
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Gold Hills Golf Club
(West of Macomb on 136)

2014 Sponsors

From the Chairman’s Desk

Announcements & Opportunities

“Providing Your Complete Staffing Needs”

Event:

June 20, 2014

Beverage Cart:

&

Upcoming Events
Valuable Local Statistics

See page 7 to register your winning team!
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From the Chairman’s Desk
Summer events are here! Our Farmers’
Market starts May 1st and the Park-NCruise committee has been busy planning
the first event of the year, which will be on
May 2nd. May 28th kicks off our summer
Brown Bag Series with great talent all
season long. Spring commencements will
be held for the graduating students of
Spoon River College and Western Illinois
University.
Thanks to Alex and our staff for planning
a great Legislative Day for us in
Springfield. We met with our State’s
leaders face to face to help make them
aware of the Macomb area’s legislative
interests and concerns. Thank you also to
the community leaders who gave of their
time to be a part of the group. There were
many of WIU’s affiliates in Springfield
during the day and evening, and they
joined us on several occasions throughout
the day.
The April Business After Hours at
Hollister’s Home Center hosted by
Hollister’s and ETC Communications was
great! The refreshments were excellent.
Also in April, Business Before Hours was
held at the YMCA and they did an
outstanding job of hosting the event, as
well. Thank you to each of these
Chamber/Downtown members for their
involvement in this program. May’s
Business After Hours will be on the 21st at
Shoe Sensation.
Congratulations to the Al Sears Jazz
Festival supporters and committee
members! The festival was chosen by the
WIU PAS (Performing Arts Society) for the

T HE MA C O MB A R E A A D V A NT A G E
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Community Service award for 2014. The
award is given to individuals who provide
unwavering support of the arts over
several years. The Al Sears Jazz Festival
has been strong since its inception over a
decade ago and this coming year’s
program and talent will be outstanding
once again. Please put September 19th21st on your upcoming calendar so you
won’t miss the 2014 Al Sears Jazz
Festival. The “Featured Headliner” will be
the beautiful and talented Cyrille Aimée.
For more information about the event
lineup, see the Al Sears Jazz Festival
website
(http://www.searsjazzfestival.com/)
With the onset of spring/summer, we
turn to thoughts of golf! Now is the time to
form your team and plan your strategy for
our annual Chamber Golf Outing on
Friday, June 20th. (See the registration
form on page 7.) This year’s event is
being held at Gold Hills Golf Club -- and
the weather WILL BE excellent!
Keep up the great effort and thanks for
supporting your local businesses!

STAFF
Alexandra Geisler - President
Sarah Wallick - Downtown &
Community Outreach Coordinator
Marilyn Sears - Admin. Assistant
Kathy Waters - Admin. Assistant

The NEW
Chamber/
Downtown
membership
directory is in!
Get yours NOW
at the MACCDDC
office.

MACCDDC 2014 Annual Member Golf Outing
June 20, 2013 (rain date - July 18th)
Registration Form - Deadline to register: June 13th

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Eric Moe - Chairman
McClure Engineering

John Maguire - Past Chairman
McDonough District Hospital

John Armstrong - Vice Chairman
First Bankers Trust

Julie Bland - Secretary
Heartland Bank & Trust

Jeremy Benson - Treasurer
Terrill Title Company, Inc.

Matt Glaser
American Family Insurance

Lisa Johnson
R&R Spa

Ray Bunch
Citizens Bank

Terry Sparrow
Jackson Street Market

Velvet Powell
Spoon River College

Chuck Laird
Farm King

Suzanne Fouts
Simply Suzanne

Tom Claudon
MidAmerica National Bank

John Vigezzi
Macomb Travel Company

Eric C. Moe, Chairman of the Board
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John Biernbaum
Western Illinois University

CONTACT INFORMATION:
TELEPHONE: 837-4855
FAX: 837-4857
E-MAIL: chamber@macomb.com
www.macombareachamber.com
214 North Lafayette Street
P.O. Box 274
Macomb, IL 61455
Hours: M-F 8:30 AM-4:30 PM

Mission Statement: The purpose of this organization is to promote the development
and growth of the Macomb area and to serve as a catalyst for the business, professional
and educational community’s collective efforts to enhance the economic climate and
quality of life for all our citizens.

“An agricultural grassroots organization devoted to ensuring the quality of life for
our county Farm Bureau members –
today and tomorrow."

1601 W. Jackson St., Suite 100, Macomb
309-837-3350
http://mcdonoughcountyfarmbureau.org

Individual (18 holes, Cart & Dinner)
Name of Golfer(s): ___________________________

$75/golfer
______________________________

Foursome (18 holes, Carts & Dinner for 4)

$300/foursome

Name of Golfer #1: _________________________________________________
Name of Golfer #2: __________________________________________________
Name of Golfer #3: __________________________________________________
Name of Golfer #4: __________________________________________________

Dinner Only

$25/person

Name(s): ___________________________________

__________________________________

CONTACT INFORMATION
MACCDDC Member: _____________________________________________
Contact Person: ___________________________ Phone: ______________
Email: _______________________________________
● PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:

MACCDDC

● MAIL WITH REGISTRATION FORM TO:

MACCDDC
PO BOX 274
MACOMB, IL 61455

NO REFUNDS!

MACCDDC to get New Software
COMING SOON: New membership database software! The MACCDDC staff will soon be implementing a new software
database system to enhance our member management. What does this mean for you? An easier way to keep your
information up to date, as well as more membership benefits! With the addition of this software, we will be able to add
even more benefits to your membership. It is important to us that you find value in being a member of our organization
and this improvement in our infrastructure will allow us to better serve you and your needs. Be on the lookout for
information regarding the change and new membership perks!

County
Market
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Committee Reports
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Advisory Reports were given. The possibility of
implanting constant contact methods was
addressed. Approval was given to create a
separate checking account for the annual Park-NCruise events, as they fundraise their own
funds. There was discussion about the role of the
Downtown Development Committee and the
committee members’ obligations. Potential
additions to the committee were also discussed.
Alex Geisler, President, gave an update on the
timeline of implementing initiatives that were
discussed at the Board Retreat in March. Board
members also heard three separate proposals on
membership database software. This software
would allow the MACCDDC staff to have access to
all member information in one central location
rather than separate documents, as with the current
system. This improvement in the organization’s
overall infrastructure would allow more time and
resources to expand on membership benefits,
services and recruitment. There was discussion
and questions regarding the proposed software and
its financial implications. The Board voted to
approve the recommended implementation of the
Chamber Master software program.
Alex also reported on various membership visits
done in the month of March and April. She spoke
about her community outreach involvement and
committees, including a report for the recent
Economic Outlook Luncheon. Alex encouraged the
Board members to register for the upcoming
Legislative Day on April 30th and also to recruit
others to attend. Downtown and Community
Outreach Coordinator, Sarah, gave a progress
report on downtown development, including making
a recruitment packet for those interested in starting
a business in the downtown area. Sarah also spoke
about the upcoming Chick-fil-A Leadercast that the
MACCDDC is co-sponsoring with the McDonough
County Farm Bureau on May 9th.
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday,
May 21, 7:30 am in the boardroom at Citizens
Bank.
AMBASSADORS
The Ambassadors were reminded that the
deadline to register for Legislative Day is fast
approaching and encouraged those that have not
registered, to do so ASAP. Business After Hours
will be on April 16th at the Hollister Home Center.
Business Before Hours will be on April 23rd at the
YMCA. A ribbon cutting is scheduled for Ramsey
Financial Services on April 22nd at 11:30 a.m. A
request was made for volunteers to sign up to help

with the Golf Outing on Friday, June 20th at Gold Hills.
New Ambassador, Kelsey Boyer, was welcomed. Dan
Donovan will become an Ambassador Emeritus. We
appreciate Dan’s many years of service.
The next meeting will be held on Monday, May 19,
noon, in the Community Room of City Hall.
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS
The committee members spent the majority of the
April meeting discussing plans for their upcoming
Legislative Day in Springfield on April 30th. Alex
Geisler worked with the group to secure committee
members to introduce each speaker during the
trip. The committee also discussed what topics and
areas of concerns the group wanted to address during
the trip. They discussed current legislation regarding
areas such as K-12 education, higher education,
transportation, and health care. Issues from last year
that need to be carried over to this year’s event were
also identified.
ROE Superintendent, John Meixner, and Macomb
School District #185 Superintendent, Mark Twomey,
talked in great lengths about the governor’s two
proposed budgets and how this can affect the school’s
finances for the upcoming year. Meixner reported
school districts are already receiving a prorated
number of dollars per student for general student
aide. This value has not increased over the past few
years and it is estimated that this proration will likely
decrease. This could be fatal to those school districts
who rely heavily on their state aide versus those who
have a higher percentage of income from local
aide. Twomey also reported there will be a speaker
coming to Macomb on April 21st to speak to the
instructors about providing education for the entire
continuum of kids. He invited the group and
encouraged community members to attend, as well.
McDonough District Hospital CEO, Kenny Boyd,
reported that construction on the emergency
department would begin on Monday, April 7th, weather
permitting. The construction should last approximately
18 months. Mayor Mike Inman reported on numerous
road construction projects about to begin, including the
project which will close Wigwam Hollow for a period of
time. He will also be traveling to Washington DC this
summer for Congressman Aaron Schock’s fly-in. Matt
Biermann with Western Illinois University spoke about
the University’s lagging enrollment numbers. The
forecast for the next five years shows a decrease in
high school graduates. It also predicts a decrease in
Caucasian college students and an increase in
Hispanic and Asian students. Due to these changing
demographics, the University is looking at expanding
their targeted area for recruitment. Kim Piece with
MAEDCO reported that the Ameren facility will begin
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2014 Economic Outlook Luncheon
construction in April or May and should be complete
by fall. The new construction will be located in the
Business Park. Dave Maguire spoke about Spoon
River College’s continued emphasis on career
oriented education. He also reported that $72,000
was cut from the veterans’ grant program, therefore
making it an unfunded mandate. Lastly, Bill Jacobs
from the McDonough County Housing Authority was
pleased to inform the group that they recently
received a 96 out of 100 score on their assessment,
which allows them an increase in their capital funds
from approximately $335,000 to over $400,000.
There will be NO May meeting as Legislative Day is
the day before the regularly scheduled meeting
time. The next meeting will be held on Thursday,
June 5th, noon at Western Illinois Business &
Technology Center, 510 N. Pearl.
TRANSPORTATION
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, May
15, noon, Aurelio’s back room.
DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT
The Downtown Development Committee is
currently working on their recruitment brochure and
recruitment packet for the downtown. The next
meeting will be Wednesday, May 14, 8:00 am at
Sullivan Taylor.
DESIGN COMMITTEE
No report.
LAMOINE VALLEY HUMAN RESOURCE
ASSOCIATION
The LVHRA met with Justin Lundgren, speaker. He
discussed “Drugs in the Workplace”. Topics the group
listened to were the changes and trends of synthetic
drugs and the legislative actions that are following
these emerging drugs. He also allowed the group to
ask questions. Some questions were about one –pot
labs and what to expect with concealed carry. Mr.
Lundgren reminded the group that if there is
threatening or suspicious activity regarding an
employee, to call the police department. Pella was
the winner of the $50 gift certificate for new members
to the group.
The next meeting will be Thursday, May 8, 11:30
a.m. at The Old Dairy.
YOUNG BUSINESS PROFESSIONALS
Kassie Coursen from VIBE came to speak at the
April Young Business Professionals meeting. The
next YBP meeting will be Wednesday, May 7, Noon
at the Old Dairy. The speaker will be Devin Kozicki
from Mosaic. If you would like to be added to the YBP
mailing list please email amber.patrick@frontier.com
your contact info.

The Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce and Downtown
Development Corporation held their annual Economic
Outlook Luncheon at the Macomb County Club on
Wednesday, March 26th. This event, co-sponsored by the
Western Illinois University College of Business and
Technology’s Economics Department, drew a crowd of over
70 people. Participants listened to William Strauss, Senior
Economist and Economic Advisor at the Federal Reserve
William Strauss, third from left, was the guest speaker.
Bank of Chicago, speak about the current outlook of our
economy on a state, national and global level. Strauss urged attendees to be cautiously optimistic when
considering the economic outlook. One major issue he addressed was the overproduction of goods, without
the same level of consumption demand. While this is currently affecting economic growth, it should help with
numbers in 2014. Strauss also spoke on the economic state and future of topics such as bank reserves,
home prices and unemployment. One theme evident throughout the entirety of the presentation was that,
while things are improving economically, we are still years away from the economy being completely back to
normal. We are beginning to feel the progress to normalcy, however it is a slow moving process.

New Chamber/Downtown Member Benefit
In an effort to expand our membership services and meet our members’ needs,
the MACCDDC announces a new marketing opportunity: the Email Blast
Program. Many of our Chamber/Downtown members inquire about our office
sending an email “blast” to our distribution lists, on their behalf. These requests
range from announcing a new product or service to advertising an upcoming
event and this new program allows you, as a member, to send emails to our
distribution list with the following stipulations:

Email
Blast
Progra
m

● The Chamber/Downtown staff will send ONE email “blast” per
business day. Similar to our newsletter inserts, you will need to make a
reservation for the day you want your email to be distributed. There would be
NO email blasts on days when the Chamber/Downtown office is closed. You may
reserve spots on a first come, first served basis by calling or emailing our office.
●

Email blasts will be sent “on behalf of” your business/organization. This would be stated in the email
to ensure that the email is not perceived as being endorsed by the Chamber/Downtown
organization. The MACCDDC staff reserves the right to reject an email due to its content.

●

You are responsible for formatting and constructing the email and sending it to our office
(chamber2@macomb.com) at least 24 hours prior to the reserved date. We will NOT edit the email
in any way. The Chamber/Downtown office will then “blast” it to our distribution list of over 700
contacts that have the option of forwarding it.

Continued on page 4

WGEM & Macomb…Better Together!
Call Michelle Hagerbaumer 217-228-6623
or Erica Mitchell 217-228-6674
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Chamber & Downtown Calendar

M AY 2014
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Farmers’ Market
7 am - 1 pm
NO Government
Affairs meeting

4

11

18

5

6

12

13

19

7

Young Business
Professionals
Noon, The Old Dairy

14

Downtown Development
8 am, Sullivan Taylor

20

21

MACCDDC Board
7:30am, Citizens

8

Farmers’ Market
7 am - 1 pm

Fri
2

Sat
3

Farmers’ Market
7 am - 1 pm

Park ‘N’ Cruise
6 - 9 pm

9

10

16

17

Farmers’ Market
7 am - 1 pm

LVHRA
11:30am, The Old Dairy

15

Farmers’ Market
7 am - 1 pm

Transportation
Noon, Aurelio’s

22

Farmers’ Market
7 am - 1 pm

Exec. Board
8:15am, MACCDDC

23

24

Ambassadors
Noon, City Hall

Farmers’ Market
7 am - 1 pm

Farmers’ Market
7 am - 1 pm

Business After Hours
4:30-6:00 pm,
Shoe Sensation

25

26

ori
em

y
Da
al

27

28

29

Farmers’ Market
7 am - 1 pm

30

31

Farmers’ Market
7 am - 1 pm

Brown Bag Concert
noon, Chandler Park

M

MACCDDC office closed

New Chamber/Downtown Member Benefit

Continued from page 3

 You may choose to send attachments with your email blast, keeping in

mind that it must not exceed the size limit and have the ability to be
forwarded.
●

The cost for this service is $20 per email blast. As a member, you can
send one email blast per month. If you reserve a space, then fail to
send us your email, you will still be charged the $20.

Emai
Blastl
Progra
m

It is not our intention to flood our members’ inboxes with emails, which is why we
will limit the email blasts to ONE per day.
We are excited to share this new marketing opportunity with you and hope that this will serve as an
inexpensive, yet highly effective, marketing tool for our members. If you have any questions, please do
not hesitate to contact Alex at MACCDDC@macomb.com or 837-4855.

Keith Waller, Owner
Brian Waller, Owner

1729 W. Jackson
Macomb, Illinois

Established 1933

Member FDIC

www.midnatbank.com
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Cleanup Week

MNB Shred Day

Macomb’s annual Spring Cleanup Week, where residents
are allowed to discard bulky items and more than the
usual amount of garbage, has been set for Monday
through Thursday, May 12-15. Crews will make a second
pass through the neighborhoods surrounding WIU on
Monday, May 19.
This spring’s free yard waste pick up began on April 3
and will run through May 8. In the fall, another free yard
waste pickup has been set for October 6 through
November 28.
The city yard waste site on Tower Road will be open
Thursdays through Sundays, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. until
November 2. After that, the hours will be 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The site will close for the year on December 7.

MidAmerica National Bank will hold it’s Community Shred
Day on June 7 from 9 a.m. to noon, according to Dylan
Whittin, head of the bank’s Go Green Committee. The
event will be held at the Spoon River College Outreach
Center’s parking lot (2500 E. Jackson St.). Anyone with
documents to be shredded may bring them to this location
during these hours. (See enclosed flyer)

New Members

+

=

Please remember to patronize and welcome new Chamber/Downtown members.

RAMSEY FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
LISSA CULLEN
30 W. SIDE SQUARE
MACOMB, IL 61455
309-837-2376
Ramsey Financial Services, Inc. offers all lines of
insurance products and investments. Five fullylicensed agents are on staff to assist you with your
needs. They are: Jim Wright, Ben Pratt, Spencer
Conlin, Lissa Cullen and Mary Hinman. Don’t
hesitate to call if we can be of service.
MACOMB INN
AHMED ZAHEER
1400 N. LAFEYETTE ST.
MACOMB, IL 61455
309-833-5511
www.macombinn.com

BERGMAN FARM SUPPLY
CATHY BERGMAN
1304 BUCHANAN
CARTHAGE, IL 62321
217-357-2714
www.bergmanfarmsupply.com
Bergman Farm Supply sells Aladdin hot and cold
power washers, Stronghold cattle handling & holding
equipment, livestock supplies, pet foods & supplies,
Redwing shoes, Muck boots, a variety of trailers, etc.

Business After Hours

Shoe Sensation
Memorial
Day
May 26th

1403 E. Jackson St.
Wednesday,
May 21st
4:30 - 6:00 p.m.

