April 2018 Newsletter

Please check your email
As an office with a staff of two, the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce works
hard to keep over 800 people informed
and updated on the latest happenings
with the Chamber and the local business
community. Email still proves to be our
most efficient and effective way to reach
this many people at once.
So this is where you come in...
When those Chamber email hit your
inbox, we encourage you to read them,
register for events, and add reminders to
your own personal calendar.
We send information via email, monthly
newsletters, social media posts,
committee reports, board meetings, and in print in our office. With all this, we will no
longer be able to send individual reminders for scheduled events, but we'll continue
to keep you as informed as possible.
We'll send you the information, you use it to your best advantage and together we
can make for a successful Chamber community!

Welcome to April; packed with local events, right in your community, that may
impact and increase your business. Make the most of your membership by staying
informed about the latest and greatest happening around you. Be in the know!

April 2018 Calendar
Available right here, on our website, via email, on Facebook, and in our office.

The new 2018-19 Macomb Area
Chamber of Commerce business
directory has been delivered to our
office. With over 3,000 copies, there are
plenty to go around. Stop in and pick up
one, two, or a few for your business.

Announcements & Opportunities
New position open in Chamber office
Exciting things are happening at the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce! We have
recently evaluated how we provide services and benefits to our members, and as a result
have decided to restructure our staff to address these needs. We are adding a Membership
Director! This position will be a part-time (30-32 hours) position offering moderate flexibility. If
you know of anyone looking for a position with these features, as well as the proper
qualifications listed below, please send them our way!

City of Macomb yard waste updates
The yard waste site located on Tower Road will open to City of Macomb residents beginning
on April 5. The hours are Thursday-Sunday,10 am to 6 pm.
The "No Sticker" Spring Yard Waste Collection has begun and will run through May 3. Yard
waste must be placed in Kraft-type paper bags, marked cans, or bundles. Bags, bundles or

cans may not exceed 50 lbs. Brush and branches must be cut to 4-foot
lengths and tied with twine only into bundles less than 2-feet in diameter.
Bundles tied with wire will not be collected. Waste Management totes may
not be used for yard waste.
Information: cityofmacomb.com

Illinois residents can make history
The Illinois State Treasurer's Office is offering an opportunity for Illinois
residents to showcase their artistic abilities by
entering a statewide contest to design the 2018
Bicentennial Medallion.
Stuart Layne, executive director of the Illinois
Bicentennial, said designs should highlight some
part of the state's 200-year history. "I think we
are open to all designs," Layne said. "That's why
we reached out to the public to seek some
creativity."
Entrants can only submit one design. May 1 is
the deadline to enter the contest.
The public will vote on the top five designs between June 1 and June 15, and the winner will
be chosen June 18.
Information: Illinois200.com.

Local deputy chief retires
After 23 years as an officer with the Macomb Police Department, Eric Lenardt has retired
with the rank of deputy chief.
Lenardt was recognized during a reception at
the Macomb Police Department. Macomb
Police Chief Curt Barker presented Lenardt with
a commemorative police whistle, a retirement
badge and a shadow box filled with
memorabilia from his time with the department.
Mayor Mike Inman proclaimed Friday, March 16,
2018, as Eric Lenardt Day in Macomb.
Information: macombpolice.com

MDH Board of Directors announces Executive Committee
On March 19, Rick Iverson, M.D. was elected as Board Chairman during the monthly
McDonough District Hospital Board of Directors meeting.
Kent Slater, who first joined the Board in 2007 and has served as
Chairman since 2012, announced he was stepping down as
Chairman during the February meeting but will remain as a Board
of Directors member.
Dr. Iverson, recently re-appointed to another three-year term last
month, has served on the Board of Directors since 2011. He
becomes just the fourth Board Chairman dating back to 1993
(Jack Fayhee 1993-2006; Dr. Donald Dexter 2006-2012; Kent Slater
2012-2018).
Andy Baker was appointed Vice-Chairman in February. Chuck
Butterfield serves as the Secretary/Treasurer. Term lengths for the Executive Committee are

for 2018.
Other Board members include: Kenneth T. Wright, DVM, Noel Oliver, J. Scott Clauson, Laura
Chaffee, and Jere Greuel.
Information: MDH.org.

Route 34 to close for reconstruction
All four lanes on the principal highway leading from Galesburg to Monmouth will close in
April for reconstruction that is expected to last through the fall. The
work on U.S. Route 34 will start April 16, and last until Oct. 1.
Gunther Construction, a division of United Contractors Midwest,
won the IDOT District 4 bid letting on March 9 for the project with
the lowest bid of $13.1 million. Michael McGillicuddy, vice president
of United Contractors Midwest, said this project marks the first time
in his 40-year career that he's been allowed to close a four-lane
road.
Information: idot.illinois.gov

Ribbon Cutting

The Ambassador Committee of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon
cutting and attended an open house on March 7 to celebrate the recent relocation and
renovation of the office of Lucie, Scalf, Sutton & Bougher - Attorneys at Law. Located in the
former Cowin Accounting office (202 N. Lafayette Street), the law office has served
McDonough, Hancock, Henderson, Fulton, Schuyler, Warren and Knox counties for over 40
years. They are a general practice firm with an emphasis in Estate planning, Real estate,
Family law, Tax preparation, Criminal Law and DUI cases.
Information: (309)833-1702, lucielaw.com or find them on Facebook.

2018 Economic Outlook Luncheon
Thank you to all who attended the 2018 Economic Outlook Luncheon on March 26 at the
Macomb Country Club. Sincere appreciation to William Strauss - Federal Reserve Bank of
Chicago, WIU College of Business & Technology, Dept. of Economics & Decision Sciences.

Thank you to our members who have continued their annual investment in the
Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce in
the month of March.
We value your commitment to a vibrant
business community. We look forward to
working with you to serve as a platform
that provides opportunities for growth and
development for your business and the Macomb area.
DNDC Telephone; Edifice Remodel; Edward Jones - David Wines; Laverdiere Construction;
Macomb Area Convention & Visitors Bureau; Margaret Roberts Travel; The Princess Shoppe;
Project Dance Company; Ramsey Financial Services; Sodexo Catering Services; Spoon River
College Outreach Center; VIBE; Westen Investments.

Macomb Business Academy
Macomb Business Academy is a multi-week course that allows a pre-registered group of
Chamber members to sit in on frank and honest discussions with community leaders on a
variety of topics, tours, and behind-the-scenes looks into many of Macomb's institutions.

Thank you to Dr. Ron Williams (Vice President for Student Services - Western Illinois University)
and President Curt Oldfield (Spoon River College) for discussing the importance of higher
education and workforce development in our community with our 2018 Macomb Business
Academy class on March 1.

The Macomb Business Academy spent the morning of March 8 touring the Macomb Police
Department, McDonough County Sheriff's Office, Macomb - McDonough County
Communications Center, as well as hearing from experts at the Western Illinois
University Office of Public Safety and the Macomb Fire Department. Thank you to all of our
local law enforcement and first responders for taking the time to give our group a behindthe-scenes look at community safety.

The Macomb Business Academy Class of 2018 spent the March 21 morning on the farm!
Thanks to Lowderman Cattle Company for hosting our group and discussing the importance
of livestock and agriculture-based business in McDonough County and Illinois. We truly
appreciate the years of experience and knowledge they provide to our area.

Thank you to Mike Woodrum - Woodrum Automotive and Mayor Mike Inman for meeting
with our 2018 Macomb Business Academy on March 29 to discuss the positive impact buying
within your community can have on us all.

New Members

Business After Hours - March 21
Macomb Country Club

Thank you to all who attended Business After Hours at the Macomb Country Club. Special
recognition goes out to Cathy Early (retired State Farm agent) who received the 2017
Annual Partners Business Leader of the Year award.

Local Statistics

For a complete list of area merchants who accept Chamber gift certificates,
please click here: Gift Certificate Participants
or visit the front page of our website at any time
www.macombareachamber.com

If you know someone who is interested in receiving this newsletter, please send their
name/email to info@macombareachamber.com. Thank you.
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