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Cutting the Ribbon

The Ambassador Committee of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce held
a ribbon cutting July 14th to celebrate the newly renovated and expanded
Macomb office of Benton & Associates, Inc. (804 W. Jackson St.), which has

been in the consulting engineering business since 1970. Benton & Associates was
founded and is headquartered in Jacksonville, Illinois but has had an office in
Macomb, at the current location, since 2005. This year Benton & Associates
worked with MidAmerica National Bank to enter into a lease for the entire office
space in front of the west bank branch and remodel the interior. Benton &
Associates is "excited about the opportunities this new space provides to better
serve our clients and immerse ourselves in collaborative infrastructure and facility
planning, engineering, and construction with them." Info: Benton & Assoc.

The Ambassador Committee of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce held
a ribbon cutting and open house July 14th for the new location of Macomb
Audiology and Hearing Aid Center (227 S. Randolph St.) to celebrate serving the
hearing needs of Macomb and the surrounding area for the past 11 years. Dr.
Christine M. Standard, Aud. is a practicing audiologist in Macomb and a WIU
grad; specializing in the testing for, fitting, maintenance and repair of hearing
aids. Info: 3098365031 or email MacombAud@Macomb.com.

The Ambassador Committee of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce held
a ribbon cutting July 27th to celebrate the opening of the new location of
A Boy & His Tiger, 5 East Side Square in Macomb. A Boy & His Tiger features a full
selection of comics, games and toys. Hours are 10 am to 5:30 pm, Mon.Sat.
Info: (309) 8377300, email aboyandhistiger@gmail.com or find them on
Facebook and Instagram.
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Announcements & Opportunities
Second Annual 'Tanney on Tour' a Success

Director of Athletics Matt Tanney, members of the Western Illinois Athletic
department and Rocky the mascot participated in the secondannual 'Tanney
on Tour' July 20th . Tanney and company visited the Macomb Area Chamber of
Commerce, as well as 40 other businesses around Macomb throughout the day
to thank them for their continued support of WIU Athletics.
"The tour is a great way to connect with our corporate partners and express our
appreciation for all they do to support our studentathletes and staff," said
Tanney. "Our community support in Macomb is second to none, and I value the
opportunity to enhance our relationships."
To see all participating businesses, go to Tanney on Tour II 2016 Businesses.

Morton Community Bank Acquires Heritage Bank of Central IL

A previously announced merger between Morton Community Bank and
Heritage Bank of Central Illinois was successfully completed in midJuly. The
former Heritage Bank locations were closed on July 9th and reopened July 11th
as additional divisions of Morton Community Bank.
"This day is great for our customers, our employeeowners and our shareholders.
Wherever our customers travel, they are not far from one of the 38 Hometown
Community Banks' locations in Central and Western Illinois," said Jean Ann
Honegger, CoCEO and Group President of Morton Community Bank.
Info: Hometown Banks.

WIU's CAIT Offers Correctional GED Prep Curriculum

Western Illinois University and The Center for the Application of Information
Technologies (CAIT) are working on a stateoftheart, national project that is
successfully providing correctional facilities with an internetbased high school
equivalency program, known as iPathways, for inmate use.
McDonough, Knox and Livingston County jails currently use the iPathways Oasis
project. The inmates in the McDonough County jail are using their commissary
money to pay for the high school equivalency test after completing the i
Pathways program. This program is of no cost to taxpayers.
Most of the iPathways Oasis team is made up of WIU alumni.
Illinois State Representative Norine Hammond is also supportive of the program.
"I am truly proud of the fact it came about as a collaboration of Western Illinois
University and the Illinois Community College Board," said Hammond. "I was able
to witness the program being used first hand when I was invited to the
McDonough County Jail. The program gives a new lease on life by providing
purpose and direction. It was very heartening to see."
Info: ipathways.org or cait.org.

IL Ecomonic Development Corp Gets New Name

The Illinois Business and Economic Development Corporation is getting a new
name. The newly founded publicprivate partnership pursued under Gov. Bruce
Rauner will now be called Intersect Illinois.
CEO of Intersect Illinois, Jim Shultz stated that, "The previous name did not roll off
the tongue or do much to sell the state."
The new corporation is tasked with collaborating with the Department of
Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) for increasing Illinois'
competitiveness for job creation and investment.
The new name change comes with an updated website and a fresh approach
to business branding for the state.
Info: Intersect Illinois.

Chamber in the Community

Mayor Inman showed city support to the Burlington Kennel Club July 13th when
they visited Macomb to plan the Dog Show held in late July.

Local Statistics
Taxes
June 2016

June 2015

Sales

$234,535.37

$234,854
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Motor Fuel

$48,630.90
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June 2015
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16

12

Volume Sold
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$1,528,005
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$127,333
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Labor Force
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If you know someone who might be interested in receiving this newsletter,
please forward on or add their name to the distribution list by emailing
info@macombareachamber.com.
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