December 2018 Newsle er

Execu ve Director Update
Happy Holidays from the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce! We've been selling a crazy amount of
Chamber gi cer ﬁcates, so I'm sure those of you that accept them are star ng to see more roll in to
your restaurants and stores. This is our busiest season for gi cer ﬁcate sales and with good reason they make a great gi and ensure that that money stays in Macomb. Stop in to our oﬃce or a
par cipa ng bank to purchase cer ﬁcates. Feel free to call in advance and we'll have them ready and
wai ng for you in our oﬃce at your convenience. Thank you for helping #keepi nmacomb by
purchasing Chamber gi cer ﬁcates!
Shay and I were able to a end the Illinois Associa on of Chamber of Commerce Execu ves (IACCE)
Annual Conference last month. The breakout sessions were inspiring and educa onal and the keynote
speakers were phenomenal. We look forward to implemen ng some great new ideas in 2019, so stay
tuned!
We wish each and every one of you a happy holiday season! Thank you, as always, for your con nued
support of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce!
Lauren Merri
Execu ve Director

Marke ng Director Update
The holiday season is always a buzz at the Chamber, as we get to embrace the #keepi nmacomb
philosophy in full eﬀect. The Macomb Area Chamber constantly keeps our ﬁnger on the pulse of the
business community, so we can best share all that you do to make Macomb and the surrounding
areas successful and vibrant.
From email blasts to social media, we con nuously stay up-to-date on the latest and greatest
happenings so we can serve as a source a source of informa on for our members and the community;
that one stop-shop to ﬁnd your most needed resources so that you can do your own job just a bit
easier.
Looking to get the word out about your business or organiza on but aren't sure how to navigate the
digital marke ng world? Short on me? That's where we come in. We've simpliﬁed it all into one list
for you. S ll confused?call our oﬃce and I would be happy to assist you.
Have late-breaking news that you want to share with the business community? Our monthly
newsle er and social media pages reach thousands of people and prove to be the most fast, costeﬀec ve way to share your informa on. As a Chamber member, we welcome you to email our oﬃce
when you have business news to share. We'll include it in our newsle er and share your posts on
social media. We love to see all the ways you #keepi nmacomb!
If you need more informa on or have new, exci ng ways that we can best serve you as a member,
please email me at shay@macombareachamber.com
Happy Holidays,
Shay Holland
Marke ng Director

#keepi nmacomb
Thank you to our members who have made it a part of their mission to #keepi nmacomb!
From hashtags to signs, we love to see the community come together to keep it local. If you
want to get in on all the ac on or would like to see your business featured here, please contact
our oﬃce and we'd love to help you explore your op ons.

Miss Macomb Scholarship Organiza on and McDonough District Hospital (MDH) teamed up to
celebrate the holidays and #keepi nmacomb at the annual Fes val of Trees.

Some familiar faces got together to spread a li le holiday cheer, as they welcomed Santa to
#keepi nmacomb via Amtrak's Zephyr Express train on Nov 30 as part of Downtown Macomb's
Dickens on the Square.

Informa on

Upcoming Events
Welcome to December; packed with local events, right
in your community, that may impact and increase your
business. Make the most of your membership by
staying informed about the latest and greatest
happening in the Macomb area.
Be in the know! Find the December 2018 calendar in
the newsle er, on our website, via email, on social media and in our oﬃce.

Calendar

Announcements & Opportuni es

McDonough Power Coopera ve par cipated in the twel h season of Coats for Kids, by delivering 234
brand new, warm winter coats to elementary students at schools throughout their service territory. The
program is funded by scrap metal sales as well as a matching grant from the CoBank Sharing Success
Program. For more informa on: www.mcdonoughpower.com.

Chamber members partner together
The Lamoine Re rement Living, LLC (203 N. Randolph St., Macomb) recently announced several
upcoming community partnerships with local
agencies.
Azer Clinic will open a clinic on the ﬁrst ﬂoor to
provide physical, speech and occupa onal therapy
to both residents and the public. Azer brings 35

years of progressive therapy to The Lamoine, like their "Big and Loud" program, speciﬁc to
Parkinson's pa ents. In addi on, the techs at Azer will educate clinical staﬀ in the safest way to
assist residents.
Western Illinois University Recrea on, Park and Tourism Administra on (RPTA) department is
partnering with The Lamoine to bring students in to provide ac vi es and social interac on with
residents.
The Lamoine will also provide free demen a training to all ﬁrst responders within the City of
Macomb. Kelly Shiraki, Director of Memory Care Services will provide educa on to the city
police department, ﬁre department and EMS so they will know how to best serve a community
member living with demen a.
For more informa on: 309-575-3018; www.thelamoine.com.
MDH hires new CFO
McDonough District Hospital announced the hiring of Jeﬀ Mullis as the Interim Vice
President/Chief Financial Oﬃcer. He began his du es on November 27.
Mullis - who works as a ﬁnancial execu ve in interim roles with B.E. Smith
- has spent the last 10 years working at 15 health care facili es as either
an Interim Chief Financial Oﬃcer or Chief Execu ve Oﬃcer, and owns
more than 35 years of experience in the business world. He takes over for
Linda Dace, who resigned earlier this month.
For more informa on: www.mdh.org.
Pella raises funds for breast cancer support
Pella in Macomb recently held a fundraiser selling pink bracelets as a part of Breast Cancer
Awareness month. They presented a check for $226 to the
McDonough District Hospital Founda on beneﬁ ng Linda's
Fund. Linda's Fund provides ﬁnancial support to breast cancer
pa ents who are using the services at MDH. Area schools,
community groups and individuals have helped support the fund
raising eﬀort.

Local organiza ons raise big funds for community well being
Supporters donated $10,825 to the Humane Society of McDonough County as part The Brix
Challenge 2018, a month-long fundraising eﬀort presented by
Chris Brix. The dona ons go toward medical care for local
animals, adop on promo ons, fostering programs, and more.
For more informa on: www.hsmcil.org.

A er signiﬁcant fundraising eﬀorts, the McDonough County
VIBE (Volunteers Interested in Beneﬁ ng Everyone) recently announced that the Macomb Park
District will be receiving $27,777 for the their Veterans Park ligh ng project. The organiza on

will contribute $32,232 to Macomb Flags of Love and $6,173
to the University of Illinois Extension Master Gardeners.
For more informa on: www.mcdonoughcountyvibe.com.
Macomb to build new middle school
A er years of studies and planning, the Macomb School
District oﬃcially announced it will build a new middle school.
The school will be built on a nearly nine-acre site just south of the
high school. The district is buying the land from Maple Avenue
Chris an Church for $160,000.
"I'm just elated. This Board of Educa on has supported this
concept from the very beginning. They put in a lot of extra hours
to help develop what this will look like eventually," said
Superintendent Dr. Patrick Twomey.
The administra on and school board will spend the next few
months deciding on a design for the school. Superintendent Dr.
Twomey hopes to unveil that plan by the summer. The Board of Educa on authorized the
district to borrow up to $17 million to build the middle school. The bond issue will not increase
property taxes because the district will pay oﬀ the bonds with its share of revenue generated by
the one-cent sales tax for McDonough County schools. The es mated cost of the new middle
school is not yet known.
For more informa on: www.macomb185.org.
Socks being collected for veterans
Shoe Sensa on is hos ng its 3rd annual "Socks For Troops" campaign as a way of giving back.
Each store will be collec ng socks for ac ve duty military or local
veterans in their local communi es un l December 24. Shoe Sensa on
has military approved socks in store and customers will be able to
receive 20% oﬀ the socks donated. Customers will so be able to bring in
new socks to be donated.
Shoe Sensa on has coordinated with veteran's groups to distribute the
items to local veterans in need as well as shipping socks and other items
to soldiers sta oned overseas in remote areas. While the military does
provide clothing including socks, extra socks are one of the top requests of U.S. personnel
overseas and the Socks for Troops program was developed to help ﬁll this need.
To ﬁnd a Shoe Sensa on near you, visit www.shoesensa on.com.
Survey results being collected
The new state-wide Sustainable Communi es Ini a ve has partnered with the University of
Illinois Extension to iden fy what the real sustainability challenges are in
Illinois communi es. Your response will help guide the goals for
research, outreach, and knowledge exchange.
This short survey that will help Extension be er serve the local need on
the topic of sustainability. The survey is only three ques ons and will
take less than ﬁve minutes to complete. Click here to complete:
Sustainable Community Survey
Informa on: cenroth@illinois.edu or 309-837-3939

To submit your business news

Ribbon Cu ngs

The Ambassadors of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cu ng November
1 for The Cra y Coop, LLC (206 N. Lafaye e St., Macomb), a new local business and Chamber
member. Owner, Laci Todd, opened the paint-your-own po ery studio on November 1, 2018.
Patrons can paint their own individual, pre-made pieces and pick up the completed pieces a er
glazing and ﬁring at a later date. Pieces range from $4 to $40. Chamber gi cer ﬁcates are
accepted. For informa on and hours, please ﬁnd them on Facebook.

The Ambassador Commi ee of the Macomb Area Chamber held a ribbon cu ng on November
2 for a new Chamber member and brand new store front in Macomb, All In Vinyl and
Bou que(3025 W. Jackson St.). Owner, Liz Stoneking oﬀers a full range of clothing for all ages
and sizes, custom crea ons, accessories, vinyl decals, signs, shirts, logos and more. Macomb
Area Chamber Gi Cer ﬁcates are accepted. For hours and informa on, please call (309) 3313380 or ﬁnd them on Facebook and Instagram.

The Ambassador Commi ee of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cu ng
on November 27 for Palm Springs Bo led Water by RNJ Distribu on, Inc. (219 S. Johnson Street,
Macomb). RNJ Distribu on oﬀers a water cooler and bo led water delivery service, coﬀee
service, cleaning products, paper goods, and more. Rick Coursey Jr. and wife Aimee opened the
business in September 2002, moving into the Johnson Street loca on in July 2018. For more
informa on: www.rnjdistribu on.com.
Want to add your picture here?
Good news, you don't have to be a brand new business to hold a ribbon cu ng. Redesigned
your oﬃce? Added new
employees? Want to feature a
new product? Just looking for a
lot of local exposure? Schedule a
ribbon cu ng with us. It's a FREE
way to tell the business
community that you want to
#keepi nmacomb! We bring the
scissors, take the picture, spread
the word to local media, and you
reap all the beneﬁts!

To schedule a ribbon cu ng

New Member

Member Renewal
Thank you to our members who have con nued their annual investment with the Macomb Area
Chamber of Commerce in the month of November.

We value your commitment to a vibrant business
community. We look forward to working with you to
serve as a pla orm that provides opportuni es for
growth and development for your organiza on and
the Macomb area.
All About You; Arnold Brothers Hea ng & Cooling; Aspen Cobb Avia on Services, Inc.; Court
Apartments; Bickford of Macomb; Buﬀalo Wild Wings - Macomb; Burger King; Century 21
Purdum Epperson - Lorraine Epperson; Chubby's Inc.; Clugston-Tibbi s Funeral Home &
Monuments; Community News Brief (Limestone Publishing, Inc.); Countryview Care Center; The
Crossing; Dodsworth-Piper-Wallen Funeral Home; Domino's; Edward Jones - Cory Clem; EPH
Service Company; Everly House; First Bankers Trust Company; Humane Society of McDonough
County; IMEG Corpora on (formerly McClure Engineering & Associates, Inc.); Jackson Street
Pub; Macomb Audiology & Hearing Aid Center; Masonic Temple; Macomb School District Unit
#185; McDonough County Voice; McDonough District Hospital; McDonough Telephone
Coop; Meredith Garage; Midamerica Na onal Bank; Midwest Express & Hay Grinding; Nelson's
Clothing; Nostalgia on the Square; Parnassus An ques & Curios; Pumo Insurance Agency,
Inc.; Purdum Gray Ingledue Beck, Inc.; Refreshment Services Pepsi; Regional Oﬃce of Educa on
#26; Rocky's Bar & Grill; Slater, Kent; Smith & Royer Apartments; Tilli Collision Repair; Wa s
Copy Systems; Wayland Ready Mix Concret, Inc.; Wells Fargo Advisors; Wesley United Methodist
Church; Wesley Village; West Side Lumber/Ace Hardware; Western Illinois University; Western
Illinois University Founda on; Whytehouse Catering; Woodrum Ford Lincoln Toyota; YMCA of
McDonough County.

Business A er Hours

Wesley Village - October 17

Commi ee Updates
Government Aﬀairs
The Government Aﬀairs Commi ee did not meet in November. The next Government Aﬀairs
Commi ee mee ng is on Thursday, December 6 at noon in the Community Room at City Hall.
Transporta on
The Transporta on Commi ee did not meet in November. The next scheduled Transporta on
Commi ee mee ng is on January 17 at noon at Gelsosomo's Pizzeria.
Young Business Professionals (YBP)
The Chamber would love to see the Young Business Professionals Commi ee become ac ve
again. As a small oﬃce, unfortunately we do not have the me needed to organize mee ngs
and events for this commi ee. If you are interested in chairing this commi ee or being an ac ve
par cipant, please contact the Chamber oﬃce.

Ambassadors
The Ambassadors held several ribbon cu ngs this month: All In Vinyl & Bou que, The Cra y
Coop and Palm Springs Bo led Water by RNJ Distribu on. The next scheduled Ambassadors
Commi ee mee ng is on January 14 at noon in the Community Room at City Hall.

Local Sta s cs
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