February 2018 Newsle er

Execu ve Director Update
Hello Chamber Members!
February is gearing up to be an exci ng month for us at the Chamber! We have been busy planning our
2019 Legisla ve Day in Springﬁeld and we're thrilled with how
everything has turned out. See the registra on form below to reserve
your spot, or register at www.macombareachamber.com.
I'm excited to a end another Discover Western program at WIU on Feb.
18. Last year I engaged in a lot of amazing conversa ons with poten al
students and their families; ﬁlling them in on what a great place
Macomb is to live. I also handed out directories, train schedules, and all
sorts of other informa on that will hopefully lead them to all of you. If
you want to oﬀer these poten al students any special deals or
giveaways to en ce them into your business, feel free to drop oﬀ
materials at the Chamber oﬃce and I'll display them on our table.
Our annual Partners Recep on is coming up on February 28; which is when we team up with
Downtown Development, the Macomb Area Conven on and Visitors Bureau, the Macomb Area

Economic Development Corpora on, and the Macomb Park District to give our annual updates,
awards, and recogni on. Please contact the Chamber if you would like to register to a end.
I wish you all the best this month. Let's hope the bi er cold is behind us for good! Thank you, as
always, for your con nued support of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce!
Lauren Merri
Execu ve Director

Marke ng Director Update
Hello,
I sincerely hope you are ge ng se led into 2019. We've all been thrown some weather curve balls and
you as a community s ll managed to make it all happen. We've all had a solid month to set some goals
and reevaluate where we are headed in the coming year. Some of you are
feverishly origami folding your shirts like Marie Kondo, some of you are
"leaning in" like Sheryl Sandberg, and some of you watching every cent like
Dave Ramsey. Whoever your role model is this year, we'd like to help you
take one baby step toward be ering yourself, your career, your
business/organiza on, and your community.
Are you looking to eliminate the clu er?
You ﬁnd all your Chamber-related materials in a digital format on our
website at www.macombareachamber.com. Simply sign into our Member
Informa on Center and you can go green by paying bills, upda ng your account lis ngs, submi ng job
lis ngs, events, and more. If you need help ge ng plugged in, please contact our oﬃce and we would
be happy to walk you through it.
Are you looking to get more involved?
Visit our events page on our website and social media. Pick an event that interests you and join us. It's
as easy as that! If see a commi ee that interests you, we'd love to have you pull up a seat at the table.
We have a team of Ambassadors and community leaders just wai ng to warmly shake your hand. As a
Chamber member, there is no obliga on to a end every single event, but you just might ﬁnd you have
a lot in common with the business people in your neighborhood. Give it a try, you just might like it!
Are you looking to save money?

There are many FREE Chamber beneﬁts that come with membership. The ﬁrst step is to update your
business lis ng on our website, make sure it's accurate, to ensure your customers can ﬁnd you when
they need your product or service. Next, drop oﬀ your business card or ﬂyer to our oﬃce. We get
several walk-ins looking for local recommenda ons. Make sure your informa on is front and center
when they need it. Lastly, do you have something to promote within your business? We can't share it if
we don't know about it. Email me your latest and greatest news so we can put it in our newsle er.
With it landing in over 800+ email inboxes, that's a lot of invaluable exposure.
If you don't see the start to your resolu on here, email me with any sugges ons or ques ons. We're
always looking to be er ourselves too and you just might be the perfect role model for us.
With kind regards,
Shay Holland
Marke ng Director
shay@macombareachamber.com

Chamber Updates

Printable version available here: Legisla ve Day

Government Aﬀairs
The Government Aﬀairs Commi ee met on January 3 and heard from Ben Jackson, Vice President
of Government Rela ons at the Illinois Bankers Associa on.
He spoke to the group about the changes star ng to take
place in Springﬁeld and what it means for us in Macomb.
With the elec on of Governor JB Pritzker, we can expect to
see more progressive bills go through. Jackson sees the
governor as a pragma st, but also as a businessman. "I don't
really see him as being someone that is an -business." He
said Governor Pritzker has pledged to represent all parts of
the state, and so far he is s cking to that pledge. We can see
that on a local level by the appointment of John Sullivan as
the Director of the Department of Agriculture. We are also seeing signs of bipar sanship. As for
the progressive income tax that Governor Pritzker wants, Jackson is not sure if we'll get there
since it is very hard to change the Illinois cons tu on. He thinks income tax will be raised, but
with protec ons for small businesses and low-income households. He does not think they will
pass individual taxes that will harm small businesses. We will probably see a gas tax and a
licensing fee for plates. Jackson had some advice for the upcoming visit to Springﬁeld on
Legisla ve Day: We need to set our priori es ahead of me and have a consistent, united voice.
He said to push for stable funding for the university and an infrastructure bill. He recommended
we try to meet with Governor Pritzker, John Sullivan and other legislators that are outside of our
district.
This is what we did when planning Legisla ve Day this year. We have a request in to meet with
the governor and are hopeful we will be able to meet with him, but there are no guarantees. We
are scheduled to meet with John Sullivan and our legisla ve panel includes at least eight diﬀerent
legislators. Of course we are mee ng with our own Sen. Jil Tracy and Rep. Norine Hammond, but
we will also meet with the ﬂowing representa ves:

1) Rep. Tony McCombie (71st district): A proud WIU alumna. Her district is located in the
northwestern part of the state.
2) Rep. Randy Frese (94th district): Located in the district next to ours in west central Illinois.
We share a number of the same issues because of our close proximity.
3) Rep. Dan Swanson (74th district): Located the district just above ours. We share a number of
the same issues because of our close proximity.
4) Rep. Tom Demmer (90th district): Serves the district in northern Illinois, which contains
Northern Illinois University. We share concerns over funding for higher educa on.
5) Rep. Terri Bryant (115th district): Serves the district in southern Illinois, which contains
Southern Illinois University. We share concerns over funding for higher educa on.
6) Rep. Dan Brady (105th district): Serves the district in central Illinois, which contains Illinois
State University. We share concerns over funding for higher educa on.
*These legislators are scheduled to meet with us during our panel. Of course, there is always a
chance that schedules can change, so we cannot guarantee their a endance.
We are also scheduled to meet with the Illinois State Board of Educa on, the Illinois Municipal
League, and the Illinois Department of Transporta on.
The next Government Aﬀairs Commi ee mee ng is on Thursday, February 7 at noon in the
Community Room at City Hall. The group will have a planning session for Legisla ve Day. All
Chamber members are welcome to a end. Pizza is available for $3 per person. Please rsvp to
info@macombareachamber.com or (309) 837-4855 to ensure we have enough pizza and sea ng.
DON'T FORGET TO REGISTER NOW FOR LEGISLATIVE DAY! Legisla ve Day is on Tuesday, February
19. You can register online here, or contact the Chamber oﬃce at
info@macombareachamber.com or (309) 837-4855. Bus sea ng is limited, so register soon!
Legisla ve Day is open to Chamber members and their employees only.
Transporta on
The Transporta on Commi ee met on January 17 and received an update from Simon Alwan,
Field Engineer with the Illinois Department of Transporta on. Updates were given on area
bridges; area roadways, including U.S. 67, U.S. 136, and U.S. 34; local updates on the Downtown
Square Reconstruc on, Candy Lane improvements, and various McDonough County highways.
For a copy of the complete update, contact the Chamber. The next scheduled Transporta on
Commi ee mee ng is on March 21 at noon at Gelsosomo's Pizzeria.

Young Professionals (YP)
The Chamber is revitalizing the Young Professionals Commi ee for
2019! The ﬁrst mee ng of the year is on Thursday,
February 7. The group will meet at 5:30 p.m. at
Buﬀalo Wild Wings in the back room. Please e-mail
info@macombareachamber.com if you would like to
be added to the commi ee e-mail list.

Ambassadors
The next scheduled Ambassadors Commi ee mee ng is on Monday, February 11 at noon in the
Community Room at City Hall.

Informa on

Upcoming Events

Welcome to February 2019; packed with local events,
right in your community, that may impact and increase
your business. Make the most of your membership by
staying informed about the latest and greatest
happening in the Macomb area. Some events are big,
some small; but they all help us #keepi nmacomb!
Be in the know. Find the February 2019 calendar in the newsle er, on our website, via email, on
social media and in our oﬃce.

Calendar

Announcements & Opportuni es
WIU physics ranks second in na on
For the fourth year in a row, the Department of Physics at Western Illinois University has been
ranked second in the na on by the American Ins tute of Physics (AIP) among ins tu ons oﬀering
a master's degree in physics as its highest degree.

In 2016-17, WIU awarded 15 Master of Science (MS) in
Physics degrees, while the ﬁrst-place ins tu on awarded
16 degrees. The AIP Sta s cal Research Center collects and
reports sta s cs on all U.S. physics programs na onwide
and follows the demographics and trends of the physical
sciences community. There are 56 ins tu ons na onwide
who award the MS as the highest degree in physics.
Informa on: wiu.edu/physics.
WIU athletes excel in the classroom
Final grades are in and Western Illinois Athle cs oﬃcially crowned its Fall 2018 semester with the
highest term grade point average in department history.
En route to a 3.199 mark, 44 Leatherneck studentathletes completed the semester with a perfect 4.0 GPA,
and a total of 129 earned honors with a 3.6 or above.
With an astounding 3.729, women's golf boasted the
highest team average within the department, while
soccer (3.375) pulled in the best mark on the men's side.
Informa on: goleathernecks.com
PAS raises funds for local arts
The Performing Arts Society (PAS) of the College of Fine Arts and Communica on at Western
Illinois University raised $4,000 during their ARTS Smart Trivia Night held
January 11.
The PAS raises money to support the arts in the Macomb community by providing grants which
allow children to par cipate in the youth performing arts series at WIU and high school students
to a end summer music camp. The ARTS Smart Trivia Night, sponsored by Macomb Audiology
and Hearing Aid Center, had teams of eight work together to answer ques ons in order to earn
the most points to be the winning team.
The next event for the PAS is the Performing Arts Society Gala and Auc on on April 6 in the WIU
University Union Grand Ballroom. The gala is a formal event that includes a served dinner, both
live and silent auc on, a live band performance and dancing.
Informa on: wiu.edu/cofac/pas/

Kiwanis Club of Macomb donates to MDH Pediatric Clinic
The McDonough District Hospital Pediatric Clinic's Reach Out and Read
program will receive more than 400 new books as a result of a $1,000
dona on by
the Kiwanis
Club of
Macomb.
Brought to
the clinic in
December
2017, the
Reach Out
and Read
program
promotes
early literacy
and school readiness by providing developmentally-appropriate books to pediatric pa ents
star ng at the six-month checkup through age ﬁve. The MDH Pediatric Clinic is one of 135 sites
throughout Illinois to par cipate in the program.
Na onally, more than four million children have beneﬁted from the program across 5,000 sites.
Informa on: MDH Founda on oﬃce, (309) 836-1757.
United Way hires new execu ve director
The McDonough County United Way has recently hired Healther Jones as the new execu ve
director. Jones will focus on fundraising, event planning, and
administra ve du es in keeping with the mission of the McDonough
County United Way. Jones is succeeding Jessica Heitner, who le the
posi on within the last month.
United Way is a collec ve group of donors, advocates, volunteers, and
partners who ﬁght for the health, educa on, and ﬁnancial stability of
every person in every region. And this year, United Way celebrates living
United for 50 years in McDonough County.
Informa on: mcdonoughunitedway.com
City of Macomb hires community resource coordinator

Macomb Mayor Michael Inman has announced the appointment of a Community Resource
Coordinator, a newly created posi on within the City of Macomb.
Bria Thurman, whose posi on is funded through a one year
partnership with AmeriCorps Volunteers in Service to America, will
operate out of the mayor's oﬃce.
The purpose of the partnership will be to be er allocate and provide
more essen al resources to the residents of Macomb. The mission of
the Community Resource Coordinator will be to act as an ini al point
of contact for ci zen access to local social services, non-proﬁts, and
special interest programs in the area in a more accessible way. The
Community Resource Coordinator will act as a liaison for individuals
and families in need to the organiza ons who can meet those needs.
Informa on: cityofmacomb.com
Edward Jones receives top honors
Financial services ﬁrm Edward Jones has been named to FORTUNE magazine's list of the World's
Most Admired Companies, a ranking of the most respected and
reputable companies. The ﬁrm ranked fourth in the category of
Securi es/Asset Management.
Based on a survey of 3,750 execu ves, directors, analysts and
experts, the ranking takes into account nine criteria from investment value and quality of
management and products, to social responsibility and the ability to a ract talent.
The most admired ranking is the latest in a series of honors for Edward Jones by FORTUNE
magazine. In its 19th appearance on the list, the ﬁrm ranked No. 5 on FORTUNE magazine's "100
Best Companies to Work For 2018" list. Edward Jones also was named a great place to work for
women, for millennials and for parents by the Great Place to Work and Fortune magazine.
Informa on: www.edwardjones.com

To submit your business news

#keepi nmacomb

The Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce is a proud supporter of Western Illinois University
Athle cs. The Chamber was the game sponsor on
February 2 as the men's basketball team took on
North Dakota State University at Western Hall.
This game, and several spor ng events, bring many
spectators, players, coaches, and staﬀ to our
community who are looking for dining, lodging,
entertainment, banking, shopping op ons, and
more while they are here. Please give them a warm
welcome and help them #keepi nmacomb.
For more informa on on WIU Athle cs, visit
www.goleathernecks.com

Informa on

Ribbon Cu ngs

The Ambassador Commi ee of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cu ng
on January 22 for new Chamber member, Liberty Tax. Liberty Tax Service, is your local income tax
prepara on franchise, oﬀering quality tax prepara on at an aﬀordable price. Now accep ng
Chamber Gi Cer ﬁcates. Guests are also treated to free snacks and videos to entertain children
while tax services are being performed. Informa on: (309) 833-3330.

The Ambassador Commi ee of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cu ng
on February 1 to celebrate the recent addi on of Chick-ﬁl-A to the many dining op ons located
within the University Union on Western Illinois University's Macomb campus. For complete hours
of opera on and more informa on: visit www.wiu.edu.
Want to add your picture here?
Good news, you don't have to be a brand new business to hold a ribbon cu ng. Redesigned your
oﬃce? Added new employees?
Want to feature a new product?
Just looking for a lot of local
exposure? Schedule a ribbon
cu ng with us. It's a FREE way to
tell the business community that
you want to #keepi nmacomb!
We bring the scissors, take the
picture, spread the word to local
media, and you reap all the
beneﬁts!

To schedule a ribbon cu ng

New Member

Member Renewal
Thank you to our members who have con nued their
annual investment with the Macomb Area Chamber of
Commerce in the month of January.
We value your commitment to a vibrant business
community. We look forward to working with you to

serve as a pla orm that provides opportuni es for growth and development for your
organiza on and the Macomb area.
All State Insurance - Stacy Foxall; Allegra; Car Care Center, Inc.; Casey's East/West; Comcast
Business; Gamage TV & Appliance; Gelsosomo's Pizzeria; Great River Country Tourism
Development Oﬃce; Edward Jones - Mike Eckardt; Jeﬀerson House Apartments; Macomb Park
District; McDonough County United Way; Midstate Graphics; Pizza Hut; RE/MAX Uniﬁed Brokers,
Inc. - Becky Peabody; RE/MAX Uniﬁed Brokers, Inc. - Nick Cur s; Triple H Investments; University
of Illinois Extension; Vision Consultants.

Business Before Hours

Thank you to all who braved the elements to a end Business Before Hours on January 23. A
special thank you to Hy-Vee for a delicious start to the day.

Business A er Hours

Thank you to all who a ended Business A er Hours on January 16. We hope our smiling A-team
Ambassadors made you feel welcome. A special thank you to Arnold Brothers Hea ng & Cooling

for their hospitality.

Local Sta s cs
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