February 2018 Newsletter

Welcome to February; packed with local events, right in your community, that may
effect and increase your business. Make the most of your membership by staying
informed about the latest and greatest happening around you. Be in the know with
our monthly calendar of events. Available right here, on our website, via email, on
Facebook, and in our office.
February Calendar of Events

Announcements & Opportunities
Adios to a Legend!
On February 22, the Chamber will say good-bye to a legend. While she has been enjoying
semi-retirement for a while, Marilyn Sears has finally decided that it is time to kick up her

heels and go full-on into retirement! The Master of the
Chamber Gift Certificate Program, Herder of
Ambassadors, and Creator of the Community Calendar
plans to spend her time traveling to visit family and friends,
working in her yard, and just enjoying all of the things that
she has worked for. Marilyn started working at the
Chamber in April 2011. In that time we have given her
many titles including Office Assistant II, Office Manager,
Editor-in-Chief and many more that will remain intra-office
jokes. Her acerbic wit will be missed by many, especially
the Ambassadors! We want to wish Marilyn well and thank
her for her years of service that included three presidents,
two assistants, the occasional office dog, the
implementation of ChamberMaster (don't be fooled, she really loves it!) and the fun of
running an office with three people that does the work of twelve. Thank you, Marilyn. Go
enjoy a well-deserved retirement!
And that means.....
Upon learning of Marilyn's intended retirement, the board of directors decided to
restructure and realign certain responsibilities in the office to better and more efficiently
serve our members. We will be hiring a new staff member to serve in the role of
Membership Director. That person will work on the recruitment, retention and engagement
of all of our members and ensure that the benefits we offer are the ones our members
want and need. Shay Holland will become the Marketing Director, largely continuing to do
what she already does so well: social media, website, email blast, newsletter, calendar of
events and more. Kathy Waters' role will change from President to Executive Director where
she will oversee all office operations, projects, finances, advocacy and more.
During this transition, we will work hard to ensure all of our members' needs continue to be
met in a timely manner. However, please note that there will be times that the office will
have to be closed for Chamber events, meetings and other staff responsibilities. We will
give as much advance notice as possible when we will be closed during regular office
hours (M-F, 8:30 am-4:30 pm). For those that regularly redeem gift certificates, we
encourage you to call ahead. As always, Chamber Gift Certificates can be purchased at
the following member banks: Citizens Bank, First State Bank, First Bankers Trust, MidAmerica
National Bank and United Community Bank.
We appreciate your patience and cooperation and look forward to new and exciting
changes in 2018!

Park District and Hy-Vee team up to raise funds
The Macomb HyVee and the Macomb Park District teamed up for a month-long "Push 4
Parks" fundraiser to benefit park facilities and local, youth sports leagues. The combined
efforts and a portion of proceeds from the Macomb Hy-Vee bakery cookie sales resulted in
a donation of $468. Information: macombparkdistrict.com

WIU Athletics hires new football coach
Western Illinois University Athletics named Jared Elliott head football coach at an official
press conference held January 4. Western Illinois Director of Athletics Matt Tanney
confirmed that previous head football coach Charlie Fisher had accepted the wide
receivers coach position at Arizona State. Elliot has been with WIU since the 2016 season,
serving as quarterback coach, co-offensive coordinator, and assistant head coach.
Information: goleathernecks.com

WIU earns best online program ranking
Western Illinois University has been recognized by U.S.News & World Report for offering
some of the best online degree programs. Western is ranked 60th out of 347 ranked
colleges and universities from across the U.S. in "Best Online Programs: Bachelor's" category
and is one of two Illinois public universities in the top 75. WIU offers 463 online classes (320
undergraduate; 143 graduate) and seven undergraduate and graduate degree
programs. Information: www.wiu.edu

MDH staff receives Healing Hand award
McDonough District Hospital (MDH) congratulates the Admitting staff for receiving a
Healing Hand award, an honor within the Grateful Patient Program at MDH.
The Grateful Patient Program provides an opportunity for patients and/or families to show
their gratitude and appreciation in honor of the excellent care received. In addition to
recognizing a Healing Hand, patients and/or families may make a financial contribution to
support an area of care or direct their gift to a more specific cause. Gifts are used to
enhance and continue the outstanding level of care in our community.
Information: MDH Foundation office, (309) 836-1757 or MDH.org

Goodwill welcomes new director of retail
Goodwill Industries of Central Illinois has announced Susan Walker as the organization's new
Director of Retail.
"Susan brings a fresh perspective to our stores, said Don Johnson,
Goodwill of Central Illinois President & CEO. "Susan's vast experience will
allow us to continue to improve the quality shopping experience that
our customers expect and deserve."
Information: www.goodwillpeo.org

Ribbon Cuttings

The Ambassador Committee of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce celebrated the
recent relocation of Make Fit Happen to 1208 N. Lafayette St. in Macomb with a ribbon
cutting on January 17. The Chamber's monthly Business After Hours event was hosted by
Make Fit Happen at the new facility that same evening, with the Miss Macomb Scholarship
Organization serving as co-host. Make Fit Happen, owned by Kristin Conrad, offers a full
array of fitness, personal training, and strength training classes.
For more information: (309) 255-3169 or www.makefithappen.net

The Ambassador Committee of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon
cutting with R&R Spa (102 N. Side Square, Macomb) to celebrate their ten year
anniversary, the recent interior remodel of the business, and the addition of new client
services. R&R Spa is a full service facility offering massage, facial/nail/hair treatments,
waxing, spa packages, and makeup palettes. The addition of new ethnic hair services
includes Etae Press, braids, extensions, wigs, relaxers, and sew ins.
For more information: (309) 833-3401; www.therandrspa.com or find them on Facebook.

New Members

Email Blast 101

Here's all you need to know to get started with one of our most popular and effective
member benefits. Need to turn that PDF into a JPG? simply visit smallpdf.com.

Thank you to our members who have continued their annual investment in the
Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce in
the month of January 2017.
We value your commitment to a vibrant
business community. We look forward to
working with you to serve as a platform
that provides opportunities for growth
and development for your business and the Macomb area.
The Bird's Nest Knit & More; Car Care Center; Counseling Cares, P.C.; The Enchanted Florist;
Flack; Gamage TV & Appliance; Heartland Health Care & Heartland Rehabilitation; The
Housing Authority of McDonough County; Jefferson House; Apartments; McDonough
County United Way; McRaven & Stephens; Midstate Graphics; More Medical; Platinum Hair
Salon; Re/Max - Becky Peabody; Re/Max - Nick Curtis; Roger Carmack; Soil Service, Inc.;
Sullivan Taylor; Triple H Investments; University of Illinois Extension; Wells Fargo Advisors.

Macomb Business Academy
The Macomb Business Academy (MBA) kicked off on January 18 with everyone's favorite
inspirational speaker Gordy Taylor. Follow the journey of these 23 Chamber members as
they learn about how Macomb works! They'll be touring manufacturing plants, visiting
farms, checking out the McDonough County jail, and many other programs intended to
show them the diverse facets of Macomb's economy and how they all work together to
ensure the success of our community.

Business Before Hours - January 24
Macomb Area Convention & Visitors Bureau

The next Business Before Hours is Wednesday, April 25 from 7:30 to 8:30 am
at Nostalgia Decor & Gifts, 208 S. Johnson St.

Business After Hours - January 17
Miss Macomb Scholarship Organization/Make Fit Happen

The
next

Business After Hours is February 21 from 4:30 to 6 pm
at Grand Prairie Assisted Living, 1307 Meadowlark Lane.
As a chamber member, you and all of your fellow employees are welcome to attend.

Local Statistics

For a complete list of area merchants who accept Chamber gift
certificates, please click here: Gift Certificate Participants

or visit the front page of our website at any time
www.macombareachamber.com

If you know someone who is interested in receiving this newsletter, please send
their name/email to info@macombareachamber.com. Thank you.
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