January 2018 Newsletter

A new year means plenty of opportunities to make your Chamber membership
work for you. This newsletter provides just a few examples of ways to get involved,
get inspired, and get invested in your local business community. Hello 2018!

Welcome to 2018; packed with local events, right in your community, that might
effect and increase your business. Make the most of your membership by staying in
informed about the latest and greatest happening around you. Be in the
know with our monthly calendar of events
Available right here, on our website, via email, on Facebook, and in our office.
JANUARY 2018 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

How Churches Benefit from a Chamber Membership
There are many benefits that come with a Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce
membership; many of these are particularly

impactful to our church members. For
instance, Business Before Hours provides the
perfect opportunity to welcome fellow
Chamber members into your church,
showcase your facility and let them know
everything you do for the community. This
event is held four times per year, on the fourth
Wednesdays of January, April, July and
October. Providing a simple spread of coffee,
juice and muffins, it can stay very budgetfriendly. Let our office know if you would like to
host a Business Before Hours!
Our popular Business After Hours events, held monthly on the third Wednesday, are
excellent ways to reach out to the business community and introduce new pastors and
parishoners. And don't forget about our effective email blast and newsletter insert
marketing programs. These affordable benefits are simple to use and provide a targeted
market to tell the community about your next event, service, vacation bible school, etc.
While church memberships are very affordable, it is essential that you get the most out of
your membership: get involved, utilize our resources, be aware!

Announcements & Opportunities
Macomb celebrates bicentennial kick off
A Bicentennial flag raising ceremony was held on December 4 on the front lawn of the
Macomb City Hall (232 E. Jackson
Street). This flag-raising ceremony,
which coincided with ceremonies
held throughout the state,
represented the kick-off of a yearlong celebration to commemorate
the State of Illinois' 200th birthday.
Illinois became the 21st state in the
union on December 3, 1818. Illinois
Bicentennial will honor the many
ways that Illinois has influenced
American history, achievement,
culture, innovation, and more.

Macomb fixture to retire
After 32 year as a State Farm Insurance agent in Macomb, Cathy Early, retired on
December 29.
Early is passing the agency on to Tom Conklin, a State Farm agent in Farmington for the
past 15 years. Conklin will maintain both locations. Current staff members will remain on
board. She plans to stay in Macomb and continue her current leadership roles, which
include involvement on the Western Illinois University Board of Trustees and the
McDonough District Hospital Foundation.
Information: www.conklinSF.com

Local manufacturer
organizes fundraiser
A group of third-shift workers
at Pella Corporation
presented The Salvation
Army of Macomb with a
check for $421; which was
raised from a breakfast
fundraiser organized by
Pella employees.

Small Businesses celebrate big
anniversaries
Bird's Nest Knit and More (129 S. Randolph Street, Macomb) will celebrate their one
year anniversary in business this January.
Nostalgia Decor & Gifts (129 N. Randolph Street,
Macomb) recently celebrated their fourth year in
business.
Chubby's (2 West Side Square, Macomb)
celebrated their fifth anniversary in business at
the end of December.

Bank expansion leads to new name
As of December 1, First State Bank of Illinois is now known as Fortress Bank.
Officials say the opening of a new loan
production office in Davenport, Iowa in
January will mean the bank's outreach will be
beyond Illinois. The new name will allow for a
brand that is not tied to a certain geographic
area.
First State Bank of Illinois now operates ten
banking centers, including those in Peoria,
Pekin, LaHarpe, Carthage, Hamilton,
Macomb, Monmouth, Blandinsville, Colusa,
and Bettendorf, Iowa.
There will be no change in ownership or
necessary updates for existing customers.

Information: www.bankfortress.com
Hospital Visitor changes at MDH due to flu season
McDonough District Hospital of Macomb announced recommendations for visitors due to
a widespread increase in influenza activity
throughout the state and community.
The Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH)
issued a statement recommending hospitals
implement the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's (CDC) comprehensive
influenza prevention and control recommendations.
Many counties in Illinois have experienced high levels of influenza-like illness (fever of 100
degrees or higher, plus cough and/or sore throat).
MDH visitor recommendations:
Only persons 18 years of age or older visit, unless seeking medical attention.
Limit the number of visitors to two (2) per patient at any one time.
Visitors with acute influenza-like illness symptoms not visit, but if they must visit to wear
a medical mask (can be provided by the hospital).
MDH will continue these guidelines until the IDPH lowers the state influenza activity level to
"Sporadic" or below. For those individuals who have not gotten a flu vaccination yet, flu
shots are available at the McDonough Medical Group primary care clinics (by
appointment) and the MDH Convenient Care clinic inside the Macomb Hy-Vee.
Information: www.mdh.org

Local realtors give back to community school
The local LaMoine Valley Realtor Chapter of the Peoria Area Association of Realtors(PAAR)
and the PAAR Cares Foundation held a
fundraiser during the month of
December, which resulted in
a collected donation of over $1,500 for
new winter boots for students at Lincoln
Elementary School in Macomb.
Information: www.paarealtors.com

Ribbon Cuttings
City of Macomb: The Ambassador Committee of the Macomb Area Chamber of
Commerce, the City
of Macomb and
Amtrak officials held
a ribbon cutting
ceremony to
celebrate the
recent renovations
at the Macomb
Amtrak Depot (120
E. Calhoun St.) on
December 5. The
renovations which
included ADA
accessibility
upgrades consisted
of a new exterior
ramp, interior and exterior door modifications, as well as remodeling of the bathrooms and
seating area inside the station. Macomb was chosen as the pilot program for many
federally-funded Amtrak renovation projects to be done across the United States. Local
firms McClure Engineering and Laverdiere Construction were hired to complete the
project. "We were happy to be chosen by AMTRAK to be part of this pilot project," said
Mayor Mike Inman. "We believe the local approach taken with this project, saved tax
payer dollars," Inman added. For more information, visit the City of Macomb website at
https://cityofmacomb.com/
Diamond D's Western Store & Home Décor: The Ambassador Committee of the Macomb
Area Chamber of Commerce held a
ribbon cutting on December 15 for
Diamond D's Western Store & Home
Décor (1625 W. Jackson St., Macomb),
a Chamber member and gift
certificate program participant since
March 2017. The retail shop offers a full
array of home décor, apparel, jewelry,
accessories, boots and more. For more
information, call (309) 836-3744;
visit www.diamonddswestern.com or
find them on Facebook, Instagram
and Twitter.

New Member

Thank you to our members who have continued their annual investment in the
Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce
in the month of December 2017.
We value your commitment to a vibrant
business community. We look forward to
working with you, to serve as a platform
that provides opportunities for growth
and development for your business and the Macomb area.
Allegra; Arnold Brothers; Bridgeway; The City of Macomb; Macomb School District #185;
Make Fit Happen; McDonald's - West; McDonough County Farm Bureau; McDonough
County Soil & Water; McDonough District Hospital; Regional Media; Smith & Royer
Apartments; United Community Bank.

Chamber Board Updates
We would like to acknowledge and thank outgoing board members Jeremy Benson of
Terrill Title Company, Inc. and Matt Glaser of
American Family Insurance for their many years
of service to the Macomb Area Chamber of
Commerce and its members. Jeremy and Matt
have both served in many roles and have
provided a unique and valuable perspective to
the board. We wish them the best and look
forward to their continued involvement through
their Chamber membership.
At the same time, we would like to welcome new board members Patrick Kolata, Edward
Jones and Patrick Osterman with McDonough District Hospital to the board. We look
forward to the insight they can provide through the experience in the service industry
(Kolata) and from one of the area's major employers (Osterman). Thank you for agreeing
to serve and welcome aboard!

Chamber in the Community
The Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce is a proud partner of Santa's Zephyr, a part of
Dickens on the Square held December 1-2. This effort, led by the City of Macomb
Downtown Development Office and Amtrak, brought 200+ people from the tri-state region
to our community to enjoy all Macomb has to offer.
Special thanks to our hard working volunteers: Macomb Police Department, Macomb
Police Explorers, Birkey's Farm Store, Senator Jil Tracy's office, Miss Macomb Scholarship
Organization, and the Macomb Area Convention and Visitors Bureau. Lastly, this is a true
effort among others on the Quincy/Chicago corridor. Holly Cain of the Quincy Convention
and Visitors Bureau was responsible for the magnificent train decorations.
Thank you!

Business After Hours - December 20
MidAmerica National Bank

Local Statistics

For a complete list of area merchants who accept Chamber gift
certificates, please click here: Gift Certificate Participants
or visit the front page of our website at any time
www.macombareachamber.com

If you know someone who is interested in receiving this newsletter, please send
their name/email to info@macombareachamber.com. Thank you.
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