January 2019 Newsle er

Execu ve Director Update
Happy New Year, Chamber Members!
Welcome 2019! I always love the beginning of a new year - it's a great me for change. We're making a
few changes here at the Chamber this year and we're excited to see what's to
come.
We rolled out a new payment system that will allow you to easily and securely
pay your invoices online with either a credit/debit card or with your bank
account. We would love to see more of you switch over to electronic invoicing
and payments, which you can do in the Member Informa on Center (MIC) or by
contac ng us.
We're also excited to now be u lizing online event registra on for our larger events, such as our
upcoming Legisla ve Day. You can sign up yourself or a group in a jiﬀy and you can either pay then or
ask to be invoiced.
We have also made updates to our sponsorship opportuni es and will be mailing and e-mailing out an
updated sponsorship opportunity catalog soon. Sponsorships are a great opportunity to highlight your
business or organiza on at Chamber events, such as Legisla ve Day, Legisla ve Luncheon, the Chamber
Golf Ou ng, and more!
Thank you, as always, for your con nued support of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce! We
wish you the very best in 2019!
Lauren Merri
Execu ve Director

Marke ng Director Update
Happy 2019!

A new year always gives us at the Chamber the chance to bring fresh and exci ng opportuni es to help
u lize your Chamber membership, be er build your business/organiza on, and
connect you to the community where you live, work, and play.
How can you get involved? Make it a New Years resolu on to check your email,
social media, and our website for the latest and greatest Chamber informa on.
What's the next step? 2019 is the perfect me to get out of your comfort zone a
bit and start a ending our many networking, commi ee, and educa onal
events. We promise our staﬀ and friendly Ambassadors will be right there to greet you, shake your
hand, and help you navigate all those new business contacts just wai ng to meet you.
S ll need more informa on? As a Chamber member, we love to hear from you about how we can best
meet your needs in the coming year. Email me at any me with ques ons, ideas, and more at
shay@macombareachamber.com.
Kind regards,
Shay Holland
Marke ng Director

Chamber Updates
New For 2019! GO GREEN with online bill pay!
We are now oﬀering online billing and payments. We previously allowed online bill pay through PayPal,
but we have added a new payment feature in the Member Informa on
Center (MIC) that will make it easy for you to receive electronic invoices
and pay online with your credit card, debit card, or directly from your
bank account. You can even sign up for automa c withdrawal, so you
never had to worry about late payments again. This new system is just
part of the way we are helping make the Chamber more eﬃcient for you.
Stay tuned for more detailed informa on in the next month.
Contact us at info@macombareachamber or (309) 837-4855 to sign up
today!
Change to Chamber gi cer ﬁcate redemp on fees
Due to an increase in costs to print, package, and adver se our Chamber gi cer ﬁcates, there is a
slight increase in the redemp on fee, eﬀec ve Jan. 1,
2019. The fee is now 1.5%. This increase is minimal to
those of you who accept and redeem gi cer ﬁcates,
but spread out across everyone who accepts them it is
enough to allow us to con nue this great program and
#keepi nmacomb. Thank you for suppor ng our
Chamber gi cer ﬁcate program!

2019 Board of Directors

Government Aﬀairs
The Government Aﬀairs Commi ee met on December 6 and heard from John Lowder, President
of Lowder Governmental Solu ons. He currently represents the Illinois Associa on of Regional
School Superintendents in Springﬁeld. Lowder gave a recap on the recent elec on and a look
ahead at 2019. He believes there were four reasons for the tremendous blue wave in the recent

elec on: 1) IL had a very unpopular republican candidate; 2) The US has a very unpopular
republican president, 3) Organized labor sided with the democra c candidates; and 4) The
demographics in IL are changing. The next general assembly has a super majority, with 74 house
democrats and 40 senate democrats. There is also 42 brand new legislators. Looking ahead, he
believes the state budget will s ll be a problem since there is not enough revenue coming in
and because the state has so many unpaid bills. There will s ll be a pension problem since the
state cannot take away beneﬁts already earned. Lowder said we should prepare for $15
minimum wage, as there does not seem to be a way to prevent it.
The next Government Aﬀairs Commi ee mee ng is on January 3 at noon in the Community
Room at City Hall. We will hear from Ben Jackson from the Illinois Bankers Associa on.
The annual Chamber Legisla ve Day is on February 19 this year. The Government &
Legisla ve Aﬀairs Commi ee invites you to join us as we travel to Springﬁeld via bus to meet
with Illinois legisla ve leaders to discuss cri cal issues for our region. You can register
online here, or contact the Chamber oﬃce at info@macombareachamber.com or (309) 8374855. Bus sea ng is limited, so register soon! Legisla ve Day is open to Chamber members
and their employees only.
Transporta on
The Transporta on Commi ee did not meet in December. The next scheduled Transporta on
Commi ee mee ng is on January 17 at noon at Gelsosomo's Pizzeria.
Young Professionals (YP)
The Chamber is revitalizing the Young Professionals Commi ee for 2019! The ﬁrst mee ng of
the year is on January 30. Time and loca on TBD. Please
email info@macombareachamber.com if you would like to be added to the commi ee e-mail
list.
Ambassadors
The next scheduled Ambassadors Commi ee mee ng is on January 14 at noon in the
Community Room at City Hall.

Informa on

#keepi nmacomb

Our #keepi nmacomb philosophy isn't always about where and how you spend your money, it's
also about how you spend your me. We got in the holiday spirit with our Adopt-A-Classroom
kids on December 18. Ms. Stockham received a Chamber of Commerce Gi Cer ﬁcate to shop
local for new school supplies. The third graders heard a Christmas story and then worked in
teams to dress their classmates up like fes ve trees. When it comes to educa on and community
enrichment, we at the Chamber #keepi nmacomb.

Informa on

Upcoming Events
Welcome to January 2019; packed with local events,
right in your community, that may impact and increase
your business. Make the most of your membership by
staying informed about the latest and greatest
happening in the Macomb area.
Be in the know! Find the January 2019 calendar in the
newsle er, on our website, via email, on social media and in our oﬃce.

Calendar

Announcements & Opportuni es
Fes val of Trees brings in record numbers
The 13th Annual McDonough District Hospital "Fes val of Trees", sponsored by Ci zens Bank, a
Division of Morton Community Bank Member FDIC, took
place November 30 to December 3 at the West Central
Illinois (WCI) Arts Center.
The fes val oﬃcially began November 29 with the Jingle
'n Mingle event, a black- e op onal recep on where
nearly 200 guests could preview the trees. FridayMonday more than 1,300 guests came through the
doors of the WCI Arts Center to view the 38 trees, each
boas ng their own unique theme decorated by
community businesses and individuals.
Through admission funds, auc on and raﬄe proceeds, and event sponsorships the fes val raised
more than $36,000. Proceeds will beneﬁt the Dolores Kator Switzer Women's Center at MDH,
with an addi onal $250 for the Reach Out and Read Program at the MDH Pediatric Clinic.
Informa on: MDH Founda on (309) 836-1757.
WIU's Big Pink Tournament donates to Women's Center at MDH
The 17th annual Western Illinois University Big Pink Volleyball Tournament, a philanthropic event
co-sponsored by Campus Recrea on and
Thompson Hall, recently raised $1,888.94 for the
Dolores Kator Switzer Women's Center (DKSWC) at
McDonough District Hospital (MDH).
The DKSWC broke ground this past June and is
es mated to be complete by January 2020. The
center will strengthen comprehensive women's
health services in the region with renova on and
enhancements to cancer screening and early
diagnos c services at MDH.
Informa on: MDH Founda on (309) 836-1757.
Boots for Kids has big impact on li le feet

The Lamoine Valley Realtors Chapter of the Peoria Associa on of Realtors (LVR) reached record numbers
during their ﬁ h annual Boots for Kids program by raising $5,352. The ini a ve, which provides winter
footwear to area youth, is funded by dona ons from local realtors, banks, appraisers, community
businesses, and ci zens. Local schools received funding to purchase boots for each individual child in

conjunc on with Shoe Sensa on - Macomb.
Members of LVR include Century 21 Purdum
Epperson, Inc.; Key Realtors; and RE/MAX Uniﬁed
Brokers, Inc.
Due to the generosity of many, the program has seen
a drama c increase in funds and has been able to
expand its outreach to two new schools.
Informa on: Key Realtors (309) 837-6464.

To submit your business news

Ribbon Cu ngs

The Ambassador Commi ee of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cu ng
on December 11, 2018 for The Lamoine Re rement Living (203 N. Randolph Street, Macomb).
A er a completely transforma ve remodel, the historic and completely renovated building oﬀers
residents and visitors alike many unique recrea onal, shopping, and learning possibili es.
Assisted living, memory care and specialized Alzheimer's and demen a care is available.
Informa on: call (309) 575-3018 or visit www.thelamoine.com.
Want to add your picture here?
Good news, you don't have to be a brand new business to hold a ribbon cu ng. Redesigned your
oﬃce? Added new employees?
Want to feature a new product?
Just looking for a lot of local
exposure? Schedule a ribbon
cu ng with us. It's a FREE way to
tell the business community that
you want to #keepi nmacomb!
We bring the scissors, take the
picture, spread the word to local
media, and you reap all the
beneﬁts!

To schedule a ribbon cu ng

New Member

Member Renewal
Thank you to our members who have con nued their
annual investment with the Macomb Area Chamber of
Commerce in the month of December 2018.
We value your commitment to a vibrant business
community. We look forward to working with you to
serve as a pla orm that provides opportuni es for growth and development for your
organiza on and the Macomb area.
Bridgeway; Illinois Department of Human Services, Div. of Rehabilita on Services; Lamoine
Re rement Living; Max & Molly's Bistro; McDonough County Farm Bureau; McDonough County
Soil & Water Conserva on District; Premier Specialty Adver sing; Terrill Title Co., Inc.; West
Central Illinois Art Center

Business A er Hours

First Bankers Trust Company - December 19
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