July 2018 Newsle er

Welcome to July; packed with local events, right in your community, that may impact and increase
your business. Make the most of your membership by staying informed about the latest and greatest
happening around you. Be in the know!
Click for: July 2018 Calendar
Available in the monthly newsle er, on our website, via email, on Facebook, and in our oﬃce.

PLEASE NOTE THE CHAMBER OFFICE SUMMER HOURS: The Chamber oﬃce will be closed
all day EVERY FRIDAY during July and August. Regular business
hours will resume in September.

Due to some temporary staﬃng changes, over the next month,
you might ﬁnd the Chamber oﬃce closed during regular business
hours. We will give as much no ce as possible about closures
(email, Facebook, etc.). For those members that frequently
redeem Chamber Gi Cer ﬁcates, you are encouraged to call ahead. Please note that these closures
could also aﬀect our ability to fulﬁll large cer ﬁcate orders on short no ce. We appreciate your
pa ence and apologize for the inconvenience!

Share your thoughts via Chamber member survey

Big things are happening at the Macomb Area Chamber and we think you are going to
like them. With the re rement of long- me administra ve staﬀ member Marilyn Sears in February,
the board of directors took the opportunity to reevaluate our organiza onal structure.

Enter Lauren Merri , the new Membership Director of the
Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce! Lauren has brought
forward ideas for many new beneﬁts to assist our members in
helping their businesses to succeed, along with ways to en ce
new members to join, thereby con nually growing our network
of business professionals.
Shay Holland remains as our Marke ng Director, working hard to
ensure our members stay informed and con nually looking for
new and more eﬃcient ways to help our members "get the word
out".
To ensure we serve our members eﬃciently and eﬀec vely, we want to hear from you. We invite you
to ﬁll out a short survey so we can get a feel for what member beneﬁts are working, as well as where
we could use improvements and addi ons. This survey will help us know where to get started and
how best to serve all of you. Please complete the survey found in your email inbox, on the home page
of our website, or right here by July 22. Click for: Member Survey

Chamber welcomes new Membership Director

Hi there! My name is Lauren Merri and I am your new Membership Director. I'm so excited to get to
know each and every one of you! Macomb has been my home for
19 years and I am invested in its development and growth, just as
all of you are. I graduated from WIU in 2003 with a degree in
Journalism and put down roots a er that. I married my high
school sweetheart, Jeremy Merri , who is the Assistant Director of
Web Services at WIU. We have two children together, Xander and
Benjamin, and a sweet old dog, Zuul. I previously worked at the
Macomb Eagle, the WIU Oﬃce of the Registrar and at Beu Health
Center. I also keep busy with a wide variety of volunteer work
throughout our community. I coordinate a biannual blood drive at
Wesley United Methodist Church and am ac ve with my church in
a number of other areas. I serve as the Secretary of the Lincoln
Elementary PTO and coordinate the Fall Book Fair, in addi on to
helping with other PTO and school ac vi es. I look forward to
working more closely with our community and all of you, please don't hesitate to contact me.
Lauren Merri
lauren@macombareachamber.com
309-837-4855

Announcements & Opportuni es
2018 Burlington Kennel Club Dog Show

This year's Burlington Kennel Club Dog Show will be at the Spencer Student Recrea on Center on the
campus of Western Illinois University on Saturday, July 21 and Sunday, July 22. This year's show will
feature a "Puppy Show" on Saturday - you don't want to miss that! Copies of the judging schedule will
be available at the show, or you may visit onofrio.com a er July 10, and look under the "Closed
Shows" tab. Admission: Adults (over age 12), $3; Children (5-12), $1; Children under age ﬁve are free.

Local hotel celebrates hospitality month

The Hampton Inn Macomb (1639 E. Jackson St.) celebrated their employees, guests, and community
during the month of May, as part of the Hospitality Specialists, Inc. 4th annual HSI Cares Month.
Several fun events were planned to recognize staﬀ dedica on, enhance guests overall experience,

and Hampton Inn team members even got the chance to
volunteer to assist with service projects right in their own
community.
Hospitality Specialists, Inc. is a hotel development and
management company aﬃliated with several Midwest
proper es.
Informa on: (309) 837-6000.

New businesses coming to Macomb

County Market - Niemann Foods announced that they will be
doing a complete redevelopment of
their Macomb loca on at 101 S. Dudley
St. Niemann's will no longer have a
tradi onal grocery store, but will be
building a new Haymakers, a
convenience store/gas sta on; selling
limited grocery items and prepared
foods. Addi onally, Niemann's is
construc ng a Pet Supplies Plus and a
Wash 'n' Win laundromat on the
Southwest corner. The $6M
redevelopment project will begin next
month.The County Market will be demolished to make room for the new $6M construc on project.

Illinois bypass open to traﬃc

Gov. Bruce Rauner and local dignitaries oﬃcially opened the Illinois 336 bypass to traﬃc on June 2,
following years of planning and construc on.
Illinois Department of Transporta on oﬃcials
said planning for the bypass began back in the
early 1960s. Grading for the 6-mile, $36.1
million roadway began in 2014 and construc on
was underway by June 2015. The two-lane
bypass links Illinois 336 west of Macomb to U.S.
67 on the north and should save commuters
several minutes in travel me. The bypass is
part of a larger road project that will provide a
more direct connec on between Chicago and
Kansas City. Rauner also stated that he and
other state oﬃcials will urge lawmakers to
budget funding to complete construc on of the bypass' two adjacent southbound lanes.
Informa on: IDOT

Phantom Regiment bids farewell to Macomb

The Phantom Regiment gave a free ﬁnal concert to the public on June 8 at Hanson Field, a er residing
on the Western Illinois University campus as part of their summer training camp. A er a successful
stay in Macomb, the world-renowned drum and bugle corp is se ng oﬀ on a mul -city na onal tour.
The Phantom Regiment was granted a framed recogni on by Jack Thomas, WIU President and the key
to the city by Mike Inman, Mayor of Macomb.
Thank you to all our local businesses and the community for being so welcoming to our guests.

MDH sees new progress

The McDonough District Hospital Board of Directors approved the hiring of Brian Dietz as Interim
CEO, eﬀec ve June 22, to replace the depar ng President/CEO Kenny Boyd.
Dietz has worked with the search ﬁrm B.E. Smith on several occasions as an interim CEO. Dietz has
served in an interim role in healthcare facili es in: Indiana, Idaho, Oregon, Michigan and Illinois. He
has worked as a senior execu ve healthcare professional for more than 35 years.
A groundbreaking ceremony was held June 14 to celebrate the start of the Dolores Kator Switzer
Women's Center (DKSWC) at McDonough District Hospital.
The new facility will feature seven obstetrics beds in six rooms, three Labor-Delivery-Recovery rooms,
and renova ons to the OB/Imaging wai ng rooms, nursery area, and imaging center.
Informa on: www.MDH.org

Local restaurant goes high-tech

Construc on is underway, but the doors are s ll open at the West Jackson Street McDonald's.
A corporate-led remodeling began June 11 at the McDonald's
West loca on, 625 W. Jackson St., and is an cipated to be
completed by Aug. 10. Although construc on crews have closed
the drive-through lanes, the dining room remains open.
The redesign calls for new technology for customers'
convenience. The restaurant will add table service aided by
GPS, which will help servers locate customers and deliver their
orders. Also to be installed are touch-screen kiosks that will
accept credit or debit card or cash transac ons. But it has been
stated by the current owners that this will not take away any
jobs, but add ﬁve or more workers.

An important message from Macomb Mayor

For an exci ng opportunity to promote your our community, as well as your business, please read up
on the following releases from Mike Inman, Mayor of Macomb.

City-wide banner ini a ve and City of Macomb promo videos

The latest word in wri ng resources
When it comes to local resources for your business or career development, some mes it helps to
think outside the box. It may help to get a fresh perspec ve from
up-and-coming young professionals who have their ﬁnger on the
pulse of the latest crea ve ways to communicate to a broadly
broadly diverse audience. For a taste of what he can do for you,
read his accompanying essay
Find out 4 ways to market your local business to college
students
Tyler Buchanan is a college student in his junior year at
Monmouth College. A Macomb na ve, Buchanan is doublemajoring in Business and Economics. Recently, he began
freelance wri ng and is available for hire to complete any
personal, professional, or business-related wri ng needs.
To inquire, he can be contacted at (309)-252-0398, or at tbuchanan@monmouthcollege.edu.

Thank you to our members who have con nued their annual investment in the
Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce in the month of June.
We value your commitment to a vibrant business community. We look forward to working with you
to serve as a pla orm that provides opportuni es for growth and development for your business
and the Macomb area.

Ribbon Cu ngs
The Ambassador Commi ee of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cu ng on
May 30 for the Macomb Park District, who celebrated the addi on of four new youth baseball
diamonds at Veterans Park (1800 E University Drive). Informa on: macombparkdistrict.com

The Ambassador Commi ee of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cu ng for
the Macomb Park District May 30 at Veterans Park to celebrate the new ﬁtness equipment. While
Park District staﬀ cut the ribbon, the Ambassadors tested out the new equipment.

The Ambassador Commi ee of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cu ng to
celebrate new ownership of U-Store-It, located at 1420 E. Carroll St. They oﬀer a mul tude of storage
op ons, including climate control and drive-up storage, outdoor parking, U-Haul rentals, along with
plenty of moving and storage supplies to make your next move the easiest ever. U-Store-It also has
modern oﬃce/mee ng space for lease. Informa on: 309-837-6434.

The Ambassador Commi ee of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cu ng on
June 13 to help the Macomb Park District celebrate the new playground equipment in Glenwood

Park. The Macomb Park District con nues to update and improve all of the equipment at Macomb's
local parks and facili es.

New Members

Business A er Hours - June 20
Macomb Airport Authority/Cobb Avia on

Local Sta s cs

For a complete list of area merchants who accept Chamber gi cer ﬁcates,
visit the front page of our website at www.macombareachamber.com

If you know someone who is interested in receiving this newsle er, please send their name/email to
info@macombareachamber.com. Thank you.
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