July 2016 Newsletter

July Chamber Calendar of Events

It's an exciting time in Macomb this Summer, with lots of events bringing new
visitors to the area. If you are a businesses or organization with a marquee (or
any kind of personalized business sign), consider adding a welcoming message
for those attending the Dog Show on July 23/24 and those coming in for Drum
Corp International on August 2nd. Show your community spirit and give
everyone a warm western Illinois welcome!

LaHood Legislation to have positive impact on WIU
Legislation authored by Congressman Darin LaHood to modernize and streamline
the federal investment in highend
computing and information technology
passed the House floor with unanimous
support on June 16th.
The legislation updates the 25yearold High
Performance Computing Act of 1991 and
Networking and Information Technology
Research and Development Program. The
recent legislative, will benefit area entities
that use advanced information
technologies, such the University of Illinois,
Caterpillar, and Western Illinois University,
and ensure the program saves taxpayer
dollars.
According to LaHood, changes that represent a post 9/11 world will help the
nation's security and job market. LaHood believes the legislation will lead to more
breakthroughs in advanced information technologies such as computing,
networking, software and cybersecurity.
"It helps insure future national security and creates the good paying jobs we
need for today and tomorrow. As such, I urge my colleagues to support this
important legislation. It will streamline federal research and development
investment," says LaHood.
"As Western Illinois University continues to work on projects with the Digital
Manufacturing and Design Innovation Institute, the benefit to utilize
supercomputers  like those supported by federal Networking Information
Technology Research and Development (NITRD) Program investment  would
enhance opportunities the University has already garnered," stated William Pratt,
Director of the School of Engineering at Western Illinois University. "For example,
the Quad Cities Manufacturing Lab and WIU's School of Engineering have been
creating a 3D metal printer to work on legacy repair parts for the military, and the
opportunity to use supercomputing technology to test the parts created would
be very useful for our continued research."
To learn more, visit Rep. LaHood

Cutting the Ribbon

The Ambassador Committee of the Macomb Area Chamber held a ribbon
cutting June 2nd to introduce J3 Timing, who joined the Chamber in January of
2016. J3 Timing is a familyowned company that started in 2011, based out of
locations both in Macomb and the Chicagoland area. J3 Timing offers sports
and endurance event equipment with racerelated timing packages, including
electronic chip systems, finish line LED clocks and results tracking and tabulation.
Information: www.j3timing.com or find them on Facebook.

The Ambassador Committee of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce held
a ribbon cutting June 9th to celebrate the one year anniversary of the Citizens
Clock Tower Plaza, located directly outside Citizens Bank (A Division of Morton
Community Bank), 127 South Side Square, Macomb. The park, which was
completed before Heritage days in 2015, is fully lit at night and heavily shaded in
the late afternoon. Several community events and children's activities have been
held in the space. The public is welcome to enjoy the plaza at any time.

The Ambassador Committee of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce held
a ribbon cutting June 15th at Divine Consign, 17 East Side Square, Macomb.
Divine Consign sells quality, gently used clothing. They are currently accepting
items for consignment. Information: call the store at 2178832594 or find them on
Facebook under: Divine Consign.

The Ambassador Committee of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce held
a ribbon cutting June 28th at Westen Investment's new location, 341 North
Lafayette Street in Macomb. Locally owned and operated, Westen Investments
has been providing high quality, offcampus housing to Western Illinois University
students for over 15 years. Information: (309) 8335995 or Westen Investments.

Planning a getaway this Summer?
In a recent survey by Intel Security, more than half of participants who
intended to unplug from their digital devices on vacation were
unsuccessful in doing so. Practical reasons like access to online banking
apps and tools, such as maps and search engines, are what keep people
tethered to their smartphones.
Here are a few tips to keep you safe when you're on the go:

Announcements & Opportunities

An artistic collaboration between Western Illinois University and the city of
Macomb has resulted in 10 largescale public art sculptures being added to the
downtown Macomb area in the month of June.
The project was born during a November meeting between WIU Assistant
Professor of Art, Duke Oursler and Macomb Downtown Development Director,
Kristin Terry. Through the project, artists were paid $1,000 each to display their
work on one of 10 concrete bases positioned throughout the downtown area.
The work is on display for 12 months, when 10 new sculptures will be installed.
The Macomb City Council approved some seed money for the project, and the
balance was raised through donations by local businesses, including the WIU
Foundation; Performing Arts Society; MidAmerica National Bank; McDonough
District Hospital; Marine Bank, Morton Community Bank (Citizens Bank); Macomb
Noon Rotary Club; Scott L. Terry, attorney at law; Terrill Title; Commercial Rental;
Engraving by Lin, Key Realtors; Wayland Ready Mix Concrete; MaurerStutz, Inc.
and Kaskaska Engineering Group. A special thank you to the Public Works
Department of the City of Macomb for the behind the scenes work to make this
project possible.
A brochure with a location map of each sculpture will be available in July.
All ten pieces are for sale and the city will receive 20% of the proceeds for any
that are sold during the exhibition period.
For more information about the exhibit, call (309) 5753015.

The Illinois Small Business Development Center (ISBDC) office has returned to Seal
Hall on the Western Illinois University campus in Macomb. Staff members at ISBDC,
a unit of the Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs at WIU, work with fledgling
entrepreneurs to help them start new businesses in the region. Staff at the ISBDC
will work directly with business owners and economic developers across the 13
county region in west central Illinois to help start new businesses and create new
jobs for the region.
The ISBDC was located in Seal Hall prior to moving into the Macomb MAEDCO
building on North Pearl Street more than a decade ago. The building that housed
the ISBDC was recently sold, prompting the return to its original location.
Advising services are free of charge and free parking is also designated for ISBDC
clients; however, ISBDC staff members will accommodate anyone who prefers a
different meeting location.
The ISBDC is funded, in part, through a cooperative agreement with the Illinois
Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, the U.S. Small Business
Administration and Western Illinois University.
For information, visit www.wiusbdc.org or call (309) 2983040.

More than 1,584 undergraduate students enrolled at Western Illinois University
were named to the 2016 Spring Dean's List. The total includes 116 students at the
WIUQuad Cities campus.
To receive this award, an undergraduate student must earn at least a 3.6 GPA on
a scale of 4.0, which equals an A in a minimum of 12 credit hours of graded
courses; passfail hours are not counted (e.g., student teaching, internships).
Access the full list of recipients at WIU Dean's List.

Purdum Gray Ingledue Beck (PGIB) has pledged $22,000 and presented their first
installment of $3,000 toward the Dolores Kator Switzer Women's Center at
McDonough District Hospital. With this generous commitment, PGIB will be
recognized as Partner level of the MDH Business Honor Roll giving club.
Pictured (lr): Vicky Kipling, MDH Foundation Leader; Beau Ingledue, PGIB Partner; Jim
Gray, PGIB Partner; Kenny Boyd, MDH President/CEO; and Ben Beck, PGIB Partner.

Cathy Early has pledged $12,400 to the Dolores Kator Switzer Women's Center at
McDonough District Hospital. With this generous pledge, Cathy Early State Farm
Insurance will be recognized at the Golden Apple level of the MDH Business
Honor Roll giving club; and Cathy will be recognized as a Platinum member of
the MDH Golden Apple Society.
Pictured are (lr): Vicky Kipling, MDH Foundation Leader; Cathy Early, State Farm
Insurance; and Kenny Boyd, MDH President/CEO.

Diana Mayhew and Pam Kelso of No Place Like Home pledged $12,100 to the
Dolores Kator Switzer Women's Center at McDonough District Hospital. With this
generous pledge and previous gifts to MDH, No Place Like Home will be
recognized at the Golden Apple level of the MDH Business Honor Roll giving club;
Diana and Pam as members of the MDH Golden Apple Society.
Pictured are (lr): Jill Cook, MDH Foundation Assistant; Diana Mayhew and Pam Kelso of
No Place Like Home; and Kenny Boyd, MDH President/CEO.

McDonough District Hospital is pleased to announce the addition of Family Nurse
Practitioner Kaye Stone to the McDonough Medical Group. She is certified with
the American Association of Nurse Practitioners and a member of Sigma Theta
Tau International Honor Society for Nursing. Kaye will be working at the
Convenient Care Clinic  HyVee, 1600 E. Jackson St.. Information: (309) 8361700.

Macomb Area Crime Stoppers recently partnered with Refreshment Services
Pepsi for the debut of a Crime Stoppers Pepsi machine located outside Walmart
in Macomb. Crime Stoppers and Pepsi are seeking additional locations in
McDonough County to place machines that allow easy access to Crime
Stoppers contact information. For machine information: Call 3098334263.
Pictured from left are Deputy Adam Cremer; Pepsi Sales Supervisor, Trent Barkley; Walmart
Manager, Dan Sharp; Macomb Area Crime Stoppers President, Chuck Laird, Detective
Jerel Jones and Lt. Jason York.

Edward Jones recently initiated a $1,000 scholarship program that will allow
children from the Big Brothers Big Sisters program to attend summer camp at the
YMCA of McDonough County.
Pictured from left are: Cory Klem, Edward Jones; Cody Duffie, YMCA of McDounough
County; Pete Tarantola, Big Brothers Big Sisters and Patrick Kolata, Edward Jones.

Several individualsrepresenting key sectors of the Macomb community,
including Western Illinois University, the Macomb Park District, Ameren, the Center
for Youth and Family Solutions and many local businesses recently came together
to for the firstever Foos for Families human foosball tournament.
The tournament/fundraiser was held May 7 at Veterans Park in Macomb.
Planning for the second annual Foos For Families will get underway this summer.
For information, call (309) 2982817 or email JLRobinett@wiu.edu.

Western Illinois University has been ranked by Niche.com fourth out of 10 Illinois
public schools as a top Illinois public university, and in the top 25 of best value
colleges in Illinois. WIU is one of five Illinois public universities in the top 25 best
value category among 35 public and private universities ranked.
According to Niche, the Top Public Universities ranking provides a comprehensive
assessment of total quality of the education and experience provided by the
college. Based on Niche's Best Colleges, this grade takes into account key
factors, such as the strength of the academic program, aptitude of professors,
quality of campus amenities, general character of student life, as well as student
reviews, to attempt to measure the overall excellence of the college experience.
For more information, visit WIU.

Macomb Mental Wellness, 210 South Randolph Street, is pleased to announce a
new addition to the office. Mr. William Barnes, MSW, LCSW is now accepting
referrals and will be providing Individual and couples counseling services.
To schedule an appointment, call 3099384367.

A Boy & His Tiger will be moving to a new Historic Downtown Square location at
5 East Side Square, Macomb. The store will remain at their current location
through July 20th, with a grand reopening taking place July 23rd at 10 am.
For more information, go to A Boy & His Tiger.

Business After Hours

Macomb Airport Authority/Cobb Aviation  June 16

Chamber in the Community

The Chamber welcomed incoming Freshmen and their families to the community
during the WIU SOAR (Summer Orientation and Registration) event held in June.

The Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce joined several other business leaders,
community officials and nonprofit managers throughout West Central and
Central Illinois for the 8th Congressional District FlyIn to Washington D.C. held
June 1315.

Representative Darin LaHood stopped by McDonough District Hospital, visited
with administration and received a tour of the new expansion on July 3rd.
Pictured is; Kathy Waters, President of Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce;
Kenny Boyd, MDH President/CEO; Rep. Darin LaHood; Dr. Richard Iverson, MDH
Board Member; Michael Vansteel, Leader of Emergency Services
and Mayor Mike Inman

Local Statistics
Taxes
May 2016

May 2015

Sales

$210,734.94

$228,854

Bed

$24,489.10

$18,092

Motor Fuel

$48,966.39

50,042

May 2016

May 2015

282

272

8,001

8,932

May 2016

May 2015

34

33

May 2016

May 2015

12

19

Airport
Landings
Fuel Sold (gallons)

Building Permits
Total Issued

Real Estate
Listings Sold

Volume Sold

$994,805

$1,804,300

Avg. Sale Price

$82,900

$94,963

148

199

April 2016

April 2015

14,180

14,122

6.2%

4.9%

Avg. Days on Market

Labor Force
Labor Force
Unemployment Rate

If you know someone who might be interested in receiving this newsletter,
please forward on or add their name to the distribution list by emailing
info@macombareachamber.com.
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