Execu ve Director Update
Hello Chamber Members!
February was especially cold and dreary, which leaves me looking forward to the warmer and sunnier
days ahead. We were extremely fortunate
that our Legisla ve Day in Springﬁeld fell on
one of the nicer days, with temps around 35
and partly sunny skies. The day included a
li le bit of walking between buildings, so the
group let out a collec ve sigh of relief when
we saw the weather forecast for the day. In
case you didn't realize, this was my ﬁrst
Legisla ve Day. Not just my ﬁrst me
planning it, but my ﬁrst me a ending it as
well. This made planning out the day an
interes ng task, as I'd never "been
there/done that," but it turned out be er
than I ever could have imagined.
We had great par cipa on on both sides
during the legisla ve panel with Sen. Jil Tracy, Rep. Norine Hammond, Rep. Terri Bryant, Rep. Tom
Demmer, Rep. Dan Swanson, and Rep. Dan Brady. Our group had ques ons and concerns on a number
of topics; including higher educa on, health care, the minimum wage increase, pension reform, and
more. The legislators engaged in open and honest conversa on about all of these topics, and I
witnessed each of them take notes on several diﬀerent occasions. We've always had a great
rela onship with Sen. Tracy and Rep. Hammond, but it was great to speak with representa ves from
other districts as well.
Later in the day, we also heard from John Sullivan, newly appointed Director of the Illinois Department
of Agriculture (and our former state senator). He ﬁlled us in on his areas of focus: 1) Doing a be er job
of marke ng and partnering with agriculture, 2) Inves ng in agriculture educa on, 3) Building
infrastructure in rural areas, and 4) Promo ng a culture of innova on. There were many in our group
that were no stranger to Director Sullivan, so it was fun to watch them talk like old friends.

Next, Brad Cole, Execu ve Director at the Illinois Municipal League, ﬁlled us in on their state legisla ve
agenda; which included a number of proposals on pension reform and consolida on, protec ng
municipal revenue, and municipal decision making. Cole suggested we (the Chamber) collect public
opinions on relevant legisla ve topics in order to pass them along to our legislators, which is something
I would like to start working on with our Government Aﬀairs Commi ee.
Our group also heard from Amanda Elliot, Director of Legisla ve Aﬀairs, and Ralph Grimm, Ac ng Chief
Educa on Oﬃcer, of the Illinois State Board of Educa on. They discussed the state teacher shortage,
the property tax relief grant for schools, and the evidence-based funding model.
Finally, we heard from Omer Osman, Deputy Secretary; Kensil Garne , Region Three Engineer; and Paul
Loete, Director of Highways from the Illinois Department of Transporta on. Bruce Biagini, chair of our
Transporta on Commi ee, and Mayor Inman have a good rela onship with these individuals and we
discussed the condi on of our roads and the status of various projects. The conversa on was open,
casual and friendly.
Macomb has a made a name for itself in Springﬁeld - I was constantly amazed by the connec ons our
community has made with so many legislators, government oﬃcials and administrators. This is why it is
important we con nue to not only make this trip to Springﬁeld every year, but also to regularly stay in
touch with our legislators and others in government. Just one of the many beneﬁts of being a member
of the Chamber - we can connect YOU to those people. Please scroll on, because you won't want to
miss the collec on of photos from our 2019 Legisla ve Day! It was an informa ve and fun day, for sure!
You can contact Lauren by emailing lauren@macombareachamber.com or calling the Chamber oﬃce
at (309) 837-4855.

Marke ng Director Update
Welcome to March Chamber Members,
We're pu ng the Winter behind us and gearing up for all things Spring at the Chamber. We can all
agree January/February were blah and some of those resolu ons we had in
mind simply got iced out. Why not make this month the perfect me to
grow, renew, and recommit yourself within the business community?
So how can the Chamber help?

While social media and electronic communica on can seem a li le scary and
tricky to navigate, fortunately you have a great resource in the Macomb
Area Chamber of Commerce right in your back pocket. With over 2,300
followers on our social media accounts and an audience reach of close to
14,000 people; the Macomb Area Chamber would love to help promote your
member business/organiza on, promo, or special news on our social media.
This is one of the best beneﬁts of being a Chamber member, all you have to
do is ask. We love to share all the good, posi ve things happening in our
#keepi nmacomb community.
So how eﬀec ve is social media marke ng?
The Marke ng Department of the Macomb Area Chamber has exclusive access to exactly just how
many eyes view our website, your directory lis ng, email blast, social media posts, newsle er inserts,
and more. We would be happy to share this informa on with you at any me. Again, we love to show
you just how popular you are in the community! Tax season is hard enough, let us crunch the numbers
for you and show you the rewards of Chamber membership.
Put your member beneﬁts to good use and you'd be amazed at all the rewards coming your way!
If you have any ques ons, sugges ons, or need more informa on; email me at any me at
shay@macombareachamber.com
Thank you,
Shay Holland
Marke ng Director

#keepi nmacomb
A er the recent announcement from Western Illinois University, the Macomb Area Chamber would like
to help by providing a one-stop source for all job pos ngs in
Macomb. This is not a new thing, you have all been able to
post your job openings to our site for years, but we
encourage each of you to post them now in order to make it
easier for those in our community who will need to ﬁnd employment in the next month or so.
Please post anything you have, no ma er how small. These are our friends and neighbors and we don't
want to see them leave Macomb if they don't have to.
Chamber Members, please add your job openings in the Member Informa on Center. If you need help
logging in, please contact us. While we can help with the pos ng process, we ask if you are a Chamber
member that you add jobs yourself, as we will not have the staﬀ me to add all jobs.
You can view our job pos ngs page at www.macombareachamber.com/jobs. More are being added all
the me!
Let's #keepi nmacomb. Now more than ever...

Chamber Updates
Chamber hires new employee
You may have no ced a new voice over the phone and a new face in our oﬃce. The Macomb Area
Chamber of Commerce is pleased to welcome our new
oﬃce assistant, Cheryl Johnson. We'll let her introduce
herself.
I have lived in Macomb for over twenty years. In that me, I
have managed apartment complexes and have been a ﬁeld
agent for the United States Department of Commerce,
assis ng with the last two Special Censuses for Macomb. The
last two years, I have been in the administra ve oﬃce at
Mosaic. In February I began working with Lauren and Shay at
the Macomb Area Chamber.
I am excited to be involved with the day to day business of the
Chamber, mee ng members, planning events and promo ng
Macomb.
A new networking opportunity
It's almost Spring, we can feel it. Ready for a li le business recharge? Join us for this new series!
In partnership with Spoon River College, the ﬁrst Wednesday of the month, we will be hos ng a
diﬀerent topic designed for business professionals. The ﬁrst in this series will be Leadership
Styles: Ge ng the Most Out of Yourself and Your Employees, presented by Cathy Onion.
Just $5 for Macomb Chamber members; $10 for the public (each session).
So how do you take your coﬀee?

Learn More

Government Aﬀairs
The next Government Aﬀairs Commi ee mee ng is on March 7 at noon in the Community Room
at City Hall. The group will discuss the recent Legisla ve Day, an upcoming legisla ve opportunity,
as well as ways in which the commi ee can become more involved. All Chamber members are
welcome to a end. Pizza is available for $3 per person. Please RSVP to
info@macombareachamber.com or (309) 837-4855 to ensure we have enough pizza and sea ng.
Transporta on
The next scheduled Transporta on Commi ee mee ng is on March 21 at noon at Gelsosomo's
Pizzeria. We will have a representa ve from the Illinois Department of Transporta on present to
provide an update and answer ques ons. All Chamber members are welcome to a end. It is not
necessary to rsvp, but if you would like to be added to the Transporta on Commi ee e-mail list,
please let us know.
Young Professionals of Macomb. (YPM)
The ﬁrst YPM mee ng was a huge success. We had 26 young professionals join us at Buﬀalo Wild
Wings. The mee ng primarily consisted of introduc ons and networking, but we also discussed
membership and what we envision for the commi ee.
Network. Develop. Engage.
This group will be geared towards networking with other young professionals in the Macomb
area, will develop leadership and other skills through educa onal opportuni es, and engage in
the community through service projects. The next mee ng is on March 7. The group will meet at
5:30 p.m. at Hy-Vee in the back of the dining area. There will be a full menu and cash bar

available, including half-price steak dinner (thanks Hy-Vee!). Please e-mail
info@macombareachamber.com if you would like to be added to the commi ee e-mail list.

Ambassadors
The next scheduled Ambassadors Commi ee mee ng is on March 18 at noon in the Community
Room at City Hall. Please welcome our newest Ambassador, Blake Driskell!

You may have heard the words "Ambassador" several mes, you may have seen the friendly
smiles at Chamber events, but who are the real people behind the ﬂashy silver name tags?
Allow us to shine some light on the ﬁrst of our great 24-person crew with our Ambassador
Spotlight!

Informa on

Upcoming Events
Welcome to March 2019; packed with local events, right
in your community, that may impact and increase your
business. Make the most of your membership by staying
informed about the latest and greatest happening in the
Macomb area. Some events are big, some small; but
they all help us #keepi nmacomb!
Be in the know. Find the March 2019 calendar in the newsle er, on our website, via email, on
social media and in our oﬃce.

Calendar

For a complete photo album, please follow us at Facebook.com/MacombChamber

Thank you to all who a ended the 2018 Annual Partners Awards held on February 28, 2019.
The Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce, Downtown Macomb, Macomb Area Economic
Development Corpora on, The Macomb Area Conven on & Visitors Bureau, and the Macomb
Park District collaborated to celebrate all the great things that happened in the business
community in 2018 and all that we have planned to #keepi nmacomb in 2019.

For a complete photo album, please follow us at Facebook.com/MacombChamber

Announcements & Opportuni es
Macomb set to conduct new census study
City of Macomb Mayor Mike Inman has appointed more than a dozen people to a Complete
Count Census Commi ee, hoping to make sure everyone in
Macomb is counted when the na on conducts the decennial census
next year. But he acknowledged the city's popula on has likely
changed in the last decade.
The numbers ma er because the amount of federal funding and
grants sent to ci es, coun es, and states is based on popula on
totals. The U.S. Census Bureau said that money - some $675 billion
per year - goes to schools, hospitals, road projects, and other
en es and programs.
For more informa on: Macomb Census.
Local restaurant supports future law enforcement
The Macomb Police Explorers, a mentoring program for young men and women who are
interested in the ﬁeld of law enforcement, took over serving du es as part of a fundraiser
sponsored by Max and Molly's Bistro (1315 W. Jackson Street).

The event raised a total of $737.48 to go toward the purchase of training equipment, uniforms,
and other materials to support community service programs.
Informa on: (309) 833-4505.

Local business donates to educa on event
Lincoln School's Adopt a Classroom Color Run was awarded a $500 grant from McDonough Power
Coopera ve. Representa ves from McDonough Power presented the check to members of the
Adopt a Classroom Color Run Commi ee. Pictured le to right are Kelly Hamm, Anna Hanold,
Stephanie Coupland, Amy Morris, and Ma Housewright.
For more informa on: Macomb 185.

To submit news

Business A er Hours

Ribbon Cu ng

The Ambassador Commi ee of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cu ng on
February 12 to celebrate a grand reopening event for The Study, 116 W. Jackson St. Under new
ownership by Blake Lowderman, The Study oﬀers a full line of specialty, hand-cra ed beverages in
both hot and iced styles, snack foods, and signature items such as acai bowls, waﬄe pops, teas,
lemonades, and more. The Study accepts Chamber gi cer ﬁcates and also sells their own gi
cards. Informa on: follow The Study on Facebook, Instagram or call (309) 421-0210.
Want to add your picture here?
Good news, you don't have to be a brand new business to hold a ribbon cu ng. Redesigned your
oﬃce? Added new employees?
Want to feature a new product?
Just looking for a lot of local
exposure? Schedule a ribbon
cu ng with us. It's a FREE way to
tell the business community that
you want to #keepi nmacomb!
We bring the scissors, take the
picture, spread the word to local
media, and you reap all the
beneﬁts!

To schedule a ribbon cu ng

New Member

Member Renewal
Thank you to our members who have con nued their
annual investment with the Macomb Area Chamber of
Commerce in the month of February.
We value your commitment to a vibrant business
community. We look forward to working with you to
serve as a pla orm that provides opportuni es for growth and development for your organiza on
and the Macomb area.
beYOU ful Skin Care Studio; Counseling Cares, P.C.; The Elms; The Enchanted Florist; Evans
Recycling; Hanson Professional Services, Inc.; Investment Planners Inc.; Laverdiere Construc on;
Macomb Dental Center; The Macomb Elks; Marine Bank; Mike Parker Construc on; Norine
Hammond; Pla num Hair Salon; The Princess Shoppe; Royal Prin ng; Seventh Son Termite & Pest
Control; Sullivan Taylor Coﬀee House; Team Green Lawn Pro; US Cellular; Western Illinois Natural
Medicine; Westen Investments; WGEM TV/AM/FM
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