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to the chamber...

Annual Partners Reception
The Annual Partners Reception, an evening to celebrate the accomplishments of
2015, held jointly with MAEDCO, MACVB and Downtown Development was a huge
success on February 24. We would like to thank all our award recipients for their
continued service to the community.

2015 Board of Directors: Thank you to the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce
board for their commitment to and support of the Chamber.

2015 Outgoing Board Member: Eric Moe has left the Chamber board after nine
consecutive years of service. He has been an active member and his dedication is
much appreciated.

2015 Chairman's Award: Kim Pierce, Executive Director of MAEDCO, has been a
partner with the Chamber in working on numerous local development and
transportation projects, cohosted events and has provided invaluable guidance as
the Chamber has transitioned to new leadership.

2015 Business of the Year: McDonough District Hospital is not only a vital part of the
Chamber, but plays a critical role in the physical, mental and economic health of our
community and region. Since becoming President and CEO in 2011, Kenny Boyd,
along with the MDH Board of Directors, have brought many positive changes to
healthcare in our community.

2015 Business Leader of the Year: Lorraine Epperson with Century 21 PurdumEpperson,
Inc. has received numerous accolades for her work in real estate, has served on
countless committees and boards, tirelessly serving her community. Her unwavering

professionalism, incomparable work ethic and dedication to the enrichment of the
community make her the epitome of a business leader.
2015 Ambassador the Year: Sarah Etter makes it a priority to serve as a liaison between
the Chamber and its membership and is a vital part of our efforts to retain current
members and attract new ones to ensure the future success of the organization.
Ms. Etter was also the recipient of the 2014 Ambassador the Year Award.

We want to hear from you...
We, at the Chamber, write this newsletter for you in hopes that it keeps you informed,
inspired and uptodate on what's going on in our office, with our members and the
community.
We value your input and feedback. If there is something you would like to see in here
or if you have ideas to share, we would love to hear it! You can simply email them to
the Chamber. Thank you.

Announcements & Opportunities
MidAmerica National Bank presented $10,000 to the Dolores Kator Switzer
Women's Center at McDonough District Hospital. With this generous gift,
MidAmerica will be recognized as a "Partner" in the MDH Business Honor Roll
giving club.

Ameren Illinois has generously donated $10,000 to the Dolores Kator Switzer
Women's Center at McDonough District Hospital. The Women's Center will benefit

thousands of women with its modernized private OB/GYN suites, stateoftheart
labor/deliver/recovery rooms, new nursery and imaging center. The mission of
Ameren Illinois is to "Power the Quality of Life" and they are a proud supporter of
MDH and the vital services provided to the community.

Marine Bank has pledged $10,000 and presented their first installment of $2,000
toward the Dolores Kator Switzer Women's Center (DKSWC) at McDonough
District Hospital. With this generous commitment, Marine Bank will be recognized
as Golden Apple level of the MDH Business Honor Roll giving club.

McDonough District Hospital is pleased to announce the addition of Family Nurse
Practitioner Jodi Abernathy to the McDonough Medical Group Internal Medicine
office working with Dr. Zhang. Her office is located in Health Services Building 2,
Suite 111. For more information, call (309) 8379926.

McDonough District Hospital Home Health Care has scored 4.5 stars out of 5 for
patient quality care. The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services has recently
released Home Health Patient Experience of Care star ratings. MDH Home Health
Care's rating puts them in the top 20% of home health agencies. Performance
measures include things such as; teaching patients and/or caregivers about their
prescribed drugs, frequency of patients admitted to the hospital and how often
the patients got better at walking and moving around.

Platinum Hair Salon celebrated their two year anniversary in business Feb. 4th.
Their Facebook post reads, "We wish to thank all of our clients for your continued
support, we wouldn't be here if it weren't for you and we are grateful for each

and every one of you! Of course the team at Platinum has done a continually
awesome job as well! We look forward to being here many more years to come!"

Dr. Eric Johnson, the alltime most winning men's soccer coach in Summit League
history, will expand his head coaching duties at Western Illinois University. Director
of Athletics Matt Tanney has announced that Johnson will take over as Director
of the Soccer programs and serve as the head coach for both the men's and
women's team in 2016.

For the 4th consecutive year, Western been designated a Tree Campus USA by
the Arbor Day Foundation. The national Tree Campus USA program was created
in 2008 to honor colleges and universities for effective campus forest
management and for engaging staff and students in conservation goals. Read
more about WIU's trees and about the program at WIU.

The Western Illinois University Centennial Honors College has recently reported
recordbreaking numbers for honor students enrolled this semester. Citing various
recruitment initiatives, WIU reports 800 honor students at the Macomb campus,
and 45 attending the WIUQuad Cities campus. Students are eligible to join as
freshman, upon transferring in, or upon reaching the eligibility standards once
currently enrolled. For more information, call 3092982228.

The McDonough County V.I.B.E. committee held their check presentation
ceremony Feb. 11th for the recipients of the 2015 fundraising efforts. The BPC
Backpack Program and McDonough County CASA each received a check for
$44,762.50. The McDonough County VIBE committee would like to thank the
community for their overwhelming support each year.

Kaskaskia Engineering Group, LLC is happy to announce its acquisition of Central
Illinois Tile Co. (CIT), a Champaign, Illinois construction firm. With the acquisition of
CIT, KEG Build will expand their work capabilities into underdrains and other
related services. The CIT acquisition includes their existing facility, equipment,
several of their employees, as well as existing contracts. The acquisition does not
include the CIT name. KEG Build looks forward to providing these expanded
services and carrying on the tradition of quality work in which CIT is known.

Elks Trivia Night is scheduled for Saturday, March 19 at the Macomb Elks Lodge
(401 Deer Road). Doors open at 6:30 pm with trivia of various categories at
7. Cost is $10 per person, proceeds benefit Elks Veterans Service. A decorated
table and a team name is encouraged. Bring your favorite snacks. Beverages
served at the bar. A $100 cash prize will be awarded to the winning team. Walk
ins welcome as space is available. For best tables, register by March 14th: call
Patrick Stout at (309) 3314074 or Waneen Stout at (309) 2590375.

First Bankers Trust recently debuted a new company Facebook page. The
Macomb main branch really "likes" the site. For more information, visit them
on Facebook.

McDonough Power Cooperative was recently awarded by the Training and
Safety Committee of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives for the best
threeyear electric cooperative safety record for 201320142015.
Congratulations!

It was a full house at our Nosh at Noon event held Feb. 10th.
Thank you to Chief Curt Barker, Lt. Derek Carle, Ofc. Derek Wiley and
Ofc. J.P. McLaughlin of the Macomb Police Department for a very
informative presentation on the ALiCE Training program.
A sincere thank you to United Community Bank and Terrill Title Company, Inc.
for providing a delicious lunch catered by Chubby's. Additional Thanks to
Spoon River College Outreach Center for accommodating us.

The Chamber in the Community

U.S. Chamber of Commerce's Kevin Courtois, accompanied by Chamber President,
Kathy Waters, stopped by McDonough District Hospital for a tour of the facility given
by MDH President/CEO Kenny Boyd on Feb. 4th.

The Chamber attended and displayed our new banner at the Feb. 19th press
conference held by WIU President Jack Thomas, Ph.D., as college administrators,
faculty, students and the community discussed the importance of higher education
funding throughout communities in the region and the state.

The Macomb Chamber of Commerce wishes to thank Senator John Sullivan
and Represenative Norine K Hammond for serving as guest speakers at
the Community Leadership Academy meeting Feb. 25th.

Business After Hours  February

Your social media guide

The Spotlight is a free, easy and
effective online marketing tool
for your business/organization.
We take photos of one member
each day and post them on our
Facebook page for over 1,200
people to see!

Thursdays at the Chamber are known as Thank You Thursday!
We will be featuring a different member every Thursday to thank them for
recently renewing their investment in the Chamber of Commerce.
We are always looking to expand our social media presence. Want to see us
on Instagram, Twitter, etc.? We'd love to hear your suggestions!
Email them to shay@macombareachamber.com

Chamber Mailing Address
Please note that the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce no longer uses a
PO Box. Please update your mailing systems to avoid delays in mail delivery.
Address all postal mail to:
Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce
214 North Lafayette Street
Macomb, IL 61455

Local Statistics
Taxes
January 2016

January 2015

Sales

$249,969.81

$260,703

Bed

$14,310.37

$13,635

Motor Fuel

$48,559.30

$54,182

January 2016

January 2015

188

198

6,772

5,592

January 2016

January 2015

10

11

January 2016

January 2015

Listings Sold

5

11

Volume Sold

$290,000

$1,086,750

Avg. Sale Price

$58,000

$90,000

78

109

December 2015

December 2014

Airport
Landings
Fuel Sold (gallons)

Building Permits
Total Issued

Real Estate

Avg. Days on Market

Labor Force

Labor Force
Unemployment Rate

14,724

16,059

6.7 %

6.0%

If you know someone who might be interested in receiving this newsletter,
please forward on or add their name to the distribution list by emailing
info@macombareachamber.com.
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