November 2018 Newsle er
It's hard to believe it's already November and that the holidays are fast approaching! We've
been hard at work this month at the Chamber and we're sure you have
no ced! We held an open house at our oﬃce on October 18 to kick oﬀ
our new #keepi nmacomb campaign, which we're really excited about!
Read on to ﬁnd out more.
Our annual Legisla ve Luncheon was a huge success - Senator Jil Tracy and
Representa ve Norine Hammond were a delight to hear from. We had
120 in a endance and everyone enjoyed the delicious food catered by HyVee and loved being able to meet in the old Macomb Dining Company banquet room. We had
an abundance of posi ve feedback on the en re event. Thank you to everyone that helped
make it happen.
With the holidays coming up, we are preparing for our busiest season for gi cer ﬁcate sales.
To help things run more smoothly in the oﬃce, we ask that any large orders of gi cer ﬁcates
be called in or e-mailed to us in advance. We are happy to have them ready and wai ng for
you in our oﬃce at your convenience. Thank you for helping #keepi nmacomb by purchasing
Chamber gi cer ﬁcates!
Thank you, as always, for your con nued support of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce!
Lauren Merri
Execu ve Director

#keepi nmacomb

Macomb Chamber Kicks oﬀ #keepi nmacomb campaign
The Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce (MACC) has taken a diﬀerent approach
to the average "shop local" concept.
On October 18, we kicked oﬀ our
#keepi nmacomb campaign.
"There may be many other Macombs
out there, but none of them are just
like ours," said Shay Holland, Marke ng
Director of the MACC. "Our members, our businesses, and our neighbors are what make our
community unique; and you simply can't put a price tag on that."
The Chamber has a logo, available in several varia ons, created by Tim Rice at TJR Designs.
"I had the wonderful opportunity of working on the "Shop Macomb" logo and promo onal
materials," said Rice. "The color scheme is modern, fun, and invi ng. When you look at the
design you see the o in Macomb inside a loca on marker. The cyclic arrows symbolize
shopping local helps to keep money circula ng within the local economy."
The heart of the campaign is that "it" is everything. "It's a way of life and the culture on our
streets, square, parks, and more," said Holland, "It is not only items you buy, but services you
use, entertainment op ons, places you go, how you choose to spend your me. It is anything
you purchase or consume, tangible or intangible."
Spending locally beneﬁts educa on, transporta on, health care, and public safety services like
police and ﬁre protec on. The #keepi nmacomb campaign is a reminder that when you spend
your money in Macomb, you keep it in Macomb.
"I think it's easy for people to forget that when they purchase something online or in another
city, that Macomb misses out on the sales tax revenue that funds our schools, police, parks,
roads, and so much more," said Lauren Merri , Execu ve Director of the MACC. "We wanted a
fresh and interes ng way to remind Macomb residents of this."
The MACC would like to see the community embrace this campaign and display the
#keepi nmacomb logo at their businesses and use the hashtag on their social media posts.
There are some promo onal items available for free in the MACC oﬃce, as well as several
larger items, such as banners, available for purchase. There are also high resolu on images
available for download on www.macombareachamber.com, which can be used on websites,
social media, or print.
"The more people and businesses we can get to par cipate, the greater impact this campaign
will have," said Merri . "That is why the Chamber is freely sharing the logo and hashtag with
anyone that would like to use it. We'd like to see it spread throughout the community so that
everyone remembers to keep it in Macomb."

Learn More

Upcoming Events

Welcome to November; packed with local events,
right in your community, that may impact and
increase your business. Make the most of your
membership by staying informed about the latest
and greatest happening in the Macomb area.
Be in the know! Find the November 2018 calendar in
the newsle er, on our website, via email, on social media and in our oﬃce.

Calendar

For more informa on: www.wiu.edu/alumni

2018 Legisla ve Luncheon

The Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce's Government Aﬀairs Commi ee hosted the 2018 annual
Legisla ve Luncheon on October 10 at Macomb Dining Company. The featured guest speakers, State
Senator Jil Tracy, 47th District and State Representa ve Norine Hammond, 93rd District, gave a
legisla ve update on local and state issues, followed by a ques on and answer session.
Representa ve Hammond was presented with the Champion of Free Enterprise award by Tyler
Diers, Director of Legisla ve Rela ons with the Illinois Chamber of Commerce during the event. The
event was generously sponsored by Purdum Gray Ingledue Beck, Inc.

Announcements & Opportuni es

The Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce visited Ms. Stockham's third grade class at Lincoln
Elementary on October 16 as part of the Adopt-a-Classroom program. We had story me and
then let the kids engineering/entrepreneur imagina ons run wild building marshmallow and
toothpick business communi es. #MAC185 #adoptaclassroom

Local events raise big funds for breast cancer charity
Macomb High School volleyball team presented a $1,177 dona on for Linda's Fund at
McDonough District
Hospital. The team raised money at its annual Pink Night game, held October 9, at
Washington Street Gym in support of Breast Cancer Awareness Month.
On September 18, the Macomb Country Club Women's Golf Associa on (MCCWGA) hosted
the "Golf for the Girls" ou ng with 85 total par cipants. Proceeds from the event totaled
$6,162.39 in support of Linda's Fund at McDonough District Hospital.

Linda's Fund was created in October 2008 in memory of Linda (Ren) Bainter, who passed away
in April 1996 at the age of 57 a er a second ba le with breast cancer. Funds raised provide
ﬁnancial support to breast cancer pa ents who are using the services of MDH.
For more informa on on Linda's Fund, contact the Founda on oﬃce at (309) 836-1757 or log
onto MDH.org.

To submit your business news

Ribbon Cu ngs

The Ambassadors Commi ee of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon
cu ng on October 1 to commemorate the placement of a new scanning electron microscope
in Western Illinois University's Currens Hall. The microscope was purchased with a $330,000
Na onal Science Founda on grant awarded to the University. The primary grant applicants
included Assistant Professor of Geology Thomas Hegna, Assistant Professor of Chemistry Brian
Bello and Associate Professor of Biology Andrea Porras-Alfaro. Bello and Porras-Alfaro were
contacted by Hegna three years ago to join in the grant applica on eﬀort to bring the new
equipment to Western Illinois University. The microscope was purchased in April and installed
in July. Since that me, about ten WIU undergraduate students have experienced working on
the new equipment. For more informa on, visit www.wiu.edu.

The Ambassadors Commi ee of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon
cu ng on October 3 to debut a new 100-foot-by-65-foot remote controlled car racing
at Veterans Park (1800 E University Dr, Macomb). The crea on of the track was ini ated by RC
enthusiast Jason Miller and his father, Steven, along with support from family, friends
and Macomb Park District director Rachel Lenz. With its poten al to draw in RC car racing
professionals, enthusiasts, and spectators, the new track has the poten al to provide an
economic draw to the Macomb area for special race-centered events and tournaments.
For more informa on, visit www.macombparkdistrict.com.

The Ambassadors Commi ee of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon
cu ng on October 11 for new business and Chamber member,Taylor's Custom Embroidery
(1200 W. Jackson St. #3, Macomb). The business oﬀers a full range of services, including:
embroidery, screen print, clothing repair, and custom apparel projects. For more informa on,
call (309) 313-2344.

The Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cu ng and open house on October
18 to celebrate our new and diﬀerent approach to the standard Chamber "shop local"
concept. Enter #keepi nmacomb, a way to promote the culture, local retailers, schools,
services, facili es, and places you go, and more that make OUR community unique. "It" is
what you keep in Macomb when you chose to spend your money locally. Spending locally
beneﬁts educa on, transporta on, health care and public safety services like police and ﬁre
protec on. How can you #keepi nmacomb? You can ﬁnd all the hashtag, logo informa on and
promo on items you need to start showing your local pride
at www.macombareachamber.com. Tell your customers, family, friends, and visitors to
#keepi nmacomb!

The Ambassadors Commi ee of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon
cu ng on October 22 for the new ﬁtness equipment at the Macomb Park District's Pa on
Park. This outdoor facility is free and open to the public during regular park hours. For more
informa on, please visit www.macombparkdistrict.com.
Want to add your picture here?
Good news, you don't have to be a brand new business to hold a ribbon cu ng. Redesigned
your oﬃce? Added new
employees? Want to feature a
new product? Just looking for a
lot of local exposure? Schedule
a ribbon cu ng with us. It's a
FREE way to tell the business
community that you want to
#keepi nmacomb! We bring
the scissors, take the picture,
spread the word to local media,
and you reap all the beneﬁts!

To schedule a ribbon cu ng

New Member

Member Renewal
Thank you to our members who have con nued their annual investment with the Macomb
Area Chamber of Commerce in the month of October.

We value your commitment to a vibrant business
community. We look forward to working with you to
serve as a pla orm that provides opportuni es for
growth and development for your organiza on and
the Macomb area.
The A c II; Birkey's; Blades; Cellular Connec on; College of Fine Arts - Performing Arts
Society; Jil Tracy; Knights of Columbus Council 682; Macomb Auto Parts; Dr. Ma hew McClure;
McDonough County Health Department; McDonald's - East; Michaels's Hair Designers; North
Central Behavioral Health; NTN Bower Corpora on; The Old Dairy; U-Store It.

Business A er Hours

Wesley Village - October 17

Business Before Hours
The Elms - October 24

Commi ee Updates
Government Aﬀairs
The Government Aﬀairs Commi ee mee ng, held on October 4, featured McDonough County
Sheriﬀ Nick Pe tgout. He
discussed the unique budget his
oﬃce operates oﬀ of and the
changes he plans to make to it
over the coming year. He also
discussed problems with drugs
coming into our county from
larger ci es and how the sheriﬀ's
oﬃce is working with the federal
government to eradicate dealers.
He said a lack of mental health
resources in our county has a
huge eﬀect on his oﬃce and the jail and would like to see an increase in services. Pe tgout
also updated the commi ee on community service projects the sheriﬀ's oﬃce par cipates in.
The Government Aﬀairs Commi ee also discussed the pe on to be sent to Governor Rauner,
asking to release funds for the Center for Performing Arts (CPA). The commi ee also began
discussing plans for the 2019 Legisla ve Day in Springﬁeld. The next Government Aﬀairs
Commi ee mee ng is on Thursday, December 6 at noon in the Community Room at City Hall.
To sign the pe on for the CPA, please visit the Chamber oﬃce during business hours.

Transporta on
The next scheduled Transporta on Commi ee mee ng is on November 15 at noon at
Gelsosomo's Pizzeria.
Young Business Professionals (YBP)
The Chamber would love to see the Young Business Professionals Commi ee become ac ve
again. As a small oﬃce, unfortunately we do not have the
me needed to organize mee ngs and events for this
commi ee. If you are interested in chairing this
commi ee or being an ac ve par cipant, please contact
the Chamber oﬃce.

Ambassadors
The Ambassadors Commi ee met on October 15. They welcomed new Ambassadors Lauren
Barre , Anne e Carper, Kara Luster, Jade Powers and Katy Gorsuch. There are currently no
open spaces in the Ambassadors Commi ee, however we welcome anyone interested in
becoming an Ambassador to submit an applica on. We keep a ﬁle of pending applica ons and
ﬁll vacancies from those. Contact the Chamber oﬃce for more informa on on the
responsibili es and requirements of becoming an Ambassador.
The Ambassadors held a number of ribbon cu ngs this month: WIU SEM Lab, RC Raceway,
Taylor's Custom Embroidery, #keepi nmacomb campaign, and Pa on Park Fitness Center.
Business A er Hours was held at Wesley Village and Business Before Hours was held at The
Elms.

Local Sta s cs

Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce
214 North Lafaye e Street - Macomb, Illinois 61455
(309) 837-4855

www.macombareachamber.com
info@macombareachamber.com

Subscribe to the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce Newsletter

Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce, 214 N Lafayette, Macomb, IL 61455
SafeUnsubscribe™ {recipient's email}
Forward this email | Update Profile | About our service provider
Sent by info@macombareachamber.com in collaboration with

Try it free today

