October 2018 Newsle er
The Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce is always working hard to help build and strengthen the
business community. With the fast-paced Chamber world, things are always moving, changing and
developing in our oﬃce. Along that note, Kathy Waters, now former execu ve director, was
presented with a new career opportunity and will no longer be with the Macomb Area Chamber of
Commerce. We thank her for her reless dedica on to being a true community leader and wish
her well in her next endeavor. Her classy, hard-working, take-charge, get-it-done a tude will
certainly be missed by many.
So we bring you a very special announcement:
Dear Chamber Members,
September was a whirlwind month of prepara on and training for us at the Chamber! I am
posi vely giddy to be your new Execu ve Director, but I have some
awfully big (and stylish) shoes to ﬁll. Kathy was a phenomenal
Execu ve Director and she will be greatly missed, both in our oﬃce
and among our members. Please be pa ent with me over the next
few months as I learn the ropes of running the Chamber and the
intricacies of our daily and monthly opera ons. I'm excited to see
what's to come and I hope you'll be pleased with my performance.
I welcome any advice, ps or feedback you may have - so please
don't hesitate to call or e-mail me to chat. Shay Holland will remain
the Marke ng Director and we will work in con nue to wear the
October is sure to be an exci ng month. We're ﬁnalizing the details
of our annual Legisla ve Luncheon, where we'll hear an update from Senator Jil Tracey and
Representa ve Norine Hammond. It's sure to be an informa ve and engaging event. There's s ll
me to register, but spots are ﬁlling up fast! We're also excited to once again be a part of the
Business Ins tute at Spoon River College Outreach Center. Don't miss this incredibly aﬀordable
opportunity to increase your knowledge and gain insights that will help you grow your business.
Finally, we'd like to invite you to a end our Open House to kick oﬀ our Shop Macomb campaign.
Come see how you can help us implement this campaign so it spreads far and wide.
Thank you for your con nued support of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce. I'm excited to
see where October will take us!
Lauren Merri

Execu ve Director
lauren@macombareachamber.com

Chamber Cha er
Welcome to October; packed with local events,
right in your community, that may impact and
increase your business. Make the most of your
membership by staying informed about the latest
and greatest happening in the Macomb area.
Be in the know! Find the October 2018 calendar in
the newsle er, on our website, via email, on social media and in our oﬃce.

Calendar
As are heading into the busy fall season, our Chamber staﬀ is o en mee ng with members,
a ending business events, and si ng in on commi ee mee ng.
We're always working to grow the business community, which
may mean some mes we're out of the oﬃce. We recommend
calling before you stop by so we can best respect your me. We
can't wait to see you out there helping us #keepi nmacomb!

Chamber in the Community

2018 CUPP Block Party
On behalf of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce, thank you all very much for a fantas c
2018 CUPP Block Party. We appreciate all our members and par cipants who braved the elements
to provide a great event for students, faculty, staﬀ and the community. This event is a great way to
bring the university and community together. Special thanks to WIU employees Jessica Butcher,
Gayle Heller and Darcie Shinberger, along with their respec ve staﬀs, for all of their work, and
especially for making the change in loca on seamless and smooth.

Thank you again and the Chamber looks forward to working with you on this event in the future.

Macomb Fashion Week
The Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce teamed up with the City of Macomb - Downtown
Development to celebrate the 2nd annual Macomb Fashion Week and showcase all the stylish ways
to #keepi nmacomb. Area shoppers got to partake in retail discounts, giveaways, and enter to win
Chamber Gi Cer ﬁcates in a grand raﬄe.
Thank you to the event par cipants: Nostalgia on the Square, Maurices, Nelson's Clothing,
Diamond D's Western Store & Home Decor, All in Vinyl, and the Princess Shoppe.

Discover Western
The Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce represented our community at Western Illinois
University's Discover Western program on September 15. Over 138 students and 253 guests were
in a endance the campus orienta on event.

Announcements & Opportuni es

Macomb Mayor assumes presiden al role
Mike Inman, Mayor of Macomb was named the president of the Illinois Municipal League
(IML) at their 2018 Annual Conference Awards Luncheon on
September 22. Inman replaced outgoing IML President Mayor
Mark Eckert of Belleville. Illinois Muncipal League, an
organiza on who unites municipal leaders to best serve their

communi es and the state.

United Way fundraiser hits new record
The 9th annual McDonough County United Way Power of the
Purse event, which was held on September 22, broke previous
records for highest a endance, highest single
bid amount, and highest total funds raised. The
event raised just over $34,000. The generosity
of event a endees and the community will
fund United Way's partner agencies in the
upcoming year and allow them to be er serve
county residents.
Performing arts center have drama c economic impact
The Western Illinois University Center for Performing Arts (CPA) is an essen al economic
engine for success now and for the future. Why a performing arts center? The CPA is an
excellent example of a private-public economic development partnership and sends a
STRONG message from the State of Illinois that WIU is here to stay. The CPA conﬁrms that
Western Illinois University is THE ARTS DESTINATION in our Tri-State Region. The building
serves as a major academic addi on to the WIU campus, it advances the importance of the
performing arts to WIU's mission, it provides students a seamless transi on into their
professional ﬁelds, and it generates a signiﬁcant economic beneﬁt to Macomb,
McDonough County and Illinois. The immediate impact of construc on is $132 million in
economic output. The annual, ongoing economic impact when construc on is complete will
generate an es mated $434,000. The sustained impact of the CPA will provide WIU
students expanded academic experiences, allow for enhanced recrui ng and reten on of
students, create opportunity for WIU to showcase more local and regional events - the CPA
will recognize WIU and Macomb with this state-of-the-art cultural landmark.
If you'd like to sign the pe on to the Honorable Bruce Rauner, Governor of the State of
Illinois, to release the appropriated funds in order to move forward with the bidding and
construc on of the Center for Performing Arts funds please contact the Chamber of
Commerce oﬃce at info@macombareachamber.com

To submit your business news

Ribbon Cu ngs

The Ambassadors Commi ee of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon on
September 19 for recent Chamber member, Midwest Grass & Forage at their new loca on
(1300 E. University Drive, Macomb). They are a wholesale and agriculture retail business,
featuring diﬀerent categories of products that include seed for turf, pastures, lawn, and more.
Midwest Grass & Forage also carries a full line of feed and salt melt products. They currently
accept Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce gi cer ﬁcates. The hours of opera on are
Monday through Friday, 8 am to 4 pm. For more informa on: (309) 837-1820
or www.midwestgrass.com.

To schedule a

ribbon cu ng

New Members

Member Renewal
Thank you to our members who have con nued
their annual investment with the Macomb Area
Chamber of Commerce in the month of September.
We value your commitment to a vibrant business
community. We look forward to working with you to
serve as a pla orm that provides opportuni es for growth and development for your
organiza on and the Macomb area.
Assump ons; Digital Copy Systems; Fortress Bank; Goodwill Industries; KHQA; Lamoine Valley
Realtors Chapter of PAAR; Mack Storage; Macomb Lions Club; Larry A's Pizza; Miss Macomb
Scholarship Organiza on; Refreshment Services Pepsi; Shady Lane Storage; Western Storage.

Business A er Hours

Regional Oﬃce of Educa on - September 19

#keepi nmacomb

While several Chambers have a "shop local" campaign, we have taken a new and diﬀerent
approach. There are may be many other Macombs out there, but none of them are just like
ours. Our members, our businesses, and our neighbors are what make our community
unique; and you simply can't put a price tag on that.

Enter, #keepi nmacomb! What is "it" you ask? It is everything! It's a way of life and the
culture on our streets, square, parks, and more. It is not only items you buy, but services you
use, entertainment op ons, places you go, and how you choose to spend your me. It is
anything you purchase or consume, tangible or intangible. However, and maybe more
importantly, "it" is what we keep in Macomb when we choose to spend our money locally.
Spending locally beneﬁts educa on, transporta on, health care, and public safety services
like police and ﬁre protec on. So what it? It is, literally, everything.
How can you #keepi nmacomb? This movement will be sweeping the town soon! Be a part
of the ac on! The easiest way to spread the message is to use the logos and hashtag on your
websites and social media to show your local pride. You can ﬁnd all you need to get started by
clicking "Learn More." Don't worry, we're always hard at work coming up with new ways for
you to par cipate. Tell your customers, family, friends, and visitors to #keepi nmacomb!

Learn More

Local Sta s cs

Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce
214 North Lafaye e Street - Macomb, Illinois 61455
(309) 837-4855
www.macombareachamber.com

info@macombareachamber.com
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