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“To Be A Leader & Advocate for The Promotion of Business & Community”

The Stony Plain & District Chamber of Commerce has been at the heart of the local business scene since its
launch in 1958 providing an independent, powerful voice for our members. Whether you’re a new business,
a business that has been trading for years, or a large national, the numerous benefits the Chamber can
offer you and your business are endless. For instance, the Chamber can help you raise your business profile,
provide business support and advice along with business training and guidance, and assist with lobbying
representation. All of this combined creates the perfect opportunity for you and your business to be seen
and heard by others whilst providing a solid platform for your business to grow.
With deep roots inside the local business community and strong links with the Tri Region, Municipalities,
local media and other organizations, the Stony Plain & District Chamber of Commerce also provides the
perfect stage for you to raise issues that may affect your business at both local and wider levels.

Business Representation
Whilst the Chamber of Commerce is a non-political organization, a key activity of a Chamber is to canvass
on behalf of its members. Thus, although we cannot take-up individual cases, we can lobby for policy
change, new policies to be developed and for local Government to be more business friendly.

Three Levels of Membership

Leadership Message
It is a privilege to deliver the 2018 year in review on
behalf of the Board of Directors and Staff of the Stony
Plain & District Chamber of Commerce.
Looking back at 2018, we can describe the year as
‘busy’, but one that ended well. We said farewell to
Penny Gould our Executive Director who made the leap
into retirement and has been enjoying the sunshine for
the last couple of months. Penny was a dedicated, professional ambassador for the Chamber and business
community, and we wish her every happiness for the future.
On the day that many people returned to work after a long holiday break, we welcomed a new Executive
Director, Sarah Parry.
Sarah, her staff, and the Directors understand the need to focus on the challenges, positives and
opportunities that 2019 is presenting, rather than the negatives.
We know that it’s essential we have the building blocks in place to ensure our growth this year; that’s our
key to success.
Our team worked hard during 2018 to meet key goals. Through new ideas, sponsorship opportunities and
the support of our partners we were able to offer enhanced services to our members and visitors.
Networking opportunities have proved successful with options for our business owners to attend early
morning, lunchtime, and evening networking events. Our ‘Shameless Plug’ provides an opportunity for our
members to take a few moments to present to other business owners and shamelessly promote
themselves. These events are your opportunity to network, see your neighbour, discuss topics of concern
and enjoy an informal setting.
A number of focus groups were brought together to work on items such as a labour market analysis, agri
tourism, and this year we will see ‘A Business Walk’ survey initiated with support from our Directors. This
survey will offer the Chamber an economic baseline as well as provide information to support policy
decisions, networking and workshop ideas. To all of the volunteers who helped the Stony Plain & District
Chamber of Commerce with its many events throughout 2018, we could not have done it without you,

thank you. Please continue to be generous with your time in helping us promote great events and
enhancing commerce and tourism in the Tri Region.
Investment attraction is a fiercely competitive endeavor. Communities, regions, and countries push hard to
position themselves as “the” place to be for businesses, entrepreneurs and skilled talent. We must continue
to work together with the Economic Development teams and organizations to passionately demonstrate
why Stony Plain and the Tri Region is the place to be. Increasing awareness of the Tri Region’s uniqueness
in targeted geographies and sectors, such as some of the unique and cross Canada businesses that call the
Tri region home, and these businesses need to be showcased to peek and attract the interest of potential
investments and new investors. These investors need to interested in locating, relocating or expanding here
in the Region.
To our Members, we are a membership organization, and it is only with your support and membership that
we are able to strengthen commerce in Stony Plain and the Tri Region. To our partners, the Town of Stony
Plain, the City of Spruce Grove, Parkland County, the Spruce Grove & District Chamber of Commerce and
all of the other organizations that provide us support, thank you very much in aiding us to provide the
services that we offer to our members. We will continue to look for valuable ways to support each of you
and the businesses that you represent.
2019 will be an exciting year. We will continue to strengthen the brand of the Chamber in Stony Plain and
the region. We will find more ways to serve our members, focus on advocacy for our members, and
lobbying to ensure that policies are effective for those within our membership.
In closing, I look forward to all that 2019 has to offer and I would like to congratulate the Stony Plain &
District Chamber of Commerce staff on a successful year and for continuously reinforcing the focus on
economic development, investment, and growth for the Tri Region.

Thank you

Kevin White
President Stony Plain & District Chamber of Commerce, TRINUS Owner

2018 Stony Plain & District Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors

From Left to Right
Brayden Pawlechko, Adventure Mountain
Paul Savard, Birdsell Grant LLP (stepped down)
Paulla Adamitz, Adamitz Financial Solutions Inc.
Brenda Herh, RNG Consultants Ltd.
Kevin White (President), TRINUS
Debra DeBernardo (Vice President), LauraBella Custom Cakery
Kelly Rose, Panda Rose Consulting Studios Inc.
Tyler Randolph (Secretary), ATB Financial
Jason Kennedy, Hawkings Tinney LLP
Ian Havin, Blue Dandenongs Inc & Librec Enterprises Inc (Tim Hortons)
Missing from the photograph – Glenn Martin, Sorrentino’s Stony Plain

Our Members
Our healthy membership number of over 500 afford many opportunities for networking, knowledge sharing
and ensure the ‘voice of business’ is heard in the Tri Region, the Province, and beyond. At a more local
level, the Chambers’ program of events allows members and the wider business community to hear
information first-hand and input their views on matters of economic importance to the region. We hold a
position as one of the largest business networking organizations in the region.

1. Relationships
This isn’t only about networking — this is about gaining friends, associates, and even advocates. This in turn
will create better relationship building skills that can crossover to improve non-business aspects of your life
as well. – we welcomed over 600 members throughout the year at our networking events

2. Visibility
“out of sight, out of mind.” While many businesses are looking to be seen in the cyber world and are doing
a very good job of it, nothing sells your business better than being in front of people face to face. Business
is so much more than simple transactions of money for goods/services with its root in relationships.
- over 200 members ‘shamelessly’ promoted their business through the shameless plug series

3. Promotion
Our Chamber offers a wide-range of advertising options and sponsorship packages. A business can
sponsor entire programs or events through a Chamber.
We are always looking for member-related news to share with our community through our own advertising
networks and social media. -we offer many ways to promote your business through sponsorship, our

enhanced marketing package, and simply by ‘you’ attending our events

4. Community Connection
We are a not-for-profit organization desired to lift the economy. Our works with different levels of
government provide a representative business voice when needed. Participating in a Chamber provides
businesses with an avenue to express their legislative policy questions directly to the legislatures.

5. Ongoing Training & Education
For businesses that do not have a large training budget, bringing in experts is out of the question. We can
provide an inexpensive way to bridge the gap between no training and topic-expert training.

Our Business @ Breakfast program and series of workshops delivered in partnership with members had
attracted over 500 members in 2018

6. Programs and Events
Membership in a Chamber of Commerce provides access to all of their programs and events, which are
many. Chamber events include business training luncheons, networking specific events, awards banquets,
golf tournaments, Town celebration events and many others. All of these events are designed to build your
business in some fashion, whether through training, promotion, networking, or community service.
We continue to attract new members; however, we need to also better understand why people make the
decision not to renew their membership. We understand that people may have personal reasons that they
do not wish to discuss but we must ensure that we are fit for purpose and relevant as we move through
2019.
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Diamond Business Awards Gala
It's award season! The 2018 Stony Plain & District Chamber of Commerce Diamond Business Awards Gala
celebrated not only local businesses and organizations as potential winners of its Business Excellence
Awards in a variety of categories, but also 60 years of serving the business community. Our Award
nominations are based on overall business excellence
and the criteria include leadership, community
contributions, entrepreneurship, environment,
employee welfare, innovation, and market growth. The
2018 Awards Gala was a celebration of distinction and
saw many Past Presidents attend to help celebrate all
of the success stories.
The 2018 Business Excellence Awards were presented
at the Stony Plain & District Chamber of Commerce Business Awards Gala on November 10 th to the delight
of the more than 260 business people in attendance.

2018 Tri-Municipal Expo Business & Home
From visibility to credibility, exhibiting at the Tri Municipal Expo Business & Home trade show has many
benefits for your business. Establishing a presence for your business, whether big or small, our trade show
gives you a powerful platform for meeting new customers, reaching out to your existing clientele, and
building a more established and reliable brand. In 2018
we welcomed 153 booths and 6,000-6,500 visitors over
the three days. Exhibitors were provided a platform to
promote their products and services to a broader
group that may have little or no knowledge of their
products and services. Being involved in our trade
show provides opportunities to branch out to form
business-to-business trading and create a customer
database from the visitors approaching your display
booth. We would like to extend our sincere thanks to all of the exhibitors, sponsors, and visitors. Your
ongoing support continues to make this event the success it is and helps showcase what the region has to
offer.

Operational Review of Visitor Services
The Town of Stony Plain recognizes that tourism is a sector of its economy and that the Town’s heritage,
educational, recreational and cultural assets can provide visitors with many opportunities for enrichment,
entertainment, and recreation. The Chamber continues to pursue and secure visitors services funding to
assist with operations and to further develop our mobile program; supporting events within the region. This
mobile program involves visiting various locations throughout the
summer months to deliver visitors services and promote local
businesses by reaching a wider variety of visitors.
Each year, staff continues to focus on improving guest interactions,
stats collection (ensuring we are gathering relevant information onsite & at events) and increasing financial awareness.
The working relationship between the Town of Stony Plain and Parkland County has been positive. Both
have supported our Mobile Information program and the Town continues to provide funding for visitor
services through a partnering agreement. We work closely together to ensure that we are proving relevant,
up to date information to our guests and each year we discuss new possibilities and re-evaluate current
programs.
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It is noted that the numbers in 2017 and 2018 declined due to construction in Rotary Park. We are looking to positive numbers for the Summer of 2019.

Our Year at a Glance

