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Sauk Valley Area Chamber of
Commerce Directors & Staff
Executive Committee
President: Mike Loos
First Vice President: Lance Buser
Second Vice President: Mary White
Past President: Brian Hawkins
Board of Directors

Terms Ends January 31, 2020
Mike Loos, Edward Jones Investments
Sheila Martinez, US Bank
Rick Turnroth, Turnroth Sign Company
Mary White, Community State Bank
Term Ends January 31, 2021
Brian Hawkins, Hawkins-Cassens Ins.
Tim Determan, Pinney Printing
Steve Munson, The Medicine Shoppe
David Knie, Knie Appliance
Lance Buser, Walmart D.C. #7024
Amanda Baron, Ward Murray Pace & Johnson

Term Ends January 31, 2022
Jim Cesarek, RE/MAX Sauk Valley
Steve Nunez, Sauk Valley Community College
Claudia Sauer, CGH Medical Center
Rebecca Munoz-Ripley, YWCA of the Sauk Valley
Josh Johnson, Whiteside Area Career Center

A Message from the Director
Thanks to all of you who attended our Annual Dinner
on Thursday January 24 . It is a testament to our
members and your belief in the work we are doing.
With the CEO Class of 2019’s participation including
the welcome and invocation, the skit, the conversations
with individual students during the meal, and the
incredible Dessert and Hot Chocolate Bar, it was again a
memorable event. The recipients of the Lavonne
Colloton Ambassador of the Year Award; Allie
Lancaster (University of Illinois Extension; 4H); and the
SVACC Chamber Champion; Carol Siefken are ladies
who are both so deserving of these awards – we are
grateful to have them as part of our community. It was
an honor to be recognized by the United States Chamber
of Commerce for receiving the 5-Star Accreditation
rating and to be acknowledged of this status through a
Congressional Reading by Representative Cheri Bustos’
office.
th

The SVACC has been accredited since 1972- which
exemplifies the high standards that our members and
our board have upheld the past 47 years. The
accreditation process is rigorous and time consuming
and when I started the process last March, I really had
no idea what I had gotten myself into, but with direction
from the BOD, I knew that we needed to at least apply
again for accreditation from the United States Chamber
of Commerce. It is true- my staff and I did the work of
compiling the necessary documentation, reports, and
information-which is our job. THE REASON that we
were again accredited, and at a 5-Star level, is really due
to YOU, OUR MEMBERS, you and your staff get
involved; YOU participate on one of our committees;
YOU attend our workshops; participate in our events,
host networking gatherings; YOU give us guidance and
feedback in regard to our most relevant issues; YOU
invest in the chamber financially through memberships
and sponsorships; YOU meet with our legislators to
share your ideas and concerns; and YOU are forward
thinking and committed to growth. Thank you.
The 2018 Annual report is available on line: visit
www.saukvalleyareachamber.com to read what we
accomplished in 2018.

Staff
Executive Director ~ Kris Noble
Marketing Coordinator~ Dallas Knack
Financial Specialist/Office Manager~Brandi Langner
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Member Update February 2019
NEW MEMBERS

Large Marge BBQ

Moments Leadership

Nelsen Insurance

(815) 713-4417

(563) 888-1694

(815) 535-1561

MEMBER RENEWALS
Adam Wilcox Construction, LLC
American Red Cross-Lincoln Land
Arthur's Garden Deli
BEST Inc.
Big Brothers Big Sisters
Blackhawk Hills RC&D
Brent's Upholstery
Candlelight Inn
Community State Bank
County Market
D & E Furniture
Dale Carnegie of Greater Illinois
Destinations Travel Service, Inc.
Gaumer Chiropractic, LLC
Gerken, Ron & Terry

Illinois American Water
Jack Spencer - State Farm
JJM Printing Inc.
Ken Nelson Auto Mall
Lifescape Community Services
Linnea & Wolf Koch
Mary Kay Cosmetics - Sandy Fritz
Mindfulness Institute NW Illinois
Newman Central Catholic High School
Phil Mattox Insurance Agency
Plainwell Brass
RE/Max Sauk Valley
Reitzel Roofing Co.
Sauk Valley Community Concert
Association

Sauk Valley Foodbank
Select Employees Credit Union
St. Mary's School
Sterling Napa Auto Parts
Sterling Rock Falls YMCA
Sterling Steel
The Cornerstone Agency, Inc.
Thompson Truck & Trailer
Timber Lake Playhouse
United Way of Whiteside County
US Cellular
WACC/CEO
Wal-Mart DC #7024
Willett, Hofmann & Associates
Xtreme Realty

We would like to give special recognition to the following groups
who provide extra support to the Sauk Valley Area Chamber of
Commerce. This extra effort and support is truly appreciated. If
Investing over $1000 in Dues you have the opportunity to express your sincere appreciation to
these members, please do so!
CGH Medical Center
150% Club Members
Community State Bank
Allstate Insurance Agency
Linnea & Wolf Koch
Farmers National Bank - Morrison
Amazing Grace of Sterling
McDonald's
Midland States Bank
D & E Furniture
Moore Monument & Granite Co.
Sauk Valley Bank
Froet Industries LLC
Phil Mattox Insurance Agency
Select Employees Credit Union
Fumee Food and Beverage Inc. DBA
Select Employees Credit Union
Smoked on 3rd
Sterling Commercial Roofing
Sterling Federal Bank
Greater
Sterling
Development
Corp.
Sterling Moose Family Center
US Bank
Happy Tails Humane Society
Twin Cities Homeless Shelter-PADS
Wahl Clipper Corp.
Hughes Resources
United Craftsmen, LTD
Wal-Mart DC #7024
Illinois American Water
Wiersema Waste Service, Inc.
Ward, Murray, Pace & Johnson
Lance's Plumbing

Special Recognition

110% Club Members

1st Gateway Credit Union
Al J. Dieterle Decorating
All Season's Patio & Furniture
Andersen Statewide Buildings, LLC
(deleted)
Bargain Exterminators
Cassens Drainage
Cater Construction & General Contracting
Central Heating & Cooling
Compeer Financial
Dale Carnegie Training
Dennis Electric of Tampico, Inc.
Folsom's Bakery
Garage Door Specialists

Grummert's Hardware
Hawkins-Cassens Insurance, LLC
Kelly's Restaurant Inc.
Kiwanis Club of Sterling
Large Marge BBQ
Melton Seed & Service LLC
Mertes & Mertes, PC
New Millenium Directories
One Main Financial
Plainwell Brass
RE/Max Sauk Valley
Rock River Ready Mix
Sauk Valley Foodbank
Sauk Valley Physical Therapy
Scholl Insurance Agency
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Schuneman Insurance Agency
Sedona Staffing
Servicemaster of Sterling/Rock Falls
Sherwin Williams
Showplace Antiques & Treasures
Sinnissippi Townhomes, Inc.
St. Mary's School
St. Vincent DePaul Society
Sterling Chevrolet
The Cornerstone Agency, Inc.
The Medicine Shoppe
The Spa At Central Park
Wells Family Dentistry
Wendler Engineering Services, Inc.
Whiteside County Genealogists
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Assets in Action

February Assets

In 2013, Search Institute focused its research agenda on understanding the kinds of
relationships that propel young people to learn, grow, and thrive.
The Developmental Relationships Framework identifies key actions that move
relationships from being “nice” to “necessary” for positive development.
The Developmental Relationships Framework is a valuable tool for individuals and organizations
committed to building developmental assets. It focuses on specific ways each relationship in young
people’s lives can be deepened and strengthened.
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Chamber Ambassadors
Nicole Bollman - CGH Medical Center

Pam Fluck – Sauk Valley Bank

Shannon Richter – SBM

Melissa Ryan-Bergstrom – Candlelight Inn

Jon Byar – Midland States Bank

Dasan Klingenberg—U.S. Cellular

James Keenan – Country Financial

Karen Voss – Rock River Hospice and Home

Roy Dern – State Farm

Sheila Martinez – U.S. Bank

Sherry DeWalt – CGH Medical Center

Danielle Vance – Morningside of Sterling

Cassandra Salmon – Illinois Bank & Trust

Chandra Meyer – Re/Max Sauk Valley

Allie Johnston – University of Illinois Extension

Katie Murray – Wipfli LLP

Mary White – Community State Bank

Nick Krumbholz – Sterling Federal Bank

Angie Smith – Avon

Justin Wiggins—Wiggins Computing, LLC

Anthony Garcia—Prime Time Social Media

Ambassador Spotlight—Anthony Garcia, Prime Time Social Media
I am the General Partner at PrimeTime Social Media. Along with my
partner Zach Francque, we specialize in digital marketing and
content creation. We joined the chamber at the beginning of summer 2018
after moving back from the suburbs. We hope to help businesses in the
area by helping them establish themselves in the digital world. Being
featured as the Ambassador spotlight is an honor as I was born and raised in the Sauk
Valley Area. It is my hope to continue to be involved in the community and aid in the
economic growth.

Please welcome the newest additions to the SVACC Board

Josh Johnson
Whiteside Area Career Center
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Rebecca Munoz-Ripley
YWCA of the Sauk Valley

5

2019 Annual Meeting and Dinner
January 24th | Brandywine Banquet and Event Center
WACC CEO Class aided in organizing the 2019 Annual
Dinner. They set up for the event and decorated, as well
as provided entertainment and dessert for the evening.
Thank you to Walmart Distribution Center #7024 for
sponsoring the CEO Class dinners.

-SVACC presented Carol Siefken with the Chamber Champion Award for her dedication
and commitment as Director of the Sauk Valley Food Bank for the past 17 years.

-The Lavonne Colloton Ambassador of the Year Award was presented to Allie Johnston,
University of Illinois Extension; 4H Program Manager.
-Shelia Martinez (US Bank) and Roy Dern (State Farm) were recognized for their years
of service with the Ambassador Committee.
-Jerry Binder (Whiteside Area Career Center) and Karen Voss (Rock River Hospice &
Home) were recognized as the Outgoing Board Members.

During the 2019 Annual Dinner, Ben Taylor with The United States
Chamber of Commerce presented Kris Noble,
Executive Director, with the USCC Accreditation Award; achieving a
5-star status.
Kate Jennings, on behalf of U.S. Representative
Cheri Bustos, also presented a Congressional
Record to the SVACC honoring the
Accreditation Award.
Accreditation is the only national program that
recognizes chambers for their effective
organizational procedures and community involvement. In order to
receive Accreditation, a chamber must meet minimum standards in
their operations and programs, including areas of governance,
government affairs, and technology.
PARTNERING FOR SUCCESS
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Ribbon Cuttings
Richter Ranch Designs
1866 Ogle Rd., Polo
815-499-3654

Sauk Valley Community Leadership Program
LeAndra Hartman, Facilitator

On January 16, CEO students and Sauk Valley Community Leadership members met at the Walmart DC
conference room. The day started with networking as students updated the adults on their current class
projects, particularly The Taste of Sauk Valley. With students heading back to school, the rest of the day
was filled with insights on the topic of Crucial Conversations. Suzanne Ravlin, Director of HR, KSB Hospital
presented on the topic, Resolving Conflict. Her highly interactive presentation covered Emotional
Intelligence, Communication Styles, Team Dynamics, and much more. Other activities included a Walmart
DC site tour, a keynote address from Lance Buser, Human Resources Director, Wal-Mart Distribution
Center, and a panel discussion with guests, Sandi Baylor Schmidt, Director of Human Resources, CGH
Medical Center, Sara Dail, Sterling Schools, Lance Buser, and Suzanne Ravlin. The very impactful day
concluded with Dr. David Hellmich revisiting Ethical Leadership.
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For more information on CEO
email Le Hartman at lhartman@wacc.cc
Nolan Randick, Dixon High School
I would like to share my experience of the day that changed everything in CEO. On December 14, I arrived at Sterling’s
WACC building, where the class was meeting having not much of an idea of what was to come, except we were going
to talk about our class business, Taste of Sauk Valley. I walked in and there was a man, whose hand I shook, learning his
name to be Doug Gamm. He is Director of North American Sales in tractors and machinery, working for Oxbo
International. He kind of warmed us up telling us who he was and what he did; talking about his kids and how he had
one come through the class. Then, out of nowhere, he showed us all of the missing pieces of our business and really
tore us to shreds when he talked about ticket sales and marketing. Being a student-oriented class, with Le usually
letting us handle things on our own, we now knew that we overlooked a ton of valuable information that is needed to
make our class business work the way we wanted it to. Doug really changed my perspective of our business and
without him, we may not be where we are today with the progress of the Taste. To start off, we got our numbers right,
then figured out how we could get the tickets in our hands to sell as soon as possible. As a result, since the class time
spent with Doug, we have over 120 tickets sold and counting. This has been the most impactful day of this year, to the
point of me actually walking out of the room and saying, “wow, that was incredible”. It is relieving to know that I have
Doug’s contact info from that one day of talking in class and now I can use him as a resource if I ever have any
questions in his area of expertise. CEO presented this experience that a normal senior in high school would never see
or experience and gives my classmates and I a true advantage in the future workforce.

Kyle Yde, Newman Central Catholic High School
The SVACC Dinner, as I expected, was a huge success! Our class put in a lot of hard work into this year's event, and we
were fortunate to receive a generous $1,000 dollar check. One thing that I didn't expect however, was the amount of
help my table was to me with my future. I was able to sit at a table with six members from the City of Sterling Council,
where I got to learn about their roles in our community. When I told them about my future plans, I was able to hear a
lot of positive advice and insight about my future profession. I've had intentions of enrolling to Bradley University or
Northern Illinois University for a degree in Engineering, and it turns out that some people at my table had family
members who attended these schools! I was able to hear about the lives of people who attended these programs,
where they're at now, and what I should seek after college. With a night ending with handshakes and a business card,
an opportunity like this is one of the great ways that CEO can help someone with their future endeavors!

Camryn Johnson, Rock Falls High School
January and February are exciting months for the CEO students. This week we had the Sauk Valley Area Chamber of
Commerce Annual Dinner. The dinner was an amazing experience for us because we got to meet and talk with business
people in our community and witness our Chamber receive the U.S. Five Star Accreditation Award. I will say if it wasn’t
for CEO, I would not have had the opportunity to sit at the table with business men and women and be involved in
their conversations. CEO teaches us that we are capable of making small talk with adults and makes us comfortable
with it as well. As for February, our class has been very busy selling tickets and reaching out to local businesses for the
second annual Taste of Sauk Valley. This year we are hoping to double the amount of people and restaurants in
attendance. As a little girl, I always thought about events I could put on all by myself but didn’t have the capability of
doing something so big. To be in CEO and actually be able to make this event happen really feels great. I cannot wait to
see what our class can pull off because I know if we all work together this event will be successful. If anyone is
interested in being involved in or attending The Taste of Sauk Valley, do not hesitate to contact a CEO student for
tickets. They are also available at the Whiteside Area Career Center office. So far this year, my biggest take away from
CEO is that anything is possible if we work as a team to get things done. The Chamber dinner taught me that no matter
how stressful and hard things may be, CEO teaches you to overcome those things by using your problem-solving skills.
PARTNERING FOR SUCCESS
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Owned by Shane and Kayla Porter, Triple P BBQ has quickly earned its name as
one of the most exceptional barbecue establishments in the area. We use only the
finest pork shoulders and chicken raised here in the Midwest. Our use of select
fruitwoods give our barbecue its unique flavor. We believe that true BBQ is in the
smoking technique and the flavor of the meat, therefore, our signature BBQ sauce
will always be served on the side.
Whether it be a graduation, birthday, or wedding; choose Triple P BBQ’s catering service to ensure your
guests get the best barbecue experience around! We provide the setup of your buffet, the equipment to
keep it warm and fresh, ensure food supplies remain stocked throughout the duration of your event, and
provide basic clean up after the event. Call or Email to book with us now!
3312 W Rock Falls Rd, Rock Falls, IL 61071
(815) 625-7138

Members in the

The SVACC Agribusiness Committee presented donations to the following organizations: Whiteside County 4H,
Whiteside County Farm Bureau Ag in the Classroom, and Sterling High School FFA. We are able to do this due to the
support of our members. The Chamber is committed to promoting Ag in the Sauk Valley!

The Sauk Valley Area Chamber Ambassadors group presented donations to three area not for profit organizations to
support the work they do: YWCA of the Sauk Valley--Rebecca Munoz Ripley and Denise Garcia; Salvation Army--Trevor
Belzer; and Sauk Valley Foodbank- Andrea Hengsen.
PARTNERING FOR SUCCESS
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Government Affairs Update

January 22, 2019
A hundred years ago, in 1991, Illinois, America, and the world were changing in every way. World War I officially ended
with the signing of the Treaty of Versailles, and Congress recognized women’s right to vote.
Prohibition became the law of the land, the genius Einstein’s theory of general relativity was confirmed, and you could buy
a pound of butter for about 65 cents. Business and technology were booming. The Radio Corporation of America was
formed, the first dial telephones were installed, and the practice of “cross-selling” was added to the English dictionary.
There were also dark times. The gambling “Black Sox” disgraced America’s pastime and race riots tore businesses, families
and Chicago apart, raising awareness of African Americans’ struggles throughout the country.
In 1991, amid a flurry of changes and choice, 24 industry leaders from around the state gathered together in Quincy to
figure out how to best promote and protect the business climate in Illinois. As a result, on August 2, the Illinois Chamber of
Commerce was officially charted by the Secretary of State, uniting the voices of Illinois business.
The Chamber was active from the start as the major force behind the formation of the Illinois State Police and the State
Planning Commission. We drafted a resolution to President Roosevelt urging him to, ‘make available to the Allies the
untold resources of our nation’, a year-and-a-half before Pearl Harbor, and experience a massive post-WWII growth in the
1950s.
Always advocates for improving our education system, the Chamber led the effort to establish a State Board of Education
in the 1960s, and formed the first business political action committee in Illinois in the 1970s.
We pushed for sales tax reform in the 1980s, selected our first female president and garnered support for NAFTA in the
1990s, and led the fight against the 50% income tax increase and new service tax in the early 2000s. Over the improving
workforce opportunities, and promoting pro-business reforms throughout the state.
A lot has changed in a century, but our core principals and commitment to our members remain steadfast. We are
encouraged by al those who fought for business policies that work before us, and we will continue that fight to make
Illinois a better place for all those who will come after us.
As a new governor moves in to our mansion and an exceedingly large freshman class takes their seats in our statehouse,
our efforts, and yours, are needed more than ever.
I’d like to think future presidents will write about 2019 as the year the Chamber fought and won against the progressive
income tax, ensured the market would determine wagers and worked with legislators to make Illinois a better, more
business-friendly state.
Whatever the future holds for us in Illinois, know that every day, in every battle, we are fighting
for you. Cheers to our 100th new year and to stronger business and a strong Illinois in the next
century.
Sincerely,
Todd Maisch
President and CEO
Illinois Chamber of Commerce
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