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Sauk Valley Area Chamber of
Commerce Directors & Staff
Executive Committee
President: Mike Loos
First Vice President: Mary White
Second Vice President: Karen Voss
Past President: Brian Hawkins
Board of Directors
Term Ends January 31, 2019
Jerry Binder, Whiteside Area Career Center
Jim Cesarek, RE/MAX Sauk Valley
Steve Nunez, Sauk Valley Community College
Claudia Sauer, CGH Medical Center
Karen Voss, Rock River Hospice and Home
Terms Ends January 31, 2020
Mike Loos, Edward Jones Investments
Sheila Martinez, US Bank
Rick Turnroth, Turnroth Sign Company
Mary White, Community State Bank
Term Ends January 31, 2021
Brian Hawkins, Hawkins-Cassens Ins.
Tim Determan, Pinney Printing
Steve Munson, The Medicine Shoppe
David Knie, Knie Appliance
Lance Buser, Walmart D.C. #7024
Staff
Executive Director ~ Kris Noble
Marketing Coordinator~ Dallas Knack
Financial Specialist/Office Manager~Brandi Langner
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A Message from the Director
Wow- Fall is here! I am sure I was just sitting by my
friend’s pool, relaxing and enjoying the heat and sun
then BAM- school started for my kids, and I wake up
today and it is 54 degrees outside.
Moving into fall means that we start to plan for 2018.
At Board and committee meetings we begin to talk
about what we need to be doing in 2018 that will help
our members and the Sauk Valley thrive. Our Staff
begins to develop plans to implement some of the
projects that need to be worked on.
As you are members of this organization, we need your
help. We need you to give ideas, suggestions, and help
us identify where we should be spending our time and
energy.
What types of workshops are relevant for your staff?
What are your thoughts and ideas as we continue to
address workforce needs and career pathways for young
people? Is there a new idea or initiative that you or your
staff have that the chamber could be part of? What are
your suggestions for other collaborations or partnerships
in this community? Is there a community event that you
would like to see happen in the Sauk Valley? What type
of governmental affairs information would you like at
the local, state, and federal level? We have a lot of
questions and look to our members to help figure out the
answers.
This is YOUR chamber- please help us be a voice for
the Sauk Valley. Please call the chamber to chat or
email your ideas to me:
knoble@saukvalleyareachamber.com.
We know it is so important to have conversations and
collaborate with you, our members, to meet your needs,
support your businesses and organizations, and keep the
Sauk Valley moving forward.
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Member Update September 2018
NEW MEMBERS
Sterling Chevrolet
Abra Auto Body & Glass
House in the Country

A & A Flooring

MEMBER RENEWALS
Edward Jones / Loos

Sherwin Williams

Advocare

Imprintable Memories Inc.

The Salvation Army

Citadel Care Center - Sterling LLC

Latin American Social Club

The Spa At Central Park

ComplianceSigns Inc.

McDonald Funeral Home & Crematory

University of Illinois Extension

Cornerstone Credit Union
Edward Jones / Lareau

Yeshua's Grace Ministries

New Millenium Directories

Special Recognition
We would like to give special recognition to the following groups who provide extra support to the Sauk
Valley Area Chamber of Commerce. This extra effort and support is truly appreciated. If you have the
opportunity to express your sincere appreciation to these members, please do so!
Investing over $1000 in Dues

150% Club Members

Amazing Grace of
Sterling
CGH Medical Center
Froet Industries LLC
Community State Bank
Farmers National Bank - Morrison Greater Sterling
Development Corp.
Midland States Bank
Hughes Resources
Sauk Valley Bank
Illinois American Water
Sterling Federal Bank
Lance's Plumbing
US Bank
Linnea & Wolf Koch
Wahl Clipper Corp.
McDonald's
Wal-Mart DC #7024
Ward, Murray, Pace & Johnson

Moore Monument &
Granite Company
Phil Mattox Insurance
Agency
Sterling Commercial
Roofing
Sterling Moose Family
Center
Twin Cities Homeless
Shelter-PADS

Garage Door Specialists
Grummert's Hardware
Al J. Dieterle Decorating
Hawkins-Cassens Insurance, LLC
All Season's Patio & Furniture
Imprintable Memories Inc.
Andersen Statewide Buildings, LLC
Kelly's Restaurant Inc.
Bargain Exterminators
Kiwanis Club of Sterling
Brandy Wren, LLC
Melton Seed & Service LLC
Cassens Drainage
Mertes & Mertes, PC
Cater Construction & General Contracting One Main Financial
Central Heating & Cooling
Plainwell Brass
Central Park Yoga
Rock River Ready Mix
Dale Carnegie Training
Scholl Insurance Agency
Dennis Electric of Tampico, Inc.
Sedona Staffing
Folsom's Bakery
Servicemaster of Sterling/Rock Falls

110% Club Members
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United Craftsmen, LTD
Wiersema Waste

Service, Inc.

Sherwin Williams
Showplace Antiques & Treasures
Sinnissippi Townhomes, Inc.
St. Vincent DePaul Society
Sterling Chevrolet
Sterling Optimist Club
The Cornerstone Agency, Inc.
The Medicine Shoppe
The Spa At Central Park
Wells Family Dentistry
Wendler Engineering Services, Inc.
Whiteside County Genealogists
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Assets in Action
October 2018

Search Institute has identified 40 positive
experiences and qualities that all of us
have the power to bring into the lives of
children and youth, which are called
Developmental Assets. Assets identify
critical opportunities, relationships, and
personal strengths that young people
need to succeed.

Downtown Christmas Walk
Friday, November 30th
5 PM until “late”
ww w.sterl in gmain st reet.org
PARTNERING FOR SUCCESS
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Chamber Ambassadors
Nicole Bollman - CGH Medical Center

Pam Fluck – Sauk Valley Bank

Shannon Richter – SBM

Melissa Ryan-Bergstrom – Candlelight Inn

Jon Byar – Midland States Bank

Amanda Baron– Ward, Murray, Pace & Johnson

James Keenan – Country Financial

Karen Voss – Rock River Hospice and Home

Roy Dern – State Farm

Sheila Martinez – U.S. Bank

Sherry DeWalt – CGH Medical Center

Danielle Vance – Morningside of Sterling

Cassandra Salmon – Illinois Bank & Trust

Chandra Meyer – Re/Max Sauk Valley

Allie Johnston – University of Illinois Extension

Katie Murray – Wipfli LLP

Mary White – Community State Bank

Nick Krumbholz – Sterling Federal Bank

Angie Smith – Avon

Justin Wiggins—Wiggins Computing, LLC

Anthony Garcia—Prime Time Social Media
Ambassadors: Serve as the public relations arm of the Chamber. This professional business
group works within the membership serving as a liaison between membership and the
community. Meetings are held the second Thursday of each month at different member
locations. Individuals interested in becoming an Ambassador need to submit an
application for consideration. Please email knoble@saukvalleyareachamber.com if you
are interested in becoming a Chamber Ambassador

Ambassador Spotlight:
Nick Krumbholz
I am a Vice President for Sterling Federal Bank. My position is the Chief Retail Officer
which means I oversee a network of 10 branches. I came to work for Sterling Federal
because of their consultative customer approach and their dedication to the community.
We look to review each customer’s individual needs and make recommendations that will
better their situations. Each employee is encouraged to give back to the community through donating their
time and money. The bank has made community involvement a priority and was recently recognized for its
philanthropy with a “Banksgiving Award” through the Institute of Extraordinary Banking, an organization
that recognizes the top community banks in the country.
I grew up in Cedar Rapids, Iowa where I have spent most of my life. I moved to Sterling a little over a year
ago with my wife and two daughters. I quickly joined the chamber because I believe that local businesses
and its people help to make the communities great. I am also on the board of the Sauk Valley Community
College Foundation.

Partnering for Success Advertising
Let the SVACC Newsletter showcase your business or event! The monthly newsletter is
Business Card Ad = $30 per month * 6-month commitment = $25 per month
Quarter Page Ad = $60 per month * 6-month commitment = $50 per month
Half Page Ad = $80 per month * 6-month commitment = $65 per month
PARTNERING FOR SUCCESS
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Ribbon Cuttings

Moeller, Myers & Associates
3917 East Lincolnway, Suite C, Sterling
815-626-8760

Morrison Tech | September 18, 2018

The SVACC teamed up with the Morrison Chamber
of Commerce to present the 2018 Candidate Forum
at Morrison Tech. We had a wonderful turn out, and
would like to thank the candidates in attendance:
Tony McCombie, Joan Padilla, John Booker, and Kris
Schmidt. The chambers do not endorse any
candidates. We do hope this event helps you to
make an informed decision on November 6th.

PARTNERING FOR SUCCESS
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Chamber Week Celebration
September 2018 | The Factory Pub n Grub
Thank you to everyone who came out for our Chamber Week Celebration!
We appreciate all that our chamber members do and we were honored to
get the chance to say ’thank you’!

Mark your calendars for our next event—
Business After Hours at Holiday Inn Express on October 25th!
The Fiesta Day Parade was a success! Thank you to the Hispanic Business Leaders
Committee and SVACC staff for organizing the parade. A big thank you to all of our
gracious sponsors! We could not have done it without their support. Thank you to the
Sterling-Rock Falls Jaycees who assisted with the
parade lineup.

Congratulations to our
Fiesta Day Parade Winners:
1st— Sterling Federal Bank
2nd— YWCA of the Sauk Valley
3rd— Batillion de Cinco de Mayo

PARTNERING FOR SUCCESS
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For more information on CEO
email Le Hartman at lhartman@wacc.cc

Greetings! This year’s CEO program is in full swing, and it is crazy to think that it has already been a quarter of
the school year. Our class has already learned so many valuable lessons during our short time. I would like to mention
some specific examples of how relationships and networking can truly “change the game” in professional lives and
careers.
As a new CEO student (who is inherently shy), I had no idea how I would respond to getting to know 25 new
classmates, as well as countless investors, volunteers, and all of you that make this program flourish. So far, I have found
that it has been seamless in meeting new people.
I am truly surprised at how welcoming and supportive this community is of our program. In terms of our class, the first
two weeks was purely getting to know our classmates and facilitators. While
participating in team bonding exercises, our group bonded and became extremely close. The transition from complete
stranger to classmate seemed to go quicker than I thought it would.
So, what is the big takeaway? How can this apply to you?
Team bonding and relationships are the glue that hold a company or partnership together. It doesn’t matter what the
circumstances are, if you cannot form a relationship with others, you will not be as successful in life. The CEO program
has already changed my life. Like I mentioned above, I’m not the “social butterfly” type, but I already find myself taking
more risks and trying to become acquainted with as many people as I can. You can never know who you will run into.
A key message from a recent guest speaker would be to “never burn your bridges”. Life is full of unexpected turns, and
you’ll never know who you might need to contact.
Thank you again for being a supporter of the Sauk Valley Area. Your investment in the future will pay great
dividends.

-Grant Minssen, CEO Class of 2019

The true origin of the CEO class is to show what the area of Sauk Valley has to offer; either through the many
job opportunities, entertainment, recreation, and so much more. In just 6 weeks of being involved in the CEO class my
eyes have been opened to the opportunities the Sauk Valley has to offer, either through jobs or the cost of living
compared to cities like Chicago. Just by visiting the Sauk Valley Area Chamber of Commerce I have discovered the
possibilities each community has to give. Although most kids that are not lucky enough to be involved in the CEO class
and experience the wide abilities their community has to offer, there are a special few who are willing to admit they
are for sure planning on coming back to their communities after school is finished.
The problem leading to the mass exodus of newly graduated high school kids is that they are blinded to what
their communities have to offer and just see the bright flashy lights of big city living. Another problem is how to show
these high schoolers the possibilities open to them in their small towns. Yes, even to me, a kid who is planning on
starting my own business in my own community after school, the idea of traveling the country/world sounds very
enticing, but to have the ability to fall back on a community such as my hometown of Dixon wouldn't be that bad of an
idea. We as the youth need to find ways of solving the problem of the mass exodus of newly graduates from small
communities. From a personal experience there is nothing to do past 9pm in Dixon for a teenager/kid and I have heard
the exact same scenario from kids who live in neighboring cities such as Sterling and Rock Falls. And to solve that
problem we would need to bring more places of recreation, more sources of entertainment, and etc. Yes, community
members are trying with new skate parks and places to get smoothies, but it is not cutting it because these are people
who are thinking based on the youth’s perspective and not actually relying on the youth’s perspective. By opening the
opinion of how to make our communities more alluring to a wider audience and what is needed to welcome the kids
who just graduated high school/college back to the community there can hopefully start a movement that not only
benefits community members but the community as a whole. The future wellness of our communities depends on the
youth.

-Sean Lahey, CEO Class of 2019
PARTNERING FOR SUCCESS
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Sauk Valley Community Leadership Program
LeAndra Hartman, Facilitator

September found Sauk Valley Community Leadership class heading north to Camp Benson in
Mt. Carroll, where the topics of Stewardship, Agriculture, and Tourism were explored. Speakers
included Diane Bausman on Tourism, Elizabeth Bach and Larry Reed on Stewardship, and Scott
Stoller and Kyle Sheaer on Agriculture. There was also time to tour Camp Benson and engage in
a variety of activities, which included team-building. Camp lunch in the dining hall was followed by
keynote speaker, Kim Purvis on the topic of Leadership. Discussions on personalities and
leadership theories rounded out the day.

PARTNERING FOR SUCCESS
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Congratulations to the Copy Shop at SBM for receiving
the Customer Service Award for September!
Stop in and see them at 501 Locust St in Sterling or give them a call at 815-625-4375

1st Gateway Credit Union is a full service financial institution
that has been serving the Gateway area since 1954.
At 1st Gateway, we focus on helping people to chase and
achieve their biggest dreams in life. This is because, unlike
other financial-institutions, we are not-for profit, so our primary
purpose isn't to score record profits in order to cut distant shareholders bigger dividend checks. Rather, our
primary purpose is- and always has been- to be of service to our members and the communities we operate in.
This people first philosophy doesn't just mean better service, it translates to better financial deals for
members. We, on average, offer higher rates of return on saving accounts, lower rates on loans, and fewer and
lower fees than other financial institutions. 1st Gateway Credit Union also offers convenience services such as
payroll deductions, direct deposit, E-statements, mobile money, and early pay checking to our members.
We strive every day to continue to provide opportunities for our members to help them achieve their financial
goals and believe that the strength of our credit union is in our commitment to do good for our members and
the communities we serve. We'll continue to do our best to find ways to help people because when we are
successful, our members and communities are better off.
1st Gateway Credit Union is proud to offer six full service branches serving Eastern Iowa and
Western Illinois – Camanche, Clinton, DeWitt, Fulton, Morrison, and Sterling. We feel very fortunate to be a
part of such great communities and looks forward to continuing our tradition of being
a financially secure, service oriented credit union which follows the credit union
philosophy of “People Helping People”.
Stop by our Sterling branch at 2536 East Lincolnway and learn more about all the
advantages of being a member of 1st Gateway Credit Union.

PARTNERING FOR SUCCESS
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The Illinois Small Business Development Center at the Sauk Valley Community College
offers no-cost consulting services helping entrepreneurs from startup to exit.
Have a great small business idea?
Let us help you develop it and figure out how to finance it.
Ramping up your social media and digital marketing outreach?
We have expert tips and techniques to share and work with you to improve your
overall marketing strategy.
Trying to tighten up your finances? Selecting or changing form of ownership? Trying to sell
your business? Need to motivate and retain better staff?
We have deep experience and local connections enabling us to offer you expert
advice and practical next steps.
Additionally, we offer monthly low-cost training and development delivered in person and
via webcasts. We bring in small business professionals, partner with area Chambers of
Commerce, and collaborate with national experts to curate for you and your staff world
class training and development.
Our expert full-time staff have nearly 50 years of experience with specific expertise in
finance, accounting, marketing, web-tech, and operations.
At www.sauksbdc.com you can request consulting, register for a workshop, sign up for our
monthly BizHacks newsletter, read our BizHacks blog, subscribe to our weekly BizHacks
podcast, link to all of our social media accounts, or simply learn more about the advising
staff and resources offered at your IL-SBDC.

-Stacy McCaskill, Sauk SBDC Director

PARTNERING FOR SUCCESS
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Members
in the

Community Icon, Sterling Federal Bank, Named Among Top
Extraordinary Banks in U.S.A.
Sterling, IL, September 11, 2018 – Sterling Federal Bank, a local Sterling icon,
was just named among the top extraordinary banks in the United States by
The Institute for Extraordinary Banking® for the second year in a row. In addition, Sterling Federal Bank was recognized with the Institute’s BanksGiving™
Banky® Award for Extraordinary Philanthropy in recognition of their commitment to the strategic direction of their communities and to making profound
impacts with the communities they serve.
“Our employees’ willingness to give of their time, talent, and treasure for the benefit of our communities
never ceases to amaze me”, said Dean Ahlers, President & CEO. “This past year our employees have again
donated well over 600 hours of community service and between our employees and the bank we have donated over $140,000 this past year to help the communities we serve. That’s making a difference.”
The Extraordinary Banking® Awards highlight the vital, yet often overlooked, role that local community banks
play in our economy. Without a thriving local banking industry, our small businesses and families become nothing more than numbers inside “too big to fail” institutions. The Institute for Extraordinary Banking™ recognizes the best of what community banks offer to our cities and towns and the whole nation.
To schedule an interview or get more information, call 815-622-3320 during business hours

Join the Corner Gallery Artisans Guild on October 13th for their
Autumn Show! From 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. come paint a small pumpkin, and
indulge on apple cider, cider donuts, and pumpkin brownies. For a $10 donation, you can make a glass stone that can be picked up the following
week. They will have a sign-up sheet for a glass class starting later in October. You can also check out their web site for other classes through the year. They gallery is
trying to promote local talented artists and showcase their talents. They currently have clay
sculpted pottery. Natural nature furniture, painting, jewelry, stained glass, photography, fused glass and
Polish pottery.

Resthave Home, 408 Maple Ave, Morrison, held their second annual Community
Family Fun Day on Sunday September 23, 2018. Over 500 attended the event which included not only tons of fun but fabulous weather as well! This entirely free event, thanks
to our many sponsors, featured over 35 game and craft stations for
visitors of all ages to enjoy.
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Government Affairs Update

Munger named interim DCEO director
Takes business development role as McCarthy leaves for private sector
CHICAGO — Gov. Bruce Rauner today said that Deputy Gov. Leslie Munger would be taking on the new role
of acting director of the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO). She replaces
Director Sean McCarthy, who has accepted a position in the private sector.
“Leslie has more than two decades of private-sector experience, has connections with top business leaders,
and is familiar with our pending economic development projects,” Rauner said. “In addition, she’s our point
person on the Amazon HQ2 bid and leads the Bicentennial effort. She is the clear choice to take on this interim role.
“Sean is a tremendously capable manager whose leadership has helped to re-energize our state’s business
development efforts,” the governor continued. “He was instrumental in helping Illinois attract companies
such as Flex-N-Gate, Buddig, Faber-Castell and Haribo's North American Headquarters. He’s been a difference-maker for minority entrepreneurs and small businesses, and he has been an outspoken champion of
transparency.”
Munger has led the administration’s business development efforts, including overseeing DCEO, since February 2017 when she was appointed deputy governor. In addition to her Amazon role, Munger has been a key
player in the Discovery Partners Institute, the plan created by the governor to spur massive economic development through partnerships between the state’s research universities, tech entrepreneurs and businesses.
A native Illinoisan, she earned her bachelor’s degree at the University of Illinois and her master’s degree
from the Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University. In the private sector, she held executive and brand level positions with Helene Curtis/Unilever, Procter & Gamble and McKinsey and Co.
Prior to becoming deputy governor, Munger served as Illinois’ comptroller.
“Director McCarthy has built a great team,” Munger said, “and I look forward to continuing to work with our
partners at Intersect Illinois and with leaders in business, technology and education throughout the state to
build our businesses and create jobs for Illinois.”
Munger’s appointment is effective Monday, Sept. 24.
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